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FORTABLE WALKING 
WITH GOD. 


Gazx. 6.8,9. 
8. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 


9. Theſe are the generations of Noah + Noah was 4 
tuſt man and perfett in his generations , and Noah 
walked with God. 


N this dreadfull and diſmall Story of the 
> old Worlds degeneration and deftraQti- 
on, falling away , and finall rue , here 

> ſtands in my Texta right orientand illu- 2 Cogita hic ob» 


ſtrious Starre, ſhining full faire with tcl ora te 

a fingularitic of heavenly light, ſpiritoall *»:, quomodo in 

goodneſſe, and Gods fincerer brvics, —— _ 

| m the darkeſt midnight of Satans uni 5 in malem ruc> 

verſall raigne , and amid(t the horribleſt hell of the ſtrangeſt read. « 
confaſions, idolatrons corruptions , crueltics, ® oppreflions edges og 
and luſt, that ever the carth bore, Noah I meanc, a very preci» Neque cnim alio» 


ous Man, and Preacher of Righteonſnefle, to whole Family ms confenſis, 0 


reidebat cum ſegnlorem ad vireutis cer: (ed jam prids implebat, quod beatus Maſes olim diQturus &- 
1ra6Ne fis cum multis in mal.i4. Er: quod mags admuabile,muleos ad 

A ad prava opera inhortabantur,& nullus crat,qui 2d boaum i 4330 c. 

yente impierate contra primam tabulam, ſecuta cit corruptio, de qua 10 hoc ry pou (e pe 
mam libidin!bus,deigde orbem terrarum repleverunt tyrannide,ſanguine, | 
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alone, the true worſhip of God was confinde, when all the 
world beſides lay drowned in Idolatry and Paganiſme, ready 
tobe ſwallowedup intoan univerſall grave of Waters, which 
was already faſhioned in the clouds by the angry, unreſt{table 
hand of the all-powerfull God, who was now ſo implacably, 
but moſt juſtly provoked by thoſe rebellious and crucll gene- 
rations,that He would not fuff:r His Spirit to ſtrive any more 
with them ; but inexorably rcfolved ro open the windowes 
or lood-rates of heaven,giving extraordinary ſtrength of ig» 
fAuenceto the Stars, abundance to the Fountaines of the great 
deepes,ccmmanding them to caſt out the whele treaſure, and 
hcape of their waters ; and taking away the retentive power 
from the clouds , that they might powre downe immcaſara- 
bly, for the burying of all living creatures which breathed 
in the ayre : Noah and his family excepted. From whence by 
the way, before I breake into my Text, take this Note, 
Doftr. The Servants of God are men of {tngularitie s I 
meane it not in reſpeR of any fantaſticalncſle of opinion, fue 
rioufncfle of zealeor turbulencic of faRion, truely fo callcd: 
but in reſpeR of abſtinence from linne, puritie of heart, and 
holineſle of life, 
Reaſons : 1, Gods holy Word exaAts and expets from all 
that arc new«borne, and Heires of Heaven, an exccllencie a> 
= Quim multos VOVe© Ordinary, Prev.1 2.26. X1at,5,20.200 47. Being taker 
— mum et forgh As the precions from the wile, rrem 15. 19. by the power 
CIVIMUs, FT - 2 | ' - 
mus, eriph viaz. Of the Miniſtery, they mr: not only goebeyond the higheſt 
mus cafes , pati- d civill perfections of the exaRteſt moral] Puritane amongſt 
ente«, mwodcltos, - 
hbcratey , abit:. the moſt honeſt Heathens . Hb. 12. 34. but alſo excecd the 
Wh nengn0s, rightcouſnefſ, andall the out ward religious conformities of 
ſimul et delicias the devouteſt Phariſes, whoſe ſufficiences, Luk, 18, 11,13. 
relpucntes , Ct a» . ' oe tirnoG c 2 f 
matores jufle, any thouſands in theſe times come ſhort of , and yet hope 
non minus quam £0 be faved : or they can 1m no caſe enter into the Kinodome of 
ſc'enti# | ..Quod 0 
f; etiam fine Deo homines oftendune qules a Deo fa&i ſent : vide quid Chriſtiani Faccre poiſant,quo» 
run in melius per Chriſtum natura etvita inſtruta eſt , ct qui divine quoque grat'e juvantur auxilioe 
Angaft Epi0.142, d Qiz non rormenta patiemur,qui cum jubear ur juſtin ſupe:are Phariſzos, Gen- 
teh bus quoque inferiores jaccamus / Q=emadmodur igitur, reſponde queſo, videbimus rezow n furu- 
rum* Ctroſoft. Hom. 14 incap.g. Mat. A1 for tho/e vertnesthet belong unto moved righteon/nefſe, and boneſty 
of life, we doe ner mention them becauſe rhey axe not proper ante (oriftzan men , as they are Eeyiſhion , but gor 
corcerne them as men, Hooker 1:b.z- of Ecclefiaſt.Pol:tics 
Heeven, 
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Heaven. But left any bee proudly puft up with ſence of this 
ſingularity, and excellency above his neighbour ; let him 
know, that hnmility is ever one of the faireſt Aowers in the 
whole garland of his ſupernaturall and divine worth ; and 
that ſelte-conceirednefſe would impoylon even Angelicall 
perfeRion, 

2. They muftupon neceſſity differ from a world of wic- 
ked men ; by a fincere ſingularity of abſtinence from rhe 
© comrſe of this world ; the laſts of men : the * corruptions of « Epheſ2.2, 
the times; 8s familiarity with graceleſſe companions ; the © 
* worldlings language, prophaneAports: all wicked wayes $ Pror-414:t5+ 
of thriving, riſing, andgrowing great in the world, &c. 4 coloit46. 

3- They make conſcience of thoſe dutiesand divine com> S<ue 9ui La 
mands, which the greateſt part of men, even inthe noone= gorum collegium 
tide of the Goſpel, are ſo farre from taking to heart, that ##*%, & opere 
their hearts riſe againſt them : As, to bee hot in Religion, Deo perte4e "= 
Revel,3.16. Tobe zcalous of good workes, Tit.2.14. To COILED 
walke* preciſely, Epheſ:5.15. To be fervent in ſpirit, Roms, quam admire. = 
12.11, To ſtrive tocnter inat the ſtraite gate, Zake 13.24, rec wo [6bs, 
To plucke out their right eyes, that is, to abandon their bo —— 

ſome delights, CMatth 5.29. To make the Sabbatha delight, 
1/ai.5 8.13. Tolove the Brotherhood, 1 Pet.2.17. Withan 
holy violence, to lay hold upon the Kingdome of Heaven, 
eHMatth.11.1 2. 
4. Experience, and examples of allages, from the creati= 

on downeward clearely proove the point, Art this time, as 

you ſee the Saints of God were all harboured under one 

roofe, ard yet not all ſound there, Survey the ages after- 

ward: the time of eAbrahaw; who was asa brand taken out 

of the fire of the Chaldeans : The time of Eljab,whennone 

appeared to that bleſſed man of God : The time of Eſaiah, 

who cryed, Chap. 5 3.1, Who hath beleeved onr report ? The 

time of Manaſſeh,who built altars for all the hoſt of Heaven,in 

the two Comrts of the Houfe of the Lord : The time of Autie» 

chus, when he commanded the SanQuary, and holy people to 

bee polluted with Swines-fleſh, and unclcane beaſts to bee 


ſacrificed, the abomination of ——_—_ to bee ſer up pes 
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F hands in godly exerciſes, when their hearts are in hull. _ 


© —— m——_—c — —— 


the Altar ; That darkeſome time, when the glorions Day. 
Starre, Chriſt Teas himſelfe, came downe from. Heaven to 
illighten the earth : The timeof Antichriſt, when al the world 
wondred aſter the Beaſt : Our times, where , of. ſixe parts 
of the earth, ſcarce one of thelcaſt is Chriſtian, And what a 
deale of Chriſtendome is ſtill overgrowne with Popery, and 
other exorbitant diſtempers in point of Religion * And 
where the Trath of Chriſt is purely, and powerfully taught, 
how few give their names unto it? And of thoſe who pro« 
fcfle, how many are falſe-hcarted or mecrely formall ? 

5. Me thinkes worldlfAviſedom? ſhould rather wonder 
that any one is wonne untd God;then cry our,and complaine z 
Is it poſſible, there ſhould be fo few ? Sithallthe powers of 
darkneſle, and every divell in hell oppoſe might and maine 
the plantation of grace in any ſoule : fith there are moe ſnares 
upon carth, to keepe us ſtill inthe inviſible chaines of darke« 
neſle and finne, then there are ſtarres in heaven : fich every 
inch, every little artery of our bodies, if it could, would 
ſwell with helliſh venome to the blgneſſe of the greateſt Go- 
liah, the mightieſt Giant, that it might make reſiſtance to 
the ſanRifying worke of the holy Ghoſt : ſith our ſoules na» 
turally would rather dye, and put off their immortality and 
everlaſting being, then put on the Lord Ieſus: Ina word, 
fith the new creation of a man is holden a greater worke of 
wonder, then the creation of the world. 

6, Laſtly, let us ſet aſide in any Country, City, Towne, 
Family : Fiſt, all Atheiſts, Papiſts, aod diſtempered cxor- 
bitants from the bleſſed Truth of DoAtrine taught in our 
Church : Sccondly, all Whoremongers, Drunkards, Swea- 
rers, Lyers, i Revellers, Worldlings, V ſarers,and fellowes of 
fuch infamous ranke : Thirdly, all meerely cwvill men, who 
come ſhort of Cato, Fabriciws, and other honeſt Hcathens, 
and wanting holineſſe, ſhall never ſee the Lord, Heb. 12 14. 
Fuurthly, all grofſe Hypocrites, whoſe outfides are painted 
with (uperfictall flouriſhes of holinefſe and honeſty but their 
inward parts filled with rottennefſe and luſt ; who have their 
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all formall Hypocrites, who arc delnded in pojnt cf Salva- 
tion, as were the fcoliſh Virgins, and that proud Phariſe, 
Loukets. 11, Sixthly, all finall back-fliders, of which ſome 6 
eurne ſenſuall Epicures , and plunge themſelves into worldly 
pleaſures, with farre more rage and greedineſſe, by reaſen of 
former reſtraint by atemporary profeſſion ; others become 
{currill deriders of the holy way ; ſome, bloody goads in the 
ſides of thoſe with whom they have formerly walked into 
the Houſe of God, as friznds. Scventhly, all anſound Pro- 7. 
feſfors for the preſent, of which you would little thinke, 
what a number there is : I ſay, ler theſe and all other ſtran- 
gersto the puritie and power of godlineſle be ſer apart, and 
tell mee how many truc-hearted Nathaneels wee are like to 
k finde. k Non 

Yer: x. Try then the truthof thy ſpirituall ſtate by this malay Yea ole 
marke of a ſober ard fincere ſingularitie. If thou ſtill hol 'S+, « inter cos 
deſt correſpondence with the world, and conformitic tothe _ —_—— 
faſhions thereof; if ſtill thou ſwimmeſt downe thecurrent Nam quiſquis 2- 
of the times, and ſhifteſt thy failes to the ſitting of every ques 
Winde; if thine heart hanker ſtill after the taſtelefle fooleries rr mm 
of good fellow ſhip, and follow the multitude to doe ill ; it 524. —_ 
thou be carried with the ſwingeand ſway of the place where 
thouliveſt, touphold by a boiſterous combination, lewd- 
nefſe and vanity, to prophane the Lords Day , to ſcome Pro» 
fcſlſion, oppoſe the Miniſterie, and walke in the broad Way ; TY 
In a word, if thou doeſt as the moſt ! doe ; thou art utterly Se 
undone for ever. But if with a mercifull violence thou bee ter paucos 
pulled out of the world,by the power of the Word and hap» | —— 4 
pily weaned from the ſenſuall, inſenſible poiſon of all bitter- gu; & Trwy. 
{weete plcaſures; and fellowſhip with unfruirfull works of "a oP 
darkeneſſe ; If by ſtanding on Gods fide, and hatred of af 
falſe wayes, thou art become the Drwnkaras ſong, as David 
was, anda by-word amongſt the ſonnes of Behal, as was 
Tb; If the world lowre and looke ſowre upon thee for thy 
looking towards Heaven , and thy good-tcllow companions 
abandon Thee,as too preciſe ; If thy life be nor like other mens, 
and thy wayes of another faſtion,as the Epicures of thoſe times 
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charged therighteous man, when the booke of W iſedome 
was written ; Ina word,if thou walkeſt in the narrow Way, 
al and be one of that little locke, which lives amongſt Yolver, 
= 1.65, Wdtherefore muſt needsbelittle ; ſo that by all the Leoparas, 


Lyons, and Beares about thee, I meane all ſorts of unregene- 
rate men , thouart hunted for thy holineſſe, as a Partridge 
on the mountaines, at leaſt by the poiſon and perſecution ot 
the tongue ; I ſay, then thou art certainely in the hic way to 
Heaven. 

2. If the Saints of God bee men of fingalaritic, in the 
ſence Ihave ſaid ; then away with thoſe baſe and braincleſle 
cavils, againſt thoſe who are wiſe unto ſalvation : What ? 
w Cir undique AC YOU wiſer then your fore-fathers ? then all the » Towne? 
mali periirepant then ſuch and ſuch learned men? then your owne Parents 2 
fie vas He Are you wiſer then your Head , may the Husband ſay, &c. 
Chriſtianus es * * Nay further, to Noah it might have bin ſaid by the wretches 
JS fre of thoſe times, Artthou wiler thenall the world ? ( He our 
alii, & 7 Et iy of the height of his heroicall reſolution, cafily endured and 

iCiss ; . —_—— 1 . 
fun , ur repellzs igeltcd the affronts and indignities of this kinde from 
iito neſcio quos: Millions of men.) But take thou theſe ſpitcfull taunts , and 
A2veIiAL . . 

premic , urger, Pundethem in the meanetime , as a Crowne unto thee, and 
quod pejus clt in thi tie with 
nd», L.; advance forward inthinc holy fingularitie with all ſwecte 
anorum ſutfocat ' 
Chriſtianos. Stidatur, #ftuatur, tribulatur anima Chriſtiana, &c. Tdeo vide quid dicat- Reſponder e» 
nim, Quid mjhi prodeſt,quia modo mihi facio remedia , b& lucror paucos dies 5 Exco hinc de iſto (z- 
culo,ct vado ad Dominum mcum, & mittct mein ignem,quia przpoſui paucos dies vtz fature, mitter 
ne in genevnas—— Ec hoc foite non in platea tibi Tici amicus,fcd in domo uxorgaut forts marirus ux - 
ori fide, bone & ſane deceptor ipfias,Si mulicr marits, Eva eſt 1111:Si vir uxori,Diabolus eſt illi- Aur 
1pfa tibi Eva c{t,aut tu 1lli ſerpeus C54ng, #n 7 [ol. g3.p, 201. h Non igitur dubium eſt, quin generatio 
Prava infen(iflime cum odcrir,& varie cxercucritzinſultances ei: Num tu (olus ſapiz* Num ſolus ru Deo 
_ < Num rs reliqui omnes erramns? omnes damnabimur + Tu folus non crras* Solus noun damna- 

risi Hec magna virtus tuit. Nobis enim hodie impoſlibile efſe viderue, ut unus (ſe opponat tot: orbi 
terrarumyreliquos omnes damnet, tanquam malos,qu1 tamen Ecclefiam, verbum et cultum Dei jafane, 
ic autem foliim ſtatuat Dei filum, ct Deo acceptum eſſe, Latherws. Neque paryum eſt deſpicere irri- 
derztes et opprobantes,etſalibus inceſſcntes : at juſtus ille non tantum decem er viginti,et cencum ho» 
mines,ſed et omnem hominum naturam er tot myriades deſpexit. Veriſimile enim omnes illos 1dere, re- 
prehendere,ſublarnare, & cebacchari: ct forte ctiam, (i poſlibile fuiſſer, dilacerare voluiſle. Cor:foft, 
Hom 2;.m cap 6.Cx Tam domeſtica ill; crat ſirenuitas,ut viam diverſam a vulgar! quam omais multi. 
tnco inambulabar, irer:ct neque timerer, neque ſuſpicarerur al1quid _—_ yerifimile eſt, ignavis ac + 
cidere; quſi | n— viderinz,multos fimal conlptrare, hoc velamen, et hanc occaſfionem tus ignayiz 
Pratexaut,ac dicunt : Quid ego novum, er ſingulare poſt illos omnes faQturus efſem advertarius tar.tz 
mult.cudints,cr cum tanto populo bejlum ſoſceprtygus? Numquid ill1s omnibus cgo admirebilior elems 
2 utilitas forct tantarum inimiciiarum* Quad commodun tanxi odii 4 Mjblealium cogitabar,neque 
'n anumum ſurmcbat, 16m 3bid- Hom, 22. 
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content andundauntednefle of ſpirit, towards that glorious 
immortall Crowne above ; and let thoſe miſerable men, 
whoſe eyes are hood-winkt by Satan, and ſo blinded with 
carthly duſt, that they cannot poſlibly diſcerne the inviſible 
excellencics and true noblenefle of the negleed Saints, fol- 
low thefolly of their worldly wiſedome, and ſway of the 
goun part, to cndlefſe woe ; and then give lolers leave to 
calke, 

3. Let every one, who in ſincerity of heart ſeekes to be 
faved, ever holdita ſpeciall happinefſe, and his hyelt honor, ins 
*to be ſingled out from the Vuniverſall peſtilent contagion of - — 
common prophaneneſſe,and the finfull conrſes of the greateſt prac, wougb now 
part ; and to be cenſured as ſingular in that reſpe&t. Neither ,,,, den 
15 this a {ingular thing, that I now ſuggeſt ; but it hath beene __ _— .... 
the portion of the Saints in all ages, to be trod upon withthe ,, p,,/i,u med 
feere of imperious contempt, asa number of odde defpilcd Oe S——_ 
underlings, whereas indeed they are Gods Jewels, and th, "7c i, Babiug- 
onely excellent upon earth. Behold faith //aiab, Chap.8.1 8, 97," GY 
I and the Children whom the Lord hath givenme, are for fignes 31 
and wonders in 1ſracl, I am 4s amonſter nnto many, faith Da» 

vid, Pſal.71.7. Tam inderiſion dayly, every one mocketh mee, 

faith Jeremy, Chap. 20.7. We are made, ſaith Pani, a ſpefacle 

unto the world, and to Angels, and to men, 1 Cor.4.9, Wee are 

made as the filth of the world,the off ſcomring of all things, v.13, 

Ine Asſtins time, thoſe that made conſcience of their waies, , $unt muki matt 
durſt not plange into the corruptions of the times, and play riventes Chriſts- 
the good fellowes, were fcornefully pointed at, not onely by eric bend vi 
Pagans, but even by unreformed Profeffors, Profeſſors at vn er _ 
1arge, as we call them, as fellowes that aff:Red a preciſeneſle _— —_— 
and parity above ordinary and others : They would thus in. = <afus <lle, & 
ſult and ſcoffingly fly in the face of ſuch an holy one ; Tow are — 
a great man, ſure, yor are a juſt man, you are an Elias, you re \coere,crs: 
& inter ſpeAtatores nogacium theatrorum noluerit ire niſi m coes infor 
_— y + ps & dicunt, Ta magnas, . frog = Heli a —_ —_ 
cedir 4 via Chriſti | ends ee nde hy Le evan, Que —_——_ 


vyerba aſpera, &c. Dicat, Qualia yerba audio, ſervus peccator 5 | ; 
end. is Dake bo, pe c * Dominus meus audiyit, Damoniumy 
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q $i ſimplex ali-4re 4 Peter, you come from Heaven, cc, In 9after-times, if a 
guis, caſtes aut man were but meerely civill, ingenious, chaſte, tcyyperate, bee 
gin aliquo vel W4s Ade & by-word and laughmg ftocke to thoſe about him, 
conventu , latem They preſently ſaid ; Hee was prond, ſingular, beſide himſelfe, 
ubricam per- , . l tl ; 
ditorum viam non Fiypocrite, Cc. Thus it was, is at this time, and will be to the 
eceror, fabala,ct worlds end, that every ſtigmaticall Whoremonger, beaſtly 
efficitur. Inſoles Drumkard, ignorant Lozell, ſcoffing 1/mael, ard Selfe-guilty 
puoque, conn wretch will have a bitter gird, a dry blow, as they ſay, a 
Mypocres corti- ſcurrill gibe, tothrow like the Mad- mans fire-brand into the 
Vndec mult,qui face Of Gods people, as though they were a company of 
ad bonam frozem odde humorous fellowes , and a contemptible generation. 
evenirent,fi cum oy * » 
modeſtis er bonis T 1s, I ſay, ever was, andever will bee the worlds opinion of 
degerent 5 ha the wayes of God. The children of darkenefle ever harbour 
ranone abſtrafti . . 
walorum con- ſuch conceits, and peremptorily paſſe ſuch cenſures npon the 
cite ad walu"' children of light. 
Tia incer fuos con- Tt is ſtrange 1 Menare content to beſingular in any thing, 
cuberrates nomi- aye inthe ſervice of,God,and ſalvation of their ſoules. They 
wor- Nicolow & dclire, and labour too, to bee ſingularly rich, and the weal> 
(none «4 hieſt ina Towne; to bee ſingularly proud, and in faſhion 
Jeen. de Gerſems, by themſelves; to be the ſtrongeſt in the company to powre 
—_ in ſtrong drinke. They would with all their hearts be in ho- 
nour alone, and adored above others. They would dwell a- 
lone, and not ſuffer a poore mans houſe to bee within fight. 
They aftc ſingularity in wit, learning, wiſedome, valour, 
worldly reputation, and in all other carthly precedencies ; 
bue they can by no meanes endurealonenefle, and ſingulari- 
ty in zeale,and the Lords ſervice, In matters of Religion,they 
are reſolved to doe as the moſt doe, though in ſo doing cas 
certainly damne their owne ſoules, Mat.7,1 4. Baſeſt coward- 
linefle, and fcarcfulnefle firfor ſach a doome ! Revel. 21.8, 
They are afraid of takings Gods part too much ; of fighting 
too valiantly under the Colours of Chriſt ; of being too bus» 
ſic abont the ſalvagion of their {oules ; leſt they ſhould bee 
accounted too preciſe, fellowes of an odde humour, and 
engroflers of more grace than ordinary. It is one of Satans 
dreadfull depths, as wide as hel!, and brimme-full with the 
blood of infinite ſoukes ; To make men ambitious, and cove- 
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tous of ſingnlarity in all other things: but in godlinefſe, and 
Gods ſervices ; not to ſuffer if rthemſelves,and to perſecute 
it in others, 

Now in this Story of Noah, ſo highly honoured with fin- 
gularity of freedome,from the ſinfull contagion of thoſe deſ- 
perate times, and happily exempted from that moſt generall, 
and greateſt Indgement upon the earth that ever the Sunne 
ſaw, an Vniverfall drowning ; glorieuſly mounting upupon 
the wings of falvation and (afety, both of ſoule and body, 
when a worldof Giant-like Rebels ſunke to the bottome of 
that new Sea, as a ſtone, or lead, I conſider, 

I. The canſe of ſucha ſingular bleſled preſervation,; which 
was the free grace and favour of God; Be Noah ford grace 
in the eyes of the Lord, verſ. 8. 

2, The renowne, and hononr of Neahs name: in that he 
ſtands heereas the Father of the * new world, holy ſecede, r Perewnte mun- 


and progenitors of Ieſus Chriſt : Theſe are the generations of 19259" =—_— 
Noah, verſe 9. 11COrrUpta,ut nov 


3. The deſcription of Noahs : 1. Perſonall goodneſle : pemennggf = + 
2. Preſervation z 3. Poſterity. Theſe two latter follow, 2» tminarium, 
His perſonalldeſcription ſtands in the end of verſe yg. Noah © © 
was a juft man, and per fe? in his generations, and Noah walked 
with God. W here we finde him honoured with three noble 
Attributes , which make up the charaRter of a compleate 
Chriſtian : 1. Honeſty. 2. Vprightnefle. 3, Picty. And 
they receive much excellency and laſtre from a circumſtance 
of time : /# his generations : © which were many and mainely { Atque be view 
corrupt, cumſtanri4 rem» 
Without any further unfolding my Text coherence and Ponom: Pang 
dependance upon either precedent or following parts, (for cxocirs cium Ba 
Hiſtoricall paſſages are plainer, and doe not ever cxat the cc ws ,' fed 
length and labour of ſuch an exaQreſolution, as other Scrip- mukis, von con- 
tures doc,) I colle& from the firſt pgint, wherein I finde jonis,cedcum bo- 
Gods freegraceto be the prime and principal canſe of Noahs minibus comup- 
preſervation, this Note : corrupriſſimo. 
Dett, The free grace and favour of God iithe firſt mover 7%. #9 59: 
and fountaine of all our good. Conſider for this purpoſe fach 
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places as theſe, /ere.31.3. Hoſ 14.4. Dent.7.7, 8. Romy 1x, 
12,13. 10h.3,16. Ioſ.24-2,3. Epbe/.1.5, 

And it muſt needs bee ſo. For it is utterly impoſſible that 
any finite cauſe, created power, or any thing out of himſelfe, 
ſhould primarily moove and incline the eternall, immutable, 
created, omnipotent will of God. The true originall and 
prume motive of all gracious, bountifull expreflions and 
cftulions of loveupon His EleR, is Ris 49me. His merum be. 
neplacitum : The good pleaſure of His will. And therefore 
e Sicur Deo vihil tO hold, that cleRion to lite is made upon foreſight of faith, 
poreſ! cle cauiz good workes, the right uſe of free-will, or any created 
ita e ipli Deo ni, MOTIVE, is Not onely* falſe, and wicked ; but alſo an igno» 


lil potcſt eſſe Is fl 
caulafie ab +. TAK and abſurd Tenent. To fayno more at this time, it robs 


no aliquid velic 6s God of his All-ſufficiency, making Him goe our of Him- 

on 2 pong ſelte, looking to this or that in the creature, upon which 
aula, ut ab , : 4 

*rerno fit, Dried His will may bee detertnined to elet, The Schoole-men 


el ak pre. chongh otherwiſe arotten generation of Divines, yet are 
&1. divi.cep.3. right in this. 


mes ——_ 1. That diſtin&ion which T learne from my * Maſter, in 
readextra, ad a- his heavenly Sermons publiſhed fince his death, doth leade 


nn; unto aright, and truely inlighten this Hcad-ſpring of all our 


_ ab = in good. Some allions of Godt, love Wnto Hd, (aich he, are ſo 
derer, wed ww hriſt, that they are wholly ſuſpended on Hum, and Hu me. 


Cw 4 rits are the onely procnring cauſe of them : For example, Fore 


40. grveneſſe of ſinnes, t4 an ation of Goas love unto 14, and yet this 
Drvine voluntatis 2p ly depends upon Chriſt, and his merits ; ſo that m_—_ 


ovlum nulla - 
eſt cuula Snake ou Blood muſt ether procure this mercy for #4 from God, elſ+ 


objec, Rd eva they will never bee forgrven ; and this, and the bike love of 


nullum eſt obje- God, i both in Chriſt, and for Chriſt, 2. There are ſome 6- 


quod polls 12. ther altions of Gods love, which ariſe meerely and onely ont of 


<ne ratio volendi phe abſolute will of God, without any concurrence of Chriſts me- 
bon, Vaſque? Fits ; os the eternall purpoſe of God, whereby He hath deter- 
mf: 6;P9: 423 mined to chuſe ſome men to ſalvation ; thi u an attion of Gods 
aThet met worthy, love meevely riſmmg ont of Hu abſolmte will , without Chrifts 


m__ ; baly,and tear” rrerits. For Chrift 8 a Mediator, and all bu merits are the 
Gul —— effelts of hs love not the cauſe i My yet _ love, =_yy 
dall, Ser-2+ upon ; . vp ts 2 F 22.11, 

Roms.pagt It be not for Chriſt, yet 1 it in Chriſt, Epb.3.11, —_—_ 
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the eternall purpoſe, which hee wrought in Chriſt Ieſus our 
Lord: that is, inregardof the execntion of it ; for even this 
eternal purpoſe , and all the aftions of Gods love, which ariſe 
from his abſolute Will, are effeed, and brought to paſſe in and 
through (brift. Mes 

3- We may take an eſtimate of the abſolate, and infinite 
frankeneſſe of thisunconceiveable love of God to his, which 
reacheth from everlaſting to everlaſting, by looking upon 
that goodly, faire, ſweete, amiable creature deſcribed , Ex#- 
chiel 16. Inthe beginning of the Chapter, ſhee lies moſt fil 
thy and foule, tumbling in her owne blood, pitticd by no 
eyc,abhurred of all ; which loathſomneſle ſhould rather have 
begot loathing, then love : averſion and hate, then affeion, 
and liking : yet God Himſelfe doth there profeſſe , out of 
a melting pang, and overflowing abundance of His free 
grace, that, that time was unto Him the time of love : Hee 
fpred His skirt over her, and covered her nakedneſle. Ina 
word: after ſhce was dreſſed, and adorned with Gods moſt 
Skilfull and mercifull hand , ſhce became a moſt lovely thing: 
Firſt, waſhed with water, cleanſed from blood, anointed 
with oyle ; then cloathed with broidered worke, ſhod with 
Badgers skinne, girded about with finelinnen, covered with 
ſilke, decked with ornaments of ſilver and gold : withbrace- 
lets upon her hands, a chaine on her necke, a jewell onher 
forchead , earerings in her cares, and a beautifull Crowne 
upon her head, fedde with fine lower, honey and oyle; 
ſo that ſhee became exceeding beautifull , and renowned 
throughthe whole World, for her perfe& comelineſle, even 
- owne comelineſſe, which I put wpon ber, ſaith'the Lord 
God. | 

Vſes: 1. All praiſe then is due unto Jehovah, the Anthor 
of all our good , the Fountaine of all our blifſe , the Well- 
ſpring of 1immortalitie and life whereby we live,and moove, 
andhave our becing , our-naturall being, the beeing of oar 
outward ſtate; our gracious being = everlaſtingnefle of 
our glorious ſtate. Were the holieſt heart upen carth enlare 
g<d, to the vaſt comprehenſion of this great Worlds _ 
neſle ; 


—— _—— _ 
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nefſe; nay, made capable of all the glorious and magnificent 
Hallel#-jabs , and hearty praiſes offered to Jehovah, both by 
all the Militant , and Triumphant Church; yer would it 
come infinitely ſhort of ſutficiontly magnifying,admiring,and 
adoring the inexplicable myſterie , and bottomleſſe depth of 
this free,independant mercy,and love of God, the)Fountaine, 
and firſt Moover of all our good | Wee may and are bound, 
to blefſe God for all the meanes, inſtruments, and ſecond cau- 
ſes, whereby it pleaſeth God to conferre, and convey good 
thingsunto us : but wee muſt reſt principally, with lowlieſt 
thoughts of moſt humble and heartieſt praiſcfulneſlc, at the 
Well-hcad of all our welfare, Jehovah, blefied for ever. We 
receive a great deale of comfort, and refreſhment from the 
Moone and Starres ; but wee mult chiefly thanke the Sunne : 
from the greater Riversalſo ; but the maine Sea is the Foun» 
taine. Angels, Miniſters, and Men may pleaſureus ; but 7e. 
hovah , isthe principall. Let us then imitate thoſe Lights of 
Heaven , and Rivers of the Earth ; doe all the good wee 
can with thoſe good things God hath given us by his inſtru- 
ments ;z and then refle& backe rowards, and returne all the 
glory and praife unto the Sunne of righteonincfle, and Sea 
of our ſalvation. The beames of the Moone and Starres 
returne as farre backe to glorifie the face of the Sunne, which 
gave them their beautic, as they can poſſibly, untill they 
bee refletcd, or determine by neceflary expiration, the 
Sunnes ejaculatory power being finite : Let us ſemblably 
ever ſend backe to Gods owne glorious Selfe , the honour 
of all His gifts, by a fruitfull improovement of them, 
in ſetting forth His glory , and by continuall fervent cjacula» 
ow of praiſe, to the utmoſt poſſibilitie of our gracious 
carts. - | 

And here I cannot hold , but muſt needs moſt juſtly com- 
plaine of the hatefull , intolerable unthankefulnefle of us in 
this Kingdome, the happicſt people under the Cope of Hea» 
ven, had we hearts enlarged to conceive aright of Gods ex- 
traordinary love , and ſuch miraculous mercics , as never Na- 
tion eyjoyed 1 Walke over the World : Peruſe the _ 
acc 
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face of the Earth, from Eaſt tro Weſt, from North to South, 7 Srehe ee thee, 

which is above one and twenty thouſand miles about, borh 2% Ln 4 

wayes; and from one ſideof Heaven to another; thou fhalt blow = ap ; be 9 

not finde ſuch another illightened Goſbenas this Nand,where- £97 *% mans, 

in we dwell, Of fixe parts of the Earth, fivearener Chriſti- tw, we ore we- 

an; and in Chriſtendome, what otherpart is fo free from the 97 n wfieee, 

reigneof Popery, the rage of Schilme, or the deſtroying few werdebeveant 

Sword ? Or where beſides doth the Goſpell ſhine with ſuch wiict @ moſt wrer- 

glory, truth and peace Or in what nooke of the World me ——_— 

' are there ſo many fairhfull Soules, who cry unto God day bearer himſelf t+- 
andnight, again(t the abominations of the times ; for the ne Tad 

preſervation of the Goſpcll; that Gods name may bee glo- 

riouſly ballowed, His Kingdome come, His will be done in 

every place, and themſelves ſerve him with trath of heart ? 

And yet weare too ready, if we have not the height of our 

defires,and our wils tothe fall, in ſtead of patience,teares, and 

prayers, which beſt become the Saints} to embitter all other 

blefiings, andto diſcover moſt horrible anthankefulneſſe of 

th-m, by repining, grumbling, and difeontent ; Iam fare, by 

notrejoycmg (as we ought) in every good thing which the Lord- 

our God hath grven unto:8 ; andby not improoving the ex- 

traordinarm<fle of His mercies, to our more glorious ſervice 

of Him, and more humbly and preciſely walking before 

Him. Give me leave therefore in ſhort, to revive and refreſh 

your memori:s, with repreſentation of ſome generall heads 

onely of tho(e innumerable ſpeciall favours , with which 

Gods merciful! hand hath crowned this Kingdome, for the 

ſtirring up, and enlarging our hearts, to the entertainement 

and exerciſe of this moſt neceflary, and moſt negleRted dn- 

tic of praiſing /chova. And here, weeof this Nation may a 

great deale more juſtly, and rightly ſay, than the French 

Chronicler, in the Preface to his Story, That we have troed in 

« time of Miracles : onr Poſteritie will hardly beleeve the 

wonders done in our dayes. Was ivnet » miraculous mer- 

cy, that ſucha glorious noone-tide-of the Gofpell , as wee 

have enjoyedall our life long, ſhould (pring out of the dar« 

keſt mjS&nightof damned Popery, which u ly ſerzed / 


upon: 
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upon theface of this Kingdome in the time of Quyene Aa- 
ry ; eſpeciall watched extraordinarily , and molt ſtrongly 
guarded by all the policy of hell, and power of the Pope ? 
that the blood of thoſe bleſſed Martyrs ſhould bring forch 
ſince, ſucha world of Gods fincere worſhip, and to ma- 
ny thouſandsof gracious Soules, who are already crowned 
with everlaſting blifſe > That Queene Elzaberh, thar match- 
leſſe Princeſle, and Pearle of the World, ſhould 1n thoſe 
fiery times bee preſerved in ſafety, as a {wert harmeleſſe 
Lambe, amidſt ſo many mercileſſ> Romiſh Wolves, who 
implacably thirſted for her precious life ? Was it not a won» 
der, that the facred handof that {elfe-ſame crowned bleſſed 
Lady, next under Gods Almighty One, ſhould in deſpighr 
of all the Powers of Darknefle, and Popiſk rage, raiſe our 
true Religion, as it were by miracle from the dead, a thing 
which the World fo little hoped to ſec ; that even they, 
which beheld itdone, ſcarſly beleeved their owne ſenſes ar 
the firſt bcholding? Thatafterward, the Silver line of her 
much-honoured life ſhould bee hid in the endlefle maze of 
Gods bottomeleſle mercies, from the fierce aſſaults of ſoma- 
ny Popiſh Bu/s,ſuch a prodigious vaticty of murderons com- 
plotments againſt her facred Perſon ; andall thoſe deſperate 
Afalins of Rome, who all her life long hunted full greedily 
® The excellmcy of after her Virgin blood? * And was not our deliverance in 
owes far the Goſ. Eighty cight a Miracle, when the Sea fought for us, and her 
prb, mal extraerd proud waves cnlarged themſclyes to {wallow up quicke their 
the miraralews pre. Prouder burden ? There was a day, as many of us may re- 
Lad - member, whichthe Papilts called, The long-lookt-for Day ; 
fo mery attempts, the Day which ſhould pay for all : They meant the Day, 
ny ns, when Queene Elizabeth ſhould dye. About which, their 
ftols, Ponierds, Þe;.. falſe prophets were ſo confident and hopefull, that they ex- 
ſon! » Trearx;n2/, pected upon the blood of that Day, to havebuilt their Idola« 
veſions;Carſes, Fx» TONS Babel] againe : For they would needs foretell, that it 
alike mf © would bee a bloody Day. 7 By the uncertainty of the next 
lice of Hcl and Heire (faid one of them 1n the late Queenes dayces)owr Conne 
y tuſwer 16 the £13 #911 the moſt dreadful!, and deſperate caſe ; im the greateſt 
Libel of Eng init miſery, and moſt dangerom termes, that ever it was ſince, or bee 
Pati ugh & 13g, —— f fwe 
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fore the Conqueſt ; and farre worſe then any Connrey of Chri. 
ſhendome,by the certainty of moſt bloody crvilt, and forren warrer: 

all our wealth and felicitie whatſoever , depending upon a few 

mncertam? dayes of Queene Elizabeths bfe. Clouds of blood 

( Gaith «another ) hang in the Aire , which at thedeath of . Non vos later 
Queene Elizabeth will diflolve, and raine downe upon Eng- mou? Bucs 5 
land, which then is cxpe&ed as a prey to the ambition of tas, cujus ſepul- 
neighbour-Nations. I am fare, the falfe propher ſpake ro this nnnon bryan 
ſenſe. And what comes of all this * when the Day came, ns et nautragum 
God, even wrought a miracle of mercy for the comfort of PR 
this Kingdome, and farther confuſion of ſuch tellers,and fore --Careram mtu 
tellers of lves: * For the Swunne ſet, and no night followed : the . —_ 
{ame mercifull hand at the ſame time crowned Queene E/- Repuolicemem- 
zabeth with immortall glory, andſer the earthly Crowne of _— 
this Kingdomeupon King James his head, without ſheading ingentes moles 
ſo much asone drop of blood. And was it not a miraculous tmtfronam,cru- 
mercy to have ſuch a King, after ſuch a Queene ? who hath ce won trnonmmggg 
already , next under that mightie God , by whom' Kings nubes veſtris un- 
reigne,contizucd theGoſpeil untons, and preſerved us, from i. 
th: deſtroying Sword now fulltwentic yeeres: And what do — vodequaque 
you thinke, vere twentie yeecres Peace,and the enjoyment of ———— 
the Goſpell, worth, were itto be bought ? * Who hathrenno» citur «x expetta- 
bled this Kingdome for ever , by his excellent Writings ,-in bo dominh f. 
the cauic of Religion againſt Antichriſt, which would have cio i peroratione 
created a great deale of honour toa private man, minding oem" 
nothing ci{c : How illuſtrious then doe they make cur King? occubuir,nox nut: 
The childeunborne will bleſſe King James,for his premoniti- **** 

on to all the Princes, and free States of Chriſtendome ;- and 
that Royall Remonſtrance, againſt the rotten, and peſtilent 
Oration of the French Cardinall, to the atrer, and triumphant 
overthrow of it; penne@in that ſtile, that none can poſſibly 
reach , but a learned King : his Galden pen hath given ſuch 
a blow to that beaſt of Rome, thathce will never beable to / 
itand upon his fourc legs againe : hee hath ſhot out of his 
Royall bow ſich keene arrowes , taken outot the quiver of 
God Booke, which will hang in the ſides of that skarlet 
Whore,and make her lameas long as ſhee)ives. Did heenort 
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ſcale ns an Inſtrument of his hand,as it were, to reſtifie his in- 
vincible cleaving to the Truth, which he hath ſo excellently, 
and unanſwerably defended with his Pen , the ſame day hee 
gave the Noble Princeſſ:s, aſecond Elizabeth, to the Pala- 
tine? Hath he not moſt happily and ſeaſonably ſtopped the 
haſty torrent of the Arminian Se&,and the domineering rage 
of bloody Ducls,&c ? And was not the diſcovery anddeli- 
verance from the Powder-plot , that greataſtoniſhment of 
Men and Angels, one of the moſt unparalelled and mercifull 
Micacles,that ever the Chutch of God taſted? Isit not admi- 
rable in the cyes of all Chriſtendome , that the onely Daugh- 
ter of our King , unworthily hunted up and downe like a 
Partridge in the Mountaines, ſhould with ſuch Heroicall 
height of Spirit paſſe thorow ſo many inſapportable dangers, 
difficulties,and indignitics, impoſſible to be forced upon La- 
dies by generous ſpirits, and as impoſſible to be borneand 
overcome, but by aninvincible ſpirit; and that Shee and all 
her Royall little Ones ſhould be ſtill fafe in the golden Cabi- 
net of Gods ſweeteſt providence ? /And to crowne all with a 
wonder of greateſt aſtoniſhment, doe not weall, that are the 
Kings faithfulleſt Subje&s , almoſt feare ſtill , leſt webe ina 
dreame , that Prince Charles, the Flowre of Chriſtendome, 
ſhonldreturne home fo ! To lay no more : Away then with 
all ſowre, melancholike, cauſeleſſe, finfull diſcontent. -And 
Praiſe ye the Lord ”; wnto the Lord a new ſong; and bY praiſe, 
in the congregation of the Saints. Let Iſrael rejoyos 1nhens that 
maae hins : tet the children of Zion be jayfull in their Kmng. For 
the Lord taketh pleaſure in his people: Hee will beantifie the 
meeke with /alvation. Let the Saints be joyſull in glory: let them 
ſing alond mpon their beds, Ina word,letus of this Hand, as we 
have juſt cauſe, above all the Nations of the earth, and above 
all Agesof the Church, from the very firſt creation of it, praiſe 
Tchovah moſt heartily, infinitely, and for ever. 

2. Never hit any inthe tecth with deformitie of body, 
dulnefle of conceit,weakenefſe of wit, pooreneſic in outward 
ſtate,baſeneſle of birth,&c. For who makes thee to differ from 
another ? Either, | , 
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In naturall gifts,as comelineſle of body,beanty,feature,ſta- 
ture, wit, ſtrength, &c; See 7ob 10.10,11.P/4.139,13,14,16. 

Tn civill cadowrhtents, or any artificiall skill ; antillir come 
even unto matters of Husbandry : See //aiah 28:26. » 

In cutward things, ſee P/a/m. 127. More particularly, in 
preferment, and promotion, ſee Pſal. 75, 6,7. In children, 

1 S49.1.27. P/al. 127.3. Ina good wike, ſee Prov.1g.14- 

In ſpirituall things, ſee Eze7/.16. * Inany thing thou canſt * 1% 43. 25: 
name. We arc all framed of the ſame mold, hewed out of the 4 —__ 
ſame Rocke, made, as it were, of the ſame cloth,the ſheares, Phil-1-29- 
as they ſay, onely going betweene it is therefore onely the xph.4-15. 
free love and grace of God, which makes all the difference. 

W hereupon, it wasan excellent ſpeech of the laſt French 
King, as his Chronitler reports : #/hen [ was boyne, there were 7* ri ay 
a thouſand other ſoules more borne : what have 1 done unto God, —— : 
more then they ? It is hu meere grace and mercy, which doth 
often bind me more unto ha juſtice : for the faults of great men 
are never (mall, 

 Letnonethen, I ſay, over-looke, diſdaine, or brows beate 

their bretheren, by reaſon of any extraordinarineſle of gifts, 

eminency of parts , ſingularity of Gods ſpeciall favour, or 

indulgence towards him in any good thing, which he denies 

to others, Eſpecially, thy ſelfe being vouchfafedthe mercy 

of converſion ; never inſolently and imperioufly inſult over 

thoſe poore ſoules, who arcbefide themſelyes in matter of 

falvation, who like miſerable drudges, damne themſelves in 

the Devils flavery, and ſuffer their corrupt natureto carry 

them to any villany, luſt, or lewd courſe. Alas | our hearts 

ſhould bleed within us, to behold ſo many about us, to im- 

brew their cruell handy in the bloud of their owne ſoules, b 

their ignorance, woerldlineſſe, drunkenneſſe, luſt, lying, ſcof- 

fing at profeſſion, hating to be reformed, &c, What heart, 

except it bee hewed out of the hardeſt rocke, or hath ſackt 

the breſts of mercilefle Tygers, but would yerne, and ——_ 

to ſee a man made of the ſame mold with himſelfe, wiltully, 

as it were,againſt the Miniſtery of the Word,a thouſand war- 

nings, and Gods many compaſſionate invitations, to. calt 
C  himſelfe 
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himſelfe body and ſoule into the endlefſe, eaſelefſe, and ree 
medilefle miſeries of Hell ? Ardthe rather ſhould we pitty, 
and pray for ſuch an one, who followes the ſwinge of his 
owne heart, to his owne everlaſting p&dition, becauſe, as I 
faid before, thereWent but the ſheares betweene the matter 
whereof we wereall made ; onely the free mercy, goodnefle 
and grace of God makes the difference, If hee ſhoald give 
us over to the unbridled current of our corrupt nature, wee 
might be as bad, andrun riot into a world of wickedneſle, ag 
well as he ; if the ſame God viſit him in mercy, he might be- 
come every way as good or better, then we. 

- 3. If thefree laveof God, bee the fonntaine of all our 
good ; away then with that fained fore-ſight of faith. right 
ule of free-will, good workes, which ſhonld move God to 
elcAbefore all eternity ; and that Luciferian ſelfe-conceite 
of preſentmerit,a fit monſtrous brood of that beaſt of Rome, 
who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelfe above all that 1s called Ged. 
For workes meritorious forc-lcene, are equally oppoſite to 
Grace, as workes meritorious really exiſting. Here you muſt 
call to minde thoſe cight conſiderations, which I oppoſed a- 
eainſt that wicked Tenent of Merit, which doth jultly merit 
never to taſte of Gods free mercy. 

From the ſecond point in theſe words : Theſe are the ge- 
nerations of Noah] whereas the fame and memoriall of all the 
Families upon Earth beſides, lay buried and. rotting in the 
gulfe of everlaſting oblivion, as their bodies in the nniverſfall 
graveof Waters ; the family of Noah, a righteous and holy 
man, is not onely preſerved in ſafety from the generall De- 
luge;but his generations regiſtredand renowned in the Booke 
of God, and conveyed along towards the Lord leſus, as his 
Progenitors and precedent Royall Line ; I obſerve this 

int : 

Deft. Perſonall goodnefſe isa good meanes to bring ſafe- 
ty, honour, and many comfortable bleſſings upon poſterity : 
ſee Dent.5.:9. Exod 20.6. P/al.37.26. Prov.to,7.and 11, 
21. P/al.112.1,3. Aft.2 39. 

Reaſon. 1. Parents proteſſing Religion in trath , make 
; conſcience 
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conſcience of praying for their children, before they have 


them, as did ® I/aac, Þ Hawnah : When they are quicke in , cen.25-r1. 


the wombe, as did< Rebeckah : When' they are borne, as did Þ x Sam t-9+ 
4 Zachariah : In the whole courſe of their life, as did © Iob : 4 


Attheir death, as didf 1/aas. And prayers wee know, are = 


for the purchaſing of all favoursat the hands of God, cither 
for our ſelves, or others, the moſt undoubted foveraigne 
meanes we can poflibly uſe. 

- 2+ Godly Parents doe infinitely more defire to ſee the 
true feare of Godplanted in theit childrens hearts, then, if it 
were poſſible, the imperiall Diadem of the whole Earth ſet 
upon their heads. And therefore their principall care is, and 
the Crowne of their greateſt joy ſhould bee, by good exam- 
ple, religious education, daily inſtrution, loving admonit>- 
ons, ſcaſonable reproofes, reſtraint from wicked company, 


' the corruptions of the times, &c. by all deareſt meanes, and 


utmoſt endeavours, to leave them gracious, when they goe 


out of this world. And Godlaeſſe, faith Pax/ hath the promiſe i Tin4-3 


of the life that now 14, and of that which #« to come, It gives 
right and full intereſt to all the true honour, bleſſings and 
comforts which are to be had in Heaven, or in Earth. 

3. Children are ordinarily apt, out of a kindly inſtin& of 
naturall lovingnefle, from many and ſtrongeſt motives, to 
imitate, and follow their Parents, either in Paſcneſſe, or bet- 
ter carriage, to heaven, or hell, 

4. A Father that truely feares God, dare not for his heart 
heape up riches, or purchaſe high roomes for his children, by 
wrong-doing, or any wicked wayes of getting; whercupon, 
both he and his, fare farre the better, and happily decline the 
flamiog edge of thoſe many fearefull curies denounced in 
Gods Booke, againſt all unconſcionable dealers. Such asthar, 
Eccleſiaſt.5. 13.14. There # a ſore evill which 1 have ſeene un- 
der the Sunne, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their 
hurt. But thoſe riches periſh by evill travell, and he begetteth 4 
ſonne, and there uw nothing in his hand, And Habac. 2, 9 10. 
Woe to him that coveteth an evill covetonſneſſe to his houſe, 
that hee may (et his n:ſt on hye, that bee may bee delivered 
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Gen-25-23, 
Luk-1-64- 
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fromthe power of evil, Thou haſt conſulted ſhame to thy houſs, 
by cutting off many people,and haſ? ſinned againſt thy ſoule, 
V/es : 1. Wouldeſt thou then have thy little babes thou 
. loveſt ſo dearely, bleſſed upon earth , truely noble , Gods fa- 
vourites, meete thee in Heaven ? Be holy thy Selfe. Men 
are very carefull and curious to have their ſeed-corne, and 
breed of cattell choiſe, and generous ; and will they not 
endeavour to nurture , manage, and condu@ the immortall 
foules of their children with grace, by godly education, to 
the higheſt advancement, of which thoſe noble natares are ca« 
pable, everlaſting bliſle, fruition of all heavenly joyes, world 
without end? 

2. This may alſo ſerve to reproove, and corre thoſe co- 
vetous Bedlams , that labour more to have their children 
great, than good ; gich, than religious, It is a madnefle of 
that kinde, which nceth termes to expreſle it : That a Man 
ſhould goe to Hell himſelfe, and fit his children to follow 
bum, in ſeckirg to eſtabliſh his houle, and raiſe his poſteritie, 
by Sacriledge, Simony, Bribery, V (ary, Oppreſſion, D-po- 
pulation, or any other courſe of cmeltie, and wrong, For {© 

2 Quz namg; dic (Mey lay their 8 foundation 1n fire-worke , which 15 able to 
oro aliena rapere blow up themſelves and their poſteritie,body and ſoule,roote 
m——_ any bg we and branch. 

ek er inoplane> 2, Let this fill the heart of the dying Chriſtian with 
qui propterc3 non { W CCtClt peace. For whereas the Bloody knife of prophane 
cebes raps ©» tens unconſcionable and cruell negligence in training up 
les diveiz incertz ENCIr children religiouſly,doth ſticke full deepe in their ſoules; 
jane : To vero ta- and leaving this life , they bequeath unto them the curſe of 
non alirer tacis, God, tOENher with their ill gotten, goods : hee happi- 
xt, ly fndcs hs con{ctznce , by reaſon of his former thirſty de 


nam @etifci; fi 
fundameita jac'a5, re poncea:, Propre: fiigorts, ac prone matum. Atoh i ipſum non debebat tunda* 


mentor in arenam locart. Nom itz vents, 27 ramo mox thud (chrertunt. Traque © ditcfeets voles, 
PEMINEM CiFrCUmvVentan S« | berts 12s voles divities tradere , juſtas acquire Niz quipre manent, 2c 
arm perhituat. Que yerp :ales ro: ſunt, conſefiun percunty ac corre npuntur, —— $! very omnino 
Q:;tcicere cvpys, ( es enim itta Hecett inte none otripus T2: cm CI1Vicus m4, «s tru volci: An VIig 10 W- 
orts ? Ar qui ex rapro ducicumt, mogico picrumae rempere ourant. Nam ſz penumerd rapive & im- 
poiture pParas dart, mortern vide ieer ,gumatursn quCc 172 4t poſtelins,, nilt brevi momento frui non 


: _ hs - % 
accat, & abcuntes Gebennam fortione, Fir vero & hoc (apc, ut cx dfiitis, laboribus ct curis 2$7:tus 
docs 119 Fs conlc icant cr Pere. n” , 0 emſod Serm. 2. 47 1: ad Epb. 
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fire and ſincere endeavour to doe his children good (piritual- pe : 
ly, freed from the horrour of ſuch blood-guiltinefſe , and 


leaves them to that comfortable oytward eſtate,whichno in- 
jury or uſury hath impoyſon to that never-failing 
providence of our heavenly-Father , which then is wont to 
worke moſt graciouſly , and bountifully for us, when wee 
renouncing the arme of fleſh, the favour of man; riches of 
iniquitic, and all ſuch broken ſtaves of reede, depend moſt 
uponit. If we will needs be our owne carvers for things of 
this life , either by right or wrong, fraud or faire dealing, all 
isone, ſothat wee may thrive and grow great inthe world ; 
then are we juſtly caſt off from all mertifull careover us, and 
expoſcd to ruine and curſe. But if we reſt ſincerely for our 
ſclves and ours upon the all-powerfull Providence , it will 
never faile , nor forſake us, but ever exerciſe, and improove 
its \wectenefle and wiſedome , for out true and everlaſting 


good. 

In thethird Point, adeſcription of Noahs ſpirituall ſtate, 
which is the compleate CharaQter of a true Chriſtian; con- 
fiſting of three Attributes :- 1. Þ Juſtnefle. 2. i Sinceritie. h P11 nar 

virum probum, 


3« Piety.. | collc& fromthe firſt this note : qe aties, 6 
Dett. Every truly religious Man , is alſo a righteous, and 520mm ye ur 
trae-dealing man. Frum the ſecond, this : Rod. ven. 
Dot. Sinccritic is the ſinew , and Touch-ſtone of truc _ DYDN *- 
Chriſtianitie. texram, imple 
Bur theſe two,I have ſo often preſſed in the courſe of my c:odidum, as fin- 
Minzſery, that I .x i/l paſſe by them at this time, com ones wi 


Looke what kinde of honeſty to men that is, which is 92/2 depreben> 
hot accompanicd with Religion towards God; the ſame is & faclic ore 
thatReligion towards God, which isnot attended with ho- hen 
neſtic to men. F'nhon-ſt religion , irreligions bonefly , nnſin- Nec yy» 1975 (o» 
cere religion and bonefty, arcall in one predicament, as they nat perſectuen, ur 
fay, andallout of the righe path. If thou have reſpeR ones yerie,, fed inte. 
ly to the Commandements of the firſt Table , and outward 8mm. Gucer 


non fFucarh Meye. 
in hunc Jooum, 
Dio Searrinc/ is the mve that nom fraudulemns confiliis,nom varins,ſed amplex apud Porn 1119 f 0 
Don abſolurz CanRticaris, ſed fincericarers cordis & pieraris ignaticar, quam (olam Deus 
& nobis pune cxigi : ficur dicitur, 1.Tim-1-5. Finis manden. eſt, Ke. Per. 
C 3 performance, 
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performance of religious ſervices ; but negleR duties of the 
ſecond, and conſcionable carriage to thy brethren ; Thou art 
but a Phariſe, and formall Proteſſcar : If rhou dealeſt juſtly 
with thy neighbour , and yet beca ſtranger to the myſtery of 
godlineſſe, canſt not pray, ſanifie the Lords Day, ſubmit to 
a ſincere and ſearching Miniſteric, &c. which the firſt Table 
enjoynes ; Thou art but ameere civill man : If thou put on 
a flouriſh, and outward face onely, of obedience and confor- 
mitictoboth, and yet be true-hearted in neither, as did the 


Phariſes, Marth.23.14 23- thou artbut a = Hypocrite, 
Beare thy (elfe holily towards God, honeſtly towards Man, 
and truc-heartedly towards both, or thou art no Body in 
Chriſts Kirgdome , but {till in the gall of bitrernefle, and 

Bpheſ4 24 bondof iniquitic- Put 0 righteonſ/neſſe , and trac holineſſe in 
this life, or thou ſhalt never put on a Crowne of glory inthe 
life ro come. 

In Hu generations ] which were many , and mainely cor- 
rupt. In that then Noah ſtood out, and ſtacks unto God 


k Non a vyerifimi n . , Lond : 
M_ — thorow io many * ages ; and againſt fo ! wicked a world ; we 


aratis dixiffe Mo. May lcarnc, | 
161 plaraliame- = Do#t, That conſtancie is ever an inſeparable Attendant 
rimerer, quim Upon true Chriſtianitic, But becauſe a double conſtancie is 

nt im heere implycd; 1, One in reſpe&t of continuance of time* - 

Nozch, quemrot 2. Another in reſpeR of oppoſition to the corrugtions of 

a. pony the times ; I may obferse two points. 

_— a DeR. x. Grace once truely rooted in the hcarr, can never 

conſtartie exem. Df remooved Sce for this purpoſe, Rom.11.29, Math.24 24. 

plem, quod und-. 1, {obn 3. 194 27- lobu 10.28. Rem, 8, 35, Lnks 22. 33. 

\ ehyrom—s wg 2, Cor.1.21, 22. Epbeſ. 4.30; &c. 

mgyons Reaſons may be taken, from 

Ou COrths - * ” * 

rraxir, Thid- 1. The deareneſle, (irengtb, conftancie, inviolablenefſe of 
God the Fathers love unto His Children. It is dearer then a 
Mothers,to her ſweeteſt Babe, 7/a 49.1 5. It is ſtronger then 
the mountaines , E/4. 54+ 10; It is as conſtant as the courſes 
of the Sunne and Moone and Starrer;of the day and of the night, 


Jer.31, 35,36.and 33, 20,31, It is as fare, as God Himſelfe, 
Pſal. $9. 35, &c. lad 
2.: Chrifts: 


(LIM 


F 
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2. Chriſts triumphant ſeffion and interceflion at His Fa- 
thers right hand, Which may for ever, with ſweeteſt peace, 
and freedome from laviſh trembling, aſſure us of our rooted- 
neſſe in Chriſt , conſtancie in grace, and everlaſting abode 
with him in the other World. Hee that will rent us from 
Chriſts myſticall Body , being once implantedinto Him by a 
lively fruirfull Faith, and blefledly knit unto Him by His Spi- 

rit, as faſt as the ſinewes of His precious Body are knit unto 
His bones, His fleſh ro his finewes, and His $skin to His fleſh; 
muſt pull Him our of Heaven, and remoove Him from the 
right hand of His Father, What fo furious or infernall pow 
er can or dare lay a finger on us in this kinde ! Hee hath taken 
the poiſoning power out of every thing, that ſhould hurt us, 
or hale us backe to hell. He hath conquered, captivated, car- 
ried in triumph , and chained up for ever all the enemies of 
our ſoules, and enviers of our ſalvation, They may exerciſe 
us in the meane time for our good; but they ſhall never be 
able to execute their malicious wils, or any mortall hurt upon 
us, either heere, or in the next life. 

3- Theirrevocable obſignation of the bleſſed Spirir, Eph. 
1.13,14.and 4.30. And who or what, can or dare, reverſe 
the Deede, or breake up the Seale of the holy Ghoſt. 

Heere then, as you ſee, the blefled Trinitic is the-un- 
mooveable ground of our going on in grace. 

4. Thelaſting and immorrall power of the Word, once 
rooted in a good and heneſt heart, Zake 8, 15, 1, Peter 
I. 23- , 
of The certaintic and ſweetneſſe of promiſes to this pur- 
poſe, er.32.39,40. Zech.1o, 12. Jobw 8.12, 2. Sew. 7. 14 

rs, P/al. $9.31, &c. 

6. The force and might of Faith, 1. Pez. 1. 2,3,4;5- 

7. The efficacie of Chriſts Prayer, Lakg 23. 32. Jobw 27. 
15, 20, Row. $8. 34. 0197103 

$8. The vigour of ſaving graces, Job» 4.14. Row. 
11.29. [ | 

9. The inabilitic, nay, impoſlibilitie of all cauſes, or crea» 
mresto plucke out of ———_ lob 10, 29, or todraw 

4 any 
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any of His to a totall or finall falling away. _ 

1. Ir isnot the Divcll himſelfe can doe it, 1. Joby 5, 
18, 
It is not the world, 1./obn 5.4 Toh 16.33. 
It is not the concurrent fury, and unitcd forces of 
all the powers of darkenefle, Marrh.16 18. 
4. It isnot ſinne, .4aw.7.14,15+ P/al.89.31, &c. 
5- Itisnot weakeneſſe of Faith , and other graces, 
Matth. 11,20, Eſa. 42. 3. 
It isnot the impoſture of falſe prophets, Afatth- 
24. 24. 
T, It is no creature, or created power , Rom, 8, 38, 


ww 
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9. 

Viet: 1 J This Point thus confirmed, doth confound that 
forlome Tenent of the Popiſh DoRors, which tels us that a 
juſtified and fanified Man may fall finally and totally from 
grace, In which I have heretofore upon other occaſion in 
your hearing , punually refuted thoſe which I conceived 
Bellaymines beſt Arguments. I'willnot then trouble you now 
with his Sophiltry againe. 

2, This \weer and precious Truth may crowne the hearts 
of all thoſ: that are truly Chriſts, with joy unſpeakecable and 
glorious. L:tnew Converts and Babes in Chriſt, who are 
woont to bee very fearefull and much tronbled, leſt they 
fhould not hold out , becauſe upon their firſt entrance into 
the wayes of Chriſtianitie, they are cunningly and concur 
rently encountred with ſo many oppoſitions : From the Di- 
vell, which then rageth extraordinarily : From the World, 
which then tendereth moe: and more' alluring baites : From 
the Fleſh, which naturally is very impatient of any ſpiritual 
ſnaffle : From carnall Friends, who cannot endure their for- 
wardneſſe : From thcir old Companions, who cry out, They 
are turning Puritanes : From the Timeg » which lowrec and 
looke ſowre upon their zeale : Sometimes from the Father 
which begat them, from the Mother which gave them ſucke; 
from the Wife which lies in their boſome ; from a world of 
encmics to grace 2 I ſay, in fuch acaſc let them grafpe ia the 

armies 
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—_— — 


armes of their Faith, the proofes and promiſes in the preſent 
Point and ride ow, becawſe of the Word of Trath, Let them 
ſweetly, with full afſarance, and unconquerable reſolution, 
repoſe upon that everlaſting encouragement, for the finiſhing 
of their ſpirituallbuilding, which Zernbbabel received from 
the mouth of God Himſfelfe,for ſucceſſe of the materiall, and 
Type of this : Not by might and power, but by my Spirit, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſti. Who art thow , O great monntame ? before 
Zernbbabel thon ſpalt become 4 plaine, and he ſhall bring foorth 
the head flows thereof with ſboutings , crying , Grace, grace une 
to it, 

And that they may more comfortably and conſtantly goe 
on, let them caſt their eyes betime upon theſe and the like 
cautions, at their very firſt giving their names unto Chrilt. 

1, Propoſe ſuch interrogatories as theſe to thine owne 
heart : Artthou content to abandon thyboſome finne ; the 
ſenſuall froth of former = pleaſures, hereafter to delight in 
God, asrhy chiefeſt joy > Canſt thou take up thy croſle, and 
follow Chriſt His Truth and holy tracke , amid{tthe many 
by-paths that leade to hell , and different opinions of multi- 
tudes of men? Art thou willing to ſufter adverſitie, diſgrace, 
and diſcountenance with the righteous, and contemncd god+ 
ty Ones ? Canſt thou endore-to have things laid unto thy 
charge,thou never didft, chougheſt,or dream'dſt on ? To be- 
come the Drunkard: ſong ; « By-word to thoſe that ave viler 
then the earth ; muſicke at the feaſts 4 thoſe that fit m the gate, 
&-c. Ina word, for Chriſts fake to deny thy felte,thy world- 
ly wiſedome, naturalb wit, carnall friends, old companions, 
pleaſures, profits, preferments, caſe, excellency of learning, 
acceptation-wittrethe world, oatward ſtate, libertie; life, or 
what elſe thou canſt name deareſt unto ficſh and blood ? If 
thine heart anſwer not affirmatively, ( I meane our of there» 
ſolution of 2 wedkadviſed regenerate judgement :.. for I 
know, the fled will grambleand reclaime: ) thou wilt cer- 
tainely fall away, of end in formalitie. 

2. Looketo thy repentance; that it be ſincere, univerſall, 


conſtanr, fromthe heart-roote; for all knowne fines, Fe 
| wg 


Zech.4 6,5 


m Belicarus ce, 
Chriſtane,f & in 
{zculo vol 

tein concupiſcis, 
'mmo mmilt (tul. 
tus, i hoc exiſti- 
mas voluptatem, 
Tertal. «& [het oe, 
cap. 28, 
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dying day. 1, If ſome worldly croſle be the continued prin- 
cipall motive: 2. Or the humour of melancholy :.3. If ir 
be confuſedly onely for finne, and in generall : 4. Orfor 
ſome one ſpeciall notorious fine onely : $5. Or for ſome leſ- 
ſer, ſinnes , withnegle& of greater, as for tything Mint, &c. 
6. If itbe onely legall: 7, Bur for ſome finnes , of what 
kinde ſoever ; leaving but ſo much as one knowne finne nor 
taken to heart: 8, Or but for a times All will come to 
naught. A foundation of godly forrow,leaſurely, adviſcdly, 
and fincerely laid at firſt, will be for ever after, a comfortable 
encouragement to Faith, ſpirituall joy, well-doing, and walk+ 
ing with God. 

2. Takethe Touch-ſtone of fruitfull;powerfull,and ſpect 
all markes, to diſcerne and difference juſtifying (aving Faith, 
_= all falſe and inſufficient faiths. For a temporary may goc 
arre. 

4. Let knowledge and affeion, like two mdividuall 
twins, grow up together in thee ; and mutually transfuſe ſpi- 
rituall y:gour into eachother, Preſume not upon any know- 
ledge , without an humble inflamed affe&ion ; neither build 
too much upon the heat of zeale,withour the light of know- 
ledge : Either of theſe may be fingle in ſome,and that un (in- 
gularicie, who after may fall away ſhametully, 

5. Above all, looke unto thy heart,” If thy change were 
Angelicall, in words, a&ions, art all ontward carriage , and 
yet thy thoughts ſtill the ſame and reſerved : thou art but a 
guilded Tombe , and cannot bee n ſaved. Let aman take a 
Wodlfe, beate him blacke and blue,breake his bones; knocke 
out his teeth , cut away his clawes, put upen hima Sheeps 
skinne, yet ſtill hee retaines his W olviſh nature: Let a man 
become never ſo harmeleſle outwardly , yet without anew 
heart, all is naught. x 

6. Incorporate thy ſelfe intothe company of Gods peo- 
ple, by all ements and obligations of a profitable, unti- 
mate, and comfortable fellowſhip in the Goſpell. Thete is a 
ſecret tie unto conſtancie in the communion of Saints. He is 
not like to wal ke long, that walkethalone, eſpecially,-if hee 
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might enjoy good company. Shunning fociety with the god» 
ly, ts roo ſhrowde afigne of at 

7. Conſider well , ( for the contrary isa notablediſcove- 
rie of counterfeits ) that thy calling to grace muſt ſertle thee 
more ſarely in thine honeſt particular calling and make thee 
therein more faithfull, conſcionable, and painefull. 

Let Chriſtians alſo of longer ſtanding, and more ſtrength, 
in theirafſaults about perſeverance, have recourſe unto this 
| of Truth, and labour to prevent that which they 
care : 

1, By conſtancie, in a carefull vſe of all the meanes ; the 
Word, Prayer, Conference, Meditation , Sacraments, &c. 
To which, let them preſerveappetite: and pratiſe that they 
heare , without omiflion or delay, Hee that gives way to a 
heartleſſe negle& , or cuſtomaric hardneſle of heart in the uſe 
-ofthe- Ordinances, may juſtly ſfuſpeR his neereneſſe to ſome 

fearefull firiney. or frerce temptation ; to ſome heavic judge» 
ment, or dangerqus Apoſtadie. > : . « . +. \ 
}. a Aſſoone avthey diſcover any ſpirituall weakeneſle;, or 
decay ; affanlt, or temptation; let them .complaine betime 
unto the Throne of Grace, and mightily oppoſe with the fer- 
ventelt prayers of extraordinary privatehamiliation, 

3. Letthem ktepe perfeRion till in their cye, andaimie ; 
and towards the attainement thereof , acquire azdacquaint 
themſelves with Rules of holy life, daily direRions, courſes 
of moſt mortified men, &c, 

4+ Let them warchfally declineall occaſions; of falling 
backe : Spirituall pri wne Hypocriſie;dcfre 1d berich, 
undervalumg and declining themott/ſcarching means, forme, 
and perfunRorineſle in religions duties, diſcontimnnee of inti- | 
mateneſle with the godly , negle& of diſtraRtions aponthe 
Lords Day, &c. ; .1 g 

$. Letthomiconſider that all is loſt wihich.is pal; it thoy 
fall off, 2. lohn $.: '7 Pg 

This former Pointof. conſtancie in grace, didatife from 
conſideration - of / blefled . Noaks::continuance in goodneſſe 
throongh ſo many «ges : Now TAN 


Generall direttions for 4 


the iniquiries of the times, but did ſtand unſtained, amidſt the 
wicked(ſt generations that ever dwelt upon earth ; I colle& 
theneceflicie of another conſtancie, and chat is in reſpeR of 
oppoſition to the corruptions of times, | 

Dott. The ſervant of God muſt not ſerve the times. Or 
thus : The true Chriſtian ought to ſtand at ſtaves end with 
the corruptions of the time, 

Reaſon, Hee is bound unto itby his Baptiſme. Of ſuch as 
prophaned themſelves, being Chriſtians, with irreligious de- 
light in the Enfignes of Idolatry , heatheniſh ſpeAacles , 
ſhowes and ſtage- playes, 9Tertnlian,to ſtrike them the more 
deepe, claimeth the promiſe which they made in Bzptiſme, 
He 1s wot of the world, Iohn 15.19. His life hid with Chriſt in 
God, Coloſ. 3, 3. There is a ſecret heavenly vigour infuſed 
into every gracious Soule, by the SanQifying Spirit, which 
deads it to the world, and makes. it delight in God;.Hee 
ought to ſhine in the world,” as 4 light ir rhe midſt of crooked 
and perverſe nation, Pbl. 2-15. Lighc and garkcneſle cannot 
endure one another ; neither the power.'of Grace, thoſe 
workes of darkenefſe in which the world.lyes drowned. Hee 
is by no meanes to be conformet to this world, Rom. 12.2. nor 
to runne with the wicked to the ſame exceſſe of riot, 1,Pct.q 4. 
Hee is now -new-borne,, and become a Child of Eternity ; 
whereby his heart is falne in love withnew andeverlaſting 
delights ; and 'the eye of his ſoule turned from the dung of 
this world , towards the glory of the ſecond Life. As the 
worldling cannot reliſh the ſweet joyes of gratious exerciſes: 
ſo neither can the Chriftian, the trothy pleaſures of goud. fel. 
loſhip. You can 8s hardly draw the ſound Profefſor to a Con. 
venticle of ſwaggering companions ; as a good-fellow to a 
day of humiliation. 

Uſer; 1, Howſoever then, thou mayeſt ſeeme to ſtand on 
Gods fide, by anartificiall ating of ſomeaffeRed formes in 
Religion, by countenancing the Miniſterie, if' thou. beeſt a 
ny and 19 hr ing to TING: : 
yet, if nthy practiſe plunged into the corruptions 
of the preſent, and thine heart EL 2 
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after yourhfull delights, the luſts of men, moſt applauded fa- 
ſhions of the greater part, thou art not a Chriſtian intruth, 
But atrue counterfeite, Aſſure thy ſelfe, if thou ſwim downe 
the current, and (alle with the tide of the time, thou mayeſt 
juſtly looke every moment, to fall upon the ſudden, perhaps 
in the height of thy temporall happineſſe, and hotteſt gleame 
of thy worldly glory, into the irrecoverableand everlaſting 
Lake of brimſtone and fire, &c. 
2. Letevery one, who hath given his name nntoChrilt, 
cver hoid it his Crowne and comfort, tohold a ſtrong and 
unconquerable counter-motion tothe courſes of the world. 
Let him ſtill diſcover the truenoblenes of his Chriſtian ſpirit, 
and of a minde ſpiritually generous by gathering vigour, and 
growing invincible, from the very oppoſitions of the wic- 
ked,and vitlanies of the time.See P/al,119.1 26, 129, 1 Xn. 
19.14, 1 Theſ.2,2. 
It was theſaying of a morall Heathen : That to doe well, 
where was no danger, was a common thing ; but to doe well, 
where was both perl and oppoſition, was the pecnuliar office of a 
man of vertwe : mach more, ſay I; of aman of God, 
And Noah * walked with God. ] Walking with God, 13 the 0 Q_«. =_ if2 
top and lower of all Noah exccllencies, and (pirituall felici- mo 7 a_ 
ties upon carth, Whencenote, per preſemem 


. - N re ocul!s habe- 
Dott, That walking with God, is the Crowne of the 6 orererennng 


1.20: ideogue 1 omm 
Ch i\ſtians Character. 2-1 —_— 
Itis the duty and property of every true Chriſtian, to modeftwiimas,re+ 
walke with n1s God. I1giofiflimus, ſer 


+ per incedebar, c- 

By walking with God, I mcane, 2 ſincere endeavour, pun» ratque Deo, Dei» 
Aually and preciſely tro manage, conduR, and diſpoſeall our Tyio" contin 
affaires, thoughts, words and deeds ; all our behaviours, cas , periade nu 


homo cugr hom1- 


courſes, carriage, and whole converſation, in reverence and ,; nice. ve Do- 
feare, with humility and ſinglenefſe of heart, as in the ſight mins ſuo, vbique 


NS A I - & indivulle in. 

of an inviſible God, under the perpetuall Þ preſence of bis ambulans, ill per 

611. Conn: TP Ye t y ommna conlcatir, 

All-ſceing, glorious, pure eye ; and by a comfortable conſe — 7 magix" 
conformar. 

b Opus et ergo, ut bic timor mentes obſidear, opus eſt, ur ille, qui peccare non valt, praſentem fiDi 

cogne:, nou in publco ſolbm, (:d etiam in dono 3 non in domo ſoliin, fed et ia cubiculo, in noge, 


; hn leuio, in corde ſuc, AugHF, Tom. 10. Hom. 27, 


quent, ; 
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quent, to enjoy by the aſſiſtance and exerciſe of Faith, an un- 
utterable ſweet communion, and humble familiarity with 
his koly Majeſty : Ina word, to live in Heaven upon earth.” 

Progfes. Gods Covenant and Commandement to eAbras 
ham, and in him, to all the faithfull unto the Worlds cnd, re- 
quires it, Gen.17.T. 

The practiſe and proteſtations of the Saints and ſervants 
of God, ſeale unto it. Enochs walking with God, Chap.s. 
was an happy preparative to his extraordinary tranſlating to 


ory. 
_ The Lord before whom I walks, faith Abraham, Chap,14. 
49. will doe thusand thus. 

I will walke befare the Lord in the Land of the living, faith 
David, P/al.116.9. 

O Lord God of Iſrael, faith Salomon, 2 Chron.6.14. There 
5 0 God like thee w the Heaven, nor in the earth; which kee« 
peſt covenant, and ſheweſt mercy unto thy ſervants, that walks 
before thee with all their hearts. 

T have walked before thee in truth, and with a per feft heart, 
faith Hez:chiah, 2 King.10.3, ; 

And herein doe I exerciſe my ſelſe, to have alwayes a conſci- 
ence voyde of offence toward God, and toward men, faith Paxl, 
Att: 24.16. which ſounds the ſame way. 

Let their money periſh with them, who efteeme all the gold 
in the World, worth one dayes ſociety with Jeſus Chriſt, and his 


< The life of Galea» holy Spirit , ©(aid that noble Marqueſſe of Vico, well skilled 


and experienced in an heavenly converſing with his God, 

Reaſ. 1. And it muſt needs be ſo ; For howſoever natarall 
men and worldlings, outof their obnoxiouſnefle, and ſecree 
terrors, ſlaviſhly retyre, doe not willingly, neither dare they 
draw neere to that God, which to them is 4 conſuming fire ; 
yctall thoſe, who have truely taſted how gracious and glo- 
rious hee is, ſhall find their hcarts, out o* a {ecret ſenſe of 
Gods love unto them firſt, kindlily inflamed with infinite 
defire to live under the comfortable influence of his plea- 
ſed countenance, to enjoy his holy Majeſty with conſtant 
peace , and an humble ſpirituall accefle and acquaintance 
continually, 
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continually, His ſpirit of Prayer,infinite love, exerciſe of re- 
pentance, temptations and tronbles from Satan ; preſſures 
and oppreſſions from the World,lofle of inward peace, faint- 
nefle of Faith, want of yas ſtrength, affaule of ſome 
ſpeciall ſinne, ſweetneſſe of meditation, dayly favours ſhows 
red downe upon him withont number, and above meaſure ; 
fore-thought of the great andlaſt Account, motions of the 
bleſſed Spirit, ſpirituall deſertion, &c. but above all, the inex- 
plicable bicſl-dncN1-, goodnefle, and excellency of that high- 
eſt Majeſty it ſelfc, drives him to his God many times a £ 
2. All Godsloves unto us ; His loving kindnefles, prote- 
Aions, preſer-ations, bounty, patience, divineillaminations, 
ſpirituall bleſſings : Ina word, every linke of that golden 
chaine of Mercy, Grace and Glory, farre thicker fer with 
ſweereſt bl. ings in all kinds, then the Heaven with Starres, 
which our happy Soules have, doe, or ſhall enjoy from the 
fir{t ſpringing of ir up (if everlaſting could have any begin» 
ning) out of the adored Fountaine of his free grace, to the 
laſt moment of eternity in higheſt heavenly blifle, (if eterni- 
ty cou'd poſſibly ever determine) ſhould bee fo many keene 
{purres, deepeſt obligations, ſtrongeſt chaines, to drawour 
hearts moſt greedily to this infinite delight in him, and thus 
withan humble fanniliarity to converſe with his holy Majeſty 
3. Conſciouſneſſe of our former walking comfortably 
with God, ſanQified by the life of Faith, will mightily and 
incredibly ſupport our ſpirits and courage in the times of 
confufions and feare. The 4 hearts of fenſuall worldlings, 4 $<i quirolup- 
for want of reconcilement, and acquaintance with God in rit, hac vita fires 
calme and comfortable times, finke and tremble in the Day ndums pre 
of diſtrefle, and Gods dreadfull viſieations, as the heart of a & mem val ante 
woman in her pangs , and fall aſander in their breſts like <o-\tiruum bee 
drops of water. Burt that happy © One, who in his proſperity 6 fwuram zgritu- 
hath made God his portion, and walked humbly in his pre- (om mare: 
We2 EO TS ng oy on 
CES ESI Doors 


tate obſtrifns, ſe4 fine timore, me (titiÞ diſcrim inc erir, & quavis rerur® mobil-rare ſuperior* a. que 


©0 vitorevader,quod nil fit perpeſlus:(c4,quod majus ur:que eſt, adrerios omnes fortune calus + 
contemnere. Cr2/of. ibid. 
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ſence, ſhall in the time of trouble ſtand like a Rrong unmove= 
able monntaine, impregnable againſt rhe rage of wind and 
weather, againſt the cruell incurſions of all adveriary pow'- 
er ; whenthe wicked ſhall tire the Mountaines with boote- 
lefle-cryes to cover them ; he ſhall be able to ſay with David, 
The Lord u my reſng: and my ſtrength, &c. Therefore will [ 
not feare, though the earth bee mooved, ana the Mountaines 
fall into the midſt of the Sea. He ſhall by the mercies of God, 
and humble dependance upon bis omnipertent Arme, cn» 
counter, and entertaine the terronrs even of the evill day, of 
the hore of temptation,of the King of feare,and [alt Indge- 
ment, with confidence and peace. 

- 4. Thy walking with God, will make thee extraordina- 
rily powerfull, and mightily prevaile in prayer ; one of the 
greateſt bleſſings, and ſweeteſt comforts, which can bee na- 
med, or enjoyed in this life, Asthe Kings Favourite, who 
ſtands ſtill in his preſence, and under the immediate, and gra» 
cious inflaence of his Royall eye, doth farre fooner,and mnch 
more eaſily obtaine both his owne and friends ſaites, then 
thoſe who are more eſtranged from the Court : So it is in 
this caſe. 

5. Butabove all, that which ſhonld moſt quicken, and 
keene us to this duety, is that particular intereſt wee have by 
letus Chriſt, in /ehovah himſelfe, bleſſed for ever. A myſte- 
ry, which if I ſhould offer to open and enlarge, I ſhould bee 
endleſie, and yet come infinitely ſhort. 

Oh then, ler us infinitely love, and learne exaAly the moſt 
{weer and hcavenly Art of walking with God 1* For a more 
comfortable illightning, and guiding us wherein, before 1 
cometo give ſome generall inſtruions, give mee leave to 


iſe theſe quickning preparatives. 
— Looke the I in any one knowne finne a- 
gainſt thy conſcience,bating to be reformed : doe not cheriſh, 
allow, or goe on in any luſt, corruption, or lewd way in thine 
heart, life, or calling : ſuffer not any worke of darknefle, or 
ſervice of Satanto raigne, anddomineerc in thee. For if fo, 
thou are ſo farre from ability, or poſſibility of walking _ 
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God, or delighting in him , thet thou weareſt the Dives 
brand, and art yet moſt certainely one of his. Sec and ſearch 
the true meaning of ſuch places, as theſe ; * 4, Tobn 3.3.6,8,9. a Mifeke nt the 
Tames 2. 10. Excch, 18. 21, Plalme 66. 18. and 119. 6, nog. {noms 
Ezech.1 8.30. Matth, 18.8,9. 2.Cor.7.1. Catbarifts, Cab Fix 
Surable hereunto is the concurrent judgement, and doQtrine —— 
of our beſt Divines,and worthieſt Writers,gracioufly inſtru. tines dvromes of, 7 
fled wato the Kingdome of Heaven, Theſe are their ſeverall F220. 
aſſertions to the ſame ſenſe, in their owne words : pen wi 
I. A mancan have no peace inhu conſcience, that favonreth ng my whe 
and retaineth any one ſine in himſelſe againſt his conſcience, Auſtin jan, Qui 
z. £41 man in 4 danmable ſlate, whatſoever geod deedes "pi ope- 
ſeeme to be in him, if hee yeold not to the worke of the holy Ghoſt, anour peccavams 


DR — 


tamen nen ſunt 
for the leaving but of any one knowne ſine , which fighteth a- fg : bs 
garnſt peace . conſcience, fe Tal x 18. Cove.2+ 


. So long as the power of mortification deſtroyeth thy fnſull en Ear vark 
efHons, and ſo long as thow art nufainedly difþ leaſed with all _ _— 
, and doeft mortifie the deeds of the body by the Spigit, thy nando, —— 
Caſe i4 the caſe of ſalvation, ——_— 
4- ef good conſcience ſtands not with a purpoſe of, fonning ; 
no, not With reſolution ag ainfl ſinne. 

5- Therich and pricions boxe of a good conſcience 4 
ted, and made impure, if but one dead Flie bee ſuffered init. 

( Hee meanes, any one knowne finne, lyen and delighted in 
impenitently, ) 

6. * Where there 1s but any one finut nonriſhed and ſoftered, * Dile. of the de« 
all ather our graces are not onely blemiſned, but aboliſhed ; they me + 
avs no graces. 

7. Moſt true us that ſaying of Aquinas ; That all ſinnes ave 
conpled together, though not in regard of converfion to tempor all 
good ; for ſome looke to the coodef gaine, ſome of glory , ſome 
of pleaſure, 0. yet in regard of averſion from eternall Good, 
that is God ; So that hee that lookes but toward one fine, te 4s 
much averted, and turned backs from God, as if bee licked to all. 

In —_— lames ſajes, Hee that offendeth in one, * 

Mie of af, 


5 > Chrifien foenld carry in bit beart,a conflent and 
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reſalute purpoſe not to ſinne in any thing : for faith, and the pur- 
poſe of ſinning can ncver ſtand together, 

Thon ſeeſt then, if Satan kcepe poſſe ſſion,but by one reig- 
— ning ſinne, it 8 will bce thine everlaſting ruine. Thou ſhalt 
rerit , non poteft Thcn bee ſo farre from ever enjoying any humble holy ac- 
———— Res quaintance with our God , that thou art gone body and ſoule 

Ge ever, One breach in the walles of a Citie , expoſeth it ro 


pacticipatio juſt. 


Ux ct iniquifatl ? . h . . 
Que comBunrea. he ſurprize of the enemy : oneleake ina ſhip negleRed, will 


tio luci ad tenc= ſinke it at length intothe bottome of the Sea : the ſtab of a. 


A ——_ penknife to the heart , will as well ſpecde a man , asall the 


lia! 5 Ex putamus daggers that kild Ceſar inthe Scnate-houſe ; if thoa hedge 


yon Fn "thy Cloſe as bigh as the middle Region of the Aircinall 0< 


nes o_ ther places, and leave but one gap, all thy grafle will be gone : 
mmcnes fmus If the Fowler catch the bird, either by the head, or the foote, 
_ - —— the wing,ſhe is ſare his owne. Itis{oin the preſent caſe: If 
rixa, dſeatio, > tMOB Live, and Tye with allowance and delight , in any one 
poco y_ koowne finne , without particular remorſe, or reſolution to 
arbicramur.exciu- Part With it ; thou as yet carrieſt the Diyels brand, hee hath 
ent nos # Re2n9 there By markt thee out for his owne, As obedience isuniver= 
uno quis 4 bea- (all and Catholicke , if ſincere ; fo repentance, it true, lis allo 
cmone excuds- oenerall, 1t ſtrips ms ſlarke nated , as a-worthy Divine ſaies 


tur, an plunibus: 


chm omnia ſimi» Well, of all the garments of the old eAdam , and leaves not ſo 


liter cxcludant | ; p74 , 
Hicwn toms Con? 3uch 4s the fourt behind : 11 thiaratten building, it leaves not a 


incap 5- 4d Galar, ſhoe wpon a fone, «As the flood drowned Noahs owne friends 
ad vervs ill, = a1 ſervants : ſo muſt the flood of repenting teares drowne our 
opera carnis.) fſipeeteſt, and moſt profitable ſinnes. o 
Aultia bavmyg nd - » © h (, 4 . h firſt * 
medſecriledge,umer THC premonition therefore I tender in the place, is 
ber, fal/e witne[Fi- rhic + -, , MM © ' 
$1 fF this : Thou cauſt never peſlivly bee fitly qualified,either for 
prae pride emygco- 
werouſne [ſe, "ger drunkenneſt, ſaith, Ex quibuſcungue ,qui in ſe unum haberc cognoſcitget paenitenti am 
non egerit, fine remedio in gehenne 1gne ardebit, Tom. 9. peg. 1458 ( Thorow the whole Treatiſe, [ 
flill quote Auſtin im eff #vo printed Lugdan, 1573. ) & cat ad corpores ſanititem, non eſt ſatis, ur peſte 
is, vel pleuritide careat, ſed ab omarbus in wiiverſum morbis immunemn eſſe oportet: fic ad anive 
br requiritur, ſordium ac vittoram omnium in uaivcrſam abdicatio , Spus de init. Owift. Vbi 
xegnat in corde propoſitum peccandi,ibi fiduciamiſericordiz exulat, Sicut miles, fi toto cerpore fuerit 
armis veſlitus, ct unam partem habyeric nudam ; nihil cj prodeſt, quod rows fucrit ferro veſtitus, fi 
per illam upam partem cum ſagitta percuſſerit, ſed (ic cadit quemadmodum fi totus fuifſer nudus : Sic 
er Chriſtianus, quamms omnem juſtitiam fecerit, in uno peccaverit, ſimiliter peccatsr ſtatuitur, que+ 
madmodum fi ſemper peecaſſer. Sicut ait Lacobus, Si omnem legem adimpleas, ct in uno it 
ris, fimiliter prevaricator es Legis, Chryſ. tom.2- in cap, Mantb.20. Hom. 35+ Tam uno izorbo aliquis mo. 


ricyr, quam aliuwmukis, Z anch. i ep. 3, «&Colofſe the 
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the right underſtanding, or ſaving praice of this ſacred and 
ſweeteſt Art, of walking with God; except thon'reſolve,to 
ſtand for ever ſincerely at the fwords point againſt all ſinne. 
Even thy boſome-ſinne muſt be abandoned, if thou looke for 
any bleſſing in this kind : Thou muſt put off the ſhirt from 
thy ſinfull ſoule ; for as the ſhirt is to the body, ſo isthe belo- 
ved finnetothe ſoule; it ſtickes cloſeſt and neereſt, and is done 
off with moſt adge, 

And becauſe this darling-pleaſure , minion-delight, Petca- 
tum in delicys, as the Fathers call it, is Satans ſtrongeſt Hold, 
his Tower of greateſt confidence and ſecuritie , when hze is 
driven out elſewhere, and fo by conſequent moſt powerfull 
and peremptorie to keepe a mans heart eſtranged with largeſt 
diſtance, and incompatible averſion from all holy acquain- 
tance with God ; I will in ſhort labour to illighten, and dif 
intangle any one, who unfainedly deſires an utter divorce 
from this boſome-divelt; by telling him, firſt, what it is : ſe- 
condly, what his is ; thirdly, how hee may bee deceived a- 

bour it. 

I» As in every man, there is one element, one hamour , news ronnodum 
and ordinarily one paſſion predominant ; ſo alſo one b worke *3,:ut flagitiolus 
of darkeneſſe, and way of death. And it is that which his vey pe 
corrupt, and originall crookednefſe, upon the firſt ele&ive mg 
ſurvey , and profpet over the fooles Paradiſe of worldly mo cance funds 
pleaſures, flcſhly laſts and vanities of this life,by a ſecret ſen- COLNE = 
ſuall inclination , and bewitching infuſion of Saran, ſingles caum, quim ad 
out, and makes ſpeciall choice of, to follow and feede upon, {71572 Propentor 


with greateſt delight, and predominante ſweetneſſe : after- 24. 1262. 
ward, by caſtome and continuance , growes ſo powerfull, "9, ent 


andattrative, that it extraordinarily endeares , and drawes Ti fleſb in every 
unto it the heate of all his deſires, and ſtrongeſt workings of cial dats Boer 
his heart, with much affeRionate impatiencie, and headlong- wherein ſbee wy 
nefſe : and ar the height,by any unreſiſtabletyranny, ir makes [040 png Fat 
all occafions and occurrences, friends and followers, the dee- !121d of pleaſure 
peſt reach of policie, and utmoſt projeRts of wir, Religion, hand, is remetof 
conſcience, credit with the world, the nniverſall poflibilirie 277 » * 21te, 
of body , ſoule, oatward ny , and contribu» —— —_ 
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taric unto it, as the Captaine, and commanding (inne ; as to 
the Divels vice-roy, dominecring in the waſted conſcience. 
In ſore, it is worldlineſſe, wantonneſle, ambirion, oppoſiti- 
en to godlineſſe, vſurie, pride,revenge,or thelike : In others, 
it may be drunkennes,the \waggering vanitic of good fellow- 
ſhip, glutrony, pleaſures of Play-houſe-hanting, gaming, ſcur- 
rIl jeſting, &c, obſtinate inſatiableneſſe mallowed recreations, 
idlenefle, or ſuch like, 

2, Thou mayelſt diſcover it by ſuch markes as theſe : 

r. It isthat, which thy trueſt friends, thine owne con» 
ſcience and the finger of God in the Miniſterie, many times 
findes out, meetes with, and chiefly checks thee for. 

2. Itisthat, which if itbreake ont into a, and bee 
viſible to the eye of the world,thine enemies moſt cagerly ob- 
ſerve, and objeR, as matter of their moſt inſultation, and thy 
greateſt diſgrace, 

3: That which thou art lotheſt to leave, art ofteneſt 
tempted unto, baſt |: aſt power to reſiſt, and whichmoſt hin» 
dersthe reſignation and ſubmiſſion of ſ.ule and body, of dll 
thy courſes and carriages, heartily and unreſervedly to the 
Word and will of Ged. 

4. Itis that which God oftereſt correts in thee,even in 
the interpretation, and guiltie acknowledgement of thy ſelfe- 
accuſing heart. It may bee , at ſcverall times thou haſt beene 
afflicd with ſome heavy crofle in thine oarward ſtate, lofle 
of a child , ſome fits and pangs of bodily paine, terrours and 
tronbles of minde, or ſome ſach proportionable viſitations ; 
now inall theſc, and like atfliQtions, upon the firſt ſmarting 
apprehenſion, thy conſcience, if any whit awaked; on its 
owne accord ſeizes upon that finne we now ſccke for, . as the 
principall eAchev and author of all thy miſerie. 

5+ Ifeverthou waſt ſo ficke,as out of extremitie to re- 
ceive ſentence of death againſt thy ſelfe, and diſpaire of reco- 
verie; if thy conſcience was ſtirring, this finnc aftighted 
thee moſt, and gave the deadlieſt blow to drive thee to fi 
mall dcſpaire. And if thou ſhouldeſt die in it without repen» 
tance,w hich God forbid, it would infuſe mo —_ 
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and venome, into the never-dywg worme, which would 
thereby more mightily gnaw upon thy conſcience, thorow 
all eternity. If ever the ſword of the Spirit ſhall cleave it 
from thy boſome, which is infinitdy tobee defired, and 
ſtrike thorow thy ſenſuall heart with true remorſe, it 
will coſt theethe bittereſt teares, moſt ſighes, and deepeſt 
groanes, 

6. It is that, which thou art lotheſt, and wouldeſt leaſt he 
acknowne of. If it were poſlible, thou conldeft be well con- 
tent, that no John Baptift ſhould ever heare of thy Herodias. 
And therefore thou beateſt thy braines, and improoveſt thy 
wit,to deviſe (if it be capable of dawbing) diltinRions, eva= 
ſiong,excuſes, extenuatious, whole cart-loades of fig-leaves, 
to colour and cloke this foule Fiend, though favorite to thy 
bewitched ſoule. 

7. That, which thou art in a bodily feare,the Miniſter will 
meddle and meete wich, when thou art going towards a con» 
ſcionable, and ſearching Sermon, Forthou thinkeſt with thy 
ſelfe, If this day he diſcloſe my boſome, 1 ſhall both be difo 
graced among my neighbours that know it, and caſt alſo in- 
to dumps, and melancholy by his denouncing of terrour a» 

ainſt it, 
n 8, Thoughts, plots, and projets about it, a thouſand to 
one, ordinarily (e1ze upon thine heart, with firſt and moſt ac» 
ceptable entertaincment at thy very firſt waking ; if they 
have not broken oft thy flzepe , and troubled thee in thy 
dreames, 

9. The cares, pleaſures, and appurtenances of it are wont 
tothruſt, and throng vpon thee on the Lords Day, with ex- 
traordinary eagerneſſe, importunity,and unrefiſtableneſle, For 
the Divell that deſires to have thy mind moſt diſtrated upon 
that Day, makes choiſe of the fitteſt, and pleaſingeſt baites, 
to draw away and detgine thy heart, and the moſt alluring 
objedts, for diverſion. 

10, Inthe darkneſſe,and diſcomforts of thenight,if thou 
beeſt ſuddenly awakened with ſome dreadfull thunder, light- 
ning, or terrible tempeſt, ns VEN _ = 
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loved finne is wont to come into thy minde in the fir {t place, 
and with greateſt cerrour. $2 ; 

Thirdly, a man may be deceived, in conceiving, that he is 
utterly divorced, and quite delivered from his boſome (ine, 
and yet it bee but a mcere exchange, or ſome other miſtake, 
This groſſe, aff:ed ſelfe-impoſture, may bce ſcene in ſuch 
caſes as theſe; 

1, Hee may change onely the outward and viſtble forme 
of it, For inſtance ; whercas the ſame ſinne of covetonſneſſe 
doth utter andexpreſſe it ſelfe by uſury, ſimony, facriledge, 
bribery, grirding poore mens faces, cruſhing, and unmercie 
fully kec ping under the poorer of the ſame trade, ſtealing,o. 
ver-reaching by tricks cf wit, all manner of wrong: doing, 
alt kinds of oppreſſion, detaining ill-gotten goods withour 
reſtitution, &c, He may inſcnfibly glide out of one gulph of 
griping cructty, into another ; he may fall from one of theſe, 
bcirg a more notorious,and curſed trade of hoa: ding,to ſome 
other of them lefle obſerved, and not ſo odious in the world, 
and yer ſtill abide in the chambers of death, and nnder the ty- 
ranny of a reigning fin. The foule fin of uncleannes doth atu- 
atc it ſelfe by fornication, adultery, ſelfe-pollution,brutiſh,and 
immoderatec abuſe of marriage, . and ſuch other abhorred im- 
purities, Now, hee may paſſe from one of theſe pollutions 
more crying and ab&minable, to ſome other of them, not af- 
frighting the conſcience with ſuch gric{lines and horror, and 
yet ſtill lye in the impenitent and damnable ſnares of luft. 

2+ Hee may ſurccaſe,and refraine from the outward groſſe 
as of ſuch hatcfull villaines ; and yer his inward parts bee 
{till defiled with infatiable ſenſuall hankerings after them, de- 
{1ghtfull revolving them in his mind,and contemplative come 
miſſion of them. For inſtance : He may hold his handboth 
from the crying violence of oppreſſions and wrong, andthe 
cloſer converances of cunning and frattd; and yet covetoul. 
nefle may ſtill reigne in him, by the earthly exerciſe of the 
heart.. Hee may forbcare the externall a&s of ancleanneſle, 
andyerlye and languiſh: abominably in ſpeculative wanton- 
ncfle, aud adulterics of the thought ; the viſible executions 
of 
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of revenge, and yet nouriſh in his diſtempered aff:Qions,the 
helliſh Vipers of heart-burning hatred, and fpite ; all indiret 
ambiriouscliming into high roomes, and yet bee paſſingly 
proud, and over-greedy of precedency, 

3- Nay, he may change the kinde of his boſome ſinne, in 
reſpeRt of matter, forme, objeR, every way ; and yetupon 
the matter, it is but the exchange of one foule fiend for ano- 
ther. For inſtance : ——— may bee his ſweet ſinne 
in youth ; and worldlineſſe in old age: revelling in his yonger 
yeeres ; downe right drimkenneſle ip his declining time: pro» 
digality may (way in ſome part of his life ; pinching in ſome 
other ; Hypocrifie may raigne at one time ; Apoſtaſicat = 
ther : furious zeale for one while ; prophane irreligiouſneſle 
for another. 

4. When the blaſting froſts and feeblenefſe of old age, 
have with a ſottiſh deadneſſe and liſtleſneſſe emaſculated and 
waſted the ambitious vigour of his minde,and the boiſterous 
heat of his affeRion 3, have dryed and drunke up the milke in 
hisbreſts, and marrow in his bones ; his darling ſinne may 
thenac length bid him adicu, without any penitent diſcharge, 

and hee may fay unto it, I have no more pleaſure in thee. 
W hercupon he may falſely concludea mortification,and finall 
cor:queſt over it; a ſecureddliverance from theguile and curſe 
of it. | 
5. He may unſoundly pleaſe himſelfe with an nayolunta» 
ry, and enforced ccfſation trom it; when there is no want of 
good will, as they fay ; butonely, of matter, meanes, oppor- 
runity, entiſement, company, provocation, or ſomething for 
the fall and free aRing and enjoyment of it. So want of mo» 
ney may reſtraine a man, but full tore againſt his will, from 
ſtrange apparell, gaming, Alc- houſe haunting, buying of Be» 
nefices, Offices, high roomes, &c. 1k 

6. Hee-may for a tiffic pull his necke out of this ſtrongeſt 
yoke of Satan, onely out of melancholicke pang of laviſh 
terrour, ſerious fore-thought of death, and lying everlaſt- 
ingly in Hell, true apprehenſion of the impoſlibility of be- 


ing ſaved without abandoning it ; upon ſome deſperate hor- 
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rour of bringing againe his beloved (inne in his boſome to 
the Communion, after ſo many cauſcfull provocations of 
Divine Iuſtice ; obſervation of ſome remarkeable vengeance, 
ſeized npon his fellow-delinquents; or ſenſible {mart of ſome 
terrible blow from Gods viſiting hand in one kind or other ; 
I fay, upon ſome ſuch occaſion, hee may fora time forbeare 
his bloody oathes, viſury, drunkenneſſe, gaming, Playhouſe 
haunting, ſelfe-polluting, walking im the blacke and derks 
night after the frange Woman, or What other finne ſoever 
doth reigne in him, and retaine him ſtronglieſt in the Divels 
flavery. But becauſe it isnot the worke of the Word, ham- 
bling him ſoundly nnder Gods mighty hand, planting faith, 
and infuſing mortifying power, hee is not able to hold out 
long ; bat the ancleaxe ſpirit returnes, and rules in him againe 
farre more impericuſly, and ſcnſually, out of indignation 
of its diſcontinuance, and proportionably to the parties news 
collected ſtrength , and eagerneſſe, to recommit-it, after 
his extraordinary and impatient forbearance. Tknow, ut is 
not impoſſible, but that a man, after hizconverſton, by the 
ſudden ſuprizall of ſome violent temptation, and cnnning 
traineof Satan, may bee hailed backe to commit his ſweet 
finne againe ; eſpecially if it be of ſome nature, (though ie 
be a very heavy caſe, andtobe lamented, if it were pollible, 
with tcares of blood; ) yet hee never doth, nor can returne 
to wallow in it apaine, or allow it. After ſuch a dreadfull re- 
lapfe, his hcart bleeds afreſh with extraordinary bitternefle 
of penitent remorſe, heabhorres himſelfe in duſt and aſhes, 
as exceedingly vile, cries more mightily umto God in a day of 
humiliation, for the returne of his pleaſed countenance, ro» 
paires and fortifics the breach with ſtronger reſolution, and 
more invincible watchfulnefſe, againſt future aflaults, and all 
aſlayes of reentry, But now the temporanrie I talke of, after 
his formall enforced forbearance, phs himſclfe againe, 
with more greedinefle, into the pleaſures and ſenſuaticy of 
his boſome finne, lyes, ard delights in it againe , as the very 
life of hislife, and hardens himſelfe more obſtinately in ir, 
wathing impoſſible to jcavc, and live with any comfort. 
| Vpon 
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Vpon his returne, the #vc/ceve ſpirit rages more then bc Manh, 12.45. 

fore. - 
Thus to lend thee ſome light, for a more full diſcovery, 

and thorow diſintanglement out of its pleafing ſnares ; I have 

mtimated briefely what abeloved ſinne is; what thine may 

bee ; and how thou mayeſt bee deceived about ic. ' For if 

thou wouldeſt truely raſte how gracious, andgforions the 

Lord is in a ſweet communion with His blefſed Majeſty ; 

if thou wouldeſt be intimately acquainted with the myſtery 

of Chriſt, wherein are hid infivite heavenly treaſures, and 

{uch pleaſures, 4s neither eye hath ſcene, nor eare heard, nee 1 Cort-9+ 

ther bath entred to the heart of man; if thou wouldeſt ever 

bee firly qualified ro walke humbly with thy God im the way 

which 1 called Holy ; as thou muſt fall out for ever with all 

ſinne, ſomult thou principally and impartially improove all 

thy ſpirituall forces, and ayde from heaven, utterly to demo« 

lifh affd beate to the ground the Divels Caſtle ; to dethrone 

and depoſe from irs helliſh tyranny overthee, that grand im- 

poiſoner of thy ſoule, and ſtrongeſt barre to keepe ontgrace, 

all acquaintance,. and ſweeteſt entercourſe with Ged; thy 

boſome finne. 

Take notice by the way, that fith wee concurrently, and ' 
conſtantlyteach, that juſtifying Faith doth -purific the heart 
from the raigne and allowance of any luſt, or lewd courſe, . 
and plants by the power of the holy Ghoſt, a ſincere univer- 
fall new obedience, and regularreſpeRtto all Gods comman- 
dements, . toallgood workes of Tuſtice, Mercy, and Truth ; 
and that wee neither dee nor dare give any camfort to any 
man of his being jaſtified and aflured of Gods love,that goes 
on impenitently in any one knowne ſinne againſt his conſct- 
ence, hating to bereformed; I fay, ith it is thus, take notice 
how vnwonbily,and wrongfally,the Antichriſtian Doctors, 
having received foreheads from the whore of Babylon,dcale 
with ts in this point. Hearethem ſpeake': © 

So that their juſtification, (meaning ours ſaith Fitzbers a Þ. 1p 335 » 
berr, may according to their opinion, ſtand withall wicked- 


neſſe. 
s <1] Theſe - 
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b Sect-38- # Theſe words, faith Þ Arnoxx, (meaning fof the French 


Confeſſion ) are ſer downe to aſſure the wicked(t man that is, 
of the righteouſncfl2 of the Sonne of God. 

By the application of Chriſts fatisfaRtion by faith, faith 
© 7n bis confatts. © Lefſ8w, he (meaning the Proteſtant) is reputed jult before 
wos.Realy p-163 God, though he findno change of will at all within. 
ray Srl aug The skarlet Fathers in the Trentiſh Conventicle,* fay,that 
: Mt of the Cous PE) from juſtification by faith alone, colleed, not onely 
eel of Trene.lib.5, that good workes arenot necefſary, but alſo that adiſlolute 
pag,199. ; liberty in obſerving the Law of God, and of the Church, 
ns exiſtimare pos Will ſerve the turne, 

OS Bellarmine © alſo comes in , with his videnwtwr, They 


bona opera faciar, ſeeme, ſaith hee, altogether to thinke, that a man may bee 
nec mancata dw £2ved, although hee doe no good workes, nor obſerve 


na cuſtodiat, De 


influ. 99.4. Gods Commandements. Which hee there onely ſeemes and 

edt. Cater m. - . J —_— 

{Fides illa ſpecia- aflayes to proove, but indecd playes the Om Sos 

——_ adverſa» phiſter, 

yo hi es The juſtifying faith of the Adverſaries, faith f hee in ano- 

tem, coll e me- ther place, takes clearely away Prayer, Sacraments, Good 
10 Orationemyla- (1; 

pans pet workcs, and whatſoever God hath inſlituted for our falva- 

Dona, & quicquid jon, | 

zliu ly . N R 

neien Doe The Proteſtants, ſaith's Stapleton, will have certainty of 

je, De i/lif: grace to bein a man, not onely without any reſpeR, neceſlt- 
d.1.ca.10- G 


g Hanc certiwd\. ty, conſequ:nce, preſence, or conveniency of good workes, 


- 


nem aJefſe volunt bye alſo whatſocver finnes being preſent 


nonſolum (inc ule 


lo1epctu, neces The h Rhemiſts alſo moſt ſlanderouſly affirme, that wee 
firare, conſequen- cond:mne Good workes, a5 uncleane, {innefull, hypocriti- 


La, preſent'a, aut 
conveu'er.tisa bo. . 


fed enan 9> ieArnoldus alſo ſwels with malicious Popiſh poiſon, and 


ied ctjam n—_ 


tibus quibuſcun= the rancour of a ſlanderous ſpirit, when hee fathers upon us 

bf is p24, ſuch falſhoods as theſe : asthough we ſhould reach, that alf 

8 ny 0 the men are bound to beleeve, that they art. eleted to etcrnall 
”m. ed «I* ; F 


1 Arnoldn: nobis ; 
attngit nos docere 3 omnes homines tenericredere ſe ad vitam 2ternam ele eletor:nds jubere omuecs 


ſceleratos efle (ecuron, ut qui aul'ts Alag.tis poſſint excidere a ſalute Apagt tam abominandam do@ri- 
ram, put:&bflimam calumnam, mendacium ſeſquipedale- Hoaye what we bold: Imme vero docemus, 
cum qui non vult 1n Chriltum credere, nec reſipilcere,tcneri credere ſalutes. Chriſli morte partars, ad 
ſe noa pertinere. Dicimus, dicere; $am cleftu;, ergo mil licer efſe improbo, ſermo eſt reprobi, qui 
ide0 vult malus cflc, quia Deus bonus eſt, Molm. Anat: Armin, cip-24- Sett-q0. lf 
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life : that we bid all wicked menbe ſecore, as thoſe who can 
fall from ſalvation by no villanies. 

Now the Lord rebuke thee, Satan, who fitteſt with ſuch 
extrememalice and falſhood in the foule mouthes of the Po- 
piſh ProQours, and Rabfeakehrof Rome, that they ſhould 
with ſuch prodigious lyes and villanous ſlanders, revile the 
Lords Champtons,and traducethe glorious heavenly truth of 
our mott holy and righteous Religion. - - 

Bur to my purpoſe, and to conclude the point ; Thon muſt 
eicher with arcſolate and everlaſting divorce abandon, and 
abominate thy boſome ſnne, thy darling d:light, to the pir 
of hell, whence it hath formerly reccived much enraged fcn- 

{uall poiſon, tothe woekull waſting of thy conſcience, and the 
{tronger and longer barring thee from grace; or elſe thou 

mult contirus an everlaſting ſtranger from all communion = + 
and converſing with God ; thou ſhalt never bee ableto meet 

him in his Ordinances with true reverence anddelight, ,or 
looke him in the face with comfortat the laſt day. 

II. Scorne with an infinite, and triamphant diſdaine, to we mey infily ond 
ſervethe mighty Lord of heavenand carth, ſervilely,{laviſhe 7% $906 gromes 
ly,or formally ; for by-reſpeRs, private ends, or any thing, vitedfiow fume, t6 
fave his owne ſweet, gracious, gloriens Sclfe. Hate hypocrt- beads emncs 
ſie from the very heart-roote : Whiehfaile fiend painting =» of bed fee, «nd 
her ſelfe more unobſervedly, in the warme Sanne and ſhining onus ann 
proſperity of the Goſpels flouriſhing eſtate, with an outward t mfevier andſub- 
gilt, and ſaperficiall tinare, doth with greater varietie, and _ farre- 
ſtronger impoſture, deceive both mens owne ſoutes , and «nd wei predewi- 
others, in the glorious noone-tide thereof : Nay this great —— 
Agent for the Prince of darkeneſle, is ſo politicke and prag- wght t» be the $4- 
maticall, that hee prevailes too much- many times, even 1 þ,p.4 forever See 
the declination of that glorious Sunne, in the difacceptation 7: Mere. upon 
and dampe of profeſſion and forwardnefſe. For though at F,uiamiu, princi- 
this day , Profeflours of the gracious Way bee in greateſt 2:{rnon columnar 4 
diſgrace with the moſt ; and a drunkard, a ſwaggering cup. de fine. * 
Good- fellow , an Vſurer, a ſonne or daughter of Belial; 
ſhall finde more favour, applauſe, and approbation with the 
world, then a man which makes conſcience of his wayes ; ſo 


that 


Generall dixettions for.a 
that it may ſceme the greateſt madnefle that may be, to make 
profeſſionof Religion hypocritically; yet even m theſe times 
there are ſome cauſes, in which the Devill takes occaſton to 
cauſe ſome to play the Hypacrites notoriouſly. 

Simon Magus be- 1, Somethere may be, who being weake and worthleſſe, 

pE dee [mou yet vaine-plorious, and over-greedy of reputation, finding, 
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by ru Magical mi» 2 . 

_ x0 ww ys - that they findeno ſuch acceptation and applauſe with world 

» rg] $"lings, by reaſon of their worthleſnefſe, and thag natural 

pu & OG entertaine them not with that eſtimation and account 
v1 


God, tn ct proportionable to their proud expeRation z and conceiving 
 n,miallo, thatby their aſſociation, and ſiding with the Saints 
compeny of the 4. (WÞ9 in preciouſnelle of regard, and dearenefle of love 
pojites» that bee ever infinitely preferre the pooreſt Chriſtian before the pron- 
opplanc, ard <eme deſt Nimrod) tor one Larke, is worth a thonland Kites) they 
bene war x2 ball bee prized above vulgar clte&me, and ordinary valua- 
formerfaliy, even ti9N, purpoſely put on a vizour of outward conformity to 
Ro HO—_ the courſes of Chriſtianity, that thereby they may procure 
Gheſt, which bee and purchaſe ſome (peciall credit, and remarkeable reſpeR, 
_ _ 4g * and -wa ſome at lcaft, bee accounted ſome body in the 
world. 

arc x the + _ there m y_ ug ou _ ſo =_ ans 
ment of woney for ExCefltvely fatishic a it their greedy humours, by their 
neem, pat Rs dealings, =- muruall negotiations with naturall 
cree parioaing to (CN) ; for ſuch are well able with cquall cunning, to connter- 
vmjelfe, feedel« mine againſt their crafty and coozening underminings ; their 
cher forre more es... COnſCicnces will ſerve them to encounter and retalliate their 
; aud nul/er- ynconſcionableneſſe , with like over-reaching retributions 
oy of Cirift «ndbh Of circumvention and wrong ; they can well enough ſound 
poſits, wg] and fathome with the crooked line of their owne deceit- 
giexeconformity, full hearts, the inviſible depths of their Machivellian pro- 
tohn 13. 6. and jos and plots of knavery ; I ſay, others there are, who 
ED upon ſuch occafion, that they may thrive in the World, and 

grow in wealth more eaſily, and anobſervedly , put on a 


cloke of outward profeflion, and in policy onely and hypo» 
crific draw toward the better ſide ; mixe and joyne them- 
ſelves with Gods children, hang upon, and adhere unto true 
Chriſtians ; becauſe they pitch upon them , make _ 

ice 
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choice 'of , and out ſuch upon purpoſe, asthoſe, from 
whom, by inept the ſingteneſic and ſimplicity of their 
hearts, unſuſpicioaſnefſe of their charity, the <quitic, and 
conſcionableneſſe of their dealings, in theſe coozcning , ſup- 
planting, ob gms. oo they may moſt faircly and 
eaſily ſucke out the greateſt advantage, and prey upon moſt 
plentifully, with the devouring teeth of covetouſneſſe and 
craft, gnilded over onely with a vaile of ſeeming, and verniſh 
of hypocriſie, 

3- Some there maybe, whom onely the very terrors, and 
ſting of laviſh feare, and fore-thought of the wrathand tor- 
ment to come , may drive, and reſtraine from the exccution 
of grofler villanies, cxcitz and cnchaine to the outward exer- 
ciſes of holy dutics,.and many actuall religious conformities. 
For inſtance, ſome may repaire to the Houſe of God 
the Lords Day, not for any ſuch great love unto Gods Truth 
or conſcionable Miniſteric ; . but for teare, that being then 
alone, or walking idlely abread , their guilty conſciences 
ſhould worke more fearefally and fiercely upon them ; and 
that thoughts of their ſinnes, death, hell , damnation, and 
_ ſuch rage cntrentins — ow into _ 
mindes, with affrighting grieſly formes, and apparitions 0 
horror. Some it may bee, for feare they ſhould bee juſtly 
cenſured, and marked ont by men acquainted and experien- 
ced in the myſterie of grace ,. and waies of God, with the 
odious deſerved brand of Praycrlefſe;. and ' Atheifticall 


LD — 


« wretches ; or leſt they ſhould bee ſeized upon with ſome a PAab 144+ 


remarkeable j , intheir owne perſons, families, or 
by fire, r tempeſt, ill ſuccefle, d:ath, horrour, 
ſpaire, or other fearefull accident, dare not for theirlives, 
bur continue a courſe and formall taske of Prayer Evening 
and Morning in their houſes. Some al(o, in times of trouble 
and terrour eſpecially , as of extraordinaric thunders,. impes 
nous tempeſts, dreadfull apparitions in the ayre, &c. flic in» 
to the company and communion of Chriſtians, driven this 
ther by. the fearefulneſſe of their ſpirits, and: bope to-re- 
ccve proteRtion of- their guiltineſle, and preſervation from 


Rom. 13-5 
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wrath, by theprayers, preſence, and acceptation of ſuch ho. 
ly Ones. Wee ſee in mens carriages to humanclawes , that 
even feare of them reſtraines many from many lawleſle out 
rages , and conſtraines r6 many civill conformities , againſt 
which their ſenſuall hearts and humours doe infinitely riſe 
and reclaime, with much diſtaſte and averſton. Doe you not 
thinke, that many drunkards would as well live in murther, 
and upon the {poyle, as in their preſent abominable ſwiniſh- 
wefſe ; they did not holdit amore horrible thing to bee han» 
ged, then to pay five ſhillings, or ſit in the ſtockes ? Would 
not many at Sermor-time , rather bee in the Ale-houſe, than 
in the Houſe of God, were not the conſtitutions of men a 
curbe unto their corruptions > Would not ſome deſperate 
wretchcsas well ſtrike thorow at once, and quite diſpatch 
thoſe they hate, as kill them all the yeerelong, with their 
cruell thoughts and bloody malice ; were not thoughts free, 
and aRtuall mnrther d:ath by the lawes of met)? Would not 
many malicious Papilts , thinke you, as well ſpcake traite- 
rouſly of the King, as teare Gods glorious name with their 
oathes , and blaſphemous tongues ; were they not terrified 
with feare of Tyburne ? It may be ſo proportionably in mens 
behaviours towards divine Lawes , the holy Statutes of 
Heaven, and that highſt Tribunall. Bur as in the former wee 
ought to bee ſubjeR, not onely for wrath , bat alſo for conſtie 
exce ſake, ſointhelatter much more, not onely for terrour 
of Gods Indgement ; bur alſo for love of his Truth. 

A worthy Diyine ſummes up all I would fay in this 
point, thus : Sometimes, faith he, the feare of Gods Indgements, 
as of the racke of an accuſing couſeience, of the torment s of hol» 


fire, ec, holdeth men in a ſlaviſh obedience; 


I feare mee, there are too many abroad in the world, eſpe- 
cially great Ones, who by forbearance of other groſl: ſinnes, 
to which their ſenſuall affeRions are not ſo indeared , Out- 
ward performance of ſome holy duties, formall preſence at 
religious exerciſes, countenancing, and patronage of godly 
Miiſters and good men , hope to make amends, as it were, 
and to purchaſe proteRion and diſpenſation , for the ven- 
geance 


=, 3 wy — = m wa 


comfortable walking with God. 


geance dueunto the ſinfull pleaſures of ſome boſom: and be- 

loved luſt wherein they ſecretly lie. And therefore their 

outſid-conformitie in other things, is cauſed by feare of be- 

ing _ and remarkeably plagued for that cloſe darling 
lighe. 

4- Others there are, who by reaſon of awefulneſle unto, ,,\. EE 
correſpondence with, dependance upon, gaiactull expeRati- liding friends, Pia, 
on from ſome gracious great Oae, Chriſtian friend, reverend | 77 —__— 
Paſtour, Patron, Land-lord, or Governour, religious rich vie mes, of the in- 
kindred,8c. or other ſuchby-reſpeRs, conformeto the out- (ain enberts 
ward formes of Religion, and live reſervedly under the Cas ts ther boly Prieft, 
nopic of a counterfeite profeſſion. The falſe and hollow | ——__ r 
hearts of men , harbour many times , many priuate ends in  gredefe, not « 
their outward ſervices of God, and how ſoever they openly $95, ooo”, 
pretend Religion , yer they ſecretly intend, and plot the ſa» w« rigit in the 
tisfaRtion of their humour, and ſerving of their owne turnes, fete of the wn = 
by an artificiall , enforced, remporatie taking part with the 4 beer: was net 
better part. Such ſervile Profeſſours as theſe, ordinarily in (ttt Fwhen 
the meane time ſtand ata ſtay in an externall conformitie to 4-d,he fel to [4e- 
Chriſtian courſes ; for no ſpirituall life warmes their affeRis © + 17,.18- 
ons, no roote of grace growes in their hearts : Formalitic in 
this kinde, is ever voide of all vitall vigour, vegetation, and 
ativitie ; conſtant onely in an heartleſſe plodding courſe and 
coldnes ; and many times,at length, when the motive of their 
religious repreſentations and ſhewes is remooved,and the end 
compaſled, for which they counterfeited , they pur off their 
vizours , and appeare againe plaine carnall men, and downes 
right good-fellows as they were before, The Play being done, 
they arc Rogues againe. 

5. Some there may be, who out of a greedy purſuite of a 
generall applauſe from all ſorts of men ; and ambitious hun» 
tivg after a promiſcuous repatation , and equall acceptance, 
both with Profeſſours of R<ligion, and mn of this world, 
put on a ſhow of religious deportment at leaſt in the compa» 
ny of ſuch asare ready and forward to commend their con» 
formitieand forwardnelle that way , and by relation abroad, 
toenrole their names amongſt the number of thole who are 

no * 
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noted to be on the beſt fide, In a word, ſuch Fellowes a theſe, 
out of a baſe and unblefſed ambition ro bee well ſpoken of 
by all, thongh a woe waites upon ſuch, Luke 6. 26. furniſh 
themſelves, both witha forme of profeſſion to conteme Chris 
_ , and flouriſhes of good fellowſhip to pleaſe the pro- 
phane, 
6. Others there are, who may glorioufly pretend , and 
proteſt with great bravery and confidence, their afſent and 
{ſſiſtance to the beſt and holieſt courſes ; put ona temporary 
counterfeite profeſſion , and faſhionable conformity to the 
communion of Saints ; that thereby they may paſle more 
fairely and plaufibly , out of one calling into another : from 
a baſer, lower, more negle&cd, and toileſome Trade, into 
ſome other of more liberty , accepration and caſe : or elſe 
breake ont of all Callings ; and ſo, by the unhallowed myſte- 
ry of a ſacred coozening , if I may fo call it, live upon their 
profefſion ; and by abufing the tender confciences of weake 
Chriſtians, with the controvuling and countermanding tyran- 
-nies,as it were,of an affeted furious zeale, ſucke out of them 
no ſmalladvantage, and prey too plentifully upen the peo- 
ple of God. Such as theſe, are ready to pretend , and inti- 
mate, that ſuch baſe, earthly, and worldly imployment, and 
ſpending of their time, is diſgracefull, and derogatoriezo the 
providence of God, and their Chriſtianliberty : that with 
unworthy detainements, and avocations, it interrupts them 
in the purſaite of their generall Calling ; diſables and hinders 
them in the diſcharge of holy duties. But let them know,that 
Chriſtianity,if ſound and trae, doth not nullifie, but fanRifie 
our particular Callings, Thou oughteſt to continue with con« 
ſcionablenefſe and conſtancy in that perſonall Calling, where- 
in thy Calling to grace did find thee, if it bee warrantable 
ONE'S and lawfull. See * 1, Cor, 7. 10, No comfortable change 
Hae eſt,non faſti- OF a Calling, bat in caſe of 1. private neceſſity, or 2. common 
par convince Good : and that truely ſo, nothypocritically pretended, and 
I 7.0 h hall 
non emer 3D >  Tfany man then , giving hisname to Religion, 
Gn. prow intoneglett, taſte, oc derelition of his t par» 
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ticular Calling: we may ever ly ſuſpeR him of hollow- 
nefle and hypocriſie. It is the confident conclufion of a very 
learned and holy Divine : 
Thongh a wan be indned with excellent gifts , and be able to Perkns WOOOe's 
ſpeake well, conceive Prayer, and with ſome reverence to heare 
the Word, and receive the Sacraments, yet if he pratiſe not the 
duties of godlineſſe within bis owne Calling all t» but hypocrefie, 
1. What ſonne or daughter of Adm can challenge and 
pleade exemption from that common charge laid upon them 
by the Lord of Heaven : In the ſweat of thy face ſoalt thow Gen-3 19. 
cate bread, till tho r(tarne unto the grownd; Either by travell 
of body, or toyle of minde, or both ? 
2. Diligence in a civill Callmg, is neceſſary for a comforta- 
ble proviſion of earthly neceſlartes. 
3. Heeisa curſed Drone, achild: of idlenefſe andloth, 
the very Tennis-ball of temptation, moſt unworthy the bleſ- 
fings and benefits of hamane fſocictic ; who doth not one 
way or other cooperate}, as it were ; and contribute to the - 
common Good, with his beſt indeayours in ſome honeſt 
particular Calling. 
4+ Aſcaſonable imployment in a civill Calling, is a So» 
yeraigne preſervative, a curbe for prevention of infinite 
ſ{warmes of idle, melancholike , and exorbitant thoughts ; 
and for reſtraint from many wicked and unwarrantable med» 
lings and miſcarriages. 
5. An honeſt Calling, isa Schoole of Chyiſtianitie. In 
which a man performing duties for the Lords ſake,may daily 
profit in the praQice and increaſe of many heavenly graces; 
Faith, Obedience, Patience, Meekenefle, Conſtancie, Truth, 
Fidelitie, Invocation , Thankeſgiving, experience of Gods 
providence, &c, | 
A true Convert therefore is ſo farre from caſting off his 
perſonall Calling ; that after his calling to Chriſtianitie, he is 
woant to diſcharge the duties thereof with farre more care 
and conſcience , though with a better minde,more moderate 
l afteRions, and for ableſſeder end. | 
7. Some there may bee , who ſeeing the iniquitie of 
E theſe 


(_ 


* " — _ 


Generall direftions for 4 


CO COS 


— 


theſelaſt, and worſt times, laying in waite for the ſarprize 

and ſuppreſſion of forwardnefle and zeale ; and that they 

may gaine, or grow into credit with the world by ſome 
Such Machieveliax Peciall ſervice 2gainſt the forwarder ſort, ſcrue themſelves, 
conſe; aecal-in the meane time ( plauſiblenefſe of profeſſion taking a» 
Falſe Brethren, Way the ſenſe of their intrufion ) into the company and 
pin; communion of the moſt noted religious people ; that at 
Gal-2.4 Irrepr ti, length they may doe them the more milſchiefe, and drive 
= dhe bn tothe head the bitterneſſe of their lurking malice, with a 
nua: + C2ur per . 
fraudem, & pier More deſperate and deadly ſting, Theſe are men of great 


0 RIG impoſtare and cunning in their carriage. They informe theme 
* irreplecant, 874 ſelves thorowly, and exaRtly, in the wayes and zealous be- 


haviour of Profeſſoars ; and ſo with great fatisfaftion and 
contentment , apply and accommodate themſelves for a 
time to their deſires and devorions, Burt if once they pry into 
a point of ſecming advantage, which by their wreſting and 
out-facing, may create matter of moleſtation, and ſpy their 
ſuppoſed ſeaſon, to winne by betraying ; they tarne Turkes 
and Traitorsto thofe which are true of heart, to ſerve their 


Owne turncs, 
#o deladedweretie $8, Many there are, who out of a fond and groundleſſe 


Hye Flags, \c, conceite, that onely an outward conformitie to the Word, 
7-Luk. 13. 26- nd Sacraments, and other religious exerciſes, will ſerve their 
raya wy turne for ſalvation, give their names to profeſſion , and fo 
aodincte, of walke on plodding in the comfortleſſe unz:alous formes of a 
he prune thevek frozen outſide Chriſtianity, many times even unto their dy- 
They as os enely ing day. Theſe men marre, and unſanific themſelves, by 
proftiſe it,ur dey Making moderation in Religion a Saint:and undo their ſoules, 
— = - by adoring diſcretion as an Idoll. Moderatfon and diſcretion 
preſſed pen them truely ſo called, and rightly defined by the Rules of God, are 
= b jach a ere bleſſed and beautifying ornaments to the beſt and moſt zea» 


_ lous Chriſtians ; but being tempered with their coldnefle, 
and cdged with their cagernefſe againſt forwardnefle, aud 

« wy mukugn 24. [er vexcy in ſpirit, which the Apoſtles enjoynes, * Row. 12.11, 

err. Fervidi (pi- . 

ritu, /cething bot. Zie, verbum faftum 3 ſono litere 7. Exſtetb, Vule ut nos, qui ſub lege Spiritus vi. 

vimus, rtemiſſum, nibil tepidum babcamus in nobis ; ſed cum feryore Spititus, & calore fidej 

cunta peragamus, Ovigen- 
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become the very deſperate cut-throats to the power of 

godlineſſe , and peſtilent conſumption of the ſpirits, heart, 

and life of true zcale. Theſe fellowes are moſt inſolent, and 

confident in their Phariſaicall brags , ſpirituall ſecuritie, and 

hopes for Heaven. They admire , = applaude with much 

ſelf&-eſtimation of their ſingular skill, and rare felicitie, in 

pitching juſt upon the golden meane, as they conceive, be- 

tweene prophanencſle and preciſeneſſe ; infamous notori- 

ouſneſle, and perſecnted ſtritneſſe, But that Proverbe , in 

the meane time falles parupon their pates: There & 4 ge- Prov.30. x9. 
neration that ave pre in their owne eyes : and yet iu not waſhe 
ed from their filthwneſſe: And at length moſt certainely , the 
juſt execution of that terrible commination , Reved. z. 16. 
will cruſh their hcarts with everlaſting horrour , confuſion 
and woe. | 

But I ſhould be endleſſe in the diſcovery of this hidden 
and helliſh gulph of bypucrific, wherein thouſands are 
{ſwallowed up, even in / rogrons th Mid-day of the Goſ- 
pell, For a man may afſoone finde out the way of an Eagle 
in the Aire , the way of a Serpent upon 4 Rocks , the way of 
4 Ship in the midſt of the Sta, and the way of a man with a 
maide , as to tracke the cunning and crooked footſteps of 
this foule fiend in the falſe hearts of Satans followers. Onel 
take notice , that thou canſt never poſſivly delight in G 
or ever comfortably come neere him, if thou give any cn» 
tertainement unto it , in what ferme ſoever it repreſent it 
ſelfe , or whatſoever vizor it offers unto thee , though ne. 
ver ſo fairely varniſhed, and guilded over with the Diyels 
angelicall glory. 
FR. II, _ and vong all thy REY — I | moMri gn 
Heaven and Gods ſervice , upon that r 

Pillar,that maine, and moſt precious ® Principle of Chiſtia- Lo FM 
4 findament eo] Rule of Criftianntie. Adverſis parentes, adverſus liberos, Carte eek 
nemygcomra univerſum Ocbem terrarum, contra ipſam ctiam animam pugnam indici, arque aciem cſe 
inſtruendam oſtendie, Cory/s in cap. 10. Mat. Hom-36, Paul cells it, The ver) Pirit of aan ſervice of Gods 
witest ati eS crater BARS Rebammld gitamandgnetts Bene ly, ney, % as Very @ cave 
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nitie; Selfe-deniall. No walking with God, no fweer com- 
munion, and ſound peace at his Mercy- Seate, except for his 
fake, and keeping a good conſcience, thou bee content to 
denie thy ſelfe, thy worldly wiſcdome, naturall wit, carnall 
reaſon, acceptation with the world, excellencie of leaning, 
favour of great Ones, credit and applauſe with the mot ; 
thy paſſions, profit, pleaſures, preferments, neereft friends, 
eaſe, libertie, lifs, every thing, _ . And feare no lofle ; 
for all things elſe arenothing,to the lcalt comfortable glimpſe 
of Gods pleaſed face. 

From this Principle ſprung all thoſe noble reſolutions , 
and replies of Gods worthieſt Saints and Souldiers: That 
of Heſter for the preſervation of the people of God : Well, 
Heſt4.16- faith Chee, 1 will goe in wnto the King, which © rot accor- 

ding to the law, and if I periſh, T periſh. That of Micaiah, 

ſolicited ſtrongly by the meſſenger to temporizse, in mana- 

ging his M-niſtery with ſurableneſſe , avd conformity tothe 

Kings pleaſure, and plauſiblenefſe of: the falſe prophers : 

1 Xing-22-14 fs the Lord liveth, what the Lord ſaith unto mee , thatwwill 
Nehe-6.11- I fpeake. That of Nehemiah; Shonld ſuch a man as 1 flee? 
As if hee ſhould have ſaid; Tell nog mee of fleeing, my re- 

ſolution was pitcht long agoe, if need require, rolay-doune 

my life, and looſe my blood in the Lords battels, That of 

Paul, when his friends were weeping,and wailing about him: 

Aﬀsa1-13- What meane you to weepe , ſaith he, and to breake mine heart ? 
For I am ready not to bee bound onely , but alſo todie at 

Hiermſalem, for the Nan of the Lord Teſiw, That of Jerome + 

If my father flood weep my on his knees before me , and my mo- 

ther hanging on my neche behinde mee , and at my brethrey , 

fSfters, children, kinrſolkes , howling on every fide, to retaine 

mee mn finſull tife with them ; I wonld fling my mother to the 

== » deſpiſe all my kinred, yunne over my father, and tread 

wm under my ferts, thereby to runne to Chrif when hee 

calteth mee. That of Luther, dealt with, eameſtly,and cager- 

ly, not to venture him(elfe amongl{t a number of perfidions, 

Fox tawve fer) 2nd blood-rhirſtic Papiſts : As toxchivg mee ((aith hee) fince 
pag-$49. I am ſent for, 1 am reſolved, and cert ainely determined to enter 
X Wormes 


= 
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comfortable walking with God. 


Gods blefling at 


Let their money periſh with them, who eſtcenwe all the Gold S*t the Story of bu 
in the world , worth one dayes ſociety with leſs Chriſt, and ", Pg-79" 
hu holy Spirit. That of George C ter, Martyr : ey Fox, pox. 334. 
wift and my children are ſo dearely beloved uno mee , that 

they cannet bee bonght from mee, for all the riches and poſſe/- 

ſions of the Duke of Bavaria: but for the love of my Lord 

God, 1 will willingly forſaks them. That of Kilian, a Dutch 
Schoole-maſter, to fuch as asked him, if hee loved not his 

wife and children ; Yes, faid hee, If the world were Gold, and 

were mine to diſpoſe of, I would give it tolive with them, though 

it were but in priſon ; yet my ſonle and Chriſt are dearer to mes 


then all. 
I V. Exerciſe thy ſelfe continually, and bee excellent in 
that onely Heaven upon Earth, and ſweeteſt San to 


an hanted ſoule, the Life of farth. Which to live in ſome Hb 4 


good meaſure, is the duety and-property of every living 


member of Chrilt Iefus. Lovetherefore, and labour to live Keb19 38 =, - 


” 


by the power of Faith, the life of ſalvation, ſanRitfxxation, 
preſervation. 1. Of ſalvation, thus : Let thy truely-humbled 
ſoule, grieved and groaning under the-burden of finne, 
throw it ſelfe into the meritorious , and mercifull Armcs 
of Iefus Chriſt, wounded, broken, and —_— upon the 
Crofle; and there let it hold, and hide it felfe for ever in 
full aſſurance of. eternall life , by vertue of that promile, 
lohn 3.36. He that beleeveth onthe Sonne , hath everlaſting 
hfe : For having thasaid hold upon him, He by his Spirit 
doth communicate firſt himſelte unto thee ; then both the 
merit of his death for remiffion of thy fines; and of his 
ative obedience for thy right to ſalvation and happinefle ; 
and withall, the power of bis Spirit, to quickgn thee to the 
life of Grace inthi A 77" to raile up ny 2 
3 


Worms tn the Name of our Lord Jef Chriſt ; yea, althongh 
1 knew there were ſo many Divels to reſiſt mee, as there ave 
tiles to cover the houſes im Wormes. That of a moſt r6- 
nowned Italtan Marqueſſe, Galeacins Carracciolus, tempted 
by a Teſuite with a great ſumme of money, to returne from 
eneva, to the warme Sunne in 1taly : 
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rhe life of glory at the faſt day. 2. Of fan@ification: if thoa | 
keepethy faith, the fountaine, roore und heart, as itwere, 
from which all thine orher graces fpring, in life and vi- 
gonr , thon ſhalt pray more comfortably, bee more con- 
ragiouſly patient, heare the Word more fruitfully, receive 
the Sacrametts mere joyfnlly , paſſe the Sabbaths more 
delightfully, conferre more cheerefully, meditate more hea- 
venly, walke in allthe wayes of new obedience with-more 
firength, and conqueſt over corruptions. For ordinarily, eve« 
ry Chriſtian ſhall find rhe exerciſe of other graces to bee 
comforteble, or cold, according to the livelinefle, or langui- 
thing of his faith. 3. Of preſervation, both cemporall and 
ſorrnuall. 

In crofſes, afflitions, and allGods outward argry viſitae 
tions, by the power of ſuch promiſes, as thoſe, P/a/ 89 3g. 
andg5o.r5, Heb 1n 7,8, 11. 1 The. 3.3, At.14.22. Znk. 
9.22, 1/a1.63.9. 

In the courſe and carriage of thy particular Calling : rhe 
duties and workes whereof, if thou diſcharge with conſci- 
ence, diligence, and prayer, thou mayeſt goc on with come 
fort, contentment, and freedome frum that torturing and 
racking thoughtfulneſſe ; from thoſe reſtleſie and curſed 
carkings of carnall worldlings, wherein they balely languiſh, 
and love their ſoules ; and leave the ſucceſle, iſſue, and event 
of all thy labours and undertakings unto the Lord, whatſo- 
ever it may be, reſting ſweetly, and ever _ upon that 
gracious promiſe, Hev. 13.5, [will never faile thee, nor fore 
ſake thee. 

In ordering and guiding the affaires of thy family, de- 
pend by faithupen Gods bleſſing , the ſtrength and finew 
of a!l ſound comfort, and true contentation that way. See 
Pſal.127. 

In the loſe of outward things for thy love, and ſervice uns 
to God ; by beleeving that Man of God, 2 Chron. 25.9. 
T he Lord 14 able to give thee mach more then thu. 

Nay, in the loffe of all carthly things in every kinde : See 
Hab,3.17,18. Althowgh the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſome, neither 

ſhall 
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ſball fouit be in the Vines: the labonr of the Olive foal filt; and 
the fields ſhall yeeld no meate, the flecke ſont! be cut off from the 
fold, and there ſhall bee no herd in the ſtalles : yet I will 
rejoyce in the Lord: I will joy in the God of my ſalvation. 
Conſider alſo forthis parpoſe, obs paticntbleMNing of God 
= the ſurprize and concurrence of an univerfall miſcry, 
Job 1.21. 

In pangs of the New-birth, ſpirituall Infancy, weakneſſes 
of faith, prayer, godly ſorrow, andother graces ; by thoſe 
cordiall refreſhing promiſes, Rev. 21.6, Marth. g.5. 1/as.q2. 
3.and 40. 1T,and 57. 15. - 

In oppoſitions againſt the raifing or reſtauration of ſpiri- 
trall buildings by the Miniſtery of the Word : or in temp« 
tations againſt a mans perſonall progreſſe, and holding out 
againſt Gods wayes unto the end ; by renoancing our owne 
ſtrength, diſclaiming the arme of fleſh, and crying in every 


encounter : Not Par wor by power, but by my Spirit, yact.4.6,7 


ſaith the Lord of 
EC, 

In languiſhings and tremblings after relapſe into ſome old, 
or fall into ſome new finne ; by ſuch preeious places as theſe : 
1 lohn2.1, Luke 17.4. 1 Sarmmel12.20. 1J0bn19. From 
this laſt place a reverend Divine colle&s this comfort : 1f 
wee ſee our unworthineſſe, and with broken hearts acknowledge 
it, God us faitbſnll and juſt to forgiveit, bee it never ſo great. 
But this is a jewell fit onely for the care of a ſincere Chriſti 
an, when out of the fearefu/neſle of his diftruſtfull ſpirit, he 
puts off all comfort; though trnely humbled, after enſnare- 
ment in ſome. more ſpeciall affrighting finne. Let'no ſwine 
trample uponit. ' 

In all kinds of temprtations,by the power of that promiſe, 
1 Cor.10.13, Nay, even amid(t variery of them by obcy- 
ing that precept, [am,1.3. My brethren, count it all joy when 

you ſallinto dryer: temptations. 

In ſpirituall deſertion , by refreſhing , and' reſting thy 
ſinking ſoule, in the meme rime antill the Lord returne, 
——y. \ureſt Rocke, 1/aiah 30,18; Bleſſed are all they that 

E 4 Waste 


ofts, What art thow, O great monntame, 
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waite for him. Moſt blefſed, deare, and ſweeteſt Sanus» 
ary 1 If the Chriſtian dye in that waiting ſtate, he ſhall bee 
certainely ſaved : For the holy Ghalt pronounceth him 
bleſſed. 

* In the deepe,and almoſt deſpairing apprehenfions of thine 
extreme vileneſle, and, as it were, nothingneſle in grace, by 
apprehending that moſt mercifull promiſe from Gods owne 
mouth, /as.43.25. 

In thy perplexed and troubled thonghts about returne af<- 
ter backſtiding ;- by thoſe comfortable encouragements, /ere; 
3-11,12,43,14,22. Hoſ.14.1,2,4. 

In doubts of loſing the love of God, and'life of Grare ; 
by conſideration of thofe pafliges in Gods Booke, where it 
appeares, that the love of Godunto his child, in reſpeR of 
tendernefle, and conſtancy, 1s infinitely dearer then that of a 
amoſt loving mother to her little one, //atah 49. r 5.ſtronger 
they the ſtony Mountaines, and Rockes of flint, //as.5 4.20. 
as conſtant as the courſes of the Sanne, and of the Moone, 
and of the Starres, 'and of the day, and of the night, cre, 
31. 36-and 33, 20. nay, as ſure, as God himlelfe, P/al.89, 33, 
34» 35- 

In the Haile-ſtormes of ſlanderous arrowes, and empoy- 
ſoned darts of diſgrace, by cleaving to molt glorious pro- 
miſes, 1 Pet.q4.14. Matth.y.11. 

Inthe valley of the ſhaddow of death ; by an aſſurance of 
Gods mercifull omnipotent preſence, P/al.2 3 4. 

In the extremity and depth of ſuch deſperate diſtreſſes, 
and perplexities ; wherein, in thy preſent feeling, thou canſt 
ſee, and figde no poſſibility of helpe from Heaven or Earth; 
God or Man; but artboth helpeleffe and hopeleſfe, as the 
Church complaincs, Lom. 3.18. by ſach like places as thoſe, 
Jſaiah 33. 9,10. 2 Chro, 20.12, Gen,21.14. Exod.14.13; 
P/al.78.65. 

In every thing , or any thing that ſhall, or can poſlibly 
befall thee ; proſperity, or povertic ; crofle, or comfort ; 
clmneſleof conſcience,or tempeſts of terrour ; life or death, 

&c. By extratingabungance of unconquerable patience, and 
| peace 


BE —_— 
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peace of ſ{oule, from thoſe three heavenly-golden condaits 
of ſweeteſt comfort; Rom.$. 18, 28, 32. 

Thus in any trouble. of ſoule , body, good name, out- 
ward ſtate, preſent, or to come; thoa-mayeſt by the ſo» 
veraigne power of faith-working upon the Word, not ones 
ly draw out the ſting, and expellthe poyſon of it ; but alſo 
create a great deale of comfort to thy tracly-hambled 
{oule, and maintaine it m deſpite of all mortall or infernall 
oppoſition, in a conftant ſpirituall gladneſle. ' For all thoſe 
promiſes, whereupon thy heavy heart in ſuch caſes may re« 
poſe, and refreſh it ſelfe, have theirbeing: front the bleſſed 
n:me /chovab: Sce Exod, 6. 3; and therefore are as ſure, 
as God himſelfe : they are ſcaled with the _— fuffcrings 
of his onely Sonne and therefore as true, as truth it fſelfe : 
and, if thou bee in Chriſt, are all as certainely thine, as the 
heart in thy body, or blood that runnes in thy veines. Nay; 
andalittle more for thy comfort, theglory of Gods truth is 
mightily.advanced, and himſelfe extraordinarily pleaſed, by 
thy more refolace; (tedfaſt, and triumphane cleaving unto 
them. Wharta bleſſed, ſweet , and heavenly life then is the 
life of faith? 

V. Apprehend in thy mind; and ſettle in thine heart, a 
true eſtimate, and right conceit of the ſubſtance and pewer, 
marraw, and materials of Chriſtianity. Which doth nor 
conſiſt, as roo many ſappoſe. 

In outward ſhewes, profeſſion , talking : in _—_— 
ſtri points, defending preciſe opinions, conteſting again| 
the corruptions of the times : In the worke wrought, ex- 
tefnall fgrmes of religions exerciſes, - ſet-taskes of hearing, 

ng, conference, and the like : in- ſome ſolemne out- 
ward extraordinary abſtinences and forbearances, cenſu- 
ring others, &c, Bat, * in rightcouſnefle, peace, joy m * Humilirajn 0 
liras in fide, yererundia in verbis, infa&is juſtiria, in openbus miſcricordia, in moridus diſciplina, __ 
juriam facere nun no(fe, cx. faftam tolerare poſſe, cum fratribus pacem tencre, Drum toto corde dili- 
NE he nd, chr c/o aſepntbiſeracharere———=— Canis fo cje conic 
hnccocoremm of ddertic aibens conflunian, qui confecmn: in queſKone fiduciam, qui | 
congredimur : in morte patientiam, qui coronamur. Hoc eſt cohzre.lem Chrilti velle cle, hoc ct 
praceprum Dei facere, hoc eſt yolumtacem Parris adimptere, Cprion de orae, _ 
rae 
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the holy Ghoſt : in meekeneſſe, tender-heartedncfſ+, love, 


—c 


in patience , humilitie , contentednefle : in mortificatio, 
of finne, moderation of paſſion, holy guidance of th, 
wngue: in workes of mercy, juſtice, and truth 2 in fideli. 
ty , painefulneſſe in our Callings , conſcionable converling 
with men-: in reverence unto {uperiours, love of our ene- 
mies, an open-hcarted recall fruitfull affteAtionatenefle, and 
bounty to Gods people : in heavenly-mindednefle , {:Ife- 
deniall, the life of faith: in diſ-eſteeme of earthly things, 
contempt of the World, reſolute hatred of finne : in ap» 
prooving our hearts in Gods preſence, a ſweet communion 
with him, comfortable longing for the comming of the Lord 
Icſus, &c. 

Yet miſtake me not ; thou muſt makea ſhew, profeſle and 
talke, if thou wouldeſt have Chriſt Ieſus to owne thee at 
that laſt and dreadfull Day, Mark.8.38. 

It is therefore an idle and braineleſſe cavill of fome lewd 
ignorant Lozels, to ſay ; Wecan by no mecanes endare theſe 
ſhewes; Cannot a man bee rcligious to himſelfe, except he 
hang out his flag, andletall the world know it For where 
the power of Religion is, there will be the ſhew alſo, Pain» 
ted fire ſhines not, aſcends not, hoates nat : but true fare is 
ever inſcparably attended with theſe propertics, We cannot 
pur a Candle ina Lanthorne, but the light will ſhew it ſelfe 
thorow the hornes ; if true grace be plared in the heart, ir 
will ſhine forth in our words, ge(tures; ations, all carriages, 
and our whole converſation. He that will take (hewes from 
—_ of 4 Ti him take brightneſſe from rhe 
Sunne, gliſtering from Gold, breathing from a li . 
Shew _ ofcſhon of Chriſt = -npang 'Þ —__—_ 
as well as the {ubltance and ſoundnefie of hearts. Remexcs 1 0. 
9,10, 

Thou muſt bee a patrone, azd in ſome good meaſure, a 
praRiſer of preciſe points, it ever thou wilt havettae 
and aſſurance of walking in the narrow path, that leades un» 
tolife ; as, of walking preciſely, Epheſ.5.15. Being fervent in 

ſpiri, Row,12-11, Striving to exter in 4s the ſtraite gate, 

Lokg 


comfortable walking with God, 


Lieke 13. 24. Selfe. dewiall, 14.26, Smrpoſſong the righteonſe 

weſſe of the Scribes and P hariſes, CMatth,y zo, Laying vident 
hands and hold upon the Kingdome of Heaven, Hatth.r 1. 
T2. Ina word : of the way which # called Holy, and yer © 
ſpoken againſt every whefce, 48.28 22. For I meane onely 
that preciſeneſſe which is commended unto ns, and comman» 
ded bythe blefſed Spiririn Gods pore and holy: Word, I 
know, a'l paſlages of ſanRtification are too preciſe ; and pari2 
doxes, intolerable and burdenfome to fleſh and blood; andin 
the mterpretation of worldly wifedome, whichnotwithſtan» 
ding are cafic and ſwect to mortifiedmen. 

Thon malt ſtand arthe ftavescnd;againſt the ſinnes of the 
times, andlike the Eagle, pruneupthy ſelfc againſt a ſtorme, 
or elſe rhou art atemporiz?r. | 

Outward exerciſes of Religion, areas it were the body, 
without which, the ſoule of Chriſtianity hath no exiſtence, 

Thou muſt be content to abridge, and confine thy Chri- 
ſtian liberty at any time, according toopponunitics, and ex» 
igents, for the enlargement of Gods glory, the building up 
of thy brother, and ſnaffling thine owne rebellious nature. 

Thou mayeſt, and muſt judge by the fruits. It is Chrifts 
Rule, Marth.7.16, If therefore thoa fecſtthe aborninable 
and unfavoury fruits of lying, ſwearing, drunkennefle, Sab- 
bath-breakivg, vinry, ſcoffing at Religion, &c. hanging oar 
in the ſight of the Sunne ; thou mayelt juſtly cenſure he cree 
to be rotten, and for the preſent, fewell for the fire of Hell. 
Thou mayeſt judge no man rafhly, nor of his finall cſtace : 
(If we 1eca malcfaQour caſt, and condemned for ſome grie» 
vous cggme, yet reprieved untothe next 4ſſize ; no man can 
fay, he ſhall be certainely hanged, becauſe a pardon may bee 
procured, and come from the King in the meane time: itis 
ſo in the preſent caſe.) But thou mayelt call a ſpade, a ſpade ; 
a drunkard, a drunkard, an vſarer, m wſarere  Ocherwife, it 
thou dawbe and difſemible, how ſhalt thou ever bee able to 
eſcape liableneſſe to that abomination , Prov. 17:15. Hee 
that julbiffeth the wicked, and hee that condemmeth the juſt : 6 
ven they both are abomination to the Lord, And tothe Ring 
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of that woe, 1/ai.5. 2p. Woe unto them that call evil, = ; 
and good evil; that put darkeneſſe for hight ; and light for 
darkeneſſe ; that put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for buter. 
Yet know, that ſpeaking the evill thou certainely knowelt 
by another, muſtbe ſeaſonable, charitable and diſcrete : not 
out of humour, ſpleene, imperionſnefle, at thy pleaſure; but 
for Gods honour, the good of the party, thine owne dif- 
charge, upona warrantable calling, &c. according to thoſe 
Rules Iſhall heareafter deliver for guiding the tongue. 

My meaning then in this point is ; that thoſe greater mat- 
ters be dearlieſt prized, and principally piyed proportionably 
to their worthand waight; and yet theſe lefler things not 
negle&ed. Itis too true, that thoſe who are more fierce; and 
forward about the ceremonials, and circumſtantials, then 
truely hot and zealous in the eſſentials, and ſnbſtantials of 
Chriſtianity, proove too ofren vaine-glorionſly,and proudly 
monnted upon that foule helliſh fiend, Hypocriſie, and po- 
ſting apace towards ſome fearefull Apoltacy, or Anabapriſti- 
call phrenſie. 

V I, Let thy ſpirit, be mindfull of its owne heavenly birch, 
immortall nature, and everlafting home, ever generouſly for 
tific it ſelfe with viRorious reſolation againſt worldlinefle, 
the canker and cut-throate of all heavenly-mindedneſſe, and 
hearty converſation above. Of all the foule-fiends, that haunt 
the hearts of carnall men, there is none that holds a ſtronger 
oppoſition, and counter-motion to walking with God, then 
covetouſneſſe. Ambition, ſenſuality , and other wayes of 
death, cur off their flaves with accurſed difacquaintance, 
and eſtrangement farre enough from all comfortable accefſe 
unto the Throne of Grace : but affetions nailed and glued 
to the Earth, have this peſtilent precedency, that they hold 
the remoteſt point of declination, from the warmth and in- 
fuence of any ſweet communion with the Sunne of righte- 
ouſneſſe, and Gods glorious face. All earthly-minded men 
ordinarily, howloever they may bee outwardly reſtrained 
andreſerved, are ſecret deriders of the power of godlineſſe, 
holy (tritnefle of the Saints,and myſteries of Grace. __- 
Phariſes 
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Phariſes alſo, faith Lake, 16. 14. who were covetons 
heard all theſe things , and they derided him: even mockt, 
and made themſelves merry with the ſearching, and heart- 
pci Sermons of the Sonne of God. Their hearts, and 
opes are wholly anchored upon the Earth, and lockt up in 
their cheſts : andthercfare they dreame of no other heaven, 
then their golden hoards, heapes of wealth, and preſent 
temporall happineſſe, Whereas notwithſtanding , one re- 
freſhing glimpſe ſhining , and ſhed into our hearts from 
Gods pleaſed face, and welk-groundcd affurance of being 
His, is infinitely more worth thenall the Gold that ever the 
Surme made, or ſhall make while it ftands in Heaven, | »1; 

V1. Let thy holy affeftions bee ever thorowly war- 
med , and raviſhe = extraordinarily with the loveof God, * Si amaor Dei 
To which , there are infinite inflaming motives and Obliga» mis meduttis, ca- 
tions. | fun uy ipſum 

I. Hee being abſolutely canlidered, ' 1s immeaſurably ama,ilh flagra,ill: 
lovely. The moſt attraive obj:&s of infaygablolove , and 7'*, quo Jucun- 
all amiable excellencies, are eminently. and tranſcendently quo melius , quo * 
triumphant in him eternally. Beantic, Glory, Worth, Wiſe- [51 _—_ Tak 
dome, Greatnefle, Goodnefſe, Holinefle, Puritie, anything, 35- Colum <rrer- 
_y thing that is any wayes admirable and love-wor- inn ane, om 
nv. ' . CCellune mini dices 
. Or conſider Him in relation to thy ſelfe; -and honldeft -— 44 a 
thou every moment thorow an interminable time, lay downe To=-9 peg: 1003: | 
ten thouſand lives for His fake , thon couldeft nover come 
neere therequitall of 'the leaft inch vf His infinizclove 20+ 
wards thee, which reacheth fromeverlaſting, ro _— 
1, Heboretheg inthe boſome of this His freetoge from 
eternitie, and rhat ſo dearely, thi” from che ſameectrermnarie, 
Hee decreed that His owne deare Sorine ſhould diz for thee. 
2. Hee brooghr thee out of the abtorred flare (df being no» 
EC his seaſbuable and noblcſt creatures. 
3. Hee bonght rhee nprine , wherrrhon' hadft wilkully loſt 


thy ſefe, with the heard blovd of His onely ; 4. Hee 


Sonne 
preſervesthee every day from # thouſand dangers , a thou- 
fand deaths, Le he ſeigerporthee , Co omwith. 

in 
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in, and from without, 5. He will ſhortly crowne thee with 
everlaſting life, fulneſſe of joy, and pleaſares at his right hand 
for evermore. 

3. Thirdly, confider the unquenchable impaticncie of 
Chriſts inflamed love unto thee , now waſhed with His 
Blood, andbeautified with His grace, Canticles 4. 9. Thou 
haft raviſned my heart, faith He to the Church, and by conſe» 
quent to every true Chriſtian, my Siſter, my Sponſe, thou baſt 
Faviſhed my heart with one of thine eyes , with one chaine of thy 
mecke. Now love isof thatalloring nature,that many times 1t 
will draw love from a man , when there is no lovely part in 
the partie loving. Whata deale of love then doth the Sove- 
raigne Lord of all goodneſſc,, the well-{pring of altbeautic, 
exccllencie, and ſweetneſſe exat at our hands? eſpecially 
fith wearehis mcere creatures, in reſpe& beth of our natu- 
rall being, outward ſtate,gracious ſtate,and the ſtate of glory? 
Sec how His ſpirituall amiableneſle is ſhadowed by outward 
beanties, Cant; 5.10. 

V I IT. Prize the fruitiou of Gods pleaſed face , a neerer 
communion and acquaintance with his blefſed May:ſtic, the 
love and light of His countenance ; and thereupon a free and 
frequent accefle, with ay humble boldaefſe,unto the throne of 
Grace, at a farre higher and more unvaluable rate, than heaven 
and carth ; as a very reall fraitfull fore-taſte of eternall joyes. 
For to ſay no more at this time ; If thou hold an holy familie 
aritic with thy God, and He looke pleaſedly upon thee, thou 
ſhalt graſpe Ieſus Chriſt more ſweetly and feelingly in the 
armes of thy Faith;; partake more plentifully of the joyfull 
freedome, preſence , and communication of His comforting 
Spirit ; be guarded more ſtrongly and narrowly by His glo- 
rious Angels , ſucke- more \ſweetneſſe and heavenly Manna 
out of the Miniſteric,,. and other His blefſed- Ordinances ; 
walke in ſafery amongſt the creatnres , like-an unconquerable 
Lyon : Thou ſhalt be in @ league with the flones of the field, and 
the beaſts of the field ſhall bee at prace with thee + when thow 
goeft,thy gate ſhall not be flraite ; and when thou runneft, thou 
ſhalt not fall : when thos fleepeſt, thy ſleepe faall be ſweet ; then 
ſalt 


_ a ” _ - _ oo _. —< 


2 —_—_ 


comfortable walking with G 0d. 


'63 


ſhalt dwell [afely, and none ſball make thee afraid: T hou ſhalt 
never more be afraid of any evill tidings, or of deflruttion when 
it cometh : when thou paſſeſt thorow the waters , thy God ſhall 
bee with thee ; and thorow rivers , they ſhall not overflow thee : 
when theu walkeft thorow the fire , thou ſhalt not be burnt ; nei» 
ther ſhall the flame kindle upon thee, -c. And if at any time 
thou be ſeized upon with any croſſe or calamitie from any 
of the creatures; any trouble or temptation, from man or 
Divell ; any lowring or crueltic from the _—_ of the 
times, or perſecuters of the Truth ; yer the refreſhing beames 
of Gods pleaſed face ſhining upon thy heart, through the 
darkeneſſe of ſuch diſcomforts, will ſweetly mitigate, re- 
vive, and infinitely make amends for all. The poyſon and 
curſe of them ſhall never come neere thy ſoule. The 


Lord in the meane time, like an Eagle fluttering about her Deur.z2.11. 


neſt, will moſt tenderly defend and protce& thes, Eſaiab 
31. $. andatlength moſt certainely comelike a yong Lyon 
roaring on his prey for thy reſcue and glorious calargement, 
[/aiab 31.4. | 

IX, Labour by a- conſtant watch to keepe thy heartin a 
ſpirituall remper ſtill, and ſtill ſweetly.content, and fruitfully 


converſantin the Myſtery of Chriſt, and Secrers of His King- _ wo5uels wh 


dome, which thou ſhalt more cafily doe; If thoa firſt rejoyce gf,77 . 


in God, his Word, and Graecs, as thy chicteſt joy, and great- 
eſt advantage. 3. By all carthly things, be drawne to the love 
of heavenly, For though: God hath appointed but one Sab- 
bath in ſeven dayes for his more ſolemne publike worſhip, 
yettoa Chriſtian , every day is ſanRificd to be arelt from all 
the deeds of the fleſh, wherein he is to walke with his God, 
and ſhew forth the religious keeping of his heart and good 
conſcience, in every ation of his whole life ; ſo my. 
very paſſage of his particular Calling , a part of Chrilti 
obedience , and dutic unto God. 3. Let the nobleneſle of 
thine inlarged Spirit, as, infinitely diſdaine to bee any ways, 
npon any termes, in bondage to the corruptiohs ofthe times; 
ſo finde a farre ſweeter reliſh , and take incomparably more 
contentment in the ſervices of thy Lord , and his holy Ocdi» 
NAnces, 


x 
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Quid veſper ve- 
hac iaccrtum. 


nances , then in all his outward benefits, and favours of this 
life, For as the beſt of theſe abuſed , will moſt certainely at 
the Barre of God,rurne ſcourges and Scorpions to the world- 
lings conſcience ; and in the mcanetime, there is no man ſo 
aflured of his honour, of his riches, health , or life ; but 
that hee may bee depriyed of either, or all, the yery next 
houre, or day to come; fo the other will prooveunto the 
Chriſtian , having beene conſcionably and eonſtmtly exer- 
ciſed in them, as a rich ſtocke, to bring in comfort, patience, 
and inward peace , in his moſt neede and greateſt extremitie, 
4. Afﬀoone ns thou diſcovereſt any ſpirttuall weakenefle or 
decay, any extraordinary aflault, temptation, d:adneffe, &c. 
complaine betime, cry mightily unro God, give himno reſt; 
neithergive over ſceking , untill hee retorne unto thy ſoule, 
with power, and life againe. If ordinary meanes will nor 
prevaile,preſſe upon him with extraordinary : if then he doe 
not revive thee with woonted quickning vigour, waite \with 
a patient wakefull longing of all the powers of thy ſoule; 
and then all this while thy ſoule is ſtill in its tme ſpirituax 
temper , and a moſt bleſſed ſtate, See //a.zo.18. 5. Decline 
watchtully all occaſions of falling from thy firſt love, ferver- 
cie , and heavenly-mindednefle : as ſpirituall pride, knowne 
hypocrifie, defire to be rich, diſcontinuance of thine intimates» 


' neſſe with the godly , negleR of thy particular Calling , or 


daily watch over thy heart ; ungodly company, forme inre- 
ligious dnties , coldnefſe and cuſtomarineſle in the uſe of the 
meanes, &c. 6. Suffer not thine affeRions to bee chained 
downe, and ſet too much upon thoſe things which the com- 
mon ſort and greateſt part of men ſecke after infatiably, 
and {laviſhly finke under; praiſe, profit, credit, accepta» 
tion with the world, favour of great Ones ; mirth, plea- 
fares, caſe, feare, ſorrow, carthly contentment, prefer. 
ment, wealth, long life, or any worldly thing : bur debaſe, 
and di. eſtceme all other delights in reſpeRt of doing Gods 
will; which ſhould ever beanto thee mcate and drinke, thy 
chicfeſt and choiſeſt recreation , and onely Paradiſe upon 
earth, 

X, Let 


Py p . 
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X. Let thy ſoule full * often ſoarealoft upon the wings \, Aire Jt.” 
of faith, unto the glory of the Empyrean Heaven , where quearer&curre fa 
God dwelleth , _ bathe it ſelfe before-hand with many a Mura be in 
ſweete meditation in that everlaſting blifſe above» Oh thtake — 
with thy ſelfe , ( though it farre paſſe the reach of any mor- propherss , fatu- 
tall thought ) what an infinite inexplicable ſweetnefle it #2942 Apotiolos, 
willbee, to looke for ever upon the glorious Body of Icfns citrus Martyrum, 
Chriſt ſhining with incomprehenſible beautie ; and to con- &, Cantor,» 
ſider, that even every veine of that bleſſed Body bled to bring peg 1003. 
thee to Heaven: and that it being with ſuch exceſſe of 
glory hypoſtatically united unto the Second perſon in the 
Trinity , hath honoured and advanced thy nature, in that re- 
ſped, farre above the _— Chernb ! To ſay nothing of 
the beauty and brightneſle of that ever-bleſſed Place, that 
unapprochable Light , which beſets Gods dreadfull Throne , 
the walking arme in arme with the Angels of God, that e- 
verlaſting joyfull communion, and converſing with the dea. 
reſt Chriſtian friends, and all the crowned Saints, and in- 
numerable felicities moe , which infinitely ſurpaſſe in ex« 
cellencie and ſweetnefſe , the: comprehenſion of the largeſt 
heart, and expreſſion of any Angels tongue : contemplate 
principally the fountaine of all thy blifſe ; how the migh. 
ty IEBHovan, God bleſſed for ever, will powre out 
of Himſelfe , by the influence of Beatificall Viſion, as they 
call it, perpetuall rivers of unutterable joyes , and pleaſures 
upon thy glorified Body and Soule, thorow all eternity ; 
even as the Sumne powres out his bcames and ſhining 
every day afreſh upon the world, without emptinefle or 
end : and with ſuch varietie, ( for he is infinite ) that they 
ſhafl bee unto thee, as freſh, as new), as ſweete, as ra- 
viſhing, millions of yeeres after thou haſt dwelt in thoſe 
Manſions of reſt, as they were, the very firſt momemthou 
enteredſt that blifſefnll Place. Such fixed tonfiderations 
as theſe, of things above, will ſerve as notable helps to 
draw and nipe CEn Heaven-ward, and may migh- 
tily moove to delight in God, and to hold it the 


ſweeteſt life upon carth, to walkce with him in the waies of 
E Purine 
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Puritie and Peace, Me-thinkes , if a man doe bot once a day 
ſericufly and ſolemnly thus caſt up the eye of his Faith, upon 
that nev*r-fading Crowne of Life, which after an inch of 
time, ſhall eternally reſt upon his head, the goodly ſplendour 
thereof, and beames of that incomparable joy, ſhould be able 
to diſpell thoſe miſtes of fading vanities, and hurtfull fumes 
of honours, riches, and carthly pleaſures , which this great 
dung-hill of the World, heated by the fire of inordinate luſt, 
doth evaporate,and cnterpoſe betweene the ſight of the ſoule 
and celcſtiall Bliſſe : So that he might wich more aff:Rio- 
nate freedome, and contempt of earth, have his converſation 
above; ard turne the current of all higdelights, love, and 
longings, with more reſolution and conſtancie towards his 
heavenly home. 

Theſe Preparatives thus premiſed , I procecd to ſome ge- 
nerall direions for a more comfortable walking in the way 
that 1 called Holy. 

Mat 6-3 3- I. Firſt, and before all other things, have a ſpecial 
eye and attendance to a fincere, conſtant , and fruitfull 
performance of holy duties , Gods ſervices. And to fay 

* Xec olim ve. 2Orbing punRually and particularly at this time, of private : 

bus ſufficiar, quod * reading the Scriptures, publike hearing the Word, perſonal 4 

in Eccleha divi- Þ;ayer, and with thy yoke fellow, if thou live in that eſtate, 


__ ſinging of Plalmes, Meditation, Conference, dayes of hu- < 
— miliation, &c, of which thou muſt proportionably make - : 
alios lezertesre= CON{Cience in their duc place , obſerving alſo in them the G 
ne? fag. a © Uing Cautions: fora knownegrofi:, cultomary negle& - 
-mp- Ser. 549 of any holy dutic, religious exerciſe, divine Ordinance, be 
in its ſeaſon,” may bring a dampe upon the reſt, and a - 
conſumption upon the whole body of Chriſtianitic ; I ſay, pe 
to leave theſe and the like, in their courſcs and turnes to - 
be performed alſo with all good conſcience and following je 
Cautions, I onely at this time purpoſely adviſe , for the jo 
berter ſanifying thy. ſelfe and all about thee, to amore — 
comfortable and ſucceflefull managing- of all affaires, ba- ©) 
ſinefſes , and under-takings, cither ſpirituall or civill that = 


thau-being Maſter of a Family , for 1 ſingle out a 
#3 " "on 


& 
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for inſtance, be ever ſure to glorifie God, amidſt thy people, 
by * Moming and > Evening facrifice of Prayers and praiſes « ane omnes 
to his heavenly Highneſſe. 7-4 elSaſ Bbs- 
In the diſcharge of which maine dutie of Chriſtia- picracis , qi noe 
nitie, utterly negle&ted by the moſt , and empoyſoned to JicicFro.X dor- 
many , by their reſting onely in the worke wrought, take cutodivir. Quis 
heede of growing into forme, cuſtomarineſſe, < perfuno. 3m af Dew 
rinefle, which will moſt certainely draw the very life-blood fodk hominem'* 


and breathing out of thoſe holy bufineſles ; being ever Fm rea 
the canker and cut-throate of all true godlinefſe, and gra- —r Vn 


cious acceptation with God. Labeur therefore by a re- mand icate: 


verent recolleAing of all the powers of thy ſoule,and freſh {iz quid ipie fir, 


inam demore. 


renewing and ſtrengthening thy watch at every ſeverall ;,, cn: 6vice-.. 


; =" ' ed ipſe non poſke. 
time, to preſerve heart and ſpiritinthoſe dayly devotions, t* ———_—_— 


and family-dutics, Which thou ſhalt the better doe, if Deus adctt dor- 
, ; ; * 3, {, micntibus , quia 
thou looke to, 1, A right diſpoſition before ; 3, A ſpi- pirntbus, gui 
adeſſe non poſ.. 
ſure, & & nofturnis inſidiis genus howinum ipſe cuſtodiat z quia id temporis ad cuſtodiendum aker 
nemo pervigilar. Debeo ergo illi gratiam, qui ut czo ſecurus dormiam , ille pervigilat. Ipſe enim 
nos Deus ituros cubitum quodam o_ quieris ſuſcipit z & Theſauro pacis recondire ſervat 3 & c2- 
I:2118m quadam tuit'one in lucem defeudie, &c. Amby. Lib. Serm. Serm. 43- b Sed & cam veſpera dis 
em claudit, ipfi deberus per pſalteriam laudem dicere, &gloriam cjus modulari ſuavitate concinere, 
— Hoc autems ut faciamus, fratres, non ſolum docemur ratione; ſed ertiam admonemur exemplis. 
Nonne enim videmns minutidimas aves, cam illuceCentem diem aurora produc it, in quibuſdam nj. 
dorum cubiculis varia — m—__ et id ſtudiose agere priuſquam procedant, ut Creatorem 
ſuum, quia loquela non poſſunt, ſuavi emulceant ? Er ara ua3quzque carum,quoniam 
LIED modulis probat oblequium ; ita ut vileatur fibi devorits graties agere, que dul- 
cius perſonav't ; hoc ctiam padto dici curſu ſim'lirer facere 5 Quid ergo ſbi rulr iſta cerris temporious 
diſpolita cantilena, ct jugis intentio; nifi gratiarum quzdam fir immoderata coafeffio 5 Paſtori enim 
ſuo avis innoxia, qui ſermone non ſuavitate blanditaur- Habent enim & aves Paſtorem ſuum ; 
ficut ait Dominus, Reſpicite volari jam non nent, neque merunt ; et Parer veſter qui eſt in 
celis paſcitilla- At quibustandem cibis paſcuntur aves? viliſfimis (cilicer ct terrenis- Aves ergo prop- 
ter viles eſcas las agunt ; w fſimis cpulis paſceris, ot ingratus es 5 Quis igitur non era- 
inis hab:ns 


Et, 


Is , quoniam 
beſcar ſenſum , fine Pſalmorum celebritate diem claudere; cum ipſz aves ad grati- 
ficandum Pſikerii ſuavicate perſulrent ; et £j2s gloriam, non ver ſuum dulcedine re ; cujus lau. 
dem volucres modulati canulend pronunciants [mitare ergo , frater , minurifimas aves mane, er vel- 
pere Creatori gratias referendo. Ez fi es devocior, imitareLuſciniam , cui quam ad dicendas laudes 
dies ſola non ſuthcit,nourns ſpacia igili cantilena decurrit, &c, Fdew hid. Aves cam cune cu- 
bitum, quaſi peracto lerz munere a canta mulcere conſucrunt,ut decurfi uel adoriendi n ofturni 
juxta ac diurni remporis laudes (ao > Cantct, Magn Gran nobis deyoio- 


tur 5 [dens Hexem. lib. 5. cap, 13. Ad omne opus quodcunque i 

Deum, et gratias ci age, ct cam conſammaveris illud, fimiliter fac, 4daguf- Tun. 4+ pr 2; pogs 540» 
© Non ergo de labiis tamrummodd wa procedat oratio : Animo torus intende, intra in ' 

ris tui rotus ingredere, Non te mm videat ille,cui te pl defideras. Videat quia ex corde 
Oras, ut bt; Ex corde orancem audire. .Awbr. dr Sac16. (ibs 6, c89. 3+ 
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ritall behaviour, in the doing : 3. An holy carriage after- 
ward. 
I. For the firſt : 1. Come not before God with any ſinne 
lying upon thy conſcience unrepented of, or delighted in, 
ec Plalme 66. 18, 2. Neither with paſſion , wrath, or 
|  heart-burning againſt 4 any. 3. Stirre up and quicken the 
C— ativeneſſe, and particular apprehenſions of thy < Faith, 
fieri poceſt Chri- about the things deſired and deprecated. In a word, in 
CE R—— the Apoſtles words, for that is my meaning ; * Lift vp 
perare; maxin® hoſy hands without wrath and _—_ Bring, 1. Reſo- 
oratior8 accedir; lution againſt all ſinne, in reſpeR of God: 2, Peace and 
ne perturder ani= appeaſed paſſions, in reſpeR of men: 3. Aſſurance to bee 
nativ; neire qui- heard , in reſpe& of thy ſelfe. Or thus : Before thou fall 
dam Futor Pe pon thy knees , ſhake off three empoyſoning and heavie 
Magis placido hindrances , which will clog and clip the wings of thy 
Ce ales. Prayers, that they will never bee able to aſcend up unto 
ris ? Servus pec- Heaven : finne, anger, diftraſt : and poſſeſſe thy heart 
_— —_— of three excellent helpes, and inflaming furtherances : 
ma ribi deli. x, A right apprehenſion of Gods dreadfulneſſe, puritie, 


indignaziss Aubr, POWET , &c. 2, A true ſence of thy owne vileneſſe, a» 


—C tic, blefſings, and many compaſſionate forbearances to» 
peſiit , 

ſtula : nempe Wards thee. 

= how® 3, For the ſecond, 1. Repell with an undaunted ſpi- 
ave fipeccanti in rit, and reſolute contempt , Satans blaſphemous 4 injeQi» 
OS ons, if hee bee baſis that way ( and hee is ordinarily moſt 
De modo bent ſpightfull againſt the beſt bulineſles, ) and the rather, be- 
viven- Ser- 49- . _ : 

© O hom», fiem Cale if they bee heartily abominated and abandoned 
mam non aude- with hearterifing and loathing, they are put upon the 
as caium 

_— — dirigebax z & ſubird accepiſti gratiam Chriſti z omnia tibi peccata dimilſa ſunt, — 
w—_—_] ded pd nn de Chrilti gratis. Gratiz enim fſalvati cſtis, Apoſto- 
lus at. Non erge hic arrogaotia eſt, fed fides, w41mb- de Sacy. bib. 5. cap. 4. Fa expeſ. Orate Domin. 
* xz. Tim. 2-3; 4d Solet nequiflimus hoſtis tam fordidas nonnunquam & impias tations infer- 
re menti, ut qui tentatur, dum ſave iltud purat eſſe quod cogiat , deteriorem ſe per ipiritum immun- 
um ro : rem animam ce IEC rt, C a 
dum propokito ſuo arbiremr effectum: mule6que potio habuiſſe ſe credat, chm ad- 


huc res ſecult amarex. Vule caing iis, invider, callid:i(amus in:micus horrorcm propoſiti ex 
de{peratione facere ſanQiratis : ut cos rriſticis, exfi & propoſe non rcvocar, cerre retineat 
\ proiettu, Augefh Epilt, 142+ 


Divels 
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Divels ſcore, and are onely thy croſſes , net thy © finnes. , ;, ©; ; 
2. Watchover the World withall care and timely oppoſi- rmiw, que 1© 


tion,that if itbe poſſible,notan earthly # c creepe Pape & ion 
intothy heart all the while. 3. Strive to ho thy fear in cone , Tos 


heate, as well in confefſionas deprecation ; in deprecation as quodam renizitur 
petition ; in interceſſion as for perſonall bleſſings ; as well for *< iſtic, —— 
purity of heart, as pardon of finne,thorowourt ; though there fine conſents 
may be difference of heate, and crying unto God, according 3*ntis, dem ibid: 
to the neceſſity and neerenefle of the paſſage in the prayer, tines in animd 
to our particular, or the more univerſall _ deſired. Prayer -— —" be 
is the creature of the holy Ghoſt, every part whereof, wee vul,# tamen non 
ſhould heartily wiſh, and carveſtly wraſtle, that He would op orgy 


proportionably animate as it were, and thorowly cnlive, even cules mencis maſ- 
as the ſoule doth the body. efttlentia See 

3. For the third, withall intention and watchfulnefſe,pur- Repu cams by 
ſue and preſſe after the things prayed for, by a timely a _ 


is CJus- Cogirar 
henſion, fruitfull exerciſe, and urmoſt improovement of all homo p 


occaſions, ordinances, helpes, and heavenly offers, which may — dis 
any wayes concurre to the compaſſing of them For inſtance: Tiaiare » & per 
Thou prayeſt for knowledge : walke then, when thou haſt porearum imagi- 
done, with a conſtant endeavour, inthe ſtrength of this pray- 71m cnnforms 
cr, thorow all the meanes, reading,hearing,conferring, prafti= in confellione e- 
fing (for even that alſo is a meanes to increaſe knowledge, Y27er* pecouor 


hors 
Tob.7.17. eſpecially experimentall) catechizing, &c, for the rer : er quaned di 


floring of thy underſtanding « ith all facred illuminations {2% 298 ex 


and holy ſenſes of Gods ſaving Word. Let no opportunity fus,arma iniquita= 

tis Peceato, rants 
ſtrictids hujuſmodi ſpiritu quatitur er pulſator, Cim enim ille inſotiabilis homicida, ab exteriori ſenſa- 
al:rare (e vider excluſum, interior) colle&:s viribus aggreditar Sed ſpiritualis homo qui omnia judicar, 
illius aſtwtias non ignorat- Reprimit quo4 poreſt : quod 2utem non poteſt reprimere, tolerat : quia 
erfi latratum canis fuſtiner, morſum non timer. Latrat enim chm ſuggerit * runc'vere mordet, cum ad 
conſenſum pertrahit : ſed cam non ingerit, quod (uggeflir, wnc non valnerat, ſed coronat : qui crfi 
ſentientem cruciat, non obligat non coaſcntiencem, Bern. lib. de Conſe. cap. de nw(tiy. verier cog tar. 
f Quando enim orans cogitar de uxore, de filiis, de mancipiis, de domo, de ibus, de peco- 
ribus, de miliria, de lucco, de capfis, et alius, quz ſao inngmerabilia, que fuper cor incaute orantis 
aſcendunt ; nonne tibi yvidetur hac ſynagoga malorum 5 Cor/oft. bow, x3. in cop[6 Marth, Plerunque 
negotiator veniens ad orationem z aut avarus de peeunth cogitatz aker de lucto aiter de hooore al- 
ter de eupiditate ; er putat quod cum Deus poſſic audire + Awbeo. lib 6, de Sacre. cap.s. C 0 om- 
ru» ſecularis ct carnalis abſcedat, nec quicquam tunc animus, quam id ſolum cogiter, precacur. 
—— Que autem ſegnitia old abicngri, of caps \nEpris cog tatoaibus et cam de- 
precaris: quak fir abud, mag dc _ re, quod cum loquaris- Quomodo te au» 
dir1 i Deo Soſtulas ; cm ipſe non audias < Vus eſſe Deura mengorem tui, quando tu iple memor uti 
non (134 Cyprien, de or 43100e Dammes: 
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e,be violent in catching all occaſions, for the enriching thy 
braine with ſuch- heavenly ſtuffe, and hoarding up in thine 
heart ſuch hidden treaſures. If thow cryeft after knowledge, 
faith Salomon, and lifteſft wp thy voyce for underſtanding, 
Chap. 2, 3. there is the prayer : /f thow ſeekeſt her as ſilver, 
ard ſearcheft for her , a4 for hidden treaſures, verſe 4. there is 
the endeavour : Then fralt thow nnderſtand the feare of the 
Lord, and finde the knowledge of God, verſe 5 there is the blef- 
ſing : ſee Pſal. 27, 4- Againe, thon praycſt robe preſerved 
cut of ill company : thon doeſt well : but when thou haſt 
done,doeſt thou make conſcience of that counſell of Salomon, 
Prov. 4.14,15. and by the power and impreſl1on thereof, 
confront and oppoſe the cunning inticements, and curſed im- 
portunities of thine old companions,and brethren in iniquitic? 
Enter not,faith Salomon,into the path of the wicked ; and goe not 
im the way of wicked men, Avoide it, paſſe not by it ; turne from 
it, and paſſe away,&c. Hethat makes Prayer the end of Pray- 
er,prayes onely to pray,and reſts in his prayer, thinking when 
that holy duty is done, that there is no more to be done, 
prayes to no purpoſe, There muſt be good doings, as well 
as good duties. He that dothnot carneſtly, and in good (ad- 
nefle afterwards ſct himſclfe againſt ſinnes deprecated, and 
purſue with zeale and confcicnce the graces and good things 
petitioned, his prayer is not worth a button, 

II. Decline idlencſſe, the very ruſt and canker of the 
ſoule, the Divels cuſhion, pillow, chicfe repoſall ; his very 
tide-time of temptation, as it were, wherein he carries with 
much eaſe, and withcut all contradiQtion, the current of our 
corrupt affe@ions, to any curſed finne. And be diligent with 
conſcienceand faithfuln:fle, in ſome lawfull, honeſt, particu- 
lar Calling( a good teſtimony, if other ſaving markes con- 
curte, of truth, and truc heartednefle, in thy generall Calling 
of Chriltianitie ) not ſo much to gather gold, and engroflc 
wealth , as for neccflary and moderate proviſion for tamily 
and poſteritic : and in conſcience and obedience to that com- 
mon charge, laid upon all the ſonnes and daughters of Adam 
tothe worlds end ; In the ſweate of thy face ſhalt thou eate 
bread, 
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bread, till thon returne wnto the 2 1. Batevergoeabout 
the affaires of thy Calling with a heavenly minde, ſeaſoned, 
and ſantified with habituall prayer, ejaculatory elevations, 
willingnefle, if God fo pleaſe, to be diflolyed, and to be with 
Chriſt ; pregnant with heavenly matterand meditarion,pickt 
out of the paſſages of thy preſent buſineſſe. For inſtance ; let 
the Hasbandman in Seede-time, collec this facred Soliloquie 
and hcavenly thought ; If Inow take not the ſeaſon, 1 
haveno harveſt, bat ſtarve in winter, So proportionably ; if 
Igather not Grace in this Sur-ſhine of the Goſpell, and day 
of my viſitation,I ſhall find nothing buthorrorapon my bed 
of death, and burne in Hell for ever hereafter, &c. 2. In all 
the civill buſineſſes of thy perſonall Calling, let thy eyeand 
ayme be upon Gods glory, as the prime and principaltend of 
all thy actions, 1 Cor, 10,31. and in them ſeeke and ſerve 
that glorious end of Gods honour, not ſo much in pro» 
curing thine owne, as the good of Church, Common- 
wealth, Neighbours and Family, &c, 3. By _—_— 
ments, doe not become an carth-worme. In vſing the world, 
grow not a worldling, and ſach an one as findes more ſweet» 
nefſe and pleaſure in worldly dealings, and the comming in 
of thy Profits, then in thy heavenly traffickeand treaſures 
through the praQtice and trade of Chriſtianity. 

ITT, In thy ſolitary ſeaſons: 1. Single out fome ſpeciall 
profitable choyſe matter to meditate on all the while ; there- 
by both to prevent the ordinary intrufion of many vaine, 
fooliſh, noyſome thoughts, impertinent wandrings, and wo- 
full trifling out thy precious time ; andalſo to keepe thy ſpi» 
rits, and the powers of thy ſoule aworke, leſt as mil 
wanting griſt, grate and grinde one another, they waſte 
themſelves in a fruitcleſſe barren melancholy. When canſt 
thau bee alone, and not have juſt cauſe, either to buſie thy 
minde about ſome lawfull affaires of thy Calling : or wreſtle 
with ſome corruption, which troubles the peace of thy con» 
ſcience, or breake out into the praiſes of God, or ſome other 
holy paſſage of heavenly meditation, whereof there is ſo 
preat variety and ſtore? 2. Watch and withſtand, with all 
F 4 gody 
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godly jealouſic and care, two dangerous evils : 1, Thoughts 
£ Nec ex prreri. Of pleaſures 8 from thy youthfull finnes , and unregenerate 
4 vitd noſtr4,nec time, which at ſuch times are ready to make re-entry , and 
= gp» dn very cager,being aided by the Divels cunning and hearts-cor- 
me _ ——_ ruption , to re-infe& and p>llute thy ſoulcagaine with ſcnſu- 
421. Quem ergo All filth, and renewed puiltinefſe, And in this pointtake heed 
——— "= leſt the Divell delude thee in theglory of an Angel ; or by the 
dis cam delega. flaſhes of his counterfeit light , caſt into thy heart his ſecree 
<one prateritis, wilde-fire, and (parkes of luſt. For in thy ſolitary muſing, 


er cum” quadam , Lagd 
cocupiſceariafru- thou mayelt reſume into thy memory, the habominations of 


endis, ne redea- thy former life, eſpecrlly of that ſfinne, which WAs thy mint» 


mus corde in Ac- - : X 

pvypwm, Ang- is on-delight , and darling pleafure , upon purpoſe to bewaile 
b Recordari vojo 0d deteſtthem ; and yer without avery vigilant eye, the De- 
tranſa&as feedita- vill infiruating ſome ſecret ticklings of woonted finfull 
bs coruprone {weetneſle ; that which was intended for an exerciſe and in- 
_— > = of repentance, may curſcdly end in the iteration ard re- 
ed ue amem Te. 10joyment of old filthy pleaſures, 2. Take heed alſo at ſuch 


ſed ur amem Te, 

Do nous, _ times of ating any new fins, upon ſenſuall ſuppoſitions, and 
5 Alias jur: ſe lux. 1Maginary plots : as of worldlinefle , luſt , ſpeculative wan- 
uria ſubdir, 2r9ue ronnefle, ambition, revenge, diſhonouring Gods providence 


entre mentis Ocu- , : - . > 4 X 
los ſchemara tur- By an unneceſary diſtruſttull forecaſting of fearefull accidents 


piun perpetrati- upon thy ſelfe, family,goods, poſteririe, the Srare,&c. Some 


onum hngit : er 


cum effeus non ſonnes of Belzal there are , who make no bones, as they ſay, 
hoc a; PI of aRtingall manner of nnclcanneſſe ( horrible impuritic in 
tr intentione co- the inward parts ! ) by the mecre worke of imagination. 
fe ie Dons When they cannot compaſſe and attaine the reall accom» 
— i pliſkmenr of their furious and filthy projeRs in outward 
tiam que delune ARS, and Upon objes abroad, their. abominable deſires re- 


ol Jarra e- bounding as it were, with an impetuous and unſatisfied rage 
mel-a; profert, e UPON their heated and envenomed paſſions, aR and execute 


recipit 5 receptis : : N LS 2: 
recipit 5 recepts any kinde of villany,uponthe inviſible forge ofa curſedi con- 


fporder; e cum templation, Ic is ſtrange to conſider, how many, who carry 


gui obvicr nullus | "Tg 
aſfit,magnis clamoribus rixas in corde componit. —— Altus ryrann:di ſuperbiz ſubjicir, —Ho- 


norum f\b'imum intulas appetity exaltari ſucceſfibus exquirit, totumque quod eſſe deſiderat, fibi apud 
ſemetipſam in cogitationibug depingitz jam quaſi ttiburall prefider z jam ſibi parere obſequia ſubje- 
gorum v.det; jam ceteris emiaer. jam aiits mala irrogat. aliis,que irro;;averint,recompenſat. lam apud 
ſemctipſum ttipatus cuneis ad publicun procedir,jam quibus ebſequiis fulciatur, conſpicirz qui ramen 
hec coyitans folus repetit,jam al'a conculcat,ala tubicyat, jam de conculcatis ſartsfacit odiis, jam de 
ſublcvaus recipit tayores, Greg Moral l1b-4 cop 28. 
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2 counterfeit heaven in their outward behaviour, ſhould 
harbour ſuch execrable hells in their hearts ! 3. Lernot paſſe 
ſuch a golden opportmaity for thy ſpirituall good, with- 
out ſome ſweet comfortable conference with thy God in ſe- 
cret. Call and cry out towards Heaven for ſome ſpeciall 
Graces, by which thou mayeſt bee moſt inabled to glorifie 
God moſt , and to keepe in.thy breft a chearefull and hea- 
venly ſpirit, as for precious and incomparable jewels to 
bee purchaſed with the lofle of ten thouſand Worlds, but 
not to be parted with for as many Worlds as thou haſt haires 
upon thy head. Begge with greateſt earneſtneſſe, and ex- 
traordinary intention of ſpirit , mortifying grace, and ſpi« 
rituall ſtrength, for the craſhing and conquering of thoſe 
ſpeciall luſts , and unruly pafſtons that moſt haunt thee, and 
hurt the peace of thy conſcience; Let a ſorrowtfull ſfarvay 
of all thy finnes draw from thee ſome hearty greane, and 
fervent cjaculations for mercy and pardon : or a ſum 
view of Gods bleſſings and favours towards thee, fill thy 
heart with many joyfull, lowly,and moſt thankfull thoughts, 
&c, Thus, or in thelike manner, let ſome part of thy ſoli- 
tary time be ſuxe to be ſeaſoned with holy muſings, and tatke 
with God, 

I V. Conceming company, I adviſe, 

I. That thou never caſt thy ſelfe into wicked company, 
or preſſe amongſt the prophane , eſpecially upon choice, vo- 
luntarily and delightfully ; and abide no longer with them at 
any time, upon any occaſion , then thou hatt ſound warrant, 
and a calling thereunto. It is ancomely, and incompatible 
with a good conſcience ; It is not forthe honor or comfort 
of Gods children, to keepe company, or familiarly converſe 


with gracelefſe = men. a Vide quim fo- 
In which point to prevent, miſconceits and miſtaking, *; 423m intexri 
conſider there is a le fellowſhip : : or þ * ne 


cet, (ed nec male converſances agnoſcere, Aupal, Tow. 9. 1114+ Sicur qui Diabolum tur, an- 
Qorum wm affety cr pre _—_— [Des perſon : evie, = 
um nequaquam admictit, Gregor. Pſal6, Mclius cft © malorum odwum, quam conſortium, Bern 
lib. De mode beve vivendi, Serm- 6 ©. 
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b Fheves gromns 1» Common, Þ cold, and more generall, In trading, bar- 
of La —__ gayning, buying, ſelling, ſaluting, cating and drinking toge- 
dels and reverend (NCT 3 and in other paſſages of humanity, and eatercourſe of 
DO civil ſociety ; to which charity, nature, neceſſity,or the exi- 
ſaitbbe, welead. gents of our generall, or particular calling doe warrantably 
meniſhed ;. np lead us. 


left at On , Ry" . 
= ons ſelver re 2, Speciall, deare, intimate : In conſaltations and coun- 


lint ther ave fer ſels abour matters of ſpeciall ſecrecy, greateſt weight, and 
Ne that it i ales higheſt conſequence. In ſpirituall refreſhments, religious 
forer anlewfar't* conferences, prayer, marriage, all manner of ncereſt engages 
with thew: but thas Mcnts. Ina free unreſerved communication of their ſoules, 
wee ney net come mutuall exchange of the thoughts of their hearts, faithfall 


£08 Reeve wits them: . Ry . ; 

For to eare andCVClations of the ſpirituall ſtate of their conſciences one un- 
EIN to another, and in ſuch like bliflefull pangs and paſſages of 
Towne by them, «ud Chriſtian love, and ardent ſanified afteAton. 

[cb other commen = The former of theſe the Chriſtian muſt of neceſlity cnter- 
lewfal. But te taine, and exerciſe ſometimes with the men of this world ; 
with them, to m44, EXCEPT hee will goe out of the world, 1 Cor. 5.10. Butthe 
them privy to o«r ſecond fellowſhip is the Saints peculiar. The Chriſtian is 


ee £2 bord out by the Booke of God, the Law of heaven, apon 


them as mere meere . 
—— his alleageance to his Lord and Soveraigne, and by the com- 


por Fares far. mon charter of Gods children, from converfing with delight- 


bidd-,,Greenham, fall intimatenefle , and from the exchange and exerciſe of 
ve ts te thoſe ſpeciall paflages of deareſt acquaintance with profane 
very Phileſopter men, children of darkenefle, and encmics of God: for theſe 
mmmete! it in bi , n x 

ſence. There # ({aith and the like reaſons. 


fer. 1 Ga 1. Hee thereby incarres a double hazzard : The one of 
rel and commen, infetion with finne : The other,of infliion of puniſhment. 
yr rye re 1. Hee that toncheth Pitch, ſaith the wiſe man, fall bes 
axd enconxter: toe defiled therewith ; and hee that bath fellowſvip with a prond 
4 man, ſhall be like unto him. Can a man take fire in his boſome, 
tary conſents 2.Spe= and his clothes not be burnt *? Cana man goe npoy hot coales, 
pr} Pin. oog and bu: feete not be burnt ? Prov.6. 27, 28. Neither can any 
9, wercavercts familiarly and intimately converſe with a prophane man, 
nication, privity ut he ſhall be corrupted. 

Hema bowelſe with acveſarme/ſe to their yet, danger of infottin, liobleneſe ts tude, puniſh 
ment and ſhames 


There 
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There is a ſtrange attraRive, and imperious power in if 
company,to empoyſon & perverteventhe beſt diſpoſitions. 
1. By holding familiar correſpondence with lewd compa» 
nions, there firſt Reales upon a man a ſecret and inſenſible dif= 
like of bis former ſober courſes : He begins within himſelfe 


to cenſure, and reNUuae hic former waycs of innocency, and 
harmel: fle converſation ; as too reſtraining aud diftaftefull 


to theordinary liberty of youth, and common frailtie of fleſh 
and blood; andas too much diſ-(weetned,and traitned with 
anneceſlary ſtriAneſle and abridgement, 

2 Secondly, there lily infinuates into his heart a pleafin 
approbation, and delightfull aſſent to the ſenſuall courſes, an 
ſinfull pleaſures of his lewd companions. 

- 3, Thirdly, there followes a reſolved, and habituall 
change of affeRions and converſation, a transformation into 
the manners and conditions of thoſe with whom he doth fo 
familiarly converſe. 

4. Fourthly, he growes ill-affe&ed , and diſconceited to- 
wards good men => dly exerciſes, becauſe in their pro» 
phane, boy ſterous, and furious conventicles of good-fellows- 
ſhip, he heares them Gaily railed upon, jeſtedat, belyed, and 
flandered ; and not a man amongſt them to take their parts, 
and toſtand on Gods fide. And therefore by littleand little, 
he himſelfe is alſo transformed into a ſcoffing I&mael, a brea- 
thing-Divell, and fo becomes at laſt, as much the ehilde of 
hell, as any of that graceleſſe company and damned crew. 
Thus, and by ſuch ſteps and degrees as theſe, many , many 
times eſpecially in the Yarverſities , and Innes of Court , of 
geod nature, honeſt diſpoſition, and perhaps religious edu- 
cation , are by little andlittle caught and fearefully corrupted, 
and at length broughtto horrible and utter confuſion both of 
reputation and outward ſtate, both of ſoule and body , by 
the infeRious villanies of lewd and naughtie companions. 

But ordinarily Gods children arenot in ſuch danger from 
notorious ſinners, and from men of ſuch deſperate and repro- 
bate converſation. For who in his right wits willrun upon a 
man which he cleerly fees hath the plague» forerunningupon 

him ? 
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him ? What Chriſtian in his right minde ſpiritually, having 
any feare of God in his heart, life in his ſoule,or tenderneſle in 
his conſcience, wildelightfully thruſt himſelfe into the com- 
pany of ſwearers, drunkards, ſcorners, filthy talkers, pro 

phane jeſters, or any fellowes of ſuch infamous ranl-» © Clpe» 


cially ich the ſouleis a thouſang rims" wrvre capable of the 
contagion of Fnne, chin the body of any infeRious diſcaſe ; 


The hurt which the Chriſtian doth take in this regard, is 
molt from meerely civill men, asſuch as onely proteſle in 
forme ; who being more tolerable and plauſible compani- 
ons, and yet diſacquainted wichthe great Myſtery of God- 
linefle, unſeaſoned with the power of inward ſanRification, 
and unpraQtiſed in the wayes of fincerity, doe ſecretly and 
inſenſibly infuſe, if not a notorious infe&ion with ſome ſcan- 
dalous ſinne ; yet many times a fearcfull defeRion from zeale, 
forwardnefſe, and fervency in the wayes and ſervices of 
God. Throw a blazing fire-brand into the Snow, or raine, 
and its brightneſſe and heate will bee quickly put 'out and 
quenched : let a Chriſtian but for a while abandon his holy 
conference,and comfortable communion with Gods children, 
and plunge himſelfe into the company of thoſe who are but 
cold and careleſſe, lazy and luke-warme Profeſſors ; and hee 
ſhall in very ſhort time finde his zeale to be very mach coo- 
led, his forwardnefle abated;the tenderneſſe of his conſcience 
roo much qualified with worldly wiſe-dome ; much dulneſſe 
of heart, deadneſle of ſpirit, drowzineſſe, and heartleſneſſe 
in his affeRions to holy things, and an univerſall decay of 
his graces inſenfibly to grow upon him. 

In this reſpe&t many Chriſtians doe themſelves much 
wrong, and affli&their ſoules with many unneceſlary ſpiri- 
tuall miſeries. For they doe ſometimes unadviſcdly, by rea- 
fon of kindred, for old acquaintance, advantage, and carnall 
contentment, becauſeof the worldly wiſedome, immunity 
from groſle ſinnes, and other good parts of the parties, hold 
a too neerc, intimate, and delightful correſpondence with 
fuch as are but onely civill men, or Phariſcs at thebeſt, with 
whom ſpending molt of their time, and they wanting both 


heart 
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heart and skill to uphold any holy conferences, or to affoord 
any reciprocall or mutuall helpe , in the fecling paſſages of 
ſanRification, are occafionsto put Gods children ont of uſe 
and ure with the language of Canaan, from the embracement 
of many joyfall conſiderations,and exerciſe of thoſe comfor- 
table Mcditatious , and holy converſation above, which 
Chriſtian company would occaſionally and ſcaſonably pat 
into them, and keepe freſh and working in their minds ; and 
by conſequent, bereave them thereby of much zcale, com- 
fort , feelings of Gods favour , joyfull ſpringings of heart, 
boldneſle in their wayes,cheerefulneſle in the exerciſes of Re- 
ligion, and that comfortable fruition of other prerogatives 
of Chriſtianitie ; which many other of their brethren doe, 
and they, by rhe benefit of religious companions and delight- 
fall converfing with the Saints,might _ enjoy. 

Apprehend this paſſage aright : I ſay , a Chriſtian may be 
much worſened and weakened in his graces, by companying 
too much, and converſing delightfully with the meere civill 
man, or Whited Tombes : For he may ſpend with ſuch men 
whole weekes, nay , meneths and yeeres, and have not one 
word of ſanQtified diſcourſe, and holy talke miniſtredunto 
him, Scarcea word to be had from them of the Word of 
God, and way to heaven ; no conference of the ſecrets of 
SanRification, of perplexitics of conſcience, of their ever- 
laſting abode together in the Manſions of heaven, Motions 
that way would be very i1keſome and tedions unto them : 
ſuch talke would quickly beget filence, melancholy, ſadnefle, 
and a deſire to breake off company. Now the Chriſtian by 
this meanes, neither having his tongne exerciſed,nor his cares 
much acquainted with editying Chriſtian diſcourſe, growes 
negleRive of ſtoring his memory with holy things , unzea- 
lons, and cold in the apprehenſions of heaven, dull and heart» 
lefle to godly duties. 

If thus , what infeRtion R__ —_— and _ 
companions ? But above all , in this Point the fellowſhip © 
the Papiſt is moſt pernicious ; for by han a man is in danger 
both of having his underſtanding and jadgament eorupred 
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with hereſie; and his life and converſation infeted with i n- 
piety. There are two ſteps and paſſages , as it were, out of 
the ſtate of prophanzneſle, intathe Paradiſe of Chriſtianitie. 
1. Illuminationof the underitandrg with ſaving knowledge. 
3. SanAification of the heart ith fp:ciall grace. Now the 
' Papiſt labours to pervert and in1poy tun both. For common- 
ly you ſhall finde the Papiſt ro be {tigmatized, and branded 
with a double marke : Hee receives one immediately from 


upon him another ſpeciall marke, ſome notorious and ſcan» 
dalous finne in his cor,verſation ; as ſwearing, lying, uncleat- 
nefſe, the varſities of good-fcllowſhip, Sabbath-breaking, 


not produce ſancification ; and therefore you ſhall comman- 
ly finde every Papiſt tolye in ſome raigning finne ; howſoc- 
ver formall deyotion is the higheſt perfeRion attainable in 
that Antichriſtian ſtate. By Popiſh company then a man is in 
danger of corruption, both in his underſtanding, and conver- 
ſation: By the lewd , which yet make profefiion of Gods 
Truth, of infe&ion with notortewſneſſe in conditions : By 
meere civill honeſt men, and formall Profeſſors, of d:feaion 
from zeale, and forwardneſle at the leaſt, 

2. As the Chriſtian incurres by the company of prophane 
men,evident hazzard, either of infe&ion with their finnes, if 
they be notorious ; or defe&ion from zeale, and forward- 
neſſe, if they be ſomething more tollzrable and formall : fo 
he is every houre which he is in their company , withont a 
warrantable calling , and juſt diſpenſation out of the Word, 
and from a good conſcience, ingreat danger of being invol- 
ved within the flames of the juſt > ark , and inwrapt 
within the compaſſe of thoſe outward curſes and plagues 
which Gods indignation inkindles and inflits upon wicked 
men. All prophane men, being unreconciled to God, are eve- 
ry moment liable to all thoſe miſeries and fearefull judge» 
ments,which either man or diyell, any of Gods creatures, or 

his owne immediate hand can bring upon them : They are 


onely, reſpited and reſerved by Gods mercy , and Gfons 
cnny 


the Beaſt, a brand of Idolatry : And Satan commonly faſtens . 


or ſuch like. For we muſt know,that Antichriſtianiſme can» . 
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onely unto thoſe opportunities and ſeaſons, which ſceme beſt 
and fitteſt to bis holy W iſedome. Now, if when they light 
upon them ( as they may juſtly at any time ) any of Gods 
Children bee found amongſt them unwarrantably and de» 
lightfully, it is righteous with God, that he receive his por- 
tion amonglt thcu: «« that time , and be fearefully infolded 
within the fury of che greatelt to@yagpall vifiration. It is righ» 
tcous with God, that if hiszoxne&KHilde will needs bee un- 
warrantably familiar with his enemy , that hee alſo be parta- 
ker of any temporall plague, eſpecially with his enemy, even 
to the loſle ſometimes of his naturall life. Take then I beſeech 
you the holy counſell of the bleſſed Apoſtle , Eph 5.7. Bee 
» not therefore companions with them : And let this reaſon on 
you out of their companie ; Let no man deceive you(faith he) « ,,us mes wit 
with vaine * words : for, for ſuch things commeth the wrath of te ready to reply and 
God apen the children of diſobedience, [ For ſuch things ] to "= _ 
wit, fomication, uncleannefle, covetouſneſſe, filthinefle, foo of veine words,ther 
liſh talking, jeſting and ſuch like. Take hzeds therefore of g,.11h /o frictty 
converſing with the practiſers of theſe uncomely things. =cenſwed ond can 
2, Secondly, there muſt very ſhortly be an everlaſting ſe> ws, mt now and 
paration betweene the Chriſtian and prophane men : at the I I_Y a 
fartheſt, they muſt part upon their death-beds, ad never ſee Fi, contiem: and 
one anether againe unto the day of Indgemegt : and then *xrfre ith the 
they muſt ſhake hands for world without end.. For there is man deceive you, 
ſer betwixt them, by Gods immutable and- irrevocable Da» *© 
cree , a vaſt and immeaſurable gulfe, which ſtands as faſt and 
unremooveable, as God Almightie in his Throne of Maj -ſtie; 
ſo that they can never poſlibly meete. Berweene #4 and you, 1.uke 16.26 
ſaith Abraham to the rich man in hell, theres a great guife 
fixed, ſo that they which wonld paſſe from hence to you, cannot ; 
neither can they paſſe to us, that would come from thence. If it 
be ſo then, that after an inch of time, th:re muſt be betwixt 
them an endlefle divorce, and an unpaſſable diſtance through 
all eternitie ; it is beſt for the Chriſtian to begin this ſeparatt» 
on and diſacquaintance in time, and not to repoſe his ſpeciall 
love , the ſweeteſt and nobleſt of all his aff:Rions, upon an 
obje& where it muſt not eternally reſt, nor intimately _ 
| Veric 
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verſe with him, whoſe company he ſhall not have heercafter 
in heaven everlaſtingly. Let him ever onely affoord the dea- 
reſt pangs of his kindeſt affeFion unto Gods Children , and 
convey the ſweeteſt meltings of his heart, and the moſt paſſi- 
onate embracements of his ſoule into their boſomes *1-ne: for 
he ſhall bee ſureto meete them in heavo»3 «0d there thelefſer 
ſtreames of their forme. Chriitian love ſhall grow into a 
mighty torrent,and falling into the great and univerſall conflue 
ence of the united zeales and Seraphicall fervours of all the 
Saints and Angels, runne with a ſweete and everlaſting cur» 
rent, into the bottomleſſe and boundlefle Sea of all love and 
lovely excellencies,God himſclfe, bleed for ever. 

3, Thirdly, a good man converſing with thoſe which bee * 
gracelefle, doth very foully diſdaineand obſcure7 if not quite 
loſe his Chriſtian reputation and credit with good men ; for 
a man is ſtill reputed to bee of their hamour and conditions, 
with whom he dcth ordinarily and intimately converſe, e47 
fleſh, faith the Wiſe man, couſorteth according to kinde, and 4 
man will cleave to bus like, What fellowſhip hath the Wolfe with 
the Lambe ? ſothe finner with the godly. Now it is amoſt dif 
gracefull and diſcomfortable thing, to be juſtly caſt our of the 
conceits and good opinions of judicious and underſtanding 
Chriſtians. I would have a Chriftian never much trouble 
himſelfe, or labour with too much curioſitic and intruffon, 
too anxiouſly , vexingly, and ſoliciouſly to givethe world 
fatisfaQion, for the unjuſt cenſures, and diſconceites of wit- 
lefſe and worthleſſe prophaneneſſe ; (onely hee may thence 
take occaſion to examine his heart more narrowly , to walke 
more warily , tolive more holily, and pray more heartily.) 
Let prophane men rage , and ſwell, andburſt, in deſpight of 

|, I would have him ſweetly and calmely to enjoy thoſe 

leſſed comforts , which Gods compaſſionate hand hath pur 
into his heart. But me-thinkes, he ſhould much take to heart, 
and bee very ſorry for the juſt diſlike and diſconceitof true 
Chriſtians, or for any ſcandall taken upon goodground, from 
unadviſednefle and aberration in his carriage and converſati- 


on. As the Chriſtian then deſires --- nana” + 
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the godly, and tenders the preſervation of his good rame 
with good men; which i ako to be choſen then greater riches, 
Prov. 22. 1. then precions Ointment, Ecclel. 7, 1. and maketh 
the bones fat, Prov. 15.39-which indeed is the moſt inoſti- 
mable Tewell hee poſleſſeth in this life, next unto his owne 
Crowne of Chriſtianity : I fay, as hee would maintaine and 
uphold agood opinion and conceit ofhim, inthe hearts and 
conſciences of Chriſtians, let him flye the company of pro» 
phane men : for there is no reaſon he ſhould be reputed Gods 
friend, who converſes familiarly with his profeſt enemies. 
4. Noprophane man can heartily , and direaMly love, and 
aftet a Chriſtian for his zcale and ſpirituall graces ; nay, na- 
turally and ordinarily hee diſconceits and hates all hoſy im- 
preſſions , wrought upon him by Gods ſanRifying Spirit : 
1. Partly by reaſon of that everlaſting unreconcilcable,and 
implacable enmitie andantipathy betweene the ſecede of the 
woman, and the ſeed of the Serpent ; betweene light and 
darkenefle ; Chriſt and Belial; Grace and prophaneneſle : 
2. Partly alſo, becauſe every unregenerate man, though fure 
niſhed with the beſt perfe&ions and excdlencics attancable 
in that ſtate, thinkecs, that his lakewarmeneſſe, and formali- 
tic is cenſared and condemned by the zeale and forwardnefle 
of the true Chriſtian ; and that if thoſe gracious endowments 
and holy ſtrineſſe bee reall, and neceflarilyFequired, they 
plainely proclaime the damnableneſſe of his eſtate, which hce 
ſecurely repoſes upon, as ſafficient for ſalvation. David, a 
man after Gods owne heart, and of a ſweete andloving dif- 
poſition, yet was moſt heavily preſt and purſued with mach 
cauſel<flc ſpite, and this hatred even for his goodneſle : They 
that hate me without 4 cauſe, ſaith he, are more then the haires 
of my head : they that would deftroy mee, and are mine enemies 
falſely , are mighty ; /o that [ ar or that which I teoke not , 
Plal. 69. 4. And in another place ſaith hee, They that hate mee , 
wrong fully are many : they alſo that reward evill for good, are ded periequirur 
mine adverſaries, becauſe 1 follow * geodueſſe. Bat yetunder- 11m Fs pu 
ſtard this further m the point. The expre andexerci{e of ou 4d malum, 
this hatced of the formardnede and zeale in the Chriſtian, - aw 
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which naturally and ordinarily lurkes - _ -_ eng 

ophane man, may bee ſometimes reltra1 r advantage, 
altpaticy; by accident, and for by reſpe&ts. The ſting 
and furie of it may bee weakened, andicfſenedby the ingenu. 
enſneſle of the unregenerate man, or by other good naturall 
and morrall parts in the Chriſtian. Nay, I doe not fee, but 
that ſometimes it may bee, as it were, quite daſhr, and con- 
founded by the extraordinary innocency , and heroicall 
height of ſpirituall excellencies in a good man : As Moraliſts 
fay of vertue, that though it bee ordinarily attended by cnvie, 
as the body witha ſhadow , yet it may grow ſo incompara- 
ble and glorious, that envic is gladto hide its head, and flic 
away like a weake miſt from the Sun ſhining in his ſtrength. 
Aſſoone as vertue, ſay they, is growne out of ignorance,ſhce 
entreth by and by into envie, till mounting aloft, as the Sunne 
keg verticall abateth all ſhadowes ; ſo ſhee in the top, and 


r of perfeRion, all envie. Why may it not beſo in zeale 
and pietie , that though it be ordinarily perſecnted with ex- 
treme hatred ; yet ſometimes it may attaine that extraordi- 
narineſſe, incomparablenefſe and excellency , that hatred may 
even hate it ſelfe, for oppoſing ſuch unreprooveable ſanRitic? 
But to my purpoſe : If it beſo , thata prophane man cannot 
pofibly love a Chriſtian heartily for his Chriſtianity and 
Grace, but rather maliciouſly and mortally hate him ; what 
heart can a Chriſtian have to converſe intimately and dilight- 
fully with aprophane man > Who would ever vouchſafe his 
company, and afford the beſt of his time, and deareſt of his 
affeRions, to a fellow, which diſdaines and diſpiſes the moſt 
precious Iewell hee beares about him, I meane his religious 
zeale ; and labours powerfully, though mſcnſibly, to dimme 
the brightneſſe, and diſtaine the glory of it ; either by the 
contagion of his notoriouſneſſe, or at leaſt, by his fermalitic, 
— mg | 

5. Fiftly, no Chriſtian t to enter league, or entertaine 
fellowſhip with the enemies of God, Its abfurd, that a 
member of Chrift ſhould exerciſe familiarity , and intimate 
pallages of love with a limbe of Satan. What carthly Prince 
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ry conld endure with patience, to have one of his neereſt ſer- 
Pe, vants, and of chicfeſt truſt , to bee converſant continually 
ng mongl(t profeſt Rebels, and open Traitars to his Crowneaud 
W- dignity; or to converſe intimately with his deadlieſt enemies? 
rall Would any great Man in the State , retaine any asa ſpeciall 
Jut Favorite, who ſhould bee inward with his greateſt counter- 
MN- faioniſt ? What ingenuous child would delightfully digeſt 
all that company, wherein hee ſhould heare his father in a foule 
ts and ſhamefull manner diſgraced and railed upon ? How then 
ie, ſhonld Almighty God hold him his friend, who is familiar 
ra- with ſtrangers to the life of God, and enemies to his Grace ? 
lic How can that man looke for the prerogarives,and proteRi- 
th. ons of achilde of God, who haunts ſuch company with de- 
1ce light, where hee hcares daily bis Almighty Father foulely , 
ne and ſhamefully diſhonoured, perhaps, with oathes and blaſ- 
nd phemies, with obſcenities and raylings ; atleaſt, with many '2 
ale idle and prophane ſpeeches ? 
ex 6. Sixtly , converfing with prophane men, doth crofle 
di- and overthrow a common Chriſtian dutie which is this ; Is 
"ay all companies, either doe goed, or take good, or both. For inthis 
ic> caſe, the Chriſtian both rakes hurt, and doth hurt : hee hurts, 
10t 1. himſclfe, becauſe he throwes himſelfe upon temptation, 
and and hazard of being infeRted withnotoriou WR COM- 
hat panions bee very lewd, and prophane ; or at leaft, with for- 
he- mality and coldneſle ; if they bee but only civilly honeſt, or 
his formall profeſſors. 2. He hnrts alſo others : 1, Hee hardens 
his his companions in their nnregenerate courſes , becauſe they 
oft thinke, hee would not ſo familiarly converſe with them, ex- 
ous cept hee were well conceited of their ſpirituall ſtate ; and ſo 
me they reſt with ſecurity and confidence in their & 
the on. 2. He is a ſtumbling blocke to the weake Chriſtian, who 
tic, by looking upon his example , may bee led awry from the 
{traighe path of his profeſſion, andby taking thereupon liber= 
line tic of imitation , may have his young ings of Grace 
ta choaked and ſmothered by the delightfull vanities of good 
1XC tellowſhip, in the preſſe of prophane company. $. Hee 


grieves alſo ſtrong and COT 3" TIEN, uy 
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fo farre forget himſelfe,and diſgrace his profeſſion,as to con- 
verſe with the enemies of God, andby his pratiſe to per- 
{wade the world, that the baſe fooleries of good fellowthip, 
are more ſweet and taſtefull, then the glorious pleaſures of 
the communion of Saints. 

7. There is another reaſov, which though it bee not very 
obvious to mens apprehenſions,or much taken notice of ; yer 
in my underſtanding, it ſhould be very powerfull, and of ve- 
ry great weight, to drive Chriſtians out of the company of 
unregenerate men, and to reſtraine them from a familiar and 
delightfull correſpondence, and converſing with them ( ex- 
cept they have a warrantable Calling, and the teſtimonie of 
their conſciences to converſe with them for their converſion 
and ſpirituallgood ) It is this: when an unregenerate man 
obſcrves, thata Chriſtianprefleth into his company , deſires 
to ſpendtime with him, and is well enough contentto exe 
change mutually many offices of intimate kindneſle ; hee 
preſently conceives and concludes , that ſure hee ſees in him 
matter worthy of Chriſtian company, and endowments ſufe 
ficient to ranke him aniong(t the Saints ; elſe hee could net 
take ſuch contentment in his conditions and converſation. 
W hercupon hee is fearefally hardned in his preſent courſes, 
and ſettles with reſolution, confidence, and ſecurity upon the 
_—_— deceltfulneſſe of his unregenerate ſtate; and thinks 

imſelfe well , that hee may both enjoy the pleaſures of the 
preſent, and alſo a good teſtimony and hope of hisrightneſſe 
wm the way to Heaven; becauſe it is well knowne and ace 
knowledged, that his companion both knowes, and walkes 
in the right path, And (ith he hath one to take part, he takes 
it not much to hcart , that other Chriltians are more unfami» 
liar, and ſtrange unto him ; for hee imputes it onely to their 
ſowreneſſe and unſociableneſſe. Afuredly there are many 
Chriſtians very faulty this way , and have very much to ar- 
ſwer for inthis kinde, They familiarly converſe with unre- 
nm men ; andbecauſe they would not diſpleaſe and bee 

iſtaſtcfull, they ſay nothing unto them of the curſcdaeſi2 of 
their condition towards God,and of the fearetalnckeot their 


caſe, 
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caſe, in reſpeR of falyation. Herenpontheygrow inito-weons 
ccit, that they are well- conceited of their. tpirituall ſtate; 
and ſo walke farre more refolutely and confidently rowerds 
Hell, by reaſon of their ſocicty and filence of their Chriſtiari * 
companions. I thinke verily, tharprophane mendoenovt one« 
ly ſometimes defire the company of Chriftians; to win rept» 
tation fromthe better ſort, and to guild over the rottennefſe 
of their converſation with ſome little tintare, and leffer 
ſplendour refledd from the glory of their Chriſtianity;bat 
alſo to purchaſe ſome counterfeit comfort to their cofiſcien- 
ces, and falſe hope unto their hearts, that their caſe is the bet- I 
ter towards Gods,becaufe Gods children vonchſafe to keepe 
company, and converſe more fammiliarly with them. 

8. But above all for this purpoſe peruſe often,andponder 
well, 1. The ctf:Qtuall prohibitions in Gods Booke t' 3. the 
proteſtations and practiſe of the Saints.” ' 3, and puniſhments 
inflicted for familiarity with the ungodly, For thelaſt, ſee 
2 Chron.19.3. and® 20.37. Forthe ſecond', ſee P/al.26:4, , Hine aifcimus 
; s. Jeremiah 15.17. 2 King, 3.14.''For the firſt, ſee 1 Cop, periculoſam eſe 
l 5. 11. Epheſ. 5.11. Prov. 14.7. 2 Theſ. 3.6, whereheeſo- janficntin, ideo- 
lemnely command: thera in the Name of onv Lerd Teſin Cbriff, que fugienda far- 


k that they withdraw themſelves from every brother that walkes (cars rep 
c mordanately, &+c, Hee aymes ſpecially! in thagy place at idle 1's, £447, min 
$ perſons ; by conſequent then , and good proportion, a 

e more notorious felloweg.' If wee muſt withdraw onr ſelves 

e from thoſe, whohave leafure to bee for all companies, at all © 

'. times, nponall occaſions, and are therefore accounted the 

'S onely companions: how fa{t muſt we ranne from lyars,ſwea- 

'S rers, whoremongers , drunkards, corners; #vellers, and 

i= fcilowesof fach infamous rank? Prov. 4.14. where iteration 

ir of the ſame ſence in variety of phraſe, argues the neceſſity of 

y thedurty and earneſtneſſe of the Divine Penman to perſwade; 

N= Enter not, ſaith he, into the path of the wicktd ; and goe not 

G- in the way of evill men, Awvoide it, paſſe by it, rurne from it, 

ce and paſſe away, Deepe apprehenfiveneſſe of the excellency 

of and worth of the matter, or extraordinary fervency to im- 

cr prefle and perfwade the point, doth maty' times 'm Scrip» 

le, * & 2 we 
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ture dothe the ſame thing with divers formes of ſpeech, and 
variety of phraſe, 

2, Now inaſecond place ; If thon defireſt to converſe 
with ſome of thine unconverted kindred; friends, neighbors, 
old acquaintance, &c. for their {pirituall good, obſerve theſe 
three rules: 1, Let there bee good probabilicie, proportio- 
nably, of morepower of grace, knowledge, ſanQification, 
{pirituall wiſedome, Chriſtian refolurion, &c. in thee to con- 
vert them, thenpoyſon of unregenerare Rubbornneſſe, ſen- 
fuall malice, finfull wit, worldly wiſedome, Saranicall ſos 
pluſtry in them, to pervert thee. 2, See that thy heart bee 
lincere, and that in the ſingleneſſe thereof, thou ſeeke traety 
their converſion,and not thine owne ſecret contentment 3 for 
1n'this point,thine owne heart will be readyTto deceive thee. 
Thou mayeſt cfferthy ſelfe into ſuch company, with pretence 
and purpoſe to {ollicit them for (alyation, & toprevaile with 
them abuutthe beſt things ; and yetbefore thou bee aware, 
bee plunged and infnared in the woonted unwarrantable dee 
lights of good fellowſhip, pleaſant paſtagesof wit, idle and 
unpertinent follies and farmuliarities, which thou waſlt accuſtos 
med to exchange and enjoy with them in thy unregenerate 
time, So that in ſtead of thediſcharge of a Chriſtian duty, 
thou maycſt hoth hart thy ſelfe, and harden them. 3. As 
Phyſicians of The body arme and animate themſelves with 
ſtrong repercuſſives ; preſervatives, and counter-poyſons, 
when they valit contagious and peltilentiall patients : ſo in 
ſuch caſes, bethou ſure to farniſh and fortific thy ſelfe be- 
forc- hand with prayer, meditation, the ſword of the Spirit, 
ſore of perſwaſive matter, ſtrength of reaſons, and uwoſhaken 
refolution, to repell and beate backe all noyſome infinuations 
of ſpirituall infetion, 

3. Into Chriſtian company, which thou ſhouldeſt prize 
thine onely Paradileand Heaven upon Earth;the very flowre 

- and fcftivall of all thy refreſhing time in this vale of teares, 
evcr bring. 3; A cheeretultaodlightfome heart. Me-thinkes, 
though thou-ſhouldeſtcome amongſt the Saints with a (ad 

beat, and lomething over-caſt with milts and clouds of 
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re there , with incomparable joy behold for ever , clothed and 
rs, Shining with cminencicand eternirie of glory, ſhould diſperſe 
fe and diſpell them all , and infuſe comfortable eames of hea- 
"I venly lightfomneſſe and (piritnall mirth, I know them, who 
n; being caſt ſometimes full ſore againſt their wils , a 


_s profane company, are quite out of their elementall the while, 
ſtrucke dead in the place , as they fay , as folitary as inthe 
filenteſt deſert. Bug lee them come amongſt Chriſtians ,. and 4 
they are quite other men , as full of lightſomeneſle and life, 
ay as full of. hart and Heaven, as if rthey had the one foote 
; 12 the Porch of Paradiſe already. Sadnefle is not ſeaſonable, 
where ſuch precepts as theſe have place; Be glad inthe Lord, 
and rejoyee, yee righteous , and ſbont for joy, all ye that are up- 
th right in beart, 2, Aiftuitfull heart, full asthe Moone with 
gracious matter to uphold edifying conference , and fanRitt- 


wa cd talke, Being forward and free without any hurtfull baſh« 
ad fulncſle, or vaine-glorious aime, both to communicate tg 0» 
_ thers the hidden ereaſures of heavenly knowledge, ' which 
uh thou haſt happily digged out of the precious quarry, as it 
y were of the great myltery of Grace, and alſo by mooving 
As of queſtions,and miniſtring occalion. mutually,go draw from 
th them with an holy greedineſle the waters of Ie, fara reci- 
; procall refreſhing and -quickning of the deadnefle and unhea» 
b venlineſle of thine owne heart. And' here it will bee a pro- 
wry fitable wiſedome, to take notice of, and obſerve each others 
5s ſingularitie of gifts, and ſeverall endowments, and thereat- 
- ter with wiſe inlinuations, to provoke and preſſe them , to 
" powre out themſelves in thoſe things, wherein they have 
beſt experience and molt excellencie. Some are more dex» 
*_ terous and skilfull in diſcuſſing controverſed points : others 
_ in reſolving caſes of conſcience; fome , in diſcovering the 
_ Devils depths, and treading the Maze of his manifold temp- 
_ cations: others, in comforting afflicted fpirits, and ſpeaki 
a4 to the heart of mourners in Zion, &c, I am periw 
of many times , many worthy diſcourſes lic buried in thebreſts 
vi + Ri of 


General diref@ions for a 


—_—_—{ ITO nn Lt. A. tr th, a_—. +————— 
. = — -- 


—__— 


of underſtanding men, by reaſon of the finfull Glence,! thinke 
I may ſay ſo,and! barrenneſſe of thoſe abour them. And there- 
fore Chriſhans ought to bee more forth-patting, aRive, and 
fraitefull this way. 3. An humble heart, ready and rejoy- 
cing to exchange and enjoy common comforts, ſoule-{cerets, 
heavenly conſultations, with the pooreſt and moſt negle&ed 
Chriſtian, If thou bee hannted wich the white Devill of 
ſpiritvall pride, it is likely thou wile bee either roo pro- 
digall 2nd profuſe, and {o ingrofle all the talke, which is 
ſometimes incident to new converts 6r- counterfeits ;; or elle 
too reſerved and curious, and(o fay no more then may: ſerve 
to breed an applauſe and admiration of thy worth ; which is 
a very filthy and fearefuill fanle. There isno depth of know. 
ledge, no height of zeale, no meaſure of Grace; but may 
bee farther inlarged, more inflamed, bleſſedly cnereafed by 
conference with the p-1oreſt Faithfull Chriſtſan: See Roma T, 
72. «nd 15. 24. how Paxl, that great learned and divine- 
ly inſpired Door of the Gentiles, ſtood aff:ed in this 
ne, 
"V. But abovcall, be moſt bafie with thy heart : for it is 
the roote that either ' empoyſons or enſweetens all the reſt + 
that is the fountaine, which cauſes all the ſtreames of thy dee 
fires, purpoſggy affeRions, ſpeeches, and the whole currene 
of thy com'Muion, torumne either muddy or cleere. Ply 
therefore amongſt others, theſe three points of- ſpecial and 
precious conſequence for the preſent purpoſe, with all ſeri- 
ouſneſle and zeale, 
1. Captivation and conformity of the thoughts and ima- 
- ginations of thy hearr, ro the ſoveraignty and rules of grace. 
If thy change in words, ations, =. all outward carriage 
were Angelicall ; yetif thy thoughts were the ſame, and un- 
fanctified ill, thou wert ſtill alimbe of Satan. Purity in the 
inward parts, is the moſt ſoundandundeceiving evidence of 
cur portion and intereſt in the power and purity of Chriſts 
ſaving Paſſion and fanQifying blood-ſhed : See Zeve, 4. 14. 
Tai. 55.7. Now, that thou mayelt rhe better eonquer and 
keepethe thoughts of thy heart in ſubjeRtion and obedience 


anto 


PSA PHSsCn@C=CXGESc coco. . 


comforrable walking with God. 


—A te. = m—___A. Le 
| _— - 


unto Chriſt,be perſwaded and acknowledge 1. The peſtilen« 
cie of that wicked Proverbe, Thoughts are free, It istrue,the 
immediate inviſible productions and projects of the heare, 
lie not within the walke of bumane Tuſtice, neither arc liable 
to the cenſure of earthly Courrs and Conſiſtories, But there 
19an All-ſeeing and Omniſcierr Eye in Heaven , to which, 
the blackeſt Mid night is as the brighteſt Noone-tide , Þ/a/. 
139. 12. Which ſees ow ſecreref® thoughts afavre off, verſe 2. 
wad ſet; then in the light of hi» conntenance, P/al. go, 8, Hence 
it is that many humble ſoules, ſenſible of their ſecrer proyos 
king the glory of Gods pure Eye, are moregrieved ( ſetting 
aſide the ill of «<xampleand fcandall, ordinary att r* up- 
on open and viſible miſcarriages ) for the rebelliouſnefl* of 
their thoughts, then the exorbitaney of their ations, © For 
the ſting of theſe is ſomething caſed and leſſened, as they 
thinke, by th- abſence of Aypocriſie, andbecauſe the world 
ſees the worſt. But concerning the other, it cuts them to 
the very heart, that they are nor as well able to preſerve 
their jaward parts in puritie toward the All-ſearching Eye of 
that God, who ftrexched foorth the heavens, and laid the 
fornaation: of the earth; as their words and ations in plau« 
ſiblenefſe towards man , who ſhall die , and the ſonne of man, 
which ſhall bee made a« graſſe. Whereas the naturall - 
man is woonttoler his heart runne riot andome mto 
a world of idle imaginatioos, without remorſe or reſtraint; 
doe thou make thy ſanRification fure unto thy ſelfe, by 
this infallible figne , Thar thou ſuffereſt the conſideration of 
Gods All-ſecing Eye, the curbe of thelaſt Commandement, 
and checke of a tender conſcience, to range thy thoughts into 
order , to confine and keepe them wirhin a holy compaſſe 
from their vaine and impertinent vagaries. 2. That thou muſt 
be accountable and anſwerable for every. wandring thought, 
as well as for idle words and wicked ations. Now confider 
whatrtmberlefſe ſwarmes of imaginations paſſe the Forge 
of thy phantafie every day ; and therefore, if thou be not cx» 
traordinarily and exattly _ and cye-fnll over thy heart, 
thou mayelt jaitly feare , thatupon the opening and illight- 
ning 
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ning of the booke of thy conſcience, at thoſe two dreadfull 
dayes, of Death, and the laſt Indgement, innumerable ar- 
mies of exorbitant thoughts,which have lyen in ambuſh as it 
were,in the ſecret corners of thy deceitfull heart, will charge 
upon thee with a farre heavier account then perhaps thou 
art aware of, or halt ſeriouſly thought apon heretofore. 
3- That Gods glory muſt aſwell ſhine in thy thoughts , in 
the inviſible workings, intentions, deſires, and elevations of 
the heart ; as thine outward converſation, As God exats 
and expe honour and ſervice from his Children, in words 
and workes ; ſo there is alſo a Thought-ſervice, a Thought+ 
worſhip, that I may ſo callit, which is very pleaſing and pre- 
cious in his eyes, as ſpringing more immediately from the 
heart, wherein he principally delights ; and becanſe the ſe- 
crecie of it isattended with more ſincerity. Remember rhere- 
fore to render with all reverence and zealeunto the Father 
of Spirits, and Lord of thy ſoule, the daily tribute of thy 
Thought-ſervice, as well as the Tongue-ſervice and Hand- 
ſervice. And the rather and more plentifully : 1. Becauſe 
opportunitics , abilities, and meancs may faile for outward 
performances, but the heart is ever atleiſure andlibertic to 
thinke nobly. No times, no tyrants, no wants or reſtraint, 
can hind<rit frqe an inviſible fruition of Gods owne Selte, 
with thoughtzaf ſweeteſt rapture and reverence,of love,and 
lowlieſt adoration ; from bathing  ſelfe in the meritorious 
Blocd of the Immaculate Lambe , with thoughts of inex- 
plicable peace, joy, andtriumph ; from cleaving to the pro» 
miſes of life, and diving into the Myſteric of Grace with 
extraordinary dearenefſe,pureſt delight, and viorious faith; 
from being as a mountaine of Myrrh and Incenſe, ſendin 

up a ſpirituall Sacrifice of praiſcefull thoughts , infinitely * 
miring and magnifying the glory and goodnefle of that 
mercitull Hand , which writ thy name with the golden Cha- 
raters of his endlefſe love, in the Booke of Life from all be- 
ginnings ; ſuffered the deareſt and warmeſt Blood in His 
Sonnes Heart to be ſpilt as water upon the ground , for the 
waſhing of thy body and ſoule from ſinne ; and after a hen 

O 


N . 
We Y 


— _— 


-— — — —o 


comfortable wathing with God. 


g1 


of time, will ſeta Crowne of Eternity upon thy head, come 
poſedall of comfort, reſt, and peace, joyes, pleaſures, and fe- 
licities, &c. And alſo becauſe, beſides Gods more ſpeciallac- 
cepration, and more certaine ſincerity of this inward inviſible 
ſervice ; it is ordinarily full of more ſpiritualnefle, intention, 
and life, by reaſon that it is,neere(t and moſt immediateto the 
obj:R of Adoration. The beſt man, though hee may labour 
to doc his beſt every way, yet hee ſhall finde a difference 
ard degrees in his ability to diſcharge, and the executions of 
his Duties, Devotions}, and ſervices towards God. His 
workes doe not ever anſwer with that exaftneſſe to his 
words: His words cannot expreſle ſoto the life,the thoughts 
of his heart : The thoughes of his heart come infinitly ſhort 
ok the excellency of God, Thoſe ſtreames which art next to 
the well head, are Rropgeſt and pureſt: The thoughts of a 
ſanRified heart, laying hold upon, with immediate appres 
henſion and neere(t imbracements, that moſt amiable, holy, 
and glorious Object, God himſelte, bleſſed for ever, and his 
ſweeteſt Attributes, give Him His dne and reverent Attribu» 
tions, with more heartineſle, life, and heavenlinefſe, then his 
words or Actions are woont; though all a mans beſt and ut- 
moſt, in thought, word, and deed, fals too fearefully ſhore 
of that which we owe and ovght to doe, 

2: A continuall excabation and narrow Mechfn guard 
over thy heart, It is like a City, lyable every moment both 
to inward commotion and outward aſſault. The fountaine 
of Origirall impurity, though ir mayne ſtreame and blooe 
dy iflue bee ſtayed, and in ſome good meaſure ſtopt,' by the 
fanRifying power of Chriſts ſaving blood : yet it doth ill 
(eſſe or more bubble up rebellioufly. The world doth labour 
continually with her three great battering Engines, of Plea- 
ſures, Riches, and Honours, to lay it waſte, and rob it of all 
heavenly treaſures. The Devill watches every opportunity 
to hurle in his fiery darts, to caſt all into combuſtion, and 
thereby further to envenome and iinrage the already too 
much impoyſoned viciouſnefle and impetuonſneſſe of our 
corrupt nature. Precious therefore, and worthy all pratife, 

is 
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is that Precept of Salomon : K cepe thy beart above all keeping, 
Prov.4-23- which thou mayeſt doe with more ſuccefſe and 
comfort:if firſt thou watch over the windowes of thy ſoule, 
the ſences, asthe Worthies of old were woont with extra» 
ordinary ward ; Sce /eb 31.1. P/al.119. 37. Its incredivle 
what a deale of pollution and ill the Devill conveys mfenfi- 
bly through theſe Flood-gates of finn?, into their boſomes 
who are carclefle and watchlefſe this way. To inſtance in the 
earcandeye ; What balles of Wild-fire, as it were, doth ma- 
ny an obſceneand filthy rongue ſet on fire of hell, throw tho. 
row their cares into mens hearts, with rotten andribald talke, 
which after begers within, worlds of fpeculative wanton 
neſſe, and Alames of Luſt? Many falſe reports drop from the 
ſlanderers mouth into the care, which after in the heart be« 
comes the curſed ſeed of heart-burning, ſpire, and menrall 
murder at the leaſt. And ſuch wicked weeds cannot but frue 
Qifie very rankely in ſacha naturally (infull ſoile. A Tale- 
bearer tels thee, that ſuch anone ſaid of thee ſo and fo, when 
as in truth it was neither ſonor ſo. Thou preſently theres 
upon conceiveſt thoughts of unkindneſle, difpleaſare, and it 
may be, of rage, againſt that man that never thought thee ill. 
Heere thou ſpilleſt innocent blood for thy heart may kill, as 
well as thy topgye and hand. Ir is fit therefore for every ho- 
neſt face to Sick and. fill it ſelfe with frownes of diſtaſte 
and indignation at the approach of any Talc-teller. <A the 
North winde driveth away raine, ſo doth an angry camntenance 
a backe-buing tongue, Proverbes 25.23. Concerning the Eye, 
Dawids woetull example may warne the holieſt men to the 
worlds end, to bee very watchfullwitha moſt reſtlefle and 
eyc-full jcalouſte over that wandring fence. Anidle glance 
upon Bathſoeba, was like athceeviſh boy thruſt in at a rich 
mans window, which letsin a number of villanous deſpe- 
rate Cut-throates, to ranſacke and robbe the houſe ; it be- 
ig not reſiſted at the firſt, drew after it ſuch a blacke and 
bloody traine that robbed his royall heart of much heaven- 
ly wealth , a8d wounded his ſoule as deepely and dangee 
roully, as perhaps any of Gods ſeryants ever ſince. 2. m_ 
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and cruſh every exorbitant thought, which drawes to finne 
at the very firſt « riſing. Encounter it with this dreadtull Di- 2 82 amen wife 
lemma : Say unto thy ſelfe ; If I commit ths (inane, / it will c;ercaranmus to- 
colt mee unvaluably more heart-breake and ſpirituall ſmart, bird ſemper per: 
before I can purchaſe aſſurance of pardon and peace.of cone dilcernere cogits- 
ſcience,then the fenſuall pleaſure is worth : If Lnever repent, taacs ny Fad 
it will be the death and damnationof my foule, Sec what A tum vel probare, 
world of miſery man brings upon himſelfe , by giving way —> - pf 
to the firſt wicked thought, Ds/c. of true happmeſſe, pag.1 50. vel bonas cognta- 
3. Entertaine ever with all holy greedineſſe,and make excees gt, — 
dingly much of all good motions pur into thy heartby the mala. Ang. E- 
blefled Spirit howlocver occaſiened, whether by the Mi. 
niſtery of the Word, mindefulneſſ: of death , Chriſtian ad- 
monition, reading ſome good Booke, ſome ſpeciall crofle, 
extraordinary mercy, any way, at any time, Feede, enlarge, 
and mproove them to theutmoſt, with Mcditation, Prayer, 
and Praiſe. So thou ſhalt preſerve thine heart in a ſoft holy 
comfortable temper ,. and heaven-ward , which 1s a ſingular 
happineſl:, 

3. Elevation, and often hifting up of the heart towards 
heaven, What Chriſtian heart can endure to diſcontinue its 
ſweet familiaritic and humble entercourſe with God for 
one day ? Let thy broken heart thereforeevery day, beſides 
ſolemne and ordinary cjaculations , Evening and Morning, 
and upon other ſpeciall occaſions, be ſure, tr. To bathe it 
ſelfe deliciouſly in the bliſſefull depths of Gods boundleſle 
mercies in Chriſt, that it may bee happily kept ſpiritually 
merry , thankefull, and in heart to all holy dutics. z. To 
kifle ſweetly the glorified Body of our crucified Lord, with 
the lips of infinitely deareſt, and unexpreſiably affeRionate 
love; though the diſtance be great, yet the hand of Faith 
will bring them caſily together ; that it may be preſerved 
in peace, puritic, and revengefull oppoſition unto finne ; for 
as the application of his mericorious Bleod is a ſoveraigne 
Plaiſter to heale the wounded conſcience , to turne Crimfin 
and Scarlet into ſnow and wool! ; ſo me-thinkes a ſerious 
and compallionate gommemoration of the deare effuſion 
©", FRe_ 
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thereof, ſhould bee both a precious corroſive to eate out the 
heart of corruption, and a fpeciall preſervative to kee 
from finne ; fith finne was the principal in laughtering the 
Lord of life. 3+ To caſt the eye of hope upon the glory, 
everlaſtingneſſe, and unutterable excellencies of that im- 
mortall ſhining Crowne above; which after this life ( and 
this life is but a bubble, a ſmoake, a ſhadow, a thought ) ſhall 
be ſet npon thy head by the hand of God: avery glimpſe of 
the goodly ſplendour and raviſhing beauty whereof, is able 
both to {weeten the bittereſt villanies and baſeſt s 
from the world and wicked men ; and to diſpell thoſe miſts 
of fading vanities and hurtfull fumes of honours, riches and 
earthly pleaſures, which this great dung-hill of the World, 
heated by the fire of inordinate luſts, is woont to evaporate 
and interpoſe betwixt the ſight of mens ſoules and the bliſſe 
of Heaven, 

VI. Bee very watchfull over thy moſt | —_—— and 
troubleſome paſſion ; whether it bee feare, ſorrow, love, an- 
ger, &c. All ofthem are unrulely and raging enough, but yet 
commonly one over-rules all thereſt, and playes Rex ( as 
they ſay) in the unregenerate man ; nay , too often offers to 
riſe in rebellion even againſt the moſt ſanified fonle. 

Whatſoeyer it be, 1. In thy private morning (acrifice, bee 
ſare to-lay on loade of deepeſt groanes and ſtrongeſt cryes 
for mortifying grace againſt it, and comfortable conqueſt 
over it, Let the period and paſſage of thy prayers bee infor- 
ced and enlarged with an extraordinaric pang of fervencie, 
and feelingly ſealed, as it were, with the moſt Seraphicall 
Selah, 32. Cut off all occaſions, whatſoever it coſt thee, 
which may any wayes ſtirre, awaken and kindle it. Withe 
draw the fewell that miniſters foode unto that paſſionate 
flame , though it ſhould bee as painefull unto rhee , as the 
p——_ out of the right eye, or the cutting off of thy right 

. Aſfaredly, the pleaſures of inward quict, and ſweete 
ſpirituall calmneſſe of thy ſo undiſtempered Soule, will infl- 
nitely recompence any paines in itions and reſiſtance 
in that nature, 3. Conſider ſeriouſly beforchand, _ a 

c 


mm a «<a Xc .. 


_FY FP REBPpPDY AE ff. EY, bow, han, hd 


TR ——— 


comfortable walking with God. 


9” 


deale of yenrrungd ra m— oy viſible exorbi- 
and ing of it out, will bre bring upon t 
[nn ror Ie bes ken dead Fe bra bone SFr, 
oyntment, diſgrace all thy graces, and full foulely darken the 
lory of thy profeſſion, It will bee like fire in the Thatch,and 
or the while caſt into combuſtion, as it were , the whole 
frame of thy ſpirituall building, and turne the heavenly peace 
of thy appeaſed conſcience, into a bitter Tell mee 
whether after a lawlefſe tranſgreſſion of thoſe of mo- 
deration, to which thy Chriſtian reſolution hath confinde it ; 
and that it hath prevailed againſt thee with any notorious ex- 
ceſſe ; I fay, whether at night thou findenot thy ſpiritquite 
downe and mach deaded to the exerciſe of prayer, or any 0» 
ther evening duty ? And if upon thy waking inthenight, 
there ſhonld bee any terrible winde, dreadfull thunder, or 0» 
ther affrighting accident, whether thy heart would not ſmite 
thee upen that occaſion, with much more dre and apprehen» 
wil oppoſe hy her rebelling pafſion(f 

I will ſuppoſe,thy raigning,or rat ingpaſlion(for 
I ſp:aketo the Chriſtian) to be chollerand anger : and 
firlt liſten to the counſell which the very morall Sages mini- 
ſter againſt this ſpirituallmaladie , and to the rules and remes» 
dies which the light ef reaſon leades ns unto, 

1. Cat off (fay they )the cauſes,and thecffeR will vaniſh; 
Quench the firebrands which cnrage this fury, and thou ſhale 
be at quiet: arc ſuch as theſe : 

1+ Weakenefle of ſpirit, unmanlineſle of minde. Hence 
it is that old men, infants, and ficke folkes are 
more cholericke then others. Impotency and exceſſe of pal- 
ſion ever argues the diſgrace and inferiority of the 
ſtanding part, the fiobleſt power of the ſoule. And therefore 
if wee would bee armed againſt the fallies andaſiuuts of this 
domineering ging wee muſt ſuffer the hieſt and 
heavenlieſt part of our ſoule to know and exerciſe its place 
and trength, W ce muſt not make our underſtanding undet» 
lings, but give reaſon his right and regiment. | 

2, Selfc-love, a fooliſh doting uponapd adoring our ſelves, 
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which ſprings from the curſed root of Selfe-ignorance, and 
quire puts out that light of Natures law in our contciences ; 
D oe 45 thaw wouldſt be dene by. If before thou loofe the reines 
to that ſhort phrenſie,thou wouldeſt ſuppoſe and (et thy 1elfe 
in theplace of the party , with whom: thou art angry ; and 
then fay and doe no more then if thine owne perſon were 
the patient, it would be a notable meanes to carbsthy choler, 
and keepe the credit of dipaſſionateneffe and moderation, 
and make thee patiently ſuffer that which perhaps thou haſt 
cften confidently offered to others. 

3- An overtendernefle and delicate niceneſle in bearing 
wrongs: an impetuous impatiencie for being abated: ( Wher- 


Immenſe virturis as inſenfibilitie and contempt would better become a great 


elt, not {-ntire te 


efle percuſſum, 


ſpirit : ) an effeminate facilitie to be mooved and toucht 
with cvery trifle. A ſpot or wrinkle upon their garment, a 
diſh miſ-placed upon their table, ſome error in their dreffing; 
« Bird, a Dogge, a Glaſle, &c, or ſome lefler toy will tarne 
ſome kinde of people quite out of tune, and pat them our 
of their humour, into a pelting chafe, as they ſay. Great 
mindes and victorious over this furious Arch-Rebell, are 
not moved but with great matters. / It is a ſpeciall point of 
manly wiſedome , to pafle by many petty provocations to 
wrath, withayt notice or acknowledgement, without wound 
or paſſion ; and todigeſt many times the brawlings and indiſ- 
cretions of haſty men, with the ſame patience thac Surgeons 
doe the injuries and blowes of mad men, when they letthem 

blood. | w" | 
4. Credulity, lightneſſe in beleeving whatſoever comes firſt 
to the care : That is the high way to hold choller ſtill in com- 
buſtion. For ſo the tongues of Slanderers, Tale-bearers, Whil- 
PERIT—_ will proove a ſo many Bellowesblowne 
y the Devill himſelfe-, to keepe this fire1n Hiexght and ful- 

nefle of flame, | rm ſor r1t 

5, Curiofitie, an itching humour, and needeleſle inquiſt- 
tivenciſe to know every thing that is done or ſaid, If a man 
will needs be ſo meddling , hee ſhall finde matter inough to 
fill kis gall. Some men , out of this humour; are __ 
w 
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| know whatis ſaid againit:cthem, in-ſach and 


liſten to heare what their ſervants talke concerning 

and if. a letter fall into their hands wherein they thioke 
themſelyes to bee mentioned, they will wake no bones, 
againſt the lawes of humanitie , to brcake it open. Bufic- 
bodies in this kinde neyer want wrath and woe: «Antigens, 
as it is ſaid of him , was: wiſe to abanden this vanitie. For 
when he heard two of his ſubjets ſpeaking ill ofhim inthe 
night neere his Tent, willed them co goe further off, leſt the 
King ſhould heare them. 

6. Covetouſnefle, the Cut-throate of Grace , and canker 
of theſoule, like an cating inſatiable Woolte ,- will cither 
ſtill feede upon gaine, or elle gnaw upon the heart with fret» 
ting 2 and therefore the very loſſeof a peany, ſometimes 
the omiſſion of a good bargaine,the miſcarriage of ſome do- 
meſticall trifle, the death of a beaſt, &c. will preſently puta 
covetous man into choler : for his eyes are ſo-carthly , that 
ny looke onely upon the ſecondary , not upon the ſupreme 
cauſe. 

7. Aconceitof being contemned by others i-word,deed, 
countenance.' Manyare ſo weake this way, that if they ſpic 
bur any ſecret ſniiling, two whiſpering together in the come 
pany, or any talking, eſpecially with their eyes now and then 
calt towards them ; they preſently thinke , that themſelves 


certainely are theaime , and obje& of their ſcomefull ob- 


runner ory or mn ee and unfit for 
com | wh er, as theſe are extremely 
centied, and take on to themſelves ; if they have not the 
chiefe place, and upper hand at meetings, reſpeR and reſaln- 
tation from thoſe that they ſalute, obſervance,and obci- 
{ance from their inferiours,the wall from all commers,if they 
be not begun noto in matters of complement and ſervices of 

humanitie; &c. | © 
A riddance'and reſtraint of theſe and the like maladies of 
the minde , will be a notable meanes to prevent and hinder 

the aſſaults and ſurprizall of this furiqus and foule fiend. 
2, But if atany time ——— VC 
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” _y and that occafions of choler arc offered, then 
y they z: 7 
1. Containe thy bodie in quiet, and tongue in ſilence. 
The ſtirring and agitation of thy body, by ſtamping or flin- 
ging about, inflames the blood and humours, and the 
walking of thy tongue keepes both the pafſtonate_hcate 
in thine owne heart, and meny times ſctson fire thoſe that 
thou art angry with. The barking of one m—o_s the 
Curres in a towne abawling. Thy breaking foorth into ra: 
ging termes , may raiſe the ſpirit of raving in others : And 
crefore ſilence isa ſingular cooler to this cholericke diſtem. 
per. If the ſwelling and boiſterous waves rebound. from 
the ſoft and eeven ſands, there is no great adoe ; bur if 
they encounter a Rocke , they returne with great turbu. 
lencie, andtume into foame. Silence or a ſoft anſwer ſtops 
the over-flowing of the gall on both ſides ; butif fury be 
{ct upon with rage, they grow both almoſt ſtarke mad for 
the time, 

2. Give reaſon leave to cnterpoſe and refolve. It was 
good counſell which was given to eAzga»firs ; That when 
the obje& and occaſions of choler were in his eye, hee ſhould 
not bee moved, before hee had. pronounced over theletters 
of the Alphaber, It is as abſurd for a paſſion touſurpe and 
dominecre over judgement, as for an; intemperate Scold 
to juſtle a reverend Iudge ont of his place; and there to 
take on in her talkative and fcurrill manner. If thou give 
the ſwinge and reines unto it at the firſt riſing, it will pre- 
ſeatly quite baniſh reaſon and judgement, and beelike a 
man that putsthe Maſter out of the houſe, and ſets it on 
fire , and burnes himſelfe alive withine or like a Ship that 
hath neither Sterne , nor Pilot, nor Sailes, nor Oars, expo- 
fed to: the- mercy of the waves , windes and tempeſt in the 
midſt ofa furious Sea. 3, Divert to orS mn /qx 9m 
company, place, plcaſant employment, ts of. content, 
&c. on n coolers, and very convenient to flake 
this paſſionate fire, when it firſt begins to-bume in thy 


3. Habituate 
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comfortable walking with God, 
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3. Habituate thy heart, and keeps it exerciſedand ſeaſo- | 


ned with confiderations : 1. Not onely of melancholy; 'a 
ferall paſſion, and other bodily diſtempers, which it natoral- 
ly breeds; by ſtirring choler, heating the blood, and the virall 
{pirics; but alſo , even of the bratiſh defocmitjesandugly 
diſtortions with which this rage disfigures thoſe which are 
tranſported with it;as the fieryneſle of the eyes,inflammation 
of the face, furiouſneſle of the lookes, extraordinary panting 
of the heart , beating of- the pulſe ,' ſwelling of the veines, 
ſtammerivg of the tongue,gnaſhing of the teeth, a very harſh 
and hatefull intention of the voyce, and many other extremely 
impotent and nncanly behaviours, Hence it - was, that an- 
gry men were anciently counſelled in the heate of their fic 
to looke themſelves in a Glafſe. The monſtrous reprefentati- 
ons of that deformed Fury, wereable for ever to fright them 
out of their cholericke humour. 2 Of the ſweere loveli» 
neſſe, and amiable acceptation of a milde unpaſſionate ſpirit. 
It is the ſinew, as it were , and ceement of all delightful ſo- 
ciety, the flower of humanity, the very ſweetneſle of civill 
converſation. As it is a fi preſervarive to keepe a 
mans owne heart in much and quiet; fo its alfo 
an attrative Load-ſtone to draw unto him the hearts-and 
loyes of others. 3. Of the aime and aſpirations of merall 
wiſedome which labours to draw a mans heart to that un- 
ſhaken, conſtant and comfortable temper ; that beanrifull 
and noble diſpofition, which reſembles the higheſt Region of 
the aire, where there: is no overſhadow1 nor tem- 
peſtuous thunders ; but perpetuall prone F, ſerenity , and 


peace. 

I have thelonger infiſted upon theſe morall inſtruQions, 
purpoſely to make Chriſtians who befides the ho- 
a por nA have alſo rules of Reli 
and heavenly remedies; and yetare too often overtaken wi 
UI drunkenneſſe,as ſome allir, For you muſt know, 
thatall this while I meane haſty, unjuſt, and exorbitant An- 
ger, which miſſes in meaſure, ObjeRt, of 
other circumſtances. For —_ — CL 
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and therefore ſaith Pax!, Eph.4.26. Beye angry,and finne not. 
Vpon the deſcribing and limiting of which, it is neither inci- 
dentnor ſeaſohable for me at this time to inſitt, 

Now then ina ſecond place, for religious direQions, and 
more immediately drawne from divine learning, conſider : 

1. Thatall thy wrongs and unworthy uſages, all thy in- 
juries and indignities , . croſſes and uncomfortable accidents, 
that ſhall evet any way befall thee, are fore-appointed , or- 
dered, and diſpoſed by Gods wiſe and mercifull providence, 
and that to thy ſpirituall and everlaſting good. This very 
one thought,that God is ever the principall Agent, kepe freſh. 
and on foote in thy minde , will be of ſoveraigne power to 
coole and beate backe any intemperate heate, which mighe 
citherrife in thine hcart, or rage in thy tongue againſt his 
inſtruments ; and caufe thee many times when thou art cha» 

-ripe, and ready to rave, to lay thy hand upon thy month, 

fay unto God ſweetly with David, Plal. 39. 9. 1 was 
dumbe, I agened not my month, becauſe thou didft it, And not 
like a childe, to beate the place that hurt it ;_ but rather to 
walke moreheedfally:or a fooliſh Curre, to ſnarte and ſnatch 
at the ſtone, never looking after the thrower : or a mad man, 
to bite the ſword that ſticks in his fleſh ; but rather to pull 
it out ſoftly, and per to the Surgeon. There was matter and 
malice'enough in the mouth of Sherwes,to have made Davids 
royall heart naturally to riſe with 1mplacable mdignation a- 
gainſt that dead dogge : unkindnefſe and: cructrie enough in 
the hearts of /g/epb: Brothrn,te have madehiiy for ever un- 
reconcileable :' wrong.and viltany enough inthe carriage of 
the (aldeexs , to have ſet 7ob on fire with rage and revenge 
apainſtthem : Bartheſeholy men by proRtiſeof the preſent 
point, and from the _ _—— confideration which I 
now cottimend,, for the rd{trampof choler., procured a great 
deale of ſweet /peace and: patience to their owne hearts , 
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with him, and ſaid, The Lord ſent mebefireyou + Tob beyond 
the Caldeans lawleſſe out-rages, and faid, The Lord bath te 
ken away : David beyond Shemets dogged rancour, and ſaid, 
The Lord hath bidden him : Teſms Chrift Hirmſclfe, bleſſed for 
ever, looked beyond the Phariſes, Prieſts, Iewes, Indes and 
the ſouldiers, to his Fathers Cup, 1eh.18.11, This Cup which 
my Father hath given me, ſball I not drinks ? when heo come 
manded Petey to ſheathe his ſword. This Chriſtian counſell 
pafſeth that which was given to A#gnftws : when the objets 
and occaſions of choller are in thine eye, or eare ; when thon 
art any way*s wronged, belycd, rayled upon, ſpurned at, or 
trampled upon by the teete of honoured infolency, or dung- 
hillmalice, before thou inwardly frer, or breake out into any 
impatient behaviour, fay firſt ſeriouſly and feclingly in thine 
owne heart, Thus i from God, for my good : or with old E5; 
It ts the Lord, let him doe what ſeemeth him good, 1 Sam.3.18. 
And let it for ever ſnaffle,nay,ſweerly compoſethe haſtinefle 
and ſowrenefſle of thy corrupt nature in caſe of choler. 
2. Letthe wonderfull patience of that mighty Lord of 
Heaven and earth, who is able with one word to caſt all the 
creatures in the World into H-ll ; nay even with the breath 
of his mouth to turneHell, and Heaven, and Earth, and all 
things, into nothing : I ſay,let his patience againſt the infinite 
intolerable, and cndleſſe provocations of his owne moſt ob- 
liged creatures , wholike ſo many deſperate traitours, live 
and lye continually in open rebellion againſt ſo great a Ma- 
Jeſty, bea ® Patrerne and Precedent unto thee a fly worme, , c. iu ne 
duſt and aſhes, earth, or any thing that is nanght ; of pro- big, & Pater Dezs 
tionable forbearance (if there could be any proportion + {<hepie ra 
rweene infinite and finite) toward thy fellow-creatures, pariter & Pacris3 


How many blacke and blaſphemous mouthes are anceflantly pores ee ode 


quentes , & 
non decet eſſe degeneres. Qualis yerd in Deo & quanta parientia, quoJ in contumeliam ſux MajeRatis 
& honoris inſtirura ab bebe profana nopie & rerrena a, & lacra Reollags patient flim| 
ſaltinens, ſuper bonos ct malos zqualiter facit diem na(ci, ct lumen folis oboriri, &c. Er cue 
ws exacerbatur —_ pena _—_ — Qen_—_ ſemel retriba= 
riools hem pavcnrer expeRtit. Cum abcat in poteſtate vinditam, mavuly div tencre patientiam z 
fuſtnens, fc lices clemerrer,cr differems ur 6 er poreft, maltam malicia prot: a@a ahquando mutctur, 
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bono potien: ifs 


H 3 


F102 


— 


acin. 


Generall diredtions for 4 


M.chal.z.2,4- 


open againſt his bleſſed Majeſty ? With what damned oathes 


doe they teare, and re-crucifie the pretious Body of his glo» 
rified Sonne, which ſits at his owne right-hand ? With what 
lyes and flanders doe they revile his Ambaſſadours, and vi- 
lifie his Choſen ? How many graceleſſe wretches doe wik 
fully and obſtinately prophane his Sabbaths, pollute his Sa- 
craments, and turne their backes upon his Word ? How ma» 
ny doe dayly turne themſelves into beaſts, by their ſwiniſh 
drnmkennefle, to the great reproach of mankind, and diſho« 
nour of their reaſonable nature ? How many inclofing Nim- 
rods, and cruel Landlords, doe grind the faces of the poores 
Nay, plucke off their thins, teare their fleſh, breake their boxer, 
ard chop then in pieces as for the pot, and eate the flrſh of Gods 
people ? Tn a word, how many incarnate Devils doe march 
up and downe the earth with hearts and hands as fall as Hell, 
with all manner of miſchiefe, lewdnefſe and” rebellion ? 
So many, and with ſuch extreme inſefferable audaciouſneſſe 
and impudency, that, as a learned Divine ſpeakes, If but any 
tender-hearted man ſhould fir but one houre in the Throne 
of God Almighty(if itbe fit ſo to ſuppoſe)and looke downe 
upon the earth, as God doth continually, and fee what abo- 
minations are done in that houre, he wonld undoubtedly in 
the next {er all the World on fire, and not ſufter his wrath to 
be pacificd, or the fire tobe quenched. And yer for all this, 
our gracious God in the meane time, though he bee armed 
with his owne unreſiſtable omnipotency , and a thonſand 
Charets inthe Whirlewinde ; though hee have ever in area- 
dinefle of all the Angelsoft Heaven, all the Devils in Hell,all 
the Creatures inthe World ; nay, the very hands and conſci- 
ences of prophane wrerches, andall that provoke the eyes 
of his Glory with their pollutions, to bee the inſtraments 
and executionersof his jult wrath upon their ſinne; yet, I 
fay, our gracious God oppoſes his infinite patience againſt 
all theſereſtlefle outragious provocations. Hee {weetly and 
fairely tempersand moderates in the meane time his moſt juſt 
and cauſcfull indignation, to ſee if the bountifulneſſe of his 
forbearance and long ſuffering will leade them to repentance. 
Bee 
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Be thou then for ever aſhamed to take on for every. trifle: 
to breake patience-upon every triviall provocation; to tune 
Lyon in thine owne houſe, and which-is common in camall 
worldlings, to rage with extreme folly: and balenedle againſt 
thy wife, children, fervants,cattell, or any. thingehat comes 
in thy way, for every croſſeaccident, worldly lofſe, dome- 
ſticall miſcarriage : nay, many times to torture thine owne 
heart, and trouble others in this kinde upon meere miſ-ta« 
kings, groundleſſe ſurmizes, and tmiſconſtruftions ; but ra» 
ther rake this gracious leflon from the Lord Ieſus his owne 
mouth, CIarrb.1 1.29. Learne of me, for 1 am lawly of heart, 
and an example of patience from his firſt ariyr, Aft.7,60. 
Lord, lay net this finne to their charge. Norms 
3 Let the ſweet experience of Gods patient and mer- 
cifull dealing with thee, {often thine heart with a compaſlt» 
omate ſenſe of other mens weakeneſſes, and a melting for« 
wardnefſe to forgive. If hee out of the riches of his mercy 
hath remitted unto thee ten thouſand T alents,, what a baſe 
wretchednefſe were it ro flye in the face of thy fellow-ſer- 
vant, and to take him by the throat for an hnnared pence ? If 
he intreated thee of all loves, and withall long-ſaftering, to 
come into his ſtretched-out armes of mercy, when thoulayit 
wallowing abominably in the gore-blood of thy mapy, ſcare 
ler and crimſin ſinnes; foughtelt on the Devils ſide, to the 
loſſe of the very lifc-blood of thy ſoule ; and eyery time thou 
cameſt to the Lords Supper, ſhedſt the precious blood of his 
bleſſed Sonne : what a ſhame is it unto thee to falla raging, 
and ſwell with anger, for the meere over-fight, many tunes, 
unwilling miſcarrz2ge, and apurpoledertour of: thole, per- 
haps, which otherwiſe obſerve thee with obſequioulueſſe 
and love? {tl 
4. If aman willnotbe mooved, - with more faireand in» 
gentuous motives, to maſterand mertifie this Bedlam rage (1 
{peake in this paſſage to him that hates| to. be reformed 3) let 
him beeamazed, andamend for ſhame; ſith the holy Ghoſt 
hath charged every man, not to meddle, or make any league 
of friend{hip with hias, while hee nouriſheth, and gies the 
H 4 remes 
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reinesto this boſome-Rebell, Make wo friend/bip with an an 
£19 man ; wed with a ſwrions man thon ſhalt not goe, Pro.22.24. 
What a monſter is a man of anger, that S/omorn ſhould ſet 
ſuch a brand upon him ; whereby every one is warned to be- 
ware of him, and flye from him, as from a netling, dange» 
rous, unſociable creature ? , 

A word or two of another paſſion,before I paſſe out of the 

int, and that is Feare, which I had not toucht at this time, 

ditbin onely a Racke,whereon the hearts of covetous,am= 
birious, and carrall men are woefully rent, and torne, and ter- 
turedall cheir life long ; and not alſo a crmell engrofler of too 
much golden time even from Geds children,not without im» 
preflions of much fruitleſle ſadnefle,8& unneceſſary diſcotent. 

The vanity and tyrannic of this paſſion 1s ſpecially ſeene 
and exerciſed: r. In putting all reall ſtings into 1maginarie 
evils, and drawing trueand birter ſorrowes, from ſuppoſed 
ſufferings. 2. In an over-greedy apprehenſion and anticipa- 
tion of ſorrowes to come, ſo that a man by too much fore- 
thoughtfulneſſe, and painefull preconceite, doth ſuffer them 
many times, before they ſeize upon him. | 

x For the firſt, who feeles not the phantaſticalneſſe of 
*pinion to forge, and faſten upon him many dreadfull vb- 
j<ARs ;' which of themſelves have no vigour to vexe, becauſe 
no rcall being and exiſtence, yet truely torture and affliRt, by 
the onely ſtrength of imagination ? 

Thus one eates his owne heart with griefe for loſſe of thoſe 
riches, and that ſuperfluous wealth, which if hee had ever 
ſtill pofſefſed, hee would never have uſed, Another lyes un- 
der the continuall flavery of reſtlefſe feare, leſt fire or rob- 
bery, ſomealteratien in the Stare, or deſolation of warre, 
ſhould diſperſe his hoard, or bazard his remporall happi- 
nefſe. One is haunted with much thoughtfulneſſe and car- 
king, what ſhall become of his children after his death, 
what men will ſay of him when hee is gone; leſt his wife 
ſhould marry after his departure. (For naturally our minds 
are ſovaine, that beſides the abundance and burden of pre- 
ſent cares, they will tranſport our deſires and A—_— 
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und our ſelves and being.) Another Frettingly feares, thas 
ſhall be undone in adeare yeere,or thenext Ratof 
and tires himſelfe with variety of plots for commings i 
many yeeres to come, when many times he dyes in the meane 
time, Sometake up roo much precious time, from preſeut 
and more profitable meditations, by troubling their hearts, 
leſt, if the times tarne, they ſhonld not beeable ro endure 
the fiery triall ; whereas afterward, perhaps, they endtheir 
lifein the peacefull noone-tide of 'the glorious Goſpel! O- 
thers upon thonght, or talke of death; are ready,to cntertaine 
fearefull apprehenfions, leſt they ſhould diſgrace their Chris 
ſtian life with an uncomfortable cnd,. and by: ſome extracte 
dinary temptation, raving, furious carriage, . ye open to the 
worlds interpretdtion, ſimſter cenſures, and ojſcpnitruGions 
of _ S—_— when as nes Larput oy eat 
cl cir dayes » in memory tothe PCs 
wap andre v5 waar rar vine 
fort; (except former diſtruſttul fezres ju ing upon t 
that which they feared.) For fith everyone; whoſelife hath 
beene conſecrated to Gods glory witkrrath of heart. dath 
certainely paſſe thorow thoſe dreadful; daſt paine, 
9 ar unſpcakeable ; hee ought alſo to 
ſubmit with all patience and quiet, to glorific vim, andto be 
kinde of death -7 
22;Di 


aries of an holy lite, which promiſed an end of 
all note and obſervation, 

z. For the ſecond, beſides ana onyx 
meerely imaginary miſcries ; many fearefull ſpirits 
wir. eo bear melancholy, . will not ſuffer 
alſo certaine and inevitable evils, whichat length muſt needs 
befall hem, to fleepe, and keepe in their ſtings, untill -the 
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6f Fare; "ike fo miany Nleeping Lyons, and cowardlily pro« 
vokethem with timorons expeQation-to rent their hearts, 
and ſting tetribly betore the time. Thus onr vaine mindes 
torment as'more withthe feare of evils, then with the evils 
which wefeare; ſpurreus an with machunmanly folly, to 
meete in the mid-way z nay, ro overtake, out-run forrowes 
to come, andinake usa thouſand times: miſerable with one 
individuall miſery. 

 YForinftahee:' Thou haſt a child, and, perhaps, but one 
which thouloveftmoſt dearcly ; for that afteAtton which 
would be ſeyerally-ſtrong towards'ren, or how many ſoever, 
ts united in-it alone-. "Thou enjoyelt a wite, whoſe death 
would bec unto thee, as the loſſe of halte thy heart ; and fo 
pfopottionably of any worldhy comfort. Now cecratae 1t is; 
ehoa muſt a fength Tatofivmn all theſe, : os whatet{efocver 
moſttlare anddcfirecablethiogs in this life, they muſt bee 
taken from thee,or thou from them, In this caſe then,it thou 
give way and forthunto-this faint-hearted tyrant,” and ma+ 
licious paſſion, itwill wound thine heart-mary' and: many. a 
titne with ſerice of thoiclofle, before thor looſe them :-1and 
mingle atmid{trhy deateſt'md moſt doring apprehenſions of 
their (weetnefle and worth, many bitter chonghts of theday 
of divorce, and {tings of mach worldly griefe.(fortach only 
I meane) froma torturing preconceit of painfull heart-breake 
at parting.” But the moſt cormenting racke in this; kinde, 
upon which this tyrannicall paſſion doth much terrific and 
teare the hearts of camall men ſpecially, is death : Ir is calted; 
the Pririct of terror, by reaſon of its owne extreme inevitas 
ble pangs ; and: to- them alſo itis a certame paſſage to. tor- 
ments without end,” and paſt imagination: and therefore if 
their conſciences bee not deſperately feared, and ſealed: up 
ſecurely with the ſpirit of lumber againſt the day of venge- 
ance ; they are woont to dyealmoſt every day, by a ſlaviſh 
feare of death : ſee Heb«2.15: O death, ſaith the wiſe man;,how 
bitter 14 the remembrance of thee, to a manthat lrveth at veſt in 
bu poſſeſſions, nuto the man that hath nothing to vexe him, and 
that hath proſperity inal things | Oh how the heart of ſuch a 
man 
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man doth (hrug together for, horrour, quake: like: an _ 
leafe, and Hye all the while, whenthis feare doth repreſent 
unto.it inthe glaſſe of his magintcs, the griefly formes and 
ougly face of death, with thole other dreadfull cixcumſtances, 
as the wailings and out-cries-of -wife, children and friends 6+ 
bout his laſt bed, parting from all worldly pleaſures for ever, 
rotting in the grave, dragging tothe Tribunall and terror, of 
the la Day, &c | rro82 ROT 
Beſides theſe imaginary ſufferings, and untimely ſorrowes, 
take notice of three other bale pe(iylent effects andaniſchietes, 
which this naturall , (laviſh, diſtm{ifull) fearez1o(for-that I 
onely meane in the whole point ) -pnts {pon a tnan,.-T, It 
may bring upon him the thing which he feares ; by fearing 
to become miſerable, hee may become that hee feares, and 
ſo turne his vaine feare into; certaine miſcrics ;-according to 
that of . Salomon, Proverbs 10s 24. That which the wicked 
Keareth, fhall come upon him, And that of 1/as. 66 4. 1 will 
bring their feares npon them. Thou haſt a wife, a childe, an 
outward ſtate, an hye place, which thou art immoderately 
afraid tolooſe ; now this very diſtrultfull feare; derogating 
from the glory of Gods mercifull-providence,which {weetly 
and wiſely diſpoſeth all things, may juſtly provoke him to 
deprive thee of them,wherecas otherwiſe,thou mightſt have 
enjoyed them ſtill. x. It robsandbereaves thee of the kindly 
relliſh, and comfortable enjoyment even of good things. A 
man can take no delight in the fruition 'of that good, which 


hee feareth tolooſe, Life it ſelfe is loathſome, if a man ſla- quarigit morizer 
viſhly feareto dye, That good breeds the trueſt preſent con- mortem qui aſli= 


tentment, againſt the loſſe whereof we are alwayes prepa- 
red, Andtherefore thoſe who liveincontinuall feare to looſe 
theirchild, goods, liberty, life, or any other thing that is 


dcare unto them, looſe agreat deale of that honeſt joy and Deura8. 47: 


allowed pleaſure they might have, even in theſe outward 
things. 3. It dejes and debales his noble nature, below 
the miſcries and baſencfle of beaſts in this point : for: they 
are fenced from this folly and vanity, .by the benefit of their 
weakenefle, and want of reaſon ; never re-affliting _ 
elyes 
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ſelyes with evils paſt, or fearing any to-come ; but thorow 
their whole life enjoy entirely and with full ſecurity, all con- 
tentmentsand pleaſures incident to their natures, ſave onely 
when they ate pinched wirh fence of preſent paine, What a 
ſhame then is it to Man, - who being honoured with the exe 
cellency of an underſtanding, reaſonable, and provident ſpi- 
rit, whereby hee our- ſhines all other creatures, like an An- 
gell upon earth, ſhould by the abuſe and miſ-imploymene 
thereof, make it a meanes unto himſelfe, to become more 
miſerable in this reſpeR then a brute beaſt ? 

SceRerea. 5-12, Now many and ſweet are the places and promiſes in Gods 
Booke, which may ſerve as precious counter-poiſons, and 
cordials, againſt thiscarking venome, which haunts with too 
often infinuations, even the moſt heavenly minde ; bur eates 

+ continually like a Canker into the carnall heart : They are 
fach as theſe: 1 will never leave thee nor forſake thee, Hee 
. brewer 13.5. Shouldeſt thou fall into che fi-ry tryall, aſfared- 
ly thy mercifall God would either ſupply chee with a ſuper. 
natarall and extraordinary power and patience over that moſt 
exquiſite paine ; or elſe,abate and leſſen che rage of the flames 
for thy fake. At things works together for good, to them that 
love God, Rom. $8.28. Sinne, in it owne nature, is the deadlieſt 
and rankeſt poyſon to the ſoule ; and in it ſelfe, the grea- 
teſt evill that is orcan be; yet Gods infinite Power and Wiſe- 
dome, which at firſt drew light out of darknefle, as a skilfull 
Apotheary deales with poyſon, ſo orders and tempers it to 
his, that by accident it proves medicinable : much more doth 
He ture to their good, croſſes, diſgraces, loſſes of carthly 
things, poverty, want, life, death,any thing,every thing. God 
1 faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above that you 
are able , but will with the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, 
that ye may be able to beare it, 1 Cor.10.13. It is Gods Childs 
peculiar, in the caſe of affliions andall future troubles, ro 
expe ſupportation in them, benefit by them deliverance 
out of them. He that ſpared not his owne Somne, how ſhaſſ hee 
not with bm alſo freely grue w all things, Rom. 8.32. If Teſus 
b Chriſt be ours, itis Caicely abſurd co feare laviſhly, _ 
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hurt by ill,or want of good. He is incomparably more worth 
then ten thouſand worlds, were they alt extant. If thou en« 
joyeſt then ſuch a Tewell, what a curſed yanitie is jrto ror- 
ture and teare thy heart with feare of any earthly loſle, or of 
ever being prevailed againft by any created power ? Take 
yet more ſpirituall armour and Heroicall r » againſt 
the aſſaults of this cowardly Tyrant, which doth ſounwor- 
thily affli the ſpirits of men, —__ with imminent ills, 
bat alſo with thoſe which arenot , and perhaps ſhall never 
be, nay ſometimes, which cannot poſſibly bee, out of thoſe 
two ſweeteſt Pſalmes,for iſes of futare proteion, 91. 
and 121. E/a. 43. 3 But the ſpeciall preſervative, which at 
this time I would commend unto you , againſt this diſtruſt- 
full hearts-poyſon , may bee extracted Chriſts owne 
words, Matth.6.34. After many ſtrong and precious Argu- 
ments againſt thoughtfulneſſe and carking , our heavenly 
Door concludes, T akg therefore no thonught for the morrow : 
for the morrow ſball take thought for the things of it ſelſe : ſuf: 
ficient wnto the day, i the evil thereof. Whence I colleR and 
counſell, that the Chriſtian ought,in reſpe of any torturing 
care, or carking forecaſt , to unite and confine his thonghts, 
the workings andagitations of his ſpirit, to the ng of 
the affaires , and maſtering the miſeries of the preſence ey 
The ſtrongeſt minde and beſt compoſed , . is weake 

to ſuſtaine the brunt and encounter of every dayes croſles, 
Temporll troubles , or ſpirituall temptations, fightings - 
without, or terrours within , are the certaine portion of the 
Saints in this vale of teares. And what day fo faire comes 
over the Chriftian head, wherein he ſcapes Scor-free, as they 
ſay, herein ?- Sith therefore every day brings foorth arrow 
ſafficient for the exerciſe of the retiredſtpretence of the moſt 
recolleed ſpirit , and the hearticſt man ſhall have his hand-- 


fall, in pafſing patiently and profitably chorow preſent trou- 


bles, which many times fall as thicke upon him , as one wave 
in theneckeof another ; whata baſe and unw weake-- 
neſle is it , tounfic anddiſable our already too minds, . 
for a. comfortable diſpatch , and digaſting of daily uncom- 
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fortable occnrrents, by ſuch needlefſe, ſencelefle, fruitleſſe 
diſtraRions, vagaries of vanity, and Vtopian pereginations? 
As cither 1. To looſe them inthe endleſſe maze of __ 
ry afliAions: 2, Or to waſte them by untimely ling 
with certaine cvils to come: 3- Or wound them with a 
painefull remembrance of forrowes already paſt. For ſome 
there are ſo over-geedie of grieving themſelves, and tran(- 
rted with tyrannicall vanitie of their owne mindes, that 
eſides their trouble with preſent, fained, and future miſcries, 
colleR alſo matter of mournefulneſle from time paſt, For in- 
ſtanc2 ; Thou haſt loſt thy deareſt child, which is one of the 
extremeſlt earthly croſſes, and goes neereſt the heart, bat long 
ſince, ſo that if reaſons from Reaſon and Religion aſlwaged 
not the immoderation and exceſle of thy ſorrow ; yet time 
hath worne out, and wiped away thy teares, and made thee 
weary of weeping : but netwithſtanding, thy vaine minde 
will not ſuffer that gricfe , which even length of timehath 
buricd long agoe, to lie quietly in the grave , but drawes 
into conſideration, and remembers for the nonce , its ſpec- 
ches, favour, pretty behaviour, and other lovely circumſtan- 
ces, to make thy heart bleed afreſh, and wring from thine 
es new torrents of teares, &c. Soveraigne therefore againſt 
theſe Harpies and devourers of the heart, is that counſell of 
Chrift, which 1 have commended unto you from his owne 
mouth ; ſeconded alſo by the Apoſtle, —_— 4 6, Bee 
a Muir wo 2 carefral for nothing : That is, with tearing and torturing the 
had, © heart, with carking, thoughrfulnefſe, anxiety, fretting, im» 
rapicurriy vin. 1s patiency. Doe not waſte and weaken thy minde immode- 
beſet err rately, unſeaſonably, imaginarily, untimelily, with diſtruſt- 
gil % fame eoce- full anguiſh, penſiveneſle, and baſe proſtitution of the flower 
0Y, apts, « andſinew of thine immorrall ſpirit, to fruitleſle and endlefſe 
word of bay den impertinencies and miſ-imployments. Fpr by the way , wee 
(me foe. maſt rake notice and acknowledge , notwithſtanding what 
Arg; ani aunc hath beenc (aid againſt carking , and other needlefſe diſtra- 
drviduc Mac _ and exorbitancies of on —_— CI, 
a parttfque r*- Chriſtian, proyident care-an e-calt, is convent- 
oualare:s. cnt, and commanded ; both for prouiſion of things _ 
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ſary, and prevention of dangers. But this is noe diftreſſefull, Li 
bur delightfull, becauſe enjoyned by God : Sos 3 Timeth. 5. 
8. ( For * performance of Gods Commandement , and the 2, W2ando mens 
very atof Obedience with ſinceritic , ſhould: beget much 8, en.c0e- 
ſpirituall ſweerneſſe, dzlight, and joy in the heart.) And. a vel infGone qua 
faire, eafie, unangry providence for things needfull and time piems anime © 
to come, ſweetned with the life of Faith, and a patienexely- $2ud'o» chm ali 
ance upon Gods wiſe and mercifull diſpoſing all our affaires, vel opera 4 Des 
and their ſuccefſe, is onething : and a reſtleſſe carking, and popanmure fob. 
purſuite after things unneceſſary, imaginary , and ſometimes 
impoſitble, embirtered with many laviſh feares of fained 
or future evils, is another, It is profitable alſo togather mate 
ter from time paſt, by cont tion of youthfull pollutions, 
croſſes and correRtions for ſinfull courſes, companions i ini- 
quitie , or any other aggravating circumſtance, for the in- 
creaſ@ of godly ſorrow, and hatred of ſine. But this is joy» 
full, and caſath the heart ; for howſoever carnall joy and 
ſorrow can never conliſt together at the ſame time ; yer 
that which is Chriſtian, Þ ſweetly ought, and may, of what Þ Pervertun at-- 
ſort ſoever the ſorrow be, For firſt, caufes of ir,from withe cere ſermo divi- 
out,as reproches, perſecutions, ſhame , crowne the Chriſti- nxHlere in lac 
ans head with abundance of glory , his heart with joy , his letaci : audi in 
ſoule with blefſedneſſe , 1 Peter 4. 14. As 5. 41. Hat Porore laname, 
thew 5.16 Secondly, if it beeinward, for finne and cor- in ribelercndes 
ruption , there is great matter of much joy ; , for it {weetly yes er 
lagnifies the ſoftning and meltingof the heart, and by conle- 6 lugers , quia 
quent , the preſence of- Gods ſanRifyiog Spirit. Such teares is, 7m Tomy. 
as burſt ont of a heart oppreſt with griete for finne, ace like 24x 192%) 
a1 Aprill howre , which though irc wet alittle, yet it be- 
gets agrent deale of ſweetneſſe in the herbes , lowers , and 
fraits of the earth. A great man guiltic of high Treaſon, 
comes to the Blocke to looſe his head : in the very nicke, 
when he is ready to lay downe his necke , a gracious Pardon 
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ſenſe of his owne ſaferie. It is proportionably ſo, when we 
mourne for Him ako wer bo viewed, widths Evan- 
galicall repentance. (God hath ſo mercifully ordered all 
things for his , that if they bee not wanting to themſelves, 
they may be ever merry , and finde cantinuall matter of re- 
joycing : See 1 Thef. 5. 10. For he well knowes —__—_ 
neede theirpoore hearts have of this j affeRion ; both 
to ſweetentheir outward ſufferings and bitterneſſe from the 
world.and alſo to ſeaſon their ſpiritnall ſacrifices and ſervices 
unto himſelfe : ) And beſides, it is one thing , torske with 
onr remembrance intothe grave of buried gniefes, for ſharp- 
ning the teeth of worldly ſorrow, to cate our hearts ; ano- 
ther thing to make our memorics miniſter matter from for- 
mer times, of more humiliation under Gods mightic hand, 
deeper deteſtation of our abominable vileneſle, and to make 
our hearts many and many atime melt againe,and bleed afreſh 
_ comfortable ſoftnefle, and ln for yoathfull 
nes, 

V IT, Prizeandply, as amoſt ſweet excellencie,and com- 
fortable perf:&jon in Chriſtianitie , a right and religious or- 
dering of thy tongue. It is very materiall, and of ſpeciall im- 
portance,for preſervation both of outward and inward peace. 
Originall corruption hath naturally put upon every mans 
tongue an empoyloned fierie edge, whereby like aſword 
ina Bedlams hand , it kils and flayes on all fides , wotully 
woundgs his owne conſcience, infeRts and invenomes mortal- 
ly the ſoules of the preſent , mangles the good names of the 
abſent with deadly malice, and fobacke it ſelfe remorſcleſly 
in continuall blood-ſhed ; ( for there is heart-murther , and 
tongue- murther, as well as murther ) untill the attaine- 
my vs and mortifying ciramcifion of ſuch an 
any evill. That it may therefore neither bee nnſcaſona- 
bly idle , nor ſinfully exerciſed, belides many caveats, 
and conſtant e, take notice of, and to heart, and 


Py That conch and eted f 

I, generally negle&ed dutic of Chriſtian 

reproofe, | F F 
Y 


: 
ll 
h 
b 
at 
h 
1c 
es 
th 
P- 
Q- 
2's 
nd, 
ike 


ſh 


_ 
- 


comfertable walking with God. 


By reaſon of that generall and common fellowſhip,wher- 
of Igavea taſte and touch before, (of his arbitrary and int- 
mate company, every Chriſtian makes conſcience of betrer 
choyce) which thou maſt ſometimes entertaine and exerciſe 
with the men of this world, except thou wilt goe ontof the 
world ; thou ſhalt meete now and then apon unavoydable 
neceſſity, and by the exigency of thy calling, with men of 
intolerable converſation, and very ſcandalous diſcourſe; and 
at unawares, and unwillivgly fall amongſt ſuch companions, 
as will ſweare, blaſpheme Gods Name, talke filthily, flan- 
der the Miniſtery , raile againſt good men ; beſides many 
other ſcarrill, baſe, and prophane ſpeeches ; much froth and 
folly in this kinde. Now 1n this caſe ordinarily, prophane 
men meddle not. They hold it a point of ifenefſe to 
marre the mirth, and caſt the company into Cr of me- 
lancholy, by calling finne into queſtion. They love not (as 
they fay in their hearts) to bee diſpleaſing and unplauſible, 
where themſelves gaine nothing; and perhaps doe no good 
to the party. They are commenly old-excellent in rayling 
upon, and Nlandering a good man in his abſence ; but they 
are {tarke-naughr , and no-body in reprooving a notorious 
wretch unto his face. If they open their mouth this way, it 
js commonly in jeſt, and bravery, in forme, inderifion, for 
ſome Ones ſake in the company, who, they know, cannot 
endure it; or at beſt, out of a civill deteſtation of outragious 
villany,and farious blaſphemics of Gods glorious Name. But 
in ſuch caſcs, the Chriſtian is truly ſolicitous and zealous ; 
very much troubled, and carefull how to frame and hold a 
ſerious, wi'e, and ſcaſonable contradiion to the lan» 
guage of hell, which conſiſteth in oathes, lying, flandering, 
10 obſcenitics, raylings, comtemptuous inſolencies againſt 
the Miniſtery and wayes of God, defence of Popery, and 
in ſuch rotten and Bedlam talke. Hee dares not many times 
in ſach company, for his heart hold his peace, leſt rhere- 
by hee bee guilty in ſome degree, xz. Of the parties going 
on in finne. 2. Of betraying Gods glory , by a cowardly 

and unchriſtian filence : and 3+ For feare of woundivg his 
I owne 
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owne conſcience. The omiſſion of the diſcharge of this duty, 
will ſometimes very much vexe the conſcience,and grieve the 
heart of the true hearted Profeſſour ; when he 1s departed 
theplace, andconſidersthar by his baſenefſe and frailety her 
hath failed in ſo holy a duty, and beene faint-hearted in, the 
cau(e of God, 

For this kinde of reprooving then, and ſuch cenſuring of 
the words and workes of darkenefſ:, the Chriſtian is not to 
beecenfured too cenſorious and preciſe. Conſcience, chart» 
ty, and Gods commandement calles and cryesupon him for 
the performance of this necdfull duty ; whenſoever una- 
voydable neceſſity, or the exigency of a warrantabke calling 
ſhall have caſt him upon prophane wretches, and impriſo- 
ned him for the while amongſt fellowes of lewd diſcourſe, 
and gracelcfſe carriage. Except they bee Dogs, or Swine : 
Chriſt himſelfe hath commanded, that Peartes and holy 
things ſhall not bee caſt away upon ſuch. Grve yee nor, faith 
hee, that which ts holy unto Dogs, neither caft ye your Pearles 
before Swine, Matthew 7,6. Sce alſo Proverb 9. .8. and 
23.9. 
The ground of this Commandement of Chriſt, I rake to 
betwo-fold : 

I. A deare, compaſſionate, and tender-hearted care of 
God, evenover the temporall lives of his children. Beſides 
the glorious Miniſtery, and continuall guard of the bleſſed 
Angels for their preſervation, that they hurt not their foote 
againſt a ſtone; his ownealſo All-ſezing and All-pictying Eye, 
doth ever graciouſly watch over them, to keepe them as 
dearely as the Appleof his owne Eye; and therefore he for- 
bids theas to caſt themſelves deſperately into the mouth of 
a barking Dogge, or upon the paw of a revengefull and 
blood-rhirſty Lyon: that is, he would not have his child to 
youchſafe ſo muchas a reproofe toany blaſphemous wrerch, 
or deſpcrate Swaggerer, that would furiouſly flye in his face 
for offering him a Pearle. 

2. An holy jcaloufie over the glory and Majefty of his 
owne blefled Word, It isthat holy Wiſedome, which ifſued 
imme- 
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immediately out of his owne infinite underſtanding. Ir is 
farremore pure and unſpotted then filver tryed in a furnace 
of cartb, fined ſeaven-fold, It isa ſacred Pearle, framed and 
faſhioned by His owne Almighty hand in the Palaces of 
heaven, which onely by an inviſible and inſpired power can 
Taiſe thoſe which are dead in finnes and treſpaſſes, to ſpiritn» 
alllife : ſtop the bloody iſſue of originall corruption, and pre- 
ſerve the ſoules of men in everlaſting health. In a word, it is 
the Word of God, and therefore moſt unworthy to be tro« 
den under foote, or trampled in the mire by any ſenſuall 
Swine : that is, no wayes to bee vouchſafed to thole hateful 
and Swiniſh wretches, who out of a malicious ſottiſhneſſe 
entertaine ſo glorious a meſſage from the mighty God of 
heaven with contempt and ſcorne. 
Theſertwo reaſons of the Commandment lye in the Text: 
Ge yee net, Cc. left they trample them wander their feete, and 
tnrne ag aine and rent yow, W hence wee hayc alſo ſome light 
to diſcerne who are Dogs, who arc m__ s 
1. By Dogs, wee ſee, are meant obſtinate enemies, that Caver igirue !bie 
maliciouſly — the Miniſtry of the W ord, the Dotrine of Ger ume 
God, and the Meſſengers thereof ; who doe not onely tread wr — — 
the words of inſtrution and reproofe under foote, but alſo a ys rs 
tune againe, andall torend the Teachers, and furiouſly flye j» melius _ 
inthe faceof thoſe who fairly tell them of cheir faults, Con» yaw-24, in 3-Mer+ 
ſider this and tremble, all ye that are become ſcornefull and 
furious oppoſites to the power and purity of rhe Word, and 
bloody goades in the ſides of the faithfulleſt Miniſters. Alas, 
poore wretches, forlorne Caitifes,yon caſt your ſelves deſpe- 
rately into that accurſed and horrible condition, that every 
good man is bound in conſcience not to affoord you ſo much 
a5 an admonition, or reproofe, or a caveat to prevent thoſe 
curſes which are comming upon-you. And you wilfully draw 
upon your owne heads that moſtfearefall doome from Gods 
Spirit, and from the Church of God; Hee that 1s filthy , tet Revel. 23 3% 
him bee filthy fill, Hee that is a Swine, let him bee Swinifh 
fill: Hethat railes againſt the =_ of Grace, let him con» 
tinue ſtill a mad Dogge. Hee that ſets himleltfe — 
I 2 again 
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againſt the Miniſtery of the Word ; let that man receive no 
comfort or benefit by the Word of Life, If he will needs, 
tet himroare ſtill, ſwagger, be drunke, deſpaire, dye, and be 
damned, 

Porcos ved, in 2, By Swine, arc meant thoſe ſortiſh ſcurrill wretches, 

_ — who doe ſcornefully and contemptuouſly trample under foor 

moran:e.,ques fa. all holy inſtra&ions, reproofcs, admonitions, tendred unto 

ne omnes #4jul- them out of the Word of Truth. 

pronunciant ir= #8, Some of theſeare Swine, as it were, onely in practiſe : 

agn0s. 14m 1%: they doc not ſay much, or keepe any great grunting againſt 
good men ; bur they feed unſatiably, thongh filently, upon 
the drofſe and filth of ſenfſuall pleaſures W carnall content» 
ments: and if atany time a Pcarle be caſt in their way ; 1 
meanc a ſeaſonable reproofe miniſtered unto them, they 
trample it in the mire, and with a brutiſh baſeneſle tread it 
under foote ; becauſe indecd they hate to bee reformed, and 
arelottiſhly and ſtubbornely reſolved, not to exchange theſe 
worldly pleaſures which they have in preſent volſeſſion and 
parſuite, for the glory of an hundred heavens, which Prea» 
chers fo much talke of, but they cannot taſte of, or tell when 
to come thither, 

2. O:her Swine there are, as it were both in practiſe and 
profeffion ; whobeſides their hating to bee reformed, and 
obſtinate reſolution not to forgoe their preſent pleaſures, or 
forſake their former wayes, arealſo poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of 
ſcoffing. Theſe are rather wild Boares : for with a furjous 
and Giant-like infolency and outrage , they provoke, and 

See1a.c.19.& Challenge the mighty Lord of heaven, about the truth of his 
* Per-3-34% Tudgementsand Promiſes, makinga mocke of them, 

Let all ſenſnall and Swiniſh wretches conſider this, ard 
tremble ; who with ſinnefull greedineſſe feed upon carthli- 
neſle, and Epicuriſine, and hate tobe reformed ago wiltul- 
ly wallow inthe mud and filth of vaniſhing pleaſures, and 
will not be waſhed ; who many and many times come unto, 
continue at, and depart from the houſe of God, with a ſet» 
tled purpote and reſolution,not to ſuffer their hearts to be ma- 
ſtered by the power of the Miniſtery, or to change _ old 

atnmons, 
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theirdayes,intheir ordinary former courſes of c 
and good-fellowſhip. They may reade their doomendyen- 
geancothatdags them xt the hedlts, P/ab 56-21 49611150 
Curſedalſo is the, conditionof all you thatare fcofie 
godlineſſeand good men. You have wearied your ſelves ſo 
long in walking and ſtanding in wicked wayes : that'you are 
now ſet downe at reſt inthe chaire of ſod mers. Andeherefore 
all choſe that ſtand ov the Loads'fidey: Fg by 
Chrilt , there toleave yon in your diamet caſe, andto dif 
quiet you no further, And what atv horrible depth of fpiri- 
tuall miſeryis this ; That you runne. furtouſly towards the 
pit of hell, and muſt have no body to ſtay you ;-not a man to 
call and cry unto.yaw/, to ttllyon ; that thefrery Lake is alit- 
tle before you? | ve3227 rior ot verie 
h wee have thus much fight from the oaturall pro- 
perties of Dogs and Swine,to deſcric and delineate chole fel- 
lowgs,to whom, by Chriſts commandement, Pearles and ho- 
ly things, adtrjenitions and reproofes arenar to bewbuchſa» 
ted ;y<t Chriftians are ſore troubled many times how to be- 
have themſelyes, when eo ſpeake, when to-hold their prace, 
whom to repute Dogs and Swine, whom not ; when-upon 
ſore pnevordable neceffitic, or by the exigencie of their Cal- 
ling, they are uowillingly , . and; vnawares phingediinro the 


company of prophanc wretches, whoſe ordinaryratkeis the 


langgagt of Hell ; oathes, ſcurrill jeſts, arms; worn 
converſation of theSaints,flandering men,diſgracing the 
waies of fincerity,and ſuch other baſe,and Bedlam diſcourſe. 
But | doe not ſee, How any conſtant. rules , of immutable 
direion canbe given for Chriſtian carriage in this caſe ;'1t 
is ſo variable, and claathed with fach vyarieric of cicchanſtan- 
ces, and conſtancy of alterations. :The advice-which'T would 
give in this point to the Chriſtian, is chisz when/hes per- 
plext, what to doc in this cogrlemengh phane-coupany; 
let him conſule with chaſe. boſ tours, looke afito 
bis pirituall wiſedeme; to his heart; and ri his conſcience, 
Theſe muſt be his guides, avd mfonnersindhgſocaſess 6 
I 3 cy 
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they #re counfUlors ever at hand, he carries the in his boſome. 
1. His fpirituall wiſedome is toguide him 11a right a 
prehenfion and diſcrerion of circumſtances, and to definet 
op tle ' 1d ſeaſohableneſle, when hee is th —_—, 
Ky Prove wonder inn oppoſeragainſt their 'furious and rot- 
een ſpeeches. Tt maſt tell hin ſecretly, and ſuggeſt unto him, 
whenthecauſe of God, or the innocencie of a'good man 
calls ſpecially npon him foran apologie, and at what time he 
hath acalting chereuvts,”iIt'muſt informe him how hee muſt 
reprovve':: whether dize ly and downe-right, or by intima- 
tion, and indirely x whether perſonally, or in the generall;; 
whether in a faire. and milder (manner , or with a more bold 
and refolute ſpirit ;- whether preſenity upon it, -and in hat 
blood , as it were, or afterwardtotake occaſion to'cenſure 
the ſame ſinne, with aggravations of the odionſneſſe anddam- 
nation of it ; whether only by diſconntenance, or diſcontſe ; 
by afilent diſapplaafe, which Ithinke, may bee ſufficient for 
ſome men,at fome times, in fome:companies;or with ſolkgme 
proteſtation,anda profeſſed oppofitionand diflike, &c. ' 

3. Let him alfolooke to his heart « Tharhis | | 
ſpring not from any imperions' hamour of cenſuring ; and 
medling with bis brethren; from a proud veine of contra- 
diQting, and controlling others ; out of a Stoicaltſowteneſle, 
andcommanding {urlinefle ;' from.any purpofe to difgrace , 
and grieve the partie; from a forall aff:&ion of" Phariſai- 
call ſeverity ; from a ſecret ambitious deſire of purchaſing an 
opinion and reputation of forwardnefle ,' by being forward 
in finding faults; or from any otherby-reſpeR t but from an 
hearternely bumbled with fight and ſenſe of its owne nfic- 
mities, zealouſly: chankcfull unto God for preſerving him 
from the like outrage; and exceſle in finne; graciouſly reſol- 
ved into compaſſion and commiſeration of the offender ; 
lifted up in a ſecret ſupplication for the pardan of its owne 
finne, ſucceſſe of the reproofe, and falvation of the pattie all 
atonce untp the Throne of Grace, &c- ; Mzrl © 

. His conſcience muſt guide, and. hold him in the right 
path, and golden. meane berweenc two extreames , _ 
(0) 


comfortable walking with God. 


ordinarily i in thels caſes men are very apt to incurre 2.1 meane, 
faint-hearted lence, and furious zeale. 

. I. Mcn many times, D_ of a ſanfull irreſolutian, 
and unchriſtian cowardlineſe, would TE ſach 
offenders ,, Dogs and Swine; that th hey might chal- 
lenge the privilege of exemption from the dif e of that 
Chriſtian, datie of ceproofe. Th their earesbee filled 
urqare _ and a - g—_ —has that are _ 
e an upon wit elefle raylin 
Fan >, TE = _—_—_ 
never open, their mputh ; as though there could bee any no- 

bler objeR, or excrciſc of theirbeſt eloquence, and greateſt 
courage, then the juſt defence of Gods glory, and is 
acency, Oh 1 theſe ace. vile cow in.good cauſes, and 
of traitors to the {hate of Chriſtiani angie By al 
ce, they labour to purchaſe aname © 
other mens matters , ——_ cifull men to hoe PR 
firmities ; of plauſible companions ; of wiſcr and more mo- 
derate Chriſtians, Butler them know, that ſuch No-medling 
is a kinde of ſoule-mythering; ſuch mercifulneſls js cruelcie; 
ſuch plauſibleneſſe is pernicious, fach' wiſcdome is not that of 
the Scripture commended by Chriſt; bue the wiyoc of 
that red Dragon, ſuggeſted by Hell. . 
Nay, ſome men areſo; Rrngdly fo 
they can heare, and digeſt 
oathesand rotten ſpeeches of their lervaats, 
their ® ſennes, withoutany contradiftion, or _— In a Audit Glios blaf- 


their owne familics, ſome, Pry. ſ GY others calle fil- Pocmaeev.s par 


thily, ſome raile againſt "I Minift jeſt upoathe ftiave, quod Rex 
Finnie of the an Key 206 yet re wicked Gormnae - = 
ayesnevera word, But in this my my purpot 18 PLÞich> poruir © ſuſtiners, 
pally co counſell Chriſtians ;' I meddle nat. at this time With eric blaphenyen 
ſuch Synagogues « of Satan, andd f Atheiſts, = ie nm dk, 
2. Some others jr may any my eſa; ; Ma» pr aa ca. 
, oro runno into the My andoutgtalpintu- 5 Px 1244 


eb ag nt Raſhes hate 


— — D_— 


120 


Generall direttions for a 


_————_ 


of ſome deſperate Swaggerer, with an undigeſted andunſez 


ſonable reproofe : whereby they both incurre the guilt of 
giving an holy thing unto- a Dog , and unnecelary danger 
from the graccleſſe furie of the Partic. Or elſe for want of 
{pirituall wiſedome, and an holy diſcretion of circamſtances; 
they may tender an admonition to ſome ſuch-contempruous 
ſwiniſh wretch, which will paſſe over, and put by the preci- 
ous ſeverity of the Word of Trath with aſcutrill jeſt; or 
with a dull,and ſcornefull ſottiſhnefle trample underfpor that 
ſacred Pearle, ON TO SHER IORND. eG IN Re 
Thoughit be no conſtant charaRter of Dogs and Swine, 
yet commonly thoſe deſperate wretches,to whom by Chriſts' 
commandement,we malt give no holy things,are fellowes of 
Cogged, fowre, and'centratedconntenances, eſpecially tg- 
wards trae Chriſtians ; and haycikinde of deſperate arid 


neffe imprefſedupon their'forcheads, which 1s then molfyi2 


ſible , when they are croſt in their villanies, and heare of any 
contradition , or condemnation of their graceleſſe courſes 
and contemptuous _—_ And thoſe Swimfh Cadarens, 
before whom we'muſt caſt ho Pearles, ate fellowes of a flecs 
ring,gibing and feornefhll tarridze , efptcially towards good 
men, and godly exerciſes : they are ſo drowned in ſenſualitic, 
and glued to the carth ; that they doe net onely deſpiſe , bur 
alfodetide the precious things of Heaven, As Trake it, ſen- 
foalitie; and earthlymindednaF; , mingled with a great deale 
of Atheilime;begetteth'in men this {ottiſh fviniſhneſls, ad 
brutiſh contempt of the bleffings of Grace,and direQtions to 
everlaſting bliſic. | | 

' Theſe premonitions and cautionspremiſed, andobſerved, 
every Chiftatought'to addieffe brſhe with refolarion, 
and confeietice & > this Chriſtian'turie of reproo- 
ving,, when a juft occaſton and a calling 'thereunto doe re- 
quire and cxachit athis hands, For thefercaſons : | 


, Firſt, jnreſpe& of the partic offend 


"x," A'ſexfonablereproofe; min od if jv FF 


ſite invocttion and compaſiÞn, iy, by the ble np of 


; bee an occafion of conyerfion'to the offender. = 
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let him know, that hee which converreth the ſinner from the 


errour of his way , ſhall ſave a ſonle from death , and ſpall bid 05500 


a mwltitude of his fines, And it is the moſt glorious worke in 
the World, and thenobleſt imployment under the Sunne, to 
have an hand in the holy buſinefſe of faving a ſoule. ; Ler 
hope thenof doing ſpirituall good to'thy brothers fonle, bee 
the ſpeciall aime, and a principall mative of performing this 
dutie. There jsa Law, Exod. 23. 4, $. that if a man meete 
his enemies Oxe, or Aﬀe, going aſtray, .he:touſt bringhim a+ 
gaine : If he ſec his enemies Afle-lyingundeo hisbarden; che 
awſt helpe him upagaine': How mneh-mare-tedrgandpre» 
cious-in our eyes ſhould the immortall ſovle of ofir Brother 
be, then the Aﬀe of our enenme?- If we muſt turne backe the 
ſtraying Oxe of our enemy , and lift uphis Afe when he 
is «uſht under his burden ; with what cagerneflei dif zeale 
eught we to labour,to ſtop'the fliriouscourſe ofa reafonable 
creature. towards the pit of Hell ; -and to put our helping 
hand to raiſe up that filly ſoule, which by reaſon of thaheavy 
weight of its ſinne, is full ſorely bruiſed and bleeding, read 
even to breathe out:it laſt , and ſinke intothe miferp.of: end? 
lefſehorrour ? Speake thenbaldly in the cariſe bt Gold) when 
thou heareſt thy brother. blaſphetne his Name , jeſt with his 
Word, talke filthily , raile againſt holineſſe , flander good 
men, plcade for prophane paſtimes;'&«. farthey weq many 
mortall ſtabsinto his ownepooreſouls;; beſides thenaturgl 
infeQiouſneſfe .of rotteq: ſpeeches ; which: may» dot! minch 
miſchicfe to the ſtanders by. Though thy reproote pt&yaile 
not atthe preſent ; yet thou knoweſt not what inapreſſion 
and working it may lave afterward upon his:hard hewr, 
—_—_— hermay happily thinkeiupon a vew- colutle; 
uid of converſion to-God; and fotbou bea bleſiedanfiroeat 
of ſaving a ſoule, 017: oofs O97; 
2, But if it have not ſohappy a -ſuccefſe upon his ſaple, 

yet it may be, thou mayeſtthereby tame and take dowugſhis 
mſolency ; ſo aut fris.combe' by x:{caſonable: condition, 
thar hee doe not carry it away. bravely; .4@.coole and gony 
found his ſwaggering humour, that he doenot glosie in his 


villa« - 
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villany, that he doe not pride himſelte in his blaſphemies, and 
bloody oathes, in his contempt of Grace , and other ontragi= 
ous carriages , Anſwer a foole, faith Salomon, according to buy 
Feor-a6's- fooliſmeſſe, leſt he be wiſe tn bis owne conceit ; leſt hee bee too 
proud. If a deſp:rate and prophane wretch will needs fweare, 
and ſwagger, and raile againſt the ſervants and ſervices of 
God yet let him know, that all the while, hee fights againſt 
God, dammes his owne ſoule, and pleaſes none but Devills, 
| mT deviliſh us If hee = — to bee 
famoab, by a fariouspppofition tothe Miiſtery; arid wayes 
£ of God 5 'tethim $now;. that his name ſhall; rot after Him as 
vildy , as his carkeiſe ihthe grave, and bimſelfe burne in Hell 
everlaſtingly ; if. hee hold'ot1in that humour without cimely 
repentance and reformation. | > ->446 
3. Thirdly; at'theleaſt , thou ſhouideſt thereby increaſe, 
and aggravate his inexcuſcableneſſe, and foglorifie the Tri- 
bunall of Gods Iuſtice ; when it ſhall there appeare, thatbe- 
hy ſides many other meanes offorded, and affered unto him by 
— Gods mercies; thou alſo diddeſt lend him thine hand, to 
have pald him our of the fire,and gavelt him one call to have 
ſtayed him in the furiousand wilfall purſait of his ownedam- 
mation. Bat becaaſe hee ſtill hated to bee reformed ; becauſe 
varietic of meanes for hisamendment, made him more mali- 
cious , and ebſtinate in his owne waies ; and thatcoutradis 
Aion, and conaſell: tothe contrary inflamed, , and ſet ao fire 
the laſtfail vicieuſneſſe of his corrupt nature:, to hunt more 
greedily after forbidden pleaſures ; therefore I fay,he will be 
more and more fearefully aſhamed, and confounded at that 
great and fearefull Day : and the moe occaſions hee hath had 
of his converſion, che juſter cauſe then will he ſce of his do- 
ſerved confuſion z and by conſequent more glory will accrew 
unto the glorious Tribunall of Gods Iuſtice, - | 
Secondly, in {ach caſes the Chriſtian muſt ſpeake in reſpeR 
of himſclfe Ws \ Bi} 2012 | 
'.4%- When the aire is impoyſoned with any infeRious. va- 
pour/men uſe to-fill their ſenſe with ſome» Pomander, or 0+ 
ther ſ\weete perfume, that ſo they may r———_" 


_ comfortable walking with God, | > 0 A 
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nefle of the ſmell, and repell the contagions infinuation : ſo 
when any prophane wretch hath let fall any rotten ſpeech, 
the Chriſtian witha preſent counter-poyſon, as it were, of a 
ſeaſonable reproofe, ſhonld ſtop his owne apprehenſion, left 
any: baſer infeion infinuate , and ſaine the, ſoule; and to 
_ in heartandlife, a freſh and ſtrong oppoſition of the 
cart and affections to all ſuch lewdnefle and ſeurrility; - + 

2. Silence at ſuch a time will ſeeme to bewray exher thy 
cowardlineſſe in the cauſe of God ; or hypocriſie 'in thy pro» 
feſlion. For it will ſeeme ſtrange, that thou which makeſt 
ſhew of ſtanding on the Lords le; and profeſſeſt thy ſelfe to 
bee a party in that glorious Communion of Saints, ſhouldeſt 
heare thename of God pro in a baſe and blaſphemous 
manner, and the inmocency ſometimes of a gaod man carried 
in triumphby the landerous tongues of wretches, and tram- 
pled upon, as it were, even unto duſt ; by the feete of pride 
and malice ; and yet never open thy mouth. As thou there- 
fore deſireſt to preſerve the of thy Chriſtian reputation 
, entire and ſhining, and holdit thy crowne and honor tobee 
Champion unto the mighty Lord of heaven, a ProRor in his 
. Spirituall Cauſes , and the ProteRor of the good names of 
good men ; bee ever ready to open thy mouth when a juſt 
pologie in any of theſe reſpeRs is ncedfull and required at 

y hands. ' 


F If thy conſcience bee inlightened, awake, tender, and 
rightly informend, it will ſmite, and checke thee after the o- 
miſſion of ſuch a duty ; when afterwards thou conſidereſt 
with thy ſelfe,that by thy cowardly and unſeaſomable filence, 
thy ſoule is en in the guiltineſſe , and hath mcurcedan 
accountableneſſe for that finne. As thouthen wouldeſt _ 
all in quiet at home in thine owne boſome , and ſtill poflelſe 
the paradiſe of a peaceful heart, ſuffer not blaſphemies , ob- 
ſcenities, raylings , and other ſuch ribald,.. and rotten talke 
paſſe uncenſured, and unſorrowed for. Nay , and in ſo do- 
ing, beſides the anvaluable comfort of a peaceful conſcience, 
thou ſhalt alſo purchaſe unto thine heart a ſound teſtimony 


of that gracious tendere heartedneſle , Which is wong © thee 
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and reſolve the hearts of Gods children into compaſſionand 
commileration in ſuch caſes: and which they aſe to expreſle, 
and exerciſe even towards the lewdelſt wretches, and ſuch as 
havenopitty upon the ſpiritaall miferies of their own poore 
'and wofull ſoales. Sec r Sam. 15. 35.and 16. 1, erm. 9. 1, 
Phil. 3.18,19. 2 Cor. 12.21, Luke 19. 41,42, &c. It was 
the dogged, and damned voyce of crue!l andturſed Cam, to 
fay, Am I my brothers keeper ? Bur every true md'tender- 
hearted Chriſtian doth grieve to ſee ſo manyof his brethren 
Nticke faRt'in the ditches of that roaring Lyon, and beeweene 
the tecth of that Red Dragon ; and therefore labours by all 
meanes he can', to reſcue them ; to ſee fo many about him 
ranne as faſt and furiovily as they can, todrowne themſelves 
in the'pit'of endlefle perdirion ; | and therefore as occaſion 
ſerves, calles and cryes unto themto ſtay their courſe, before 
the helliſh Gulfe of confuſion and horrour hath (hat her 
mouth upon them, 

Thirdly, in reſpe& of thoſe which bepreſent : 

1. By thy ſpeaking in fucha caſe, thop maycſt Jay , as it 
were, the ſpirit of prophaneneſſle for that time; ſo that it doe 
not rage, and over-rule in the reſt,as otherwiſe it would. For 
wee may ſometimes obſerve , thata ſcaſonable repragfe paſ< 
ſing from a man'of underſtanding with refolution and an- 
thoritie, upon a fellow that ſo behaves himſelfe , as though 
ſwearing were his profcfſion, and rraducing the Saints, his 
Trade , doth ſo quell and confound the ſwaggering humour 
of the reſt of the ſame crue in the company , that they are 

ice put ont of their hamonr , as they ſay , perhaps hang 
> nd. their heads all the while, and thinke in their hearrs, if 
once they get out, they will come no more amonglt ſich pre- 
cife fellowes which cannot abide an oath ; or where they 
cannot have their fling and force in their prophane villanies 
and curſed revelling; 

2, Thon mayelt hereby hold in the weake , thatthey beo 
not ſcandalized. Ti 

3: Thou mayeſt hold up the hearts of ſtronger Chriſti- 
| as, that they be not grieved and caſt downe with the do- 
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mincering of prophanenefle, and ont-{waggering rage of $a- 
tans Revellers. 

Fourthly, in reſpeR of God Himſelfe + 

7. That though the dayes wherein welive, bee ſtrangely 
prophane, and deſperately naught ; and this old age of the 
world is peſtred with all the pollutions, and abominations, 
which the courſe and current of all former ages have conyei- 
edand carryed into it;though iniquitie mightily abound with 
machtyranny and triumph , and fearcfully prevaile in all pla- 
ces; yct i ſay, that it may appeare, that God hath ſome to 
ſpeake for Hime That though Satan, more is the pittie, hath 
innumerable {warmes of knights of the Poſt , as they fay, 
thatare ready at a becke to doe him any deſperate ſervice; 
yet, notwithſtanding here and there God hath a Champion, 
who fearelcſſe of the face of man , dare with an undaunted 
and holy reſolution, defend His wayes, and ſtand on His 
ſide. 

2. But above all, let that ſtri& charge fr6m Gods owne 
mouth,(# Levit, 19.17. Thos ſhalt not hate thy brother in thins « Terwl. hunc lo- 
heart : thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebake thy neighbonr, and not ſuffer — JL... = 
fonne mpon him : ) fright and fire every oneof us out of our terns, Tudzis hic 
finnefull filence and cowardlineſſe this way, and keene us oe Fran 
with reſolution and forwardneffe, to a ſcaſpnable diſcharge zs- 
of this holy duty, + 

Take notice of a three-fold duty, which lyes upon every 
Chriſtian in his carriage towards men in their nal and 
before their faces: 1. Chriſtian admonition : 2 Chriſtian 
= : 3- Chriſtian filence, and forbearance in ſuch 
caſes. 

1. If abrother bee overtaken with a fault, or ſome lefle 
offence, we are to admoniſh him in the ſpirit of meekeneſle, 


b Gal.6.1 . $ Non agir ib de 

2: If hee offend more grieyouſly, wee are freely to re- | 1 mn 
proove him ; and not to ſuffer finne to reſt upon him, dun, fed defra- 
[ . 19 17 * tr:bus, Mars. mc. 


19 2 Sam, . 


3. If heebe a ſonne of Pehial, a ſcoffing Gmacl, a dog; 
or aſwine ; wee are commanded by Chriſt to —__ 
Math. 
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AHMatth. 7.6. Neither private admonition, norbrotherly re- 


proofe is to be vouchſafed to[deſperate ſinners or prophanc 
Rutfians , who would entertaine it with cruelty or ſcur- 
rility. 

I 1. Obſervea ſlanRifed filence ; from 

1. Raſhcenſuring, which is ſeverely cenſured by Chriſt 
Himſelfe, and ſet ata viſible Brand upon the face of the Hye 
pocrite. Let iteverbe onely the peeviſh property of thoſe 
who are naught, and moſt obnoxious themſclves ; of Pha- 
riſes and falſc-hearts, to bee the greateſt finde-faults ; unchae 
ritably to entertaine cauſleſſc Fo uns , and to paſſe raſh 
cenſures againſt thoſe, who are farrebetrer then themſelves, 
W hich they will ordinarily doe: becauſe, 

I. They were never truely hambled with ſight and ſenſe 
of their owne ſinnefull and accurſed ſtate, They never trem- 
bled, nor werethorowly frighted with the wrathfull coun- 
tenance of God, for their inoite pollutions and provocati- 
ons of the eyes bf his glory. Their conſciences were never 
awaked out of their dead ſenſaall Nleepe, by the Trumpet 
of the Law, nor received any ſpeciall and particular illumi- 
nation from the ſanQifying Spirit. In a word, they have no 
terrour, no trouble, no worke or buſineſſe at home abour 
cheir owne finnes, in their owne conſciences, and therefore 
they have leaſure enough to looks about them, and are full 
enopgh of ſinfull curioſity, and unneceſſary medling, to pry 
and enquire into other mens courſes and carriages ; of malice 
and ſpitcfulneſſe, to miſtake and mifinterpret ; of pride and 
peremptorineſlſe, to proclaime many times with great noiſe, 
and ſelfe-applauſe, their owne idle malignant forgeries and 
fancies, for faults of thoſe, who arc much more righteous then 
they, When they looke forward, or any wayes about them, 
they are very ſharpe-ſighted into the faſhions and failings 
of others ; moſt exaR in obſerving their neighbours wayes ; 
Eagle-eyed, to pierce beyond the Moone ; to ſpye the leaſt 
moatein the Sunne, I mcane,the ſmalleſt infirmity in the moſt 
glorious Saint ; Nay, they are of ſucha refined and ſubliuma» 
ted eye-ſight, that they can diſcerne ſome errours and exor- 
birancies, 
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bitances , eſpecially in Profefſours of Religion, which never 
had any exiſtence. But when they ſhould refle& upon them» 
ſelves, andturne their eyes to contemplate and conſider their 
owne corruptions, therelycs a great beame of hypocrifie be« 
eweene thm. and themſelves; ſo that they caunor poſſibly 
ſec ſo much,as thoſe huge mountaines of many crying ſinnes, 
which full heavily preſſe downetheir owne ſoules towards 
hell ; thoſe unnumbred ſwarmes of beaſily luſts, which rage 
remorficfly within their owne boſomes, 

2.. Itisa point of their hypocritical policie,cunningly,and 
confidently to impute thole ſlams = others, _—_— 
grofſcly predominant in themſelves ; thar thereby they might 
purchaſe an opinion of a ſuppoſed innocency , and freedome 
from the like faulrs. For when they cry out with great 
noiſe and clamour upon orher men , they thinke they ſtill the 
cry, and ſtopthe mouth of their owne ſinnes; and labour to 
faſten a perſwaſion upon their owne hearts , that ſithrhey, 
with ſuch confident, ard bold faces reproove and cen» 
ſure others, others will not, our of the congruity of a chari- 
table ingenuouſnefle thinke them ſo ſhameleſe, as to be jult- 
ly liable to the ſame impurations : except ſome few wiſer, 


and more judicious Chriſtians, who arc able by ſpirituall * 


expcrience, to diſcover the depths and myſteries of their 
hypocriſie ; and for ſach they carenot much :. for in point 
of reputation, they relye moſt upon the common ſort , and 
greater part. 

3- It 15 thenaturall humour of an hypocrite, to be ſuper» 
cilious and cenſorious. Pride is no where more naturally 
bred, ſo proudly ſcated,and highly enthroned, asin his hearr. 
Ard therefore it is his common-praQtiſe to haunt after eſti» 
mation, by diſgracing and diſabling others, Sith hee wants 
worth in himſelfe, hee labours to ſhine by darkening others, 
miſconcciving that every detration from other mens repu- 
tations, 15 an addition to his owne. 

4+ They hold it a pointand proofe of forwardneſſe, tobe 
forward in finding faults. As though the flame of an holy 
zcalo were enkindled in any mans heart, onely to give him 


lighr,. 
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light, for the diſcovery of other mens ſinnes, and not as a {a> 
cred fire, to burne up the noyſome luſts which boyle in his 
owne breſt. q” 

Thus,andupon ſach grounds as theſe, it is the hatefull pro» 
pertie of Hypocrires and ſelfe-gmiltie ones ; and a common 
marke of their cruell ſeyeritic , to wade deepely into the 
ſearch and cenſure of other mens wayes , and to gore very 
bloodily into the conſciences of others , whereas they never 
purged their owne. Bur true zeale ever caſts the firſt at 
a mans ſelfe, and pluckes the beame or of his owne eye, that 
he may better diſcerne and draw the mote out of anothers 
eye: I meane, a fincere heart is ever moſt cenforious and 
ſevereagainſt it ſelfe;moſt ſearching into, and ſenſible of its 
owne ſinnes; prying with ſpeciall curiofitic and inqunfirive- 
nefſe, intothe endlefſe maze of its owne wicked windings 
and depths of guile, Though it heartily and unfainedly deteſt 
all ſinne in whomſoever; yet its owne iniquities and pollu- 
tions ſticke cloſeſt, andgo necreſt, and beget in it a more'par- 
ticularaad extraordinary impreſſion of remorſe and loathing. 
The reaſon is, ithath traely taſted the terrours of a wounded 
conſcience, beene ſcorched with the ſecret ſenſe of Godsane 
gry face, and formerly full ſorely cruſht under the moſt grie- 
vous burthen of innumerable ſinnes. It knowes right well, 
by wofull experience, what birterneſſe of fpirit, and anguiſh 
of ſoule ſprings naturally from the retyred ſtrvey of fcanda- 
lous tranſgreſſions in cold blood, It feeles from time to time, 
deadnefle of heart, leflening of graces, lofſe of comfort to cn- 
ſue upon every grofle relapſe, or willing fall. It finds too 
oftcn, to its muchgriefe, that if it foſter and nuzzle in it 
ſelfe any ſenſuall corruption or ſecret laſt , the Lord will 
not heare its prayers. It is full well acquainted with the 
unvaluable prectouſnefſe of a peacefull conſcience and Gods 


favourable countenance , which it cannot poſſibly enjoy , if 


It lic delightfully in any one finne againſt its knowledge, &c- 
This being the experience , exercife , and conſtitution of an 
upright heart ; it is moſt angry and diſpleaſed with , moſt 
Eagle-cyd: and watchfull over, moſt ſtri& and ſevere againſt 

its 
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its owne fines. Which home-imptoyment y hinders 


and moderates a man from too much ling abroad. 
This world of worke within , about his owne ſoule, in 
diſcovering , oppoſing , and mortifying his owne unruly 
laſts and rebellions, ties his tongue from being ſo bufie in 
cenſuring other mens faults. As therefore thou wouldeſt 
have a true teſtimonic of raking thine owne ſinnes to heart, 
and of having beene ſincerely humbled under Gods migh- 
tie hand thy ſelfe , keepe a conſtant and narrow watch over 
thy tongue : be very ſparing in ſpeaking the evilf which thou 


knoweſt by.others : jadge nomanraſhly,ont of ſpleene, tnx. Noli efſe aliene 


vit2 aut temerart- 


mour, paſſion, pride, prejudice, Pharifaiſme, &e. or of his us judex,aut cart 
finall ſtate, For all ſound Converts and truely mortified men Ju ©*P19r907, 


defireand labour to be yery charitable , mercifall and fraſo- 
nable in their cenſures. Conſciouſnefle of their owne cor- 
_— , makes them compaſſionate towards others in this 
inde, a 

Objeft, Yea, but will ſome fay, howſoever you putit up- 
on prophane men and hypocrites; yet it is well knowne, 
your Profeffours are the onely ſhrewd cenſures, very fight- 
full, and ſevere abcut other mens faults, and are ſtill ready 


upon all occafions, by their petemptory jucging, to ſend all 
t 


others unto hell ſave themſelves,and thoſe of their owne ſeR, 


as they ſpeake : ( And fo was the way to heaven ſtiled many 48s 28. 22. 


a yecreagoc.) 

eAnſwer, This 1 , ls many times the tmans 
cenſure of the true Griſt, and therein ami hims 
ſelfe to bee a true hypocrite : for with mach bitterneſſe and 
malice hee cenſures fincere-hearted men , to be cenforions, 
when himſelfe is the onely unconſcionable Criticke and cet- 
ſurer, Hee reprooves Gods faithfult Ones oc tepioving, 
when himſelfe full often amongſt his companions, out of 1 
pang of. imperious choler , and implacable hatred to hoſi- 


ncfl>, condemnes for counterfeits, without all groand,' or 
truth, thoſe whom the Lord hjmſelfe juſtifies fot rritb- 
hearted Nathaneelr, and piles ſentence of griltinefe aid 


grofle hypocrifie, after they be caſt by a jury of Ate-knights, 
 - upon 
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——* uponthoſe, whom the Higheſt Tribunall doth mercifully 
acquite 
To ilighten a little, and reRifie thy judgement in this 
point of private judging ; conceive with me: 

1. Firſt, that all judging and cenſaring is not cenſarable 
condemned; But that when a man with an evill minde 
jadgeth amiſle and uncharitably of others for ſome evill 
end. We may judge the tree by his fruit. If we ſeea fellow 
conſtant and incorrigible in his lewdrebellious courſes, evi- 
dently infamons for rotten fruits, hanging out in the open 
{ght of the Sunne ; as drunkenneſle, ſwearing, uſary, whore- 
dome, perſccuting the power of godlineſle, —_—— 
on, unrighteous dealing , &c, Wee may, leaving his finall 
doometo the Scarcher of all hearts, judge and cenfurehim 
for the preſent to be Gods enemy , and'in a moſt wretched 

4 Giriftindeing uhe Eſtate. But in ſuch caſes, beſides juſt cauſe, be ſureof a war- 
Phonics bot fo rantable calling , conſcionable * end ,, and no beame inthine 
life end dofrime, + b 

called them Hype. OWNE © CYC. be, 

evites , for canim 2, Secondly , let us take notice of ſome: differences be- 


a Gees tweene the truc Profeſſors, and prophane mans cenſuring, 
a differs, inreſpe, 

for adwention 1+ Of the Obie. The principall zime and ebie& of 

ovbery,  Cynallmenscruell diſconceits, and bitrereſt cenſares, is the 

b Mazh.ys, Zcalous Profefiour. Dogged they are enough many times 

amongſt themſelves, about worldly affaires, and maliciouſly 

inter- teare one another like wild beaſts ; mutualb brawlings 

aboutearthly things, wrongs, encrochments, underminings, 

coozcning , over-reaching , ambitious contentions, &c. fill 

their hearts with much gall and greedineſte of revenge, their 

mouthes with- mutuall barking at and byring one another, 

But to the people of God, in their Bedlam fies, they are not 

onely Dogs,but even enraged Divels, and ſwell with the very 

venome of Hell, the overflowing whereof doth drowne all 

| y0un diſcords. Herod and Pilate ed themſelves before 

tke two apgry Maſtives one againſt another ; but when op- 

portupitic wasoffertd, they purſued Chriſt with reconcited 

malicc,and united forces, Put ap-an Hare before two Grey- 

hounds 
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hounds ſnarling aboat a bone, and they will both doggedly 
concurre in the purſuite of that harmeleſſe beaſt, It isJuſt ſo 
with gracdeſle men againſt Gods Child: and ever the more 
forwardhee is in the #«rrow way, the more furiouſly is hee 
perſecuted by the ſpite of tongaes. The molt reſolute for 
Gods glory, and in good cauſes, is ordinarily moſt rayled 
againſt, and reviled, The foule ſpirit of good-fellowſhip,as 
they call it, is ſtill foaming out againſt Geds chiefeſt Favou- 
rites, the fouleſt cenſures:; That they are hypocrites, humo. 
riſts,faRioniſts, traitors,peſtilent fellowes,andall that naught 
is. David was ſocharged by Saul and his Courtiers : Jeremy 
by the prophane Nebles : the lewer by Hamman : Nay, 
Chriſt himſelfeby the Soribes and Phariſes : Pant by Ter- 
tulay : the Primitive Chriſtians by the Hearhens : and all that 
will live godlily in Chriſt Ieſus, muſt looke for the ſame por- 
tion, the ſame perſecution amongſt the menof this world ; 
even to be moſt vile, andcontemptible in their conceits and 
conftru&ion. There is-nocreature that ever Ged made, not 
Satan himlelfe excepted, which-is more malicioufly ſet againft 
and cenſured, then good men, Neither ſhould any have fo 
bad a name as they, coald the helliſh miſts of viraleve 
tongues obſcure and ſtaine the glory of their reputation. If 
ſentence ſhould paſſe upon the godly at that laſt and grgge 
Day, according to the verdit of them that are not friends 
or parties, wee ſhould certainely all bee caſt and condem- 
ned, nota man freed and acquir, Burt blefled be God, the 
Searcher of all hearts, the Almighty ProteRtour of all in» 
nocency, who to the ſhame and confuſien of all fpirefull 
oppoſites, will witneſſe for us at that higheſt Tribunall ; and 
then at the fartheſt before men and Angels, will bring forth 
owr righteonſuefſe as the light, and our judgements 4s the 
—_—_ 0 gr dying => Segura ton 
Behold my that the eA y will witnaſſe for mee: 
though Ye twin hows write 4 books againff mee, 
&c. Andinthis itching humour of miſ-cenſuring the ſer- 
vantsof God, the wicked are ſo wilfull and eager , that 
rather then they will want __ they will mot baſh 
p 
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aidurnworthily ſnatched from the invenomed tongue of 
Tale-bearer ; from the flanderous folly of ſome ſcorrll Teſter, 
the frothy raving of a greaſie dronken Ale-houſe haunter, 
nay ratherehen faile, forge it our of # ſuſpicions ſelfe-pnilti- 
nefle in their owne prophane fancies, and ſuck it, as they ſay, 
out of their owne fingers, But let them know, that when a 
fon of Belialcenſures a fincere Profeſſor,it is as if the darkeſt 
nooke in Hell ſhoald find fault with the Moone, that preat 
Light of Heaven, for thoſclittle ſpots in her face, whereas 
otherwiſe ſhee is a faire and goodly creature : as if the moſt 
loathſome dunghill ſhoald challenge the faireſt garden for 
unſavourineſſe, beeanle there is here and there a weed amid(t 
variety of other fragant flowers : as if a worthlefſe lumpe of 
drofſe ſhonld cenſure an angel! of gold, for want of a graine” 
or two in weight : as if a fellowalmoft caren up with the 
* velut 6 aliquis filthy French diſeafe, * ſhould cy our of the er of a 
—_ - growing Agne in another. For in this caſe hze who as yet is 
Frmedicabili lan- nothing but an accurſed lampe of finne and laſt, damnation” 
| and hell, loades with cenſorious lyes that happy foule, which 
am negligat, cum 11 the fountamne of Chriſts merrcorious blood, 15 made farre 
entens b b whiter then the Snow in Sa/mon, and fairerthen the wooll 
corporis ſui parte Of the ſheepe comming up from wathing,though ſome ſpots 
No 44 15 and ſtaines of imfirmities and fralties cleaveumrtofr, while it 
24 inc42.7- Ae. yet dwels ina houſe of fleſh, and Tabernacle of clay. 
Butnow on the other fide, the ordinary objeR of the 
Chriſtians Cenſure, 15 according to Chriſts rule : thoſe trees 
which diſcover themſelves to beſtarke navght, by therotren 
fraits, which hayg upon thenyin the ſight of the Sunne. And 
yetthatalſomuſt be ſeaſoned with charity, diſcretion, ſeas 
ſonableneſſe, freedome from fpleene, humour, paſſion, per- 
ſonall hatred, infolency, orany other exorbitant diſternper, 
Thoſe profeſſoatsproove togoften, cicher utterly unſonnd, 
or not ſo thofowly tittnbled, who mmercifully inſatt either 
over the damrable eſtate of thoſe which are without, orun- 
charirably blaze abroad the infirmitics and fatlings of the 
brethren, whichthey ought to conceale ; and as the hand 
faſteneth aſalye upon any ſore part of the body,and then co- 
Vers 
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vers-it; f© to apply a plaiiter oft agentleayd mitde reproofe, 
that it may tecrerly hcale, and the world be never the wiſer 
Ordinarily, fo farre as forme menare fierce, boyſterous, and 
maſter-like in ſearching out, cenſurmg, and ſecret inſulting 
over the fals,, frailtics, diffcexence from them.in ſome indiffe. 
rentthings,of their fellpw-Chriltians ; fo mach. many times 
come they ſhort in mortification, holy wiſedome, humility, 
ſelfe deniall, faithfulnefle in their Callings, &c: and that of 
thoſe, perhaps, whom they ſo imperiouſly dulable and under- 
value. Commonly, too bulte-beodies-this. way ; are either 
dangerouſly proud,or finfully pohictke : proud, andtherefore 
endevour to raiſe their owne, upon the runes of other Chri- 
ſtians reputation, better then theaaſelves : : or politike ; for, 
themſelves being cenſurable for ſame grofler infirmities, or 
{candalons walking, they labour amawgly ww finde anfwers- 
ble errourgin motenoted Prot. flours, that themſelves may 
goe more unnoted. | 
2. In teſpe& of the order. The true Chriſtian evercaſts 
the firſt ſtone at himfelfe, and firſt; the beame out of his 
owneeye ; that is, begins with-himfelfe, ſearcheth his owne 
heart, rips up and ran{acks his owne | conſcience, cen(arts His 
owne wayes, condemnes and crucifies his owne corrupti-ns, 
and abandons all his knowne finnes ; and then hee may wgth 
4 more camfortable calling, « Aſatth.7.5. with more ſinceri- 
ty.and-{yccefſe cenſure © others. Burt bypoctires ; and thoſe 3 Non generaliter 
who hate to bee reformed, firlt begin with others, are moſt prob 
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prying into other mens carriages, peruſing other mens lives, "> << profes 
thirſtily hunting after, ho Lore heipe of many dog- ble ——"o 
ged ipies, and. fawning Spanicls, the fals and failes eſpect- 7; £4 en 
ally of Protciſars ; (for there is the kindly trivmph :)\ ever quum 8.g-riis a- 
tawpering-and medlng with their motes ; but have never 22 oent mnnne- 
any leaſure or pleaſure to looke into their owne rotten hearts, mis quibulque 


and rebellious courſes. The reafon of this difference may ©3522 E- 
bee this 3, Every godly many(together with the power "of nan. C ryeif tom. 
grace, puts on an; holy beſhtulncfſe, and wgenudus modeſty ; 4 07 
that hee would bee feuly aſhained, and eew/d' hot with any 

face charge others with thoſe crunes, which he ſhqyld low 
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im himſelfe, Bat hypocrites weare maskes, vizors and who- 
riſh foreheads ; they will hardly bluſh, or be aſhamed at any 
bealtly carriage , eſpecially bringing in pleaſure or profit ; 
much leffe for ſeeming holy by their ſtrineſſe and ſeverity 
againſt other mens taulrs, thoagh as full of lewdneſle and luft 
themſelves, as the skin will hold. How often may we heare 
imperious Phariſes mangle and martyr a good mans good 
name, for ſome leſſer infirmity, who never learnd to mourne 
for, or mortifie any one of thoſe many groſte corruptions, 
and ſccret villanies, which-reigne in themſelves. 

3. In reſpe& of the manner. Selfe-guilty Phariſes are 
woont peremptorily to paſſe their raſh cenſures upon the 
more righteous then themfelves, with much malice, pride, 
ſcomefulnefle, and prophane inſultation : but the ſeaſonable 
cenſures of truely humbled Chriſtians, ought ever <o bee 
mivgled with much mercifulocfſe, commiſeration, ſenſible» 
neſſe of their owne infirmities, and love. 

4- In reſpe& of evidence and truth, Prophane mens 
cenſurcs of Gods ſervants are many rimes not onely ground- 
lefſe, cauſtlefſe and falſe ; bur alſo- prodigiouſly abſurd, and 
utterly impoſſible, without any ſhadow or ſhow at all of 
likclihood. The enemics to Chriſts miniſtry confidently cen+ 
fuxcd him to have a Devill, in whom notwithſtanding the 
fulncſle of the God: head dwelt bodily. 7 ertwle judged Pam! 
to be a peſtilent fellow, when he was the moſt precious man 
upon carth. Eluah was accounted a troubler of Hrael ; who 
was in truth the very Charrers and horſemen of the ſame. 
The Princes ſuggeſtedro the King, that /eremy was a traitor 
to the State ; from which he was ſo farre, that he deſired his 
hcad to bee turned into waters, and his eyes into ſprings of 
tcares, that he might weepe day and night for the deſola- 
tions of it, Proportionable for monſtrouſneff: of falſhood, 
are many and many ccnſures paſſed npon Profeſſors at this 
day. Oppofitesto the power of godlinefte are ſo impudently 
perverſc, that they commonly cut conditions unto others,out 
of thecurſed corruptions of their owne rotten hearts. 

Bur no\y on the otherſide, Gods people muſtde very m_ 
q _ il 
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Full and tender, what conceits they entertaine, and what cer»- 
fares they paſſe upon others. They are bound by the Lawes 
of divine love, to conceive and ſpeake the beſt of everyone, 
nntill his words, ordinary carriage, open ant 
fruits of the fleſh, dearely convince the contrary; to conſtae 
and interpret all things in the berrer part, {o farre, as they 
may with a good conſcience, without prejudice to the truth, 
or impeachment of Gods glory. They ought to be ſo farre 
from greedy apprehenſion of imaginary matter, or violent 
wreſting of mens words,ations and behaviour to the worſt 
ſence ; that if matters be but probable , poyzed with equall 
circumſtances, and with even weightof reaſons interpretable - 
both wayes, they are ever to ſuffer their conceits and cen» 
ſures to be carried the more charitable way. They ought to 
be ſo farre from cenſuring others without , eruthand 
proofe; ( which is the ordinary praRiſe of moſt men ) that 
they ſhouldnever ſpeake the ill they too certainely know by 
their brethren, but with fearetulneſſe, as it were, and ſome 
kinde of enforcement. 

5. In reſpe& of the end, . The ends why Phariſes and 
Goodfellowes , as they call them, entertaine many ground- 
lefle diſconceits , and thereupon exerciſe ſuch cenſoriouſnefle 
againſt holy men, are ſach as theſe : A 

t. Tobinde up their bleeding ſoules in the meane time 
with a palliatecure , asthey call it; ro procure ſome tempo» 
rary caſe to their hearts,againſt the checks and bitings of their 
guiltie conſciences, For when conſideration in cold blood 
of their impenitent courſes, and of their certaine walking 
in the broad way, by reaſon of their owne ſenſuall liber- 
tie, and much company,doth ſting them with remorlte, they 
have recourſe to the ill opinions they have conceived of the 
beſtmen ; and thereupon thinke within themſelves,and take 
occaſion to ſay unto others ; W hat need we take theſe things 
ſo mach to heart, or trouble our theughts with necefitie of 
more ſtrifnefle ? Are not thoſe, who goe for the godlieſt, 
and are accounted the prime Profeflors, ſuch and fuch men? 
Have not they alſo their infirmities and follies , though 
K 4 they 
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they guild them over with goodly ſhowes , and pretence of 
zealc > Herenponthey ſomewhar aſſwage the ſecret ſhaviſh 
ſaart.of their now and then wounded confſciences, and walke 
tors merrily tawards their eremall perdicion, For a ſettled 
difebneeir of a (Chriſtian hacboorred and , applauded} is a 
ſtrongnaileto faſten an-unregenerate man to his owne waiee, 
andamighty barre to keepe him our of a gracions ſtate. Sen- 
ſualifts are ſo ſtrangely bewitched by Satan , that hee fiſt 
canſerh thear to forge in their owne braines, or take up from 
a ipitefull tongue; tome-lying tale of agood man, and then 
afrerinakes it his meanes to keepe them with ſecuritie and 
- contentment inthe kingdome of darkeneſle, and tor ſtand in 
everlaſting oppofition to the wayes of finceritic, and (alvati- 
on of their ſoles. | | ;t 

2. To make by anaffeed hberty and ſeveritic m cenſus» 
ring others,the maskes of their owne hypocriſie, l:fle mark- 
able. For by their fained rrinmphe, and impertous inſultati- 
ons in this kinde , eſpecially upon freſh newes of ſome Pro- 
fcſſours ſcandalous fall, they would have the by- ftanders to 
conceive, that /howſoever they beenot ſo preciſe and. for- 
ward, or make ſo great a ſhow as others ; yer they are fully 
as honeſt men as they, and may, perhaps, ſtep into heaven bee» 
tge them. ? | 

3. To: wreake their ſpice upon the children of Light ; 
who are ever eyc-{ores and heart-ſores to all forts of (inners, 
Hee, meaning the righteous man ( faith the Author of the 
Booke of W 1{dome,though Apccryphall,yer ancient)s grie- 
voi whto a, even to bebold : for bu life ts not like other nyens, 
bis wayes are of another faſhion. And it angers them at the ve- 
ry heart-root to conſider, that whereas, they hope, and bold 
themſelves ſufficiently qualified for Heaven ; yet the righte- 
ous mans forwardneſle, zcale and living of another faſhion, 
if irgenuouſnefle dilpell themilt of prejudice , clearely re- 
mon{trates to their owne conſciences , and proclaimes aloud 
to all ſpiritually underſtanding men , that in truth ,. and upon 
tryall, they are in the ſtate of wretchedneſſe, and of the fa- 
wily of Hell, Hereupon it is, that they labour might and 
maine, 
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maine, with many diſgracefulkcenſures, to-dimme the glory 
of his goodnefle } and, if it were poſſible, by publaſhing their 
owne malicious ſurmiſes, others.flanderous tales,qr ſpitcfully 
aggravated frailttcs, co pall him wcke, at leaſt yan opiniun. 
of their favourites, and dependants; tothe fame mealureot: 
imhrmiries, andpitch of impictie with themſelves. : 

But now the ends, which bumble Chriſtians propole un- 
to them(clves of jaſt diſlikes, and ſcaſonable cenfaures of wn+ 
ſanRified men, are briefly ſuch-avtheſe 2 2 (+ 5/1i 114: 19 
- I. To preſervetheir thoughts innocent from accefſarineſle 
toſinne , by a ſecret inviſible allowance of it mother men; 
and their tongues from cowardly filcnce,, when they havea: 
callt'g to difg:ace it. 5. not}; ol 

2, L {ta Knave goe for an honeſt man, andhypocrites: 

deceive truc-hearted Nathaneels, | | 

3. Leſt the poweroft Chriſtianitie , wherein Gods glory 

is highly intercfled, ſuff-r,and be undervalued. For inſtance : 
Thou heareſt ſomerimes a fellow norotioufly branded with 
ſome irifamons fine, yet ſo ſpoken of by ſome dawbers with 
untemperate morter , or at caſt by ignorant worldlings , as 
though his prefent condition were tolerable towards God, 
and hopcfull in reiſpeRof ſalvation, by reaſon of ſome other 
good parts,for which they praiſe him : In this caſe, if theun- 
deritanding Chriſtian hold his peace , the by-ſtanders may be 
{o farre ſcandalized and miſtaken ; as to conceive and colleR, 
that a man may lycina ſweer finne, and yet live in Gods fa- 
your; that the plcafures of the World , and peace of conſci- 
ence may confiit together, whichare as incompatible as Heas. 
ven and Hell. And why ſhould not that filence bee infull, 
which ſuffers an open knowne prophane man, to carry away 
the reputation of one in the right way ; ( if there be time and 
place for a feaſonable , wile and charitable contradition,) as 
well as that, which ſuff-rs one which is true of heart, to be 
charged with hypocriſic ? 

4-3. Secondly, be filent from flandering, backbiting, fal(c- 
acculing : Heere [ will ſay nothing of downe-right forging, 
and faltning a falſe crune: upon an innocent , which is = 
mo 
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moſt and , and other grofle kinds of this 
very prot : 7k is wa hoveſever to a carnall 
e lookingupon it, painted with the coloars of common- 
nefle, andſelfe-love,thorow the falſe glafle of theſe corrupr 
times, it appeares not ſo ougly. The very Caſaiſts and 
Schoolemen, none of the precrſeſt Divines,l am fure, doe de- 
ſervedly vilifie it with a brand of hainoaſneſle, farre above 
theft ; as they may well, both for a greater breach of love, 
preciouſneſſe of objeRt, uncomprehenſibleneſſe of lofle, dif- 
ficaltie of reſtitution , concurrence of many ſinnes , conſe- 
quence of much ill, &c.) I fay , I willbce heere filent of the 
ſorts of flander, becauſe of them, Gods children are 
or the moſt part more eaſily ſenſible , and ordinarily watch- 
full : but ler mee alittle adviſe and awake thee to further in- 
{peRion of the preſent point , leſt ſomerimes even in telling 
the truth, thou be intangled in the briars of this baſe ſinne,and 
juſtly incurre the fault of a falſe accuſer, which thou maiſt 
many waycs : ( For detraQtion, to ſpeake Logically,doth not 
formally confiſt in the diminution of the truth, bur in the de» 
nigration of a mans good name, ) 1. By —_—_— ſecret 
infirmities, which love, that covereth a multitude of finnes, 
would have concealed; It is abaſe ambition, and moſt un» 
worthy the noble magnanimity of a Chriſtian heart, to hunt 
aftcr, and purchaſe an opinion of precedency in graces, 
and zeale, by the diſgrace of another, perhaps every way, 
fave onely in the cenſurers owne over» weening concelt, bet- 
terand more worthy then himſelfe. When thou heareſt a 
man worthily magnified, for eminency of partsand fpiritu- 
all worth, be it farre from thee, or any that ever tooke ſinne 
truely ro heart, to come in witha But ; onely becauſe out of 
a pang, orrather predominancy of privy pride, thou woul- 
delt gladly bee noted for a None-ſwch , and paſſe for the 
matchlefſe Profeſſour. Let it everbe the property and veine 
of vaine glorious Phariſes, to raiſe their repatations, and 
ſometunes themſelves , but with execrable villany , apon 
the unaginary ruines of good mens innocencies ; and to 
hold cvery inſolent detraRtion from other mens ſutfici- 
encies, 
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encies, anaddition to their owne. 2. By drawing out of 

other mens words, aftions, and behaviours, opon the ſuſ- 

picious racke of a buſie wit, aimes, -inſinuations, and inten- 

tions, which the Authox never dreamed on ; andby fatheri 

upon them ſuch enforced ſiniſter ſenſes,and wreſted tecked 
conſtruftions, which an ingenuous impartiall rour 

could never poſſibly extraR. Ir is the cafieſt thing of a thou- 

ſand, for a malicious minde, to ſoile the glory of the bra« 

veſt and moſt beautifull aFions, with ill and wrong inter- 
pretations and ſurmiſes of By-cnds, (For the pride of a mans 

owne diſdaincfull nature, and the Devill himfelfe, are read 

Mid wives at ſach monſterous conceptions and baſtard 

births. ) There is ſome truth in that hyperbolicall ſpeech of 

him, who ſaid ; Let avy man preſent me with the moſt excet- 

lent and blam:leſſe ation, and | will oppoſe is with fifty vicious 

and bad intentions, all which ſhall 4 face of likelihood. 

Vpon this very point, en, luſti Te more 

upon policy than piety, eſpecially of private ſpkeene embirter 

their judiciary —— the party too often ſtrangely 

blinde che common eyes, doe a great drale of 

wrong. A wicked wit, and wide conſcience, mounted on 

horſebacke amongſt a number of Princes , - walking like 

ſervants upon the ground (the Epidemicall diſeaſe of theſe 

worſt and moſt ulcerous times) upon this advantage, many 

times worke a world of revengefull villany. But howſo- 

ever it be cafic, and too ordinary, for blacke. tongues to 

blaſt and Naine by wreſting and wire-drawing the beauty 

of thebeſt ations with malicious miſcon{traftiens ; yer it 

is villanous and baſe. To let lawes of divine love alone ; ec- 

ven the light of Reaſon led wiſe men to this reſolation,as ap- 

peares by their * ales of Law ; That in donbrfull things, we *Semper in dudiis 
muſt ever pitch the more favourable confleattion. Wee nun 4 
are to be ſo farre froma greedy hunting after a fpitefall miſe ver Rep. Furis, ln 
interpretation of mens {peeches, _ violent wreſting of —_ 
their ations and carriage to the worlk ſence; that if matters ronem equi non 
be bar probable, poized with'equall circumſtances, and with quam tous, 1ti4 
ceven waight of reaſons iaterpretable both wayes, we age **4: 

ever 
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ever to ſaffcrour conceirs and cenſures to be carried the more 

charitable way. 3. By adding unto the truth, or d*trafting 

from it, or intermixing falſe adulterate Gloſſes, or ſome im- 

pertinent Parenthefis of a mans owne. Chriſts falſe accuſers 

were dcepely and dammably faulty this way. And in this 

kind, "many, who are their Crafts-maſters, as they ſay, in | 

malice, will firſt of all give good men in their abſencetheir | 

duc and deſerved attributions, with many magnificent and 

* Peſſimum inimi Plauſible ſpeeches ; * but afrerward at the cloze, premiling 
corum genus, law ſome. formall connterfcir proteſtation and Pharifaicall Pre- 
28 Agricoia 579, face, as, I am very ſorry to heave it : - I would it were otherwiſe, 
——— come in with a Bat, ſteept in the very gall and vineger, which 
chew hart herby r- bites moſt birrerly,and cuts like the ſharpeſt _— Asthus : 
vre envzandiee- A man of very good parts, great worth, extraordinary en- 
: pres lowmonts, Borſomerbin Lhe Heivene,rhat is very well 
reformed of late, of mach knawldge, and growne marvej- 
loufl; forwardin Relipion ; Butalittle coverous. And thang 
they ſp-ake, not out of any love unto the party, impartiality 
of cenſure, or that the impuration is trae': bur out of a 
cunning tricke ,- to bring their owhe credit to their owne 
dure; a perverſe humour of 'mealuring another by their 
owne foote z an env ious impatiency of being ſurpaſſed in 
any ſ{uthciencies ;-or rather than all this, from a bale, an irre- 
galar and dung hill defire of having the beſt men, eſpecially 
every forward Profeſſour, branded with one notorious But 
or another.” For hypocrites, - #d enemies to God, grate, 
would, rather then their lives, have thelives of all Gods peo 
ple ſtained with ſome grofſe finne. Ratherthen fails, they 
will faſten upon them many a lewd flander that way, ham- 
mered onely upon' the forge of falhood;, and by-rthe mid- 
witery of matice in their owne crafty pares, or broached up» 
on an Ale-bench, or ſnatche from the diſtempered tongue of 
ſome p:dling T<ll-tale, whence they may ſupply them'elyes 

| with imaginary matter, both of inſolency, and triumph a» 
gainft forw ardnefle and zeale, andalfo nouriſh a_Phariſaicall 
pertwafion, that huwſoever there maybee a prot ſion, and 

' ſhowes to rhe contrary, yer others *are as corrupt and 
ccniu- 
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comfortable walking with 
cenſarable as themſelves. 4. By relating alt che'trath; the 
whole truth, 2 and nothing but the truth': but beither with a'. 7: 4 er lowfu 
© malicious and ſpitefull heart towards the party; or it) a con- 19 Peake the evi 
temptuous, ſcornefall, and inſalting manner ; or to a lewd ther , rhongh it bee 
end, andupon purpoſe to bring into hatred and diſeftimari- 7» — _ 
on ; or ſome way of other, without any warrantable and b Docg pleied the 
comfortable calling thereunto. - 200g GP —_— 
Heere therefore it will be ſeaſonable; fot helpe and dife- tre repets 
Aion againſt this more wp but alſo peſtilent kind of <7 mol (an 
flandering, to tell you, t 
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r telling the evill thatistruc of a» Epheſ4 15. 
nother, in his abſence, doth brand you with the guiltand 
ſtaine of Back+biters, ſayc in ſuch caſes as theſe; | 
1. Firft, of profir; and gpoFtothe party abſent.” For ihe 
ſtance ; Thou informeſt thy friend of #third man; telling 
hia), that he begins to breake out into bad conrſcs, M com- | 
pany, infarcts laws and houſes; and fo proceedeſt to a Wan 
more particular and pun&wmall diſcovery of his lewd pratiks 
and exorbitant carriage : bnt all this purpoſely for the bene-. 
fir of the party. And therefore thow' intreateſt thy preſent 
friend, that hee would interpoſe, ingage, and improove the 
utmoſt of that power and intereſt which he hath in his affe. 
ions, dependance, or ſome neerer relation, forhis reclaim 
ing and amendment, png 1 
2, Of expediency for him that heareth : when he is any 
way in danger of injury or infetion, from the cunning, of 
corruption of the party ſpoken of. For inſtance :. Thou dif- 
cerneſtand obſerveſt ſome ſfie, ſmooth companion, utider a 
cloake of Profeſfion,and formall colour of conformity to the 
beſt things,to infinuate into liking and acceptation with thine 
unſaſpeRing Chriſtian friend: whereupon thou forefeeſt, 
that if he goe on withont notice and diſcovery, and get ofice 
within him; a thonfand to one, at length hee will cither 
cunningly prey upon him, or curſedly betray him. Now ig 
this caſe, thon mayeſt lawfally lay out ſuch a Countetfeit ;ir 
his colours,and for preyention of the miſchiefe which might 
enſue upon ſuch a dangerous infmuarion, diſcloſe unto ty 
friend his holloyneſſe and halring, and that lewdnefſe an 
knavery 
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knavery which he guilds over in the mcane time, witha vaile 
of ſeeming, and verniſh of hypocrifie ; but is woont, when 
once he hath attained his end, or ated his villany, to throw 
away his vizor, For ſuch fellowes there are abroad in the 
world, who purpoſely mixe and joyne themſelves with Gods 
children, hang upon, -and adhere unto true Chriſtians, as 
men from whom by reaſon of the ſinglenefle of their hearts, 
andcharirable unſuſpiciouſneſſe, they may either direQly or 
by accident ſucke out the greateſt advantage. 

3. Of neceſſity for him which ſpeaketh : That he may be 
preſerved from guiltinefle and acceflarinefſe to the ſinne, 
which by ſilence and ſaying nothing, he ſhould incurre and 
bring upon himſelfe.For inſtance:There comes to thy notice 
ſome notorioas villanies, which concealement and impuni- 
ry would mightily animate, and eafily tranſport to further 
exceſſe and outrage ; but ſeaſonable advertiſement given to 
authority, as toa Magiſtrate, Miniſter, Tutor, Father, Ma- 
ſer, Governour of Family, might bee a meanes to cut the 
knot and heart of fach curſed good-fellowſhip, and ay the 
torrent of that ſcandalous inſolency : In this caſe, thou haſt a 

ingto reveale, informe, and implore ſuperiour aſſiſtance 
for ſupprefſion of finne. And therefore thoſe of the houſe 
of Che did well to certific Paw, of the difordersand dif- 
ſentions amongſt the Corinthians : And Paws ſiſters ſonne, 
to acquaint the chiefe Captaine, with that devilliſh plot 
of deſperate conſpiratours againſt Paw/. Otherwiſe, both 
thou and they, by cowardly and cruell ſilence in ſach caſes, 
might in ſome ſort, juſtly incurre the guilt and accoun» 
—_—_ even for other mens finaes ſo unhappily cone 
cealed. 

4- Fourthly, when a ſeaſonable, warrantable occafion is 
given thereby, of performing ſome Chriſtian duty, as 

1. Of inſtruction, and forewarning to others ; thus, or 
in the like manner : Thou haſt a friend, whom thou ſeeſt, 
and feareſt is entring a licentious courſe, which at length is 
like to breed his confuſion ; Whereupon thou telleſt him, 


that ſuch or ſuch a man, juſt as he begins ; from coatewpt \n 
the 
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comfortable walking with ed. 
the Word, ;0n of the Sabbath, diſobedience to Pa 


rents, fell into a deſperate knot of lewd 
ons, then to Ale-houſe hanting, after, to gaming, ih, ro 


the gallowes: and therefore thou adviſeſt him to rake heed in 

time : tolet ſuch wofull precedents of finneand ſhame ſand 

ſill in his eye,to ſtay him from breaking his necke at thebot- 

tome of the ſame ſtaires : for if he continue thereines but a 

while longer upon the necke of his rebellious nature, and 

{till hold on ſo deſperately with fach wilde colts, the divels - 
Dromedaries to the ſame exceſſe of riot, hee ſhall finde no 

more power in himſelfe to ſtay,untill from the height of ſin, 

he fall into the bottome of hell, rhen a man having begun to 

runne downe the ſteepeſt hill, can ftop before hee comes at 

the bottome. He that layes his foundation with fire-worke, 

muſt looke in the end ro be blowne up ; he that premiſes pro» 

phaneneſlſe and rebellion , ſhall be fure to conclude in curſed- 

neſſe —_—_ WOES, , Fo 

2. Of praiſing God for the ruine,and rooting out of ſome 

implacable impenitent ® perſecutor; thus, or in thelike mans 2N20 Kar Be- 
ner: A remarkeable vengeance hath ſeized upon ſuch a nes eriam is hoe 
ſcomefullcaitiff:, who hath beenea perpetuall bloody Goade (Fnhore: Trane 
in the fides of the Saints all his life long. Vpon which occa- tur — x 
ſion thou diſcovereſt unto thy friend many paſſagesand _= dls 
of his craeltic and hate-againſt the Kingdomeot Chriſt and pid rivere inChet- 
his precious people , and that purpoſely ro miniſter matrer joe. 
alſo-unto others , of more heartily magnifying theGlory of {mn — 
Gods Iuſtice ; which ar length hath happily (trooke downe vis pie wivere is 
eMntiochus with an incurable , and inviſible » eaten -— reg 
vp Herod with vermine; made Paſtry aterrour to his friends; "oF 
Zedechiah to runne from chamber, to chamber to hide him» 

ſelfe, For you muſt know , that the hearts and tongues of 

all good men, and friends tothe Goſpell, are woone to bee 

filled with much glorious joy , and heartieſt ſong of praiſe, 

at the downefall of every dogged oppo when the rc» 

venging hand of God,not without ſpeciall terror, harh tum» 

from the top of malice and pride any Antichriſtian and _ 

exaged enemy, So the Iewes 8 » Mex ney bar 
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hanged. But in fach caſes looke untothy heart withyextra- 


ordmary watchfulnefſe and-ſearch : That hee be an enemy in- 
deed, I meane , to Chriftianitic ; that thou doe it not our of 
ſpleene, humour, faRion, perſonall enmity, for the deſtrui. 
oof the creatureor the like: but fimply and fincerely out 
of zeale to theglory. of Gods Inſtice,profperitie of the Gol. 


pell, and peace of the Charch, Otherwiſe, inſtead of a Chri- 


ſtian dutie, it will proove to thee a curſed cruelrie, 
3. Of Prayer, Thus, or inthe like manner : Thou art ac- 
quainted with the ſecret plots of ſome planſible Tyrant a- 
gainſt thepeople of God , whoſe words perhaps maybe as 
ſoft as Butter , or Oyle , and outward deportment promiſes 
faire; but his thoughts and inviſible intendments againſt the 
better ſide, compoſed all of blood and bitterneſſe, of Gall 
and Gun- powder ; whercupon, as occafion is offered, thon 
unmaskeſt his malice among(t thy Chriſtian friends, to the 
end that they may communicate, and contribute their prayers 
for the confufion and infatuation of all his deviliſh depthsand 
devices of hell. Teares, patience, and prayers, were ever the 
defenſive weapons of Gods people. Let Powder-plets, Pa- 
riſtan Maſſacres, invincible Armadoes, ſlaughtering of Kings, 
and fuch like horrible and helliſh combuſtiohs, brand with 
an everlaſting ſtaine of crucltic and blood , the Popifh relj-- 
on and perſecutors of Heavenly Truth : But let the ſonnes 
of the Goſpell be ever content to confront and beate backe,- 
the implacable rage of all Gods enemies , and haters of ſin« 
ceritieand grace, onely with the cutting edge, and ſharpened 
pointof fervent prayer, Which weapon they may diſcharge 
three wayes : 1. Indefinitely , againſt all deſperate enemics 
to God, his Church, and Goſpell , without intimatien, fo 
much as by thought, of any particular perſons, So David, 
Plalm, 129. 5- Let them all be confonnded and turned backe, 
that hate Zion. Deborah, Tadges 5. 31, Solet alt thine enemits 
periſh, O Lord : but let them that love him ; bee as the Sunne 
when he_goeth forth in his might. 3. Conditionally , when 
they perceive (ome inſulting Shebwaes, and infolent Hamans 
to perfiſt and hold on perfecnting the Saints , and oppoſing 
c 
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the power of Godlinefle ; they may entreate the Lord, 


al if they belong unto him, to humble them in their places, and 
- give them repentance ; but if he purpoſe to give them over 
'of finally to a Reprobate minde, and to the impetuous rage of 
Qi- their owne cruell diſpoſitions,to cut them off,and utterly con» 
ut fornd them, that they be no longer a burden to the Charch, 
of- and vexation to his people. 3. AbſtraQively ; againſt their 
Who extreme opprefſions, and malicious plots, without any rela» 
tion at all to their perſons. So David, 2 Sam. 15. ver.31. 
AC» O Lord, [ pray thee, turne the counſel of Achitophel into fooliſh» 
 & eſſe. 
e as A thus : Thou obſerveſt ſome one to have continned 
iſes long a worthy and noted profeſſour, but now unhappily 
the begins to fall off from his former forwardneſſe, to grow 
22] flacke and negligent in family duties, cold and cowardly 
hon in good cauſes, heartleſſe, and hanging downe'the head 
the in godly company ; to dif-regard, and underprize the pows 
ers erfall meanes ; to.entertaine but ordinary aff: ions, if not 
and ſome kind of ſtrangencſe towards other profefſours, eſpe» 
the cially of greater eminency and acceptation for their grace ; 
Pa- to ſuffer ummoderate imployment and entanglement in the 
18s, world to waſte his heavenly mindeen<fſe ; fo that in all 
11th likelihood God will ſhortly give him over unto ſome ſcan« 
felt. dalous fall,as a puniſhment of his backe ſliding : whereupon 
INCS thou diſcovereſt unto thy Chriſtian friends his declining 
cke,- ſtate, onely that rhey may joyne with thee in prayer, that the 
ſine Lord would bee pleaſed ro ſtay him in time, and re» 
ned eſtabliſh him in his firſt love ; leſt by his further falling, the 
ge credit of the Goſpellalſo receive a bruize and blemiſh, pro» 
Nics feſſiou bee ill ſpoken of, and the enemies of ſincerity blaſ- 
, fo pheme. 
vid, 4. Of vindicating the power and truth cf Religi- 
che, on from the miſtakings of Ignorants , and Vnder-prizers, 
mes Thus,or in the like manner; Thou art in company where thou 
erm heareſt a meere civill man, or a formall Profeſſonr at the beſt, 
hen whom the Church never difcovered, or acknowledged to be 
PI any of Hers, and thy ſelfe canſt averre out of thy certaine 
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particular knowledge, that hee never ſet himſclfe to ſeeke 
God with any conſcience or conſtancy ; bat is utterly nm- 
acquainted with the myſterie of godlin: ſe, family-exerciſce, 
ſanRifcation of the Sabbaths, contribution to the Saints, ex- 
erciſes of mortification, Telfe-deniall : Ifay, Thou heareſt 
ſuch a man commended for his Religion, forwardneſſe, and 
the feare of God; which commendation, if he carry away 
without contradiction, the reſt of the company may be ve- 
ry greedy to apprehend ſuch a precedent, and reſolve not 
to paſſe his Pitchof profeſſion, as unaccompanied with ſuch 
paine and relifncts; and yet approoved by u iſe and an- 
dcerftanding men, as hopefull and comfortable. Now in this 
caſe, it may concerne thee, but with as much wiſedome, dif- 
cretion, and charity as theu canſt poſſibly, to diſroabe ſach 
a fellow of his undeſerved attributions, and the reputation of 
that hulincſſe which he never had ; leſt both the By-ſtanders 
be heartened to come ſhort of Heaven, and the. power of 
Chriſtianity be diſparaged by an ignorant and hurtfull under= 
valuation. w 

3- Thirdly, be ſilent from all unfayvoury communication 
as lying, ſwearing, prophane, fooliſh, filthy  jeſting ; jeſting 
out of Scr-ptwre, mocking and making Gods people as 


bus tu's mordeas, + - p . | . 
Rd ut Deo eras  O1Kſicke at fealts, merry meetings, and curſed conventicles 


of Good-fellowſhip ; and ſuch other rotten, ribald and 


cory/oft 1n Fpil44 Bedlam talke ; which, becauſe they are the knowne and 


proper language of the ſonnes of Behal, the durg, froth, and 


- Camned evaporations of dranken wits ; Chriſtians, whom 


alone I labour to dire in this point, are not in ſuch danger 
of, and therefore I have nothing to doe with them at this 
time. 

I IT. Pray for, and praiſe an holy and diſcreet dexteri» 
ty, to divert anddraw from prophane and wicked, or too 
much worldly and: ordinary talke , to more ſavoury cons 
ference, and heavenly diſcourſe. Me-thinkes, it is great pit= 
ty, that Profefſours ſhould ever meete without ſome talke 
of their meeting in heaven, or of the blefſed meanes and 
wayes that leade thereunto , before they part. Yet many 

mes, 
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comfortable walking with God. 
times, ( ſuch a deadnefſe and darmpe of zeale, arid heavenly= 
mindedneſſe , haunts even the -holieſt hearts in theſe nnhap- 
pie dayes of ſecuritie and forme ) worldly matters, Talke of 
others, or ſome more remarkeable accidents and affaires 
abroad , ſpeculative curioſities , ſome ceremonial unſcaſo« 
nable controverſies, or other ſuch like impertinencies- in 
one kinde or other , take up and ingrofle, even from Gods 
children, too much of many golden ſeaſons , which might 
precioufly ſerve, by their mutuall diving with more Chriſti- 
an edifying diſcourſe into the great myſterie of godlineſle, 
and walkes of Chriſtianitie, to nouriſh and increaſe a- 
mongſt them much ſpirituall warmth, comfort, and reſo- 
lution againſt all mgodly oppofitions, and to build up one 
another in their moſt holy Faith , acquaintance with temp- 
tations, experimentall-knowlcdge , more comfortable wal- 
king with God, &c, To confront this common miſchicte 
and Mar-conference at Chriſtian meetings, come unto them 
prepared, as I adviſed beforc ; page 86, $7. Bur if the 
company bee contrary-minded, and un-inured to the lan- 
guage of Canaan , exerciſe and interpoſe all thy wit , cou» 
rage, authoritie , and eloquence, to draw them from the 
dunghill of rotten talke; and by a wiſe plauſible diver- 
ſion, and modeſtly over-ruling tranſition , carry the cur- 
rent of their preſent diſcour(c, all thou canſt, towards ſome 
Heavenly good, and fpirituall end. 1, To which end , ob- 
ſerve, and apprehend all opportunities and occurrences , 
which may miniſter matter of digreſſion into divine talke; 
and acquaint thy ſelfe with the Art of abſtratting ſacred 
inſtrutions from the booke of the Creatures and buſineſles 
in hand, It was the praiſe of our blefled Saviour: Vpon , 
mention of bread, Marth. 16. hee preſt upon his Diſciples, 
a d:fſwaſion from the Leaven of the Phariles: when he ob- 
ſerved, John 6. a number of people to throng about him 
for more miraculous bread , hee digreſſed into a moſt hea» 
venly diſcourſe of the food of life. Vpon occaſion of drinke 
being denied him by the Samaritaze woman , John 4. hee 


forgetting his wcarineſle , _ and thirſt , labours to - 
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lure her to the well head of everlaſting happineſle. 2. Have 
ever in a rcadineſſe fome common heads, of more ſtirring 
and quickening motives to minde heavenly things : as the 
curſed condition of our naturall ſtate, the incomparable 
ſweetneſſe of Chriſtian wayes,the vanity and vexations of all 
carthly things, the uncertaintic and miſerics of this ſhorr lite, 
the everlaſtingneſle of our ſecond ſtare in another world, the 
ſudden executions of Gods ficrce wrathupon ſome notori- 
ous ones even in this life, eſpecially thoſe, whichare freſheſt 
in m:mery, and latelieſt done ; the terrors of death , the 
dreadtulncfſe of that laſt and great Day drawing on apace,the 
horrors of a damned ſoule, &c, Mentien of theſe things, ma» 
ny times will ſtrike full cold to the heart of the moſt ſwag- 
gcring and ſenſuall Be/hazzar , the moſt raging and roaring 
companto!1s , and drive the moſt confident and domineering 
worldling into his dumps. Talke then of theſe terrible things, 
may by Gods bleſſing prepare and ſoften fometimes the 
hardeſt hearts for ſore thoughts of remorſe, and more 
heavenly imprefſions. 3. But above all, get mto thine 
owne heart an habit of heavenly-mindedneſſe by much ex- 
erciſe, entercourſe, and acquaintance with God, in powring 
out of thy ſoule ever and anon before him, in renuing and 
recovering thy peace , and comfortable accefle unto him up» 
on every fall and checke of conſcience, in often contempla« 
tion and forctaſte of the incxplicable ſweetneſle, glory , 
and eternitic of thoſe Manftonsabove ; in diving into the (e- 
crets of his Kingdomeby the helpe of humblencfle and god- 
ly feare ; upon the moſt ſweet and foule-fatting dayes of 
humiliation, mortifying viſitations of troubled and afflicted 
conſciences, often conferences with humbleſt and beſt ex- 
pcrienced Chriſtians, &c. By private imyployment of thy 
ſcule in folemne refle&ions upon it ſelfe ; fruittully recoun- 
ting with what varictic of traines it was long detained in the 
ſtate of darkeneſſe ; with what delayes and tergiverſations, 
lets and affaults it met'in its way to light; what bitter- 
nefle and terrors it paſſed thorow in the pangs of its news 
birth ; the tentations jncident to its infancie in grace , =_ 
greſle 
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greſle andgrowth in ſeverall graces , and the whole body of 


Chriſtianitre ; relapſes, deſertions, their diſcoveries, recove- 
ri2s, With all the meanes and circumſtances : In word, by a 
panctuall obſerving how God deales with it every day. Bee 
I fay, thus blefſedly buſicd at homein thine owne heart, and 
thoa ſhalt finde thy felfe mach more pregnant and plentifull 
in holy talke when thou commeſt abroad. We are moſt ape 
and readieſt to powre out our ſelves in publike, — 
to our private proviſions, and the moſt predominant dif- 
courſes and contemplations of rhe minde, The conferences 
of freeand unreſerved ſpirits are ordinarily nothing elſe, but 
the clothing of their ordinarie mentall conceptions, and 
heart-ſecrets with familiar formes of ſpeech. Menfor the 
moſt part, ſpeake moſt and moſt willingly of thoſe things 
they minde moſt, I adviſe thus in this point, that thoa mayeſt 
bee habituared and heartened with reſolution'anddelight, in 
theart and exerciſc of putting forward good ralke ; or of dis 
verting anddrawirg towards betrer in caſe of the contrarie, 
Otherwiſe, thon ſhalt never bee able to hold out with con- 
fancie andcourage , to crofle many times the generall mirth 
of the company , 'to put worldly. wiſemen out of their ele- 
ment of all earthly talke, to draw worldlings, which goes 
moſt againſt the haire, to heare of heavenly things. 

V ITI. Sarvey throughly before-hand with the glorious 
Lampe of the Word of Life and Truth ; watch over, nar- 
rowly with the illightened eye of a tender conſcience , and 
ever punually manage , and condu&t with the particular 
light of ſpirituall prudence, every aQtion thou undertakeſt, or 
that ſhall at any time paſſe thorow thy hand ; of what kinde 
ſoever it bee, whether naturall, recreative, civil, of mercy, 
Religion, &c. 

To which particulars, before I deſcend, letmee commend 
unto thee; and premiſe this Principle a ations in 
generall, 

Every truely commendable and comfortable ation, cone 
ſiſts of an abſglute integritie of all concurrents and. requi- 
fits. Orthus : That whuch is 6H andlajy full, muſt bee en» 
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Bonum non ©3- tire, I meane it iN that ſence, as our Divines ſpeake of ſani- 
fs: mluwex hication, Which if laving, ſay they, muſt be perfeRand entire, 
qooliber vice. though not.in reſpeR of degrees, yet inreſpet of parts. E- 
na Gmplicker,nifi YELY part and power of body and ſoule muſt have 1ts part of 
cons bona, {nRification , though no part his full perfeRtionand all de- 
ibber ſingularis grees, before the diſſolution of our carthly tabernacles, Pros 
octane cxulit portiombly in the preſent point , though ſome mixture of 
zutem cauſaur 1nfirmitics and imperfeRions will cleave unto the face of the 
—_ — faireſt aRion (an abſolute and unſtaiacd purity is incompati- 
the concarrence of ble with this unglortficd fate of mortality; ) yet notwith- 
be wap vs 1 ſtanding , every ſeverall ingredicnt muſt becattended , and 
wast of one onely,is ternpered with its owne particular goodneſle and honeſtic , 
(nn Gran t8- and ſcaſonable conformity tothe whole ; or elſe the whole 
r60g) « rettenge- ation howſoever right in otherreſpedts, is utterly robd and 
Divine,” 2t ww difrobed of all true 1 r, acceptation and grace. A lit- 
fa —_— tle leaven ſowres the whole lump : one noxious haarbe 
Agui.i 2.4.18. brings death into the pot : The goodlieſt deede or duty is 
An-424 3.Caer- quite perverted and impoyfoned, by the enarmities of any 
c<llef Trent, lib. ONC particular requiſite. We ſay trucly in the Schooles ; The 
2 pag-196. concluſion ever ſollowes the worſt part : Serablably in morality, 
the iniquity, defc, and exorbitancy of any one ingredient, 
denominatesthe whole ation naught. 

In every one of thine ations and under:akings , looke & 
ver, if thou looke for comfort, that eyery concurrent bee ju« 
ſtihable, that every ingredient bee gratious, ard bring his pro» 
batum eft, For inſtance : ) 

1. It muſt bee good in its owne nature, and warranta- 
ble cout of the Word ; by which all things muſt be ſanRificd 
unto thee, 1. Tim. 4- 5. as 2 good ſervant will venture upon 
nothing but what hee knowecs will pleaſe his Maſter. Othe!- 
wife, let the perſon be never ſo plealing nnto God, his inten» 
tion never ſogood, his heart never {o zcalous, the meanes, 
circumſtances and end never fo excellent, yet all is naught. 
Worſhipping Chriſt in a Cracifixe is naught in its owne 
nature , mable, idolatrons, condemned in Gods Law, 
Excd. 20, 4, &c. And therefore, bce it done with never ſo 
great devotion and good meaning,, with never ſo. much 


popiſh 


BROYUY Oc YO TT 


ie 


4 ah 4 f 
. wy "I ” zS * 
$5 y 


ban CA 4 4 = CR. = 3 


romfortable walking with God. 


bm ———— 


cur ſed and damnnable. | | 
2. . The objet, whereabout the: aRion is exerciſed, 
muſt be qualified according roche miles of Religion. Almeſ- 
decds, and Doles of charitie, are ſweet and acc facrift» 
ces unto God, But amongſt other cautions and conſiderati- 
ons to ſeaſon them, the. parties that are tobee made partakers 
thereof, are to bee ſingled out with all godly diſcretion. 
1. The true wants of a religious Profeſſor,ſhould in the fuſt 
place bee the principall and moſt mooving objet , to draw 
bounty from a truely charitable heart : according tothar, Ga» 
lat, 5, 10. eAs wee have therefore opportwritie, let's doe good 


nuts al men , eſpecially \mnto them who are of the bonſbeld of 


faith, 2, Inthe next place, the lame, the blinde, the ficke, the 
aged, the trembling hand, or any that God hathmade poore. 
3. Any whoſoever ina caſeof tme neceſlitie and extremitie, 
whatſoever the partic hath beene before : for there not the 
man, as it were, but the common ſtate of humanitie is relic- 
nw But now, jo for ſuch a purpoſe, aw ger 7 ofa 

urdy begger, idle * rogue, canting companion, t me 
and _—_p noble Kingdome; thou doeſt not only 
depnve thy ſelfe of the comfort and honour of a truely cha. 
ritable deed ; but thereby incurreſt agreat deale of guile, by 
incouraging and nouriſhing idlenefle, filching, many ſtrange 
unknownevillanies , nay evenanexecrable irrcligious Page 
niſmein ſachlewd, lazy drones, unprofitable burdens of the 
earth, and intollerable caterpillers of the Cammon-wealth, 
Fox ſuch (Githa worthic Divine ) 4s tarne begging into a; 
eA#t and occupation, _—_ by order tobe to worke 
for their maintenance, which ts the beſt and greateſt almes. 

The obje& of thy ſpecial, intimate, nd deareſt love,mult 
bee the Chriſtian, even the pooreſt profeſiour of Religion , 
_ the compleate Carnaliſt , or moſt magnificent World- 
ing. 

3- Thou muſt alſolooke unto the matter, elſe all may 
bee mard. For inſtance: The matter ny Dy and be- 
neficence, maſt bee thine owne goods got lawfully, not ps 
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merly hoarded by Vſury and wrong z otherwiſe it will but 
rove, inreſpe& of divine allowance, but an abomina- 
ble ſacrifice : for many times, that which #s highly eftee- 
o Sormatns med among ft men, #4 abominition in the fight of God, Luke 


Eun INIQUIAtE 2c 16, IF. 
quiſita abomina- 2 The perſon muſt bee pleaſing ; the aRor accept- 


bilis elt cora; a , X 

Deoz& acceprum able unto God : Otherwiſe ' his beſt and moſt bountiful 
CEO deeds, are at the beſtbut beautifull abominations : Services 
Aguft tom. 4.part moſt ſacred in their owne nature, as Prayer, hearing the 


Dt abori- Word, receivingthe Sacrament, &c. are from him, and the 
bu factecleemo- aſtar of his unſenAikied heart, bat as the offering of [wines 
Ce ew ets blood, Tf thou benot juſtified by faith, and accepted through 


corrnpruri eftis _—_ X _ 
Indice —_ Chrift, all thy ations, naturall, civill, recreative, religious ; 
—_ —— whatſoever is within thee, or without thee, the uſe of the 


quibus tollxris: creatures ; all thy courſes, wayes, and paſſages, are turned 
l v . , . 
moſynas fatere, INtO ſinnes and pollations unto thee, crlarge and aggravate 


de feenore Fe ulu- thy woe anddamnation : Even the ſacrifice and whole way of 
;De verlys Do® che wicked, is a1 abompination to the Lord, Prov. 15.8, 9. 


Sev. 35- 4 

Sed ar nf rap- The Phariſe , Luke 18. was not a button better for ail his 
rog-rerum alien? - , X 

Fprayers, faſting, 8&c. nay , by accident more accurſed ; I 


o—_— means in reſpe& of any gracious enterrainement with God, 


—— vitum who was not pleaſed with him , in Him, in whom Hee 1s 

No. preceines Well pleaſed. 

kuſcipio. Dare te 4+ Thehoart muſt bee ſincere, elſe even the nobleſt du- 
Re ©, ties of Religion are nothing.  Indas gave his name to Chriſt, 

dederis, gauderz preached, and wrought miracles ; and yetall the while was a 

_— deſperate hypocrite, a very incarnate devill; becauſe his heare 

rum iftorf{ exau- yas rotten, dfrencht in the gall of birternefe, and ſmared in 


? 7 * . . m—__ | 
Din efcvi dede thebond of iniquity. The Iſraelites humiliation ſeeking God, 


ris, grate ®8*, Few ming » and inquiring early after him : beſpeaking him 
ua accepiſh:! : a py 
alius tibi ex ali With all termes of dearenefſe and depchdance ; owr Rocke, ony 


parte dicity FS" bigh God,our Redeemer 5 was all but remporary and unſound, 
emo, Cut abſte- d ; 
ti ; et pexe 10> becauſe their beart was not upright. When he flew them , the 


—— they ſought him : and they returned, and enquired early after 


Si torum , quod God. And they remembred, that God was their Rocks ; and the 
alreri abſtuliſſes, * | 
egemubus dedifſes , nec talia opera diligic Deus. Liber 50. Hom. 7. Ponus uſus non juſtificat injuſll# 
quafia. b Marth. 10+ 7,3, 
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alking with God. 
high Ged,their Redeemer. Nevertheleſſe, they did but flatter hims 
with their month : and they tyed nnto him with thew tongues, 
For their heart was not right with him, Plal. 58. 34,35,36,37- 

5. The meanes muſtbee good, Otherwiſe, bee the cd 
never ſo excellent ; let there bee never fo exaR and abſolute 
concurrence of all other cauſes ; yet the glory and comfort 
of the ation is quite darkened, and deſperately empoyſoned 
to the man ,' that willingly, and againſt the cry of an iiilght- 
ned conſcience, impleyes and puts his hand to any wicked 
meanes for the atchievement, Suppoſe that by alie; thou 
couldeſt fave a mans life, his © ſoule, the ſoules of all the men a ad ſempircrns 
upon earth ; nay, winne thereby unto God as much glory; ag mane 


cendus elt opity- 


accrewes unto him by all his creatures ; yer for all this; ov thy lance meudacio- 
b hr. For it is a facred Pri iple. ſeated Aug u- de mendac to 
partall were > naught. For it 18 a ſacred Principle, ſealed tm» 7, Gonfent cop: 29. 


toby truth it ſelfe ; Wee muſt doe 19 i, that good may come b Se. - 4 —_— 
thereby, Rom. 3.8. OD cauls 


6. Thecircumſtances muſt bee ſcafonable, For inſtance : ———— 
Perſonall and private prayer, is a right precious ſacrifice dais velur bona 
and ſervice: but let it bee ſeaſonable for the circumſtance Prenione Facien- 
of place, or elſe it may looſe its ſweet-{melling favour in the mradecins ad con 
noſtrils of God, and bee tainted with * Pharifaiſme, The (e.ot7;, 
cloſer, or ſomeretired place, is fit for this exerciſe, which the opportaoum fir ab 
more ſecret, the more fiicere; not the © Synagogaes , and nant ups.s- 


corners of the ſtreets, which was the Phaiſer yaine-glotious pettus ac yacuum, 

woont who ſought more for 4 praiſe of men , then pleaſing Jrncmue. Cher 

of God. Meditation upon divine myſteries, and quickning bow. 19. meeps. 

ſpiricuall points, is an. excellent, and acceptable exerciſe, ſoit —_— 6. 5- 

krepe its owne turne,and bee confinde.to a fir time”: but in the 4106 12-434 

heate of the Preachers powr ing out his ſoule for us i prayer 

at the throne of Grace, it is finfall, becauſe unſeaſonable. 

Calling” to minde {eribufly ſome ſpeciall paſſages fornetly 

heard, of read, to preſſe them with more lite andpower 

upon the conſcience, it is a right necdfall, and;religions Uh: 

tic: but ſoto doeata Sermon, in finging a Plalme, or when 

wee eught to bend all the powers of, our ſoules , and beſt 

attention to the preſent, is but one of Satans rtickex.in the 

glory of an Atigell, 'to make tis guilty of theconttpr;, pr 
r 
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robus of the comfort of rhe ordinance in hand. 

7. The end alſo muſt beeanſwerable in goodneſle ;. and 
by its excellency and attraQivencſle, inſpire ami cand 
allurement into all themeancs leading thereunto, though they 
ſhould bee in their owne nature painefull and unplea ing: In 
all thy enterprizes and undertakings, thou muſt have in thine 
eyeprincipally, that univerſall aime of all our ations, God? 
$7; otherwiſe, let the whole affaire bee carricd never ſo 

airely inthe eyes of men ; be clothed with never ſo goodly 
a ſhow, and glorious outfide ; yer in reſpec of acceptation 
with God, or truc comfort to the party, it isno better then 
the cutting off a Dogges wecke. Tehw did right noble and 
worthie ſervice, by fs reſolute rooting out, and couragioas 
cutting off that bloody and idolatrons Houſe of e4hab : and 
ſweerim thenoſtrils of Go », was that great ſacrifice of 
Baal: Prieſts : hee marched furiouſly in this holy buſinefle 
and was very zealous to execute Geds charge in that regard 
exaQly, And yet for all this,all theſc outward glorious vilible 
conformitics ro Gods commandement were to him , but «s 
the killing of a man; becauſe his eye was not upon the right 
end, Gods glory. Hee principally aimedat the ſecure ſettling 
ofthe Crowne upon his owne head , by an utter extinguiſh- 
ment of the Kings familic. Had his aimebeeneright, his 
heart had beene as well ſer againſt the golden Calves in Dan 
and Bethel,as his hand and ſword ammindd the idolatrous houſe 
of Baal; but it was not {o, 3. King. 10. 29. 
Now I come to ſome particulars ; and 
I, Firſt concerning recreations, which howſoevcr , we” 
ought to bee very moderate and ſparing ; and in that reſpeR, 
me thinkes , I ould rather ſpare my labour , and not bend 
many words : yet becauſe they are not onely infatiably pur- 
facd and plunged into by men of this world ; but allo too 
much looked after, and lycn in, even by ſome who looke to» 
wards Religion, I ſhall be ſomewhat the longer ; and adviſe, 
that they be not 
3. Coſtly. To cube and confine thine affeionsto a ſea- 
ſacable and ſanRified moderation herein, conſider 1. oy 
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the backes and bowels of mayy < e members of Jeſus _ . 

Chriſt, and diſtreſfed Saints call, A — with tcares of a -| 
blogd for reliefe and compaſſion from thine abundant and * <ollocare'N6- 
overflowing abilities. 2. That thou muſt bee calledupon, ren cotta 
and accountable with ſeveritie, and exaRtneſle at that laſt Non inierimes ir- 
and dreadfall Tribunall for every farthing ; how thou gotſt no» aufcrimus a: 
it ; and with what warrant thou keptſt ic; upon what thoy {223 Hee i ha 
ſpeneſt ir, 3. The judgement of eAnſtimn, that great and rc. 9porruit imellige- 
nowned Father of the Church, who, as Divines report ( for I i; —_— 
muſt confeſle, I take it at other 4 mens word, not knowing viſe re ſus be- 
where its in his workes ; but it is a faying worthy ſo excel» proven tpn 
lent a man) wonld have dll things gotten by play, taken from the dum eſt,Deum il - 
winner, and never reflored to the looſer, but given to the poore lis deb pecoal- 

that both the winner might want, what ſo greedily he gaped for ; "4 Familia 4- 

and the looſer not recover, what ſo foohſply hee parted with..cibas coufulane. 


non quas conjici- 


4. The reſolutionof that grave and profound Divine of theſe 22.3% ; 

latter times 3 But ſome ſap, laich © he, they can take nopleaſure forunz Oo 
wn play, except they ploy for money." But we ave to know of them; \ti,, .. 6. 
how they wonld have the money beftowed ? Perbays they will ſay, » 1« Comm. © 
Upon a common Feaſt, And why not rather npon the poore? But 2 ep A 
1 ſay, 1s # much better, and more ſafe, that vo moncy be laid tg $1ndam cle dis 
the tak: for altbongh it may bee, that thou art not toncht with uw qui pocne? 
rreedineſſe of winmag, yet hee with whom thon playefl, may bee "cir  w—_ 
:amted that way, Let occafions of ill bee taken away, which are > = 


ar ues. partis. {4d facien. 
170 many at all 7 —— —_ 


I I, vw rs "0 thy recreations in blocd : Reficſh tranferrur Doms... 
notthy tired minde with. ſpeRacles of crucltje ; Conlider —_ _— uſne 
1, How God himfclfe out of rendernefſe and pittie, would Mt 4+- "T1 
not have his people feede upon the fleth. of Bealts withthe 3/3es "2.41% a 
{ blood, leſt y they ſhoald bee fl:Uhtto crucltic, and in- _ the [ame 
ET a Care OCT Coen 
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ured to behold rufoll objeAs without horrour. And doeft 
thotrthinkethen, hee will allow thee to feede thinseye and 
fancy, with their bloody torturing and tearing one another. 
io peeces ? 2, With whar bratiſh tavageneſſe thou dejeReſt 
and debaſeſt humanity, below the immanity of beaſts, No 
beaſ}, they fay, takes contentment in the hurting of any o- 
ther, except in the caſe of hunger or anger, They ſatisfie 
their appetites and rage ſometimes With cruelty and blood; 
but their eyes and fancies never. 3. That men bloodily min- 
ded towards harmelcfſe beaſts, diſcover our naturall pro- 
penſion to craelty\, which is farther manifeſted, 1. by the 
mulcirndes many times, thirſtingand threſting #fter the curio» 
fity of woeful ſpeAacles,and their impaticnciero tarry the be= 
holding of the lamentable executions © of guiltie perſons. 
2. And in that they take no ddight to ſee wilde beaſts play, 
and ſportingly to make much one of another ; but are well 
pleaſed to fee them bloodily encounter, mangle and enter- 
tearecach other, Theſe ſeeds then, or rather weeds of cruel- 


tie, originally implanted in our hearts by the carſe of natacre,/ 


aretoo ranke and luxuriant of themſelves; they neede no 
manvring with barbarous mhamanities, and ſpores okblood, 
4. That Rule which Divinesgive abort recreation, wee muſt 
not make Gods Indgements and puniſhtnents of ſinne, either 
upon man or beaſt,the matter and obje&of them. Now, beſt 
Divines hold, that enmity amongſt themſelves, was a fruic 
of our rebellion againſt God , and more generall jadgement 
iufli&edupon the creature after the fall. Which miſcric com- 
ming upon them by our meanes, ſhonld rather breake our 
hearts and makethem blecde, then miniſter matter of glory- 
ing in our ſhame, and vexingthoſe very vexations, which our 
impicty hath put upon them. Alas ,ſinfull man, what an heart 
thou, that canſt take delight in the cruell rormenting of 
adumbe creature ! Isitnot two much for thee to behold with 
dr"; eyes that fearefullbrand , which only thy fiance hath im» 
preſt upon it ; but thon muſt barbarouſly alſo preſſe its 
preflions , and make thy {clfe.merry with the blecding 07 4 
ries of that poore harmdefle thing , which 4n its _— 
muc 
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much more and farre better ferviceable to the Creator then 
thy (clfe ? YetT deny not, but that there may bee another 
lawfull uſe of this Antipathy, for the deſtroying of hurtfull, 
and enjoying of uſefull crearures, ſo that it bee without any 
taint, or aſperſion of crueltic on our parts, or necdleſſetor- 
menting of the filly braſts. 

3. Ingroſlers of time. Thouſands there are, who plunge 
themſclves over head and cares in courſes of pleafure ; which 
they call recreations, wherein they very unworthily and wo« 
fully waſte the fat and marrow, as it were, of deare and pre» 
cious time, the flower of their age ,. the ſtrength of their 
bodies ; emaſculate and melt the vigour of their ſpirits, into 
effeminareneſſe, ſenſualitie , and luſt ; drowne the faire and 
goodly hopes of their education, the honour of their Fami- 
lies, the expeRation of the Countrey , the improovement 
of their parts, in frothand folly : As though they were pla» 
ced upon earth, as Leviathan in the Sea, cnely to take their 
ſport and paſtime ® thereio. Lovers they are of plcaſures, 3 3" Prote2d, 
Mirth-mongers, men of this world , ſworne Vaſlals to car- hine viean a4du- 
rall looſeneſſe and riotous exceſſe, They have their fooles $915 Prem, ut 
Paradiſe heere, and therefore in the cquirie of a juſt and ho» vexren diſrum.. 
ly proportion , muſt with the Richnan looke for their pay- Abo. + 
ment and torment hereafter. Bur Gods children muſt make fic hinc migrere 
conſcience of meddling at any time with recreations, with j£90"2%s 820” 
out true cauſe and a juſt calling thereumto,, and hold them of menlam inſtru 
the ſame account and conſequence with fleepe and other yg 
temperate refreſhings , which ſerve onely co quicken the &«p- 
minde, revive the body , enlarge the breath, that wee may 
returne with more lightſomnefle and alacritie to onr worke 
and Callings. The ſeaſon then of comfortable recourſe un» 
to theſe repaires and reſtoratives is, when wee have truely 
wearicd our bodies with ſome honeſt imploymene, or tt- 
red our minds in worthy and noble exerciſes, or both. And 
as we muſt not preſſe upon them at our pleaſure, and prevent 
truencede, out of an hankering humour after ſportfull vani- 
ties, old haunts, good fellow meetings , conformitie to the 
ticmcs, or ſome ſuch tenſaall and inordinare atcraRtive : fo in 
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the entertainment of them , we maſt receive them , as men 
doe honey, wittſthe tip of the finger , not witha full hand. 
By no meanes ought we to engage, and as it were, to engulfe 
our aft:Rions into their exceſſes and immoderation:; not 
ſuffer them ſo to infinuate, as to ſteale away our hearts unto a 
pleaſing inſenſible thraldome ; ſo creating neceſſities of re- 
creations , Which is an extreme miſery , «nd intollerable fla- 
very : wherein notwithſtanding many truly unworthy and 
unnoble Gallants miſerably languiſh , and come tonothing ; 

oove onely unprofitable burthens of the earth; and in 

cad of ableſling, the very bane of the Countrey that bred 
them. 

Let ſuch confiderations as theſe ſerve as ſo many curbes, 
to reſtraſne us from an unſeaſonable intruſion upon them: and 
ſo many keene ſpurres to poalt us out of them, before we be 
limed and entangled by them. 

1. Time is ſhorr. Our life isbur a ſpan long , abubble, a 
thonght, a ſmoake, a ſhadow, a dreame, the very dreame of 
a ſhadow ; or if you can name any thing more fading and 
fraile : and yet upon this moment depends eternitie, As we 


- behave ourſelves heere upon earth , cither in conformitie to 


the waycs of God, walking with him, ſelfe-deniall, &c, or 


- 3n faſhionableneſle to the world , ſerving the times, and our 


owne turncs, &c. ſo ſhall wee fare evcrlaſtingly in another 
life : And either become moſt glorious and happie creatures, 
crowned with an exquiſite confluence and quinteſſence, as it 
were,of {weeteſt unmixed eternall pleaſures ; a very ſhadow 
whereof, not the largeſt naturall hearts of deepeſt underſtan- 
ding men, from the Creation, to the laſt day, were they all 
united into one exaReſt height and excellency of conceit, 
could pofſibly comprehcnd.; nay, in this one circumſtance, at 
theleaſt, the Saints ſhall ſarpaſſe even Angelicall felicitic ; 
they ſhall bzhold, with incredible joy, their owne nature, in 
that reſpe&t hononred and advanced above the brighteſt 
Cherub, ſhining for ever with infinite beautie and glorified 
_ in the {acred Perſon of the Sonne of God : or elſe 

urrecoverably into the mouth of incxplicable and reme- 
dileſle 
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dilefſe horrour, and ſo become the forlorne and woefull Ob- 
jets, upon which ſhall be exerciſed and executed the nn« 
quenchablewrath of God, and fierceſt rorments in hel, with 
extremity and everlaſtingnefle ; nay, and in this point, more 
unhappy than the very Devils: for ſince their Apoſtacy,there 
was no meanes or poflibility vouchſafed unto them of reco«. 
very, ardreturne © thoſe everlaſting Manſions of glory : 
But the ſonnes and daughters of ed, ſince their fall, have 
had the very Sonne of God himſelfe, with thedeare and' 
unvaluable cry of his owne hearts blood , to mediate unto, 
and (ollicite the Father of all compaſſions and in-rcy, for 
reſtitution into favour and plantation into the Angels roome. 
And therefore as this thought, Oh what unhappy and accur- 
{cd creatures were we, who being crowned with the match- 
lefle tranſcendeney of all felicities and glory , would nor 
hold our ſtation and have ſhined ſtill ! I fay, as this thongho 
wall endleflely haunt the damned angels with anconceiveable 
bytivg and anguiſh ; 1o, not onely an anſwerable ſelfe-fret- 
ting torture from this conceit; Alas, that we kept not Para« 
diſc 1} will rent and teare the woefull hcarts of the wicked in 
hell ; but alſo a further ſting of that never dying Worme, 
not incident ro the Apoſtate angels, will extremely enrage 
them with reſtleſſe gnawings of conſcience and gnaſhing of 
teeth, when out of the horrour of their hideous woetull 
yellings, they ſhall.cry out againſt themſclves ; What wret- 
ches > What beaſts ? What madded D:vils were we 1 Who 
when the glorious Blood of Chriſt Ieſas was ſo mercifully 
rendered unto us in the Miniſtery of the Word, all our lite 
long, we turned oar backes again(t ſuch bleſſed and bleeding 
imbracements ; and cruelly cut the throats of our owne 
poore foules, by impenitent continuance in finne : ſo looſing 
for a few bitter-ſweet pleaſares in this vale of teares, for an 
inch of time, fulnefle of juy at Gods right hand, therow all 
eternity. 

2. Time is precious. If altchis great maſfie body of the 
whole carth, whereupon we tread, were turned into a lumpe 
of gold, it were notable to purchaſe one minute: of _ 

And 
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And were there no other circumſtance to ſet an impreſſion 
of high valuation upon it, yet this very one doth much en- 
noble it ; That all theſe faire and ſhining bodies above our 
heads, and principally the Prince of all the lights of heaven, 
that glorious and mighty Giant, the prime and crowne of all 
corporall creatures, doe tire and waſte, as it were, their cele» 
Niall vigours, with the incredible ſwiftneſle of cndlefe re- 
volutions, to beget and give us time ; I fay, us, who for the 
ſinne of every moment in it, deſerve eternity of puniſh+ 
ment. Bur that our hearts may bee more ſenſibly wrought 
upon, & more effeAually affeed with the dearneſle and pre- 
ciouſneſſe of it ; let us ſuppoſe that the Lord, by divine and 
extraordinary diſpenſation , ſhould give leave ts a damned 
ſoule to come into this life againe, and would vouchſate him 
but one houre of a new triall, as it were, and a ſecond time 
of gracious viſitation: Oh how highly would hee prize,how 
cagerly would he apprehend, with what infinite watchful- 
neſſe, endeavour, anddiligence, would hee improove that 
little ſhort golden ſeaſon ? And if therein he might have but 
the happineſſe to heare a Sermon : Oh with what aff:Qio- 
nate inflamed attention would hee liſten unto the Word of 
Life | how would his heart breake and bleed within him, 
and fall afunder in his breſt, like drops of water, to heare 
Gods juſt wrath and holy indignation thundred out and 
threatned againſt finne 1 With what inſ+tiable graſping and 
deare imbraccment would heelabour to lay hold npon Chrif 
Jeſus and his gracious promiſes ? In a word, he wou!d thinke, 
that in demonſtration of thankefulneſſe for Gods favour, 
might he be ſo happy as to have it, the ſpending ef cvery 
moment of all that great body of time, which lyes berweene 
the Creation and the worlds end, if he might live ſo long, in 
as holy, pure, ſtri&, preciſe, heavenly manner, as ever did 
the moſt mortified Martyr upon earth, were farre to little. 
Shall we then triflingly paſle and play away the time that is 
ſo precious ? And inmy ſuppofition,the damned ſoule ſhould 
bee ſure of an houre : But none of us can poſſibly pur- 


chaſe ſecurity for one very moment, after I have ſpoken 
this 
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this word. The time preſent is ouronely time; we have no 
more power and commandever the time tocome, then over 
the time paſt, Eycn the next minute thou mayeſt be cut off 
by the ſtroake of death from all further time of repentance, 
acceptation , and grace for ever, Nay, yet further, were it 
poſſible that any uncomfortable paſlion were incident to a 
glorified Saint in heaven , he wouldbe forry and tranſj 

with extremeanger and indignation againſt himſelfe ; That 
hce was not a more greedy ingroſſer, as it were, and im» 
proover of time, for doing excellently upon carth ; and that 
every houre after his converfion was not crowned with ſome 
rarer and more remarkable exploit ; with ſome more ſpeci- 
allandnoble ſervice , for the glorifying of that moſt boun- 
tifull, and ever-bleſſed God, who now honoored him 
with ſuch unſpeakeable glory, and that Crowne of joyes, {6 

infinitely tranſcendent to the utmoſt expeRation of the moſt 

c d heart. Howſoever therefore men of this world, for 
the moſt part, except they be continually exerciſed in varictic 
of pleaſing imployments, and ſtill entertained with freſh ſac- 
ceſſions of new pleaſures, are ſore troubled with time, and 

rediouſly perplext how to paſſe it; which is the reaſan 

that they deviſe ſo many paſſe-times, with much ſollicitous 

and ſenſuall fore-caſt, plot and projet to themſelves afore. 

hand, many and many a merry meeting, idle viſitations, fea- 

ſtings, mutnall enterrtainments of mcere complement and 

vanitie, joviall revellings , as they call them, &c. that they 

chaine together, as it were, by the Art of Epicuriſme and 

with linkes of liberty, continued occaſions of company kee- 

ping , and good: fellow meetings , from the one end of the 

weeke to the other: (For ſolicarineſfe and ſelte-converſing, is 

a very torturing racke , and the tide»time of melancholy, to 

the waking conſciences of graceleſſe and guiltie men.) 

Though, 1 fay, this be the cuſtome and carrmge of Satans 

Revellers; yet all Chriſtians ought co have time in deareand 
high eſtceme, in every moment whereof ſhould they lay 
downe ten theuſand lives for His ſake that patdons their 

ſinnes ;_ andalſo doe him all the —— __ 
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” theMiilitant and Triumphant Saints , it were infinitely tos 


little for bis love, Wherefore no marvell thongh welkadvi- 
ſedand watchfull , they feele themſelves rather pincht with 
want, then preſt with plenty of her golden offers and oppor- 
tunities to doe good, and be ever addrelt to entertaine and 
welcomeevery houre with fpeciall atrendance, as a gracious 
Indulgence of his patient love, and long-ſuffering, and ſuffe- 
ring them to doe him yet more honour, ( for which cauſe 
alone they long to live ) before they goe downe into the pit 
and be ſeene no more. ' And they ſhould be ſo farre from be- 
ivg afraid of ſolitarineſle, astohold their time alone, the only 
time for ſweeteſt contemplations, heavenly commerce,necrer 
converſing and communion withGod. 

3. Wethat arccarthly Angels by the noblenefle of Crea- 
tion, though by voluntary degeneration incarmte divels , 
were put into, and planted within the compaſſe and comforts 
of this great and curious Frame round about us , the goodly 
Workmanſhip of Gods owne Almightic hand, wherein we 
have the Sunne to ſerve ns ; and wee of this Kingdomeby 
matchleſſe and incomparable favour , the heavenly and hea- 
ling beames of the Sunne of Righteouſneſſe, to ſhine upon 
us through his glorious Goſpell; I ſay, we were placed in this 
world, not to ſerve our owne turnes, to pleaſe our owne 
hearts,to follow our owne wayes, to cate, drinke, and ſleepe; 
to temporize, revell, orroote in the carth ; to play the Epi» 
cures, Libertines, Machiavelians; te climbe into high 
roomes, by all meanes lawfull and unlawfull ; by bribery, fi- 
monie, flattery, baſe infinuations, following the times ; or 
ſome fouler mcanes, and there to domincere and tyrannize; 
Ina word,to ſerve thedivell for a few and evill dayes, to die, 
and foro be damned. No, no, anobler taske and more cxcel- 
lent end is $4 pq and apportioned for the Prince and 
principalleſt of all earthly creatures, Our being upon earth 
this lietle inch of time, is for buſineſſe of another nature, and 
for a farre inore importagt affaire, and of deareſt conſe» 
quence z even with humblenefſe and truth to know and obey 
our God,to ſerve ancbretheenin love, and to ſave our owne 
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poore ſoules in the Day of Chrift. This is that One neceſ; 
thing,in reſpe& of which, all other things, otherwidh 
honeſt and excellent, are but reſpeRively neceſlary and ſo 
farre as they further, and are warrantably and comfortably 
ſubordinate and contributary to this end :- Nay, to this the 
exquiſite Quinteſſence and concurrence of all other, the 
deareſt and moſt defireable things under the Sunne, are to be 
accounted but drofſe and dung. And yer for all this, many of 
us, While wee yet abode in the darkeneſſe and damnation of 
our naturall ſtate, ſpent many yeeres, ſome twenty, ſome thir- 
tie, ſome perhaps fortie, wholly upon hell, in baſe and un- 
bleſſed courſes, quite croſle to the tnd of our Creation. All 
that time(a miſery to be lamented even with tcares of blood 
was utterly caſt away upon the ki of darkcneſle, 
fearefully loſt upon our owne luſts,finfull faſhions, and pride 
of life ; flaviſhly and wofully waſted in_the divels ſervice. 
Nay, all that while, abominable and vealtly wretches that 
we were, we ſet our ſelves with ſenſuall rage, againſt the 
very face of heaven, lay in aRtuall high Treaſon , and bore 
Armes in open Rebellion againſt that dreadfull Majeſtic 
which mightmoſt juſtly every moment of that wofull time 
have arreſted us with death, arraigned os at the Barre of his 
Iuſtice,andthrowne us downe into hell. W hat manner of per- 
ſons then I pray you ought we to bee, in the ſhort remainder 
of thoſe few ed evill dayes which are behind ? Even to im= 
ploy and improove the utmoſt poſſibility of all our natus 
rall acquired and gracious parts, our credit, calling, outward 
ſtate, allour power,meanes, occaſions,advantages, to winand 
worke out glory unto God, enlargement of Chriſts King- 
dome, confuſion to the devils dominion, converſion of o- 
thers, comfort unto our owne poore ſoules againſt our en- 
ding houre. A fellow that hath loytered a great part of the 
day in his journey, or buſineſle, and yet muſt necedes reach 
boo ml finiſh his taske, ly fogns Ta at algal 
night, double his paines, and putall hi unto 1t.: 

we having not onely beenſlacke in our buſineſſeabout 


ſervice, and low in the way to heaven, but eycn for many 
M 2 yeearcs, 
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yeeres, perhaps, runne in a quite contrary courſe, and done 
the divels worke, muſt now towards the night of our natu- 
rall life,and the concluſion of the ſhort ſpan thereof, ſpare no 
paines,deuble our diligence, prefle hard tothe Price of the 
high calling , quit our ſelues hike men,and be flronug, with an ho» 
ly violence lay hold upon the Kingdome of heaven, with all 
zeale , courage, and reſolution , labour to redeeme the rime 
paſt, for the yas are evill; and our particular doome for e« 
ternitie of joyes,or woes ; pleaſures or paines, drawes on a= 
pace, andiseven at the doore. 

And as conſideration of former time curſedly miſ-ſpent;ſo 
a fore-conceit alſo of dreadfull times to come, may juſtly 
cauſe ns to make much of, and husband well every moment 
we have preſently in our hands ; for treaſuring up an hea- 
venly hoard of grace, comfort , patience , and conrage, a» 
gainſt the evill day. Though the times, as yet, be faire and 
calme, happy and Halcyonian ; and the (andle of God ſhines 
ſill upon this Kingdome, with extraordinary proſperity and 
peace; there isno carrying into captivitie, or crying in our 
ſtreets, bat every man is quietly repoſed under his owne 
Vine; and there refreſheth himſclte with the riches and 
comforts of a good and pleafant land ; yet as fare as the 
night followes theday, a'chaoge will come. If the glorions 
and Triumphint times of the daughter of Temalem, that 
men called, The per fetton of beanty, T he toy of the whole earth. 
T he glory of all lands, were turned into a day of trouble and of 
treading downe , and of perplexity, by the Lord God of hoſts , 
in the valtey of viſion , brenking downe the walls, and Crying to 
the monntaines : what may we of the Land looke for, if wee 
ſtill rurne the grace of God into wantonnefle ; bur at length 
to bee tnrneott'of our houfes of peace, as the anthanketul- 
leſt and unworthieſt people that ever the Sunne of Heaven 
faw,'or the Swwne of Chriſts glorious Goſpell did ſhine up» 
on fo faire and fo long? Bat howſoever the Kingdome fare, 
and God deale with us inpublike: ( Onely let me tell you by 


the way , that in the meane time wee ſtand by a miracle of 
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cvery one of our particular day and doome cannot bee farre 
off. As yet,perhaps, the Almighty 1s with us, his providence 
protects oar habitations, no remarkeable affliFion hath taken 
? hold uponns ; ſo that there is no mourning, 'or ſpeRtacles of 
1 miſeries in our families ; no crying, O my Father eAbrahow, 
| and O my ſonne Jſaac; O my ſorne Abſalom, my ſonne, my 
: 
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ſonne Abſalom; © Abſalom, my ſonne, my ſonne'! And theſe 
houſes of flcſh, it may bee, wherein wee dwell for a few and 
evill dayes, are as yet in reaſonable good repaire; and it is 
every way with us , as it was with Job in the dayes of his 


) youth, when he waſhed his ſteps with butter, and the rockes 
y powred him out rivers of oyle ; yet wee may build upon it, 
t 23a Principle which never failed finfull mortality , that dayes 
- of danger and diſtrefl: will have their turne and time alſo. 
* Sorrow and ſicknefle, perplexity and feare , temptation, de- 
gd ſertion, trouble of conſclence, the deſtroying Sword, a fierie E 
S triall, ſtriving anto blood ; Marian times of moſt abhorred 
d memory, or ſome dreadfull viſitation inone kinde or other, 
Ir may ſcize upon us, we know not how ſoone. Bat howſoever 
ec we eſcape inthe meane time, fure I am, theſe fraile bodies of 
d ours, after a ſhort while, will fall in ſunder, and moulder a- 
ic way into rottennefſe and duſt ; and our naked ſoules muſt 
15 {tand at the juſt Tribanall of the everliving God, countable 
at with exaQtnefle and truth, for all things done in the bodie- 
h. Farre bee it from us then , and every one, that at that laſtand 
of great day would not cry to this Rocke and that Mcuntaine 
r, to cover him, like ſonnes and davghters of confuſion , to 
to trifle away time in this heate of our ſpirituall harveſt; bur 
ce rather with doubled and extraordinary reſolution , let ns 
th gird apthe loynes of our Mindes , and with all fruitfulnefle 
l- and power , improove every houre of this faire Day of our 
en gracious viſitation ; to treaſure up peace to our poore ſonles 
p- againſt the Rormy winter night of death , towards which c- 
re, very winde drives us, and both fl-eping and waking wee are 
by poſting apace, though we perccive it nor, 

of 4. Wee mnſt bee countable for time, At the dreadfall 
et Barre of that laſt Tribunall, as wee muſt be cxaQly anſwer- 
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able even for wandring vaine imaginations, idle words, and 
every the very leaſt errour of our whole life ; nay, for not 
zmprooving all our gifts , goods, and graces, to-the beſt ad- 
vantage for Gods glory ; for miſ-imployment of our wit,mn- 
derſtanding, memory, aff-tions, health, ſtrength, courage, 
learning, libertie, authoritie, policie, or any other power or 
poſlibilitic which God hath put into eur hands : ſo muſt we 
alſogive up a {tri account for the expence of every mo- 
ment of time, Now tell mce at that great and generall 
Awdit, whether of theſe two ſums will ſound more {weet- 
ly in our cares ? /tem, ſo many dayes in Recreation, or ſo 
many dayes in Humiliation ; ſo many houres 1n Prayer, or fo 
many houres in playing at Cards : ſo many weekes in Toviall 
revellings and merry meetings, or ſo many weekes in watch 
ing over our waycs, and walking with God, &c. A ſerious 
forc-conccit of the unconceiveable comfort of the one ; and 
how cold the other will ſtrike unto our hearts , might nnke 
us cally grow into bleſſed Bradford: care and praQtice this 
way, of whom it is reported, That hee counted that houre 
not well ſpent, wherein he did-not ſome good : cither with 
his pen, ſtudy, or in exhorting others, &c. and not toruſh 
upon recreations unſcaſonably , without neceſlitic and wat 
rantable calling. 

5. The holieſt hearts of the moſt worthy Saints are wo- 
fully haunted with too many diſtraRtions and violent intru- 
fon of Cle, vaine, andimpertinent thoughts , cvenin holy 
Cuties , religious exerciſes, and ſolemne uſe of the ordi- 
nances : which without extraordinary watchfulneſſe, and 
wraſtling on their parts, would utterly bercave and robbe 
them of all the ſweerncile, power, and profit, of thoſe 
bleſſzd meanes , and by little and little,- quite transforme 


them into forme and perfunQorineſle. If in the beſt then” 


and heavenlicſt buſinefles,- the\yanitic of our owne minds, 
and malice of the Divell preſſe upon us with fach impor- 
tunitic and reſilcfle aſſaults ; with what furious and im- 
petaous jncarkions and vaſtations of conſcience are they 
like to opprefls us in our idle houres , ull ſpent time , and 

| purſuir 
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purſuit of pleaſures 3 Conſideration whereof, mee thin 
ſhould canſe Chriſtians, who alone are truely ſenſible of the 
interruption and diſcontinuance of their ſweet communion 
and ſocietie with Chriſt, and fimart many times for the 
eſtrangement of their thoughts and affeRions from God : 
onely to have recourſe to recreations in caſe of true need ; 
for neceſſitie, I ſay, and ſeaſonably,even as they uſe phyſicke; 
ſo may they expe Gods gracious proteRtion from the hurt. 
fall prevailing of thoſe ſenſuall diſtempers andlicentions ran« 
ging of their thoughts, which are wont to enrage and cm- 
poyſon the minds and affeions of camall men, all the 
while : andto make acconnt ſo often as they are haled by 
the cunning enſnarement of old ccmpanions, the tyrannie of 
former cuſtome, or unmoerrtified yeeldingneſſe of their owne 
deceitfull hearts, to immoderation and exceſſe in this kinde ; 
ſo often to expoſe their hearts by Gods juſt permiſſion, asa 
prey to temptation and vanity-W hereby they may be in con« 
tinuall danger,cither by little and little to be drawne back, and 
drowned againe inthe frothand fooleries of their difavowed 
pleaſures, which were an hogrible thing ; or clſe atleaſt, to 
bring upon themſelves, from time to time,as they tranſgrefle 
in this kinde, much unneceſlary diſcomfort and diflettledneſſe 
in their Chriſtian courſe, dif-relliſh in Religious exerciſes, 
deaduefle of heart, diſacquaintance with heavenly comforts, 
loſſe of that deareſt Thing,and carthly Paradiſe, peace of Con- 
ſcience, which perhaps they ſhall hardly with much adoe re 
covera long time after. 
6. Sixthly , conſider Chry/oſtowes preciſenefſe againſt Rreſens rempus 
waſting time this way.The preſent rime,faith he,i not for mel 799. Tone 
eſt,tribulationum 
& [amentat onum- Tu ver leviter urbanis facctiis jocularis; »—— Diabolus demtibus ſtcidet, ac fre- 
wut,ignem ſpirat adycrſus alutem ruamzet tu ſedes, facerias effundens: —— Ludimus dileQisY s diſte= 
—— —— — — 
er ee ee EEE Lee ED Wo Cn Eine 
in boc T abernecule gemimus, Et per fingulos dies, ut ita dicam, cx hoc mundo migrare cupieme Apoſto- 
lo, Tulides, er Iydis * Bellicempus cſt, pugnz, vigiliarum, cuſtodiz, armature ct acid! t=onIFtty 


tripudiantium fun, viurpas ? Non vides bella gereatium facies, quomodd fint triſtes, conuafte, 
upercibis rerribiles, ct horrore plenz 5 Viden' aciem oculorum auſternm, cor excitatum, ſalicns et » 
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ring into mith ; but for lamentation and” monruing. And yet 
doeft thou vainely mil fpend it in merry conceits ? The Devil 
gnaſpeth the teeth, rearer, and foames, and flaſhes ont fire as 
gainft thy ſalvation ; and doeſt thou fit ſtill and yoviall je it 
ont ? Doe we play and ſport onr ſelves Beloved? Wilt thon learne 
the converſation of the Saints ? Heare what Paul ſazes, Aft .20. 
31, By the ſpace of three yeeres I ceaſed notto warne every one 
night aud day with teares, 2 Cor. 2 4. Ont of much affiittion 
and anguiſh of hiart, I wrote unto you with many teares, 2 Cor. 
11.29. Who weake, and 1 am not weake ? Who offended, 
and [ burne not ? 2 Cor. $.4. For we that are in this Tabernacle, 
doe groane being burdened, And the Apeſtie defiring, that I 
may ſo ſpeake, every day to depart thu hf ; Doeſt thou laugh 
and play ? Onr time bere ts a time of wavre, of fight, of watch 
and ward, of har ſſing, of landing inthe face and fury of the 
enemy ; and doeft thou demeane thy ſelfe like a danneer ? Doe 
thow not ſee the faces of Sonldiers m the fight ; how ſad they 
are, how contrafted, how terrible with frownes, how full of hor- 
rowr ? Doeſt thow not behold the auſtere piercing mtention of 
their eyes, an extraordinary excitation of heart, leaping and 
panting in their breſts, &-c. His meaning imports thus much : 
Doth an ordinary Souldier in the field againſt a mortall man 
and carthly enemy, recolletandunite all the ſpirits andpows- 
ers of body and ſoule withall efficacy, and carneſtneſſe, for 
the encounter : And ſhall a Chriſtian Soaldier that wraſtles 
not againſt Aleſh and blood, but againſt Principalities, againſt 
Powers, againſt the rulers of the darkenefle of this world, 
againſt ſpirituall wickednefſesin high places ; who is every 
moment furiouſly affaulted and hunted even like a Partridge 
in the Monntaines, by the devils open rage, the ambuſhment 
of the World, and the cndlefle treacheries of his owne falſe 
heart, trifle away his time, and ture aſide to toyes ? 

4. No inchrochers upon heavenly comforts ; no dimints 
ſhers of ourdclight in God; no devourers of ſpiritual joy, 
For this is a very deareand divine thing, to bee prized and 
preſerved asa ſweet and celeſtiall Tewell, farre more worth 
then heaven and carth ; which the world can neither give, 
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yet 
vill Wee may take an eſtimate of its excellency, by caſting our 
Ae eyes upon, | 
F it 1. The intolerable bitterneſſe of the contrary ; I meane, 
re ſpirituall horroour, which we ſee, ſometimes by wofull 
20, rience, deth enrage the guilty conſciences of ſome forlome 
one wretches, with ſuchreſtlefſe faries, andunutterable anguiſh, 
1095 that ar lergth, (extremeſt, I know not whether madnefſe or 
or. cruelty 1) they lay violent and villanous hands them- 
ed, {clves, In which caſe, ſu-han hell upon carth is horrour of 
cle, conſcience, they care not a button for the ſweetnefle of life, 
t T the rafull cries of their owne deare children, the heavy looks 
Wh of their yoke fellowes, the abhorred infamy they bring 
tch npon their owne names, families, kindred, bariall, poſteri- 
the ty. Oh how they ſparne at with avile , diſdainefall con- 
eff rempt, Pleaſures, Riches, Honoars, Crownes, Kingdomes, 
hey Worlds of gold, ans thing, every thing, as miſcrable com-: 
or forters 1 Nay it is ſo ſtinging, thatthey will rather venture 
of upon that other He, to which they are poiting im a Coffin 
md of blood, -arhoofand thouſand times more horrible, then 
b: endure it aoy longer. If ſenſe then of divine indignation, 
an taking ſeccer vengeance upon the gailty conſcience of an 
We impenicent Rebell, puts him as it were into helliſh flames 
or above ground ; what an heaven upon carth isa ſweet fee- 
les ling of Gods reconciled face, his everlaſting mercies, 
Js through Chriſt, ſealed and fer on by the holy Ghoſt, and te» 
d, ſtimeny of a good conſcience ? And how deliciouſly dothan 
ry bumble ſouke, ſo honoured with a foretaſte and firſt-fruits as 
ge » it were of eternall joyes, graſpe the Lord Ieſas in his ordis 
ne nances, and blisfully ſunne it ſelte in the love andlight of His 
ſe countenance ? POR Fi. 
2. Thepradtiſe of the prophane in their inſatiable r 
Its lefſe arſe of flſe joyes, and painefull pleaſures, which at 
Y. beſt are but as crackling of tho-nes undey aport, and flaſhes of 
d lightning before everlaſting fire. They haart after themeven 
h mto hell, and1ight a candle at the Devill for ligh:ſomnefſe of 
C, heart; by haunting Ale-houſes, Tavernes, Brothe&-houles, 
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Play- houſes, Conventicles of good fellowſhip, ſinfull and 
unſcaſonable ſports, a thouſand kinds of vanities and foole- 
ries, which arc nothing but the Devils Wakes, and reveh 
lingsof Hell, Andall this little poore carnall mirth, is pur- 
chaſed many times with much ſhane, loſle, miſery, beggery, 
rottenneſſe of body, diſcredit, damnation. At what an high 
ratethen, and with what cagemeſlc and thirſt 1s that true, 
ſweet, unmixed, glorious joy ſpringingout of the Fountaine 
- comfort in an honeſt and holy heart, to be ſet and ſought 
after ? 

3- The differences berweene ſpiritual and carnalljoy : in 
reſpe&. 

2. Of Laſtingneſſe. A ſpiritually merry heart is a con» 
tinuall feaſt, ſaith Salemor, whereas the joy of the hypocrite 
i but for amoment, Iob chap.20.5. Carnall joy 1s hike light» 
ning, fpiritualllike the light of the Sunne. W hile the Play 
laſts, then ſenſualiſt laughs ; but he fals into his dumps when 
all is done. The Drunkard is merry, whilelt hee revels it a- 
mongl(t his pot-companions in the Ale-houſe ; but when hee 
comes home, there is many times woekull worke. Whileſt 
the Gameſter is at play, he is wellenough pleaſed ; but when 
he hath madeaway all, hee is ready to make away himſelfe 
alſo. A cuniing and proſperous W orldling, I confeſle, by 
Gods permiſſion may patch together his pleaſures all his life 
long : bat at furtheſt, at death comes the deadly and ever- 
laſting dampe ; whereas he that waikes with God, is con- 
tented and comfortable all the day ; and death is the days 
«$i quid arriifſer breake to him of everlaſting brightnefſe. Carall joy, I ſay, 
RC ——— is like lightning, a flaſh and * away ; Þleaves the minde in 
re, quiz pene pri- MOTC Extreme and deeper darkenefle ; blaſts the heart and 
En 6 affcRions with all ſpirituall deadnefle and deſolations, with 
Bo tio 0cc;, WY boyling diſtempers, much raging waldefire, and un- 
dic, e pretcriit ; Quenchable thirſt after ſenſualicy , carthlineſſe and Epicu- 
qp———_— ri\me ; and firſt or laſt,it is ever certainely followed withren- 
cit, er abiit; infee- 10g and roaring of the ſpirit, ſpirituall terrours, thunders, 
licem reddidit, ct darkenefſeand damnation. But godly joy is like thelight of 
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clouds of temptations , miſts of troubles, and perſecutions, 
darkeneflſe of melancholy ; yet it ordinarily breakes out a- 
gaine with more ſweetneſſe and ſplendour, when the ſtorme 
js over : but howſoever, it hath ever the Sunne of —_— 
neſle, and Fountaine of all comfort , ſo reſident and rooted 
in the heart, that not all the darkeneſſe and gates of Hell ſhall 
ever be ablero diſplant or diſtame ir, no more then a mortal 
man can pull the Sunne out of his Sphere, or put out his glo- 
r1ous eye. 

2. Of puritic, The edge and relliſh of carrall joy, iscver 
much rebated and imbittered with many ſowre ſauces, and 
envenomed mixtures ; impatiencie of delay, difficultie and 
danger in attainement , nnanſwerablencfle to fore-conceits 
ard expeRation , many ſecret terrours , fretting jealouſics, 
diſcontented indignations againſt their diſcontinuance and 
vaaiſhing, &c. And beſides , thoſe three enfuing individuall 
ſtings, which toan 1Ilightened' conſcience as inſeparably and 
ſenfibly dogge themart the heeles, as a ſhadow the body in 
the Sun-ſhine ; cnt the very throat, andburſt the heart of all 
worldly pleaſures. x, One of them is, as it were,naturall, im- 
mediately attending all earthly mirth ; more melancholy and 
heavy-heartedneſſs afterward. For as the Rivers of {iyect 
water runne their courſe to die in the falt ſea; ſo the honey 
of all carthly pleaſure, ever endeth in the gall.of griefe. 
Voluptuouſneſſe even in her deareſt minions, ordinarily ex- 
pires with anguiſhand anger that it is gone. The tranſitoric 
flaſhes of ſenſvall delight, are like the light of a candle, Extrema gout} 
which leave at the cloze a noiſome vexing ſnuff: behind, = o<rn* 
And that ſweetnefle which ſenſualiſts ſwallow dawne fo ' 
greedily , turnes to gravell in their guts, ahd at Farc-well 
fills their ſpirit with Certarne of a more heavy melancho- 
licke humour, then before the receit. 2. The other I call a, Chkenorhes 
temporary: ſting: for all the wayes of workdly © pleaſure aliquid remporale 
are ſtrowed alto wich needles and nettles,that I nay ſo ſpeak, ©*1R2"< a" pee- 
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combes, and with much adoe ſucke our a licrle hogcy , but in 
the meane time, are ſoundly ſtung and {wolne abour their 
heads for their painefull pleaſure. In their ſeverall walkes of a 
fooles paradiſe, they hunt both unreaſonzbly and unſeaſona- 
bly after tranſitory delights; but they are even pained , and 
payed home with a witnefle in the very purſuire. For in« 
ſtances: The covetous man accounts worldly wealth, and an 
hoard of gold , his heaven upon catth ; but in h:aping it ro» 
gethcr, his heart is wofully rent and tone aſunder with car- 
king thoughttulaeſle , reſtleſſe rooting in the carth, anxious 
and endlefle caſting about and forecaſting ; Ina word ; with 
much care in gathering, more feare in keeping , and mot 
gricfe in parting from it, So that for feeding his greedy eye 
upon alittle vaniſhing heape of yellow carth,his heart is con- 
tinually haunted wich ſuch vexing Harpies, I mcane, waſting 
cares and falſe feares, that dry upeven his vitall moiſtare, and 
a Plus egent,qui- CUt his very heart-{lrings in® pieces. Goed-fellow meetings 
Gderisvaitauur, Nd Ale-hc ute revdlings arc the drunkards d-light: bur all 
<+pis rar-os 64: the while he fits at it, hee is, perhaps, in a bodily feare of the 
bus cruciancor , P8ritane-Conſtable : when towards night he goes grunting 
_— contabc- homewards X he become a gazing b and laughing {tocke eo 
cunt. Augaſt. m : , ; > a . 
P/al.zg children in the ſtreets ; no ſooner comes he reeling into his 
Þ Rucular 5 oWne houſe, but he wrings freſh cries, and teares of ſhame 
wr,occahoovemo; 1d griefe from his wite and family , for the reproach, beg- 
ur ab oun0u pery and miſery he brings upon them. Andas he goes on1n 
preber,2-s. be. this drunken good-fellowſhip, and takes a pride and pleaſure 
m Hone & %*- 1npowring in of ſtrong drinke,, there many times in{enfibly 
grow upon him many loathſome diſeaſes a:d deformities of 
body, Rheumes, Dropfics,Pallies, a fearctull face, fpuing, ſal 
ling ,and never riſmg againe , (ometimesnot even out of a lit- 
tle gucter, that would ſcarce choake a childe. The laſcivious 
wanton that wanders «s the twilight , im the evening in the 
blacke and darke night, after the ſtrange weman , beſides the 
dart which ticks taſt,and ranckles in bis Liver ; mectcs in the 
meane time with rottenneſſe in his bones, a conſumption of 
his inarrow, 4 wound , and diſhononr, and reproach , that foalt 
net be wiped away. The boiſterous aſpiring Nimrod, out of a 
glut- 
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glatronous deſire of graſping offices ard honours, ſcrues him- 
tclfe vir9 & modis, into ſome high —_ as his onely Paradiſe, 
and when he is gotten up, dances tull merrily in golden fet- 
ters upon his ſlippery ſtanding : but couldeſt thou ſee into 
his inſide, rhou ſhonldeſt behold bis heart miſerably fretting 
and vexing it ſelfe ; raging with many paſſionate diſtempers, 
for the indignation of good men ; comemprt-of inferiours ; 
thwarting of competitors;envy of compeeres zunderminings 
of counter-facionilts ; jealouſies of Princes,&c. How many 
great mens hearts have burſt withthe blaſting frownes of a 
Kings forchead ? Nay, and which is a Bedlam miſery upon 
the ambitious man ; hee is many times more grieved for an 
affront of ſome grand oppoſite ; becauſe hee cannot have 
his will of this or that man, that ſtands in his way; or for 
the negleR bf ſome expeRed complementall reſpeR and ob- 
ſervance, then pleaſed with all the other bravery and jollity . 
of his high roome, This is deare in Hawmar, though he was 
encompaſſedand crowned with much undeſervedand extra- 
ordinary precedency and pompe ; yet this one little thing, 
to wit, becauſe Mordecas would not bow the knee, and doe 
reverence unto him at the Kings gate, did utterly marre and 
d.{ſweetenall the other excellencies and extracrdinarinefſe 
of the Kings favour : See Heſter, Chap.s, Verſe. 10,11,12, 
13. «And Haman told hu friends and wife of the glory of his 
riches, ec, But all thus, (aith he, doth nothing availe mee, as 
long 4s I ſee Mordecai the Tew fitting at the K ings gate. 

3- The third is an cternall ſting, which to a waking and 
working conſcience ariſeth out of a ſcrious conſideratien, 
and ſenſe of Gods cauſefull, juſt and holy indignation re- 
vealed in his Booke againſt impenitents in ſach kindes- 
Whereupon it is no marvaile, though many times their 
hearts hating to bee reformed, and hearing their ſeverall 
doomes denounced againſt them from Gods owne mouth, 
in that Word, by which they ſhall be jadged at the laſt Day, 
be full ſorely ſmitten with inward bitter gripings, and ſecret 
guilty ſtings the very helliſh flaſhings and foretaſts of that- 
never-dying worme,. which hereafter without timely repett» 
tance, 
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tance, will gnaw upon their conſciences with full rage and 
unquenchable horrour world without end. The worldling 
therefore may juſtly eremble and roare when hee reades that 
cutting Commination, Tam, 5. I, 2. Goe to now, ye rich mey, 
weepe and bowle _ miſerses that ſhall come vpon you, Towr 
riches arc corrupted, and your garments moth-eaten : your old 
and febver ts cankered, and the ruſt of them ſhall bee a witnel 4- 
$ ainſt yeu,and ſhall eate your fleſb as it were fire : ye have heaped 
treaſure together for the laſt dayer. The wanton, when he well 
weighs that flaming place, Heb. 1 3- 4. ſo full of vengeance a- 
 gainſt him : But whoremongers and adulterers God will indge. 
' Thedrunkard, when hee findes himſelfe in the curſed Cata- 
logue of that damn:d crue, 1,Cor.6.9,Be not deceived, neither 
fornicators, nor Idolaters, —nor drnunkards, Cc. ſhall mherit 
the Kingdome of God. The Ambitioniſt, when he caſts his cie 
from the top of his. uſurped honours, upon that dreadfull 
2 An non & vide. © downefall, Obadiah 4. Though thou exalt thy [clfe 48 an E a- 
mus ſepe,qu0d is p/e, and thowgh thou ſet thy neſt among the ſtarres , thence I will 
þ an ante ny Che thee downe, ſaith the Lord. 
Rtipant (arellices, But now on the other ſide, ſpirituall Ioy , which ſprings 
conjicieur, & cam OUt Of the wells of ſalvation , and isa ray and repreſentation , 
malefatoribus as jt were, of the Sunne of Rightcouſneſſe , and thateternall 
Lic rand & evi Fountaine of ſoundeſt- and laſting comfort , is all (weere, 
glorid falzenn * pure ſhining, calme, hearty, unſpeakeable, vrterly free from 
viz przſentvi- thoſe fore-grumblings and relu&ations of conſcience, enve- 
clucinem "3%* nomed mixtures and flaviſh apprehenſions ; after-repen- 
mors yenicas fa» tings, ſtings and melancholike dumps : though it may bee aſ- 
R_—— faulted, and ſomething dimmed with ſome doubts, diſ- 
di+ in foro magna truſts and weakeneſle of degree, by reaſon of our voglorifi- 
fur, & qui an car- £4 tate of mortality ; yet inreſpeRt of its creation , ſub- 
cre Canjpelgs ſtance, truth, and bliſſefull iNue, it is a very glimpſe of hea- 
: nur refdebar, & Venly glory, a pure taſte of the rivers of Life, and firſt fruits 


inflabarur, & bo- Of everlaſting joyes» Thus the bleſſing of the Lord maketh 
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bat, is ſabird poſtei jaceb't mortuus abſque ſpiritu , ſartulcntus, pertitus innumeris convitiis, ct hi 

quos pridem injurii affecir, et quos null affecic injuria : condolcntibus tamen his, qui :b iſto jujur' 

affici fucrunt. Quid hoc miſcrabilius fucrit 5 Item colle&a omaia ſepenumer9 inimict cr hoſtes ipter 

fe partiuntur ec di t: Peccara autem per que hc coacervata ſunt, ſecum auſert, de quibus dili- 

gen3,ct accurara ratio exigetur, ChryſofF. Hom- 23 is Gen. h 
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the heart ſpiritually merry with incomparable ſweetneſle, 
and he adderh no Cwow with it, 

3. Of dignity and divine temper. Carnall joyes have for 
their foundation the fading arme of fleſh, and the faſhion of 
this world, fraileand flecting as themſelves ; carthly power 
and policy for their prop and ſupport : For their Objed, the 
G eof theearth, Gold and Silver, foode for ſwiniſh 
worldlings ; noble captiviries, guilded fetters, I meane, unde- 
ſerved dignities, honours zoffices,greatnefle,and high roomes, 
the onely ayme of ambitions Shcbnaes ; the filth and froth of 
brutiſh pleaſures, fewell for Sodomiticall Aames,and ſuch like 
traſh, pelfe,and vanity : For their companions, feares, jealou- 
ſies, guilty gripings : The ſences for their ſeate : Time for 
their limit; for their end,cndlefſe griefeand horrour of heart: 
For all earthly pleaſare determines in heavineſle, as the Sunne 
ſers in darkne Cs 

But now on the other fide; ſpiritnall Toy is the bleſſed 
Spirits ſweer and lovely Babe, grounded upon the ſure Co- 
venant of everlaſting Love, Mercy, and Peace in Teas 
Chriſt : Thematterof itisthelight * of Gods countenance, , Q 1 enin jv. 
the Garments of ſalvation, the precious Robe of Chriſts cudiw , quam 
righteouſneſſe, intereſt in his deareſt Blood, and all the rich RAPE 
purchaſes of his Paſſion ; looking upon our names in heaven tio,quimvericati 
through the glaſſe of ſanftification, Gods holy Image renus ecrrum _ 
edupon our ſoules, and the illuſtrious beames of heavenly to, quim canco- 
graces ſhed fromthe Throne of Grace and ſhining therezeves um venias qua 
ry ſweet promiſe in his bleſſed Booke : In a word, [ebova,1/a. _ —_— 
61.10, Habakkah 3. 18. Phil.4. 4. and that glorious Name Gus votupearis. 
proclaimed, Exod.34.6,7. a wel ſpring of unſpeakable re- qu feeul! rot 
freſhing to every truely broken and bleeding heart ; being quim vers liber- 
well opened by a feeling anda fruitfull meditation: For mea. 48" = 
ſure, it is immeaſurable, without bound or ſtint, and paſſeth vica6 ſens qu 
all underſtanding, no ſtranger doth intermeddle with it, nei» orary7 on 
ther can any man poflibly conceive it, bur herhat enjoycs ir. deos Natiounm,, 
expelli ici ; P a 
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Itis, as it were, the amiable ſpendonr and ſparkle of that 
white Stone in the Revelation.Chap. 3.17. which oncly ſhines 
upon heavenly hearts, with delight vnſpeakeable and glori- 
ous : For ſeate and certainety ; It-is engraven by the Fingerof 
God with an heavenly Sun-bcame, as it were , ſhining from 
the face of Chriſt in the very center of the heart; whichnot 
all the powers of darkenefſſe or helliſh miſts can fmally dimme 
or diſpell ; the world neither give nor take from us, neither 
man, nor divell, nor ſhadow of death ever raze or root ont. 
It is honoured with that ſupernaturall ſingularity and ſacred 
remper, that utterly againſt nature and all naturall poſſibility, 
it extras ſweetneſs and life out of ordinary cauſes of de- 
jeRion and finking.Troubles,perſecutions, and reproaches,do 
fortific it, and ſerve as fucll ro cnlarge its lightfomeneſ>, 
See At 5. 41. & 16;35.ARs and Monum. pag. 2003. Where 
the glorious Martyr Woodman (peakes thus: hen I have been 
in priſon, wearing otherwhile bolts, otherwhiles ſbackles, other. 
while lying on the bare ground, ſometimes ſitting tn the ſtockey, 

Sometimes bound with cords, that all my body bath beene ſwolne; 
mnch like to be onercome for the paine that hath bin in my fleſh, ; 
ſometime faine to lie without in the woods and ficlds, wandering 
to and fro; few, I ſay that dwrſt tokeepe my company for feare 
of the Rulers : ſometimes bronght before the Inſtues, Sheriffes , 
Lords, Dottors, and Biſhops ; ſometimes called Dog ge, ſometime 
Devill, Heruihe, Whoremonger , Trayter, T hiefe, Decetver, 
with drvers other ſuch like ; yea and even they that did eate of 
my bread, that ſhould have beene moſt my friends by natwre, haut 


ſeparated mee from my mothers wombe ; all this that bath hap- 
peved to me, hath beene eaſie, light, and maſt deletable and toy- 
fall of any treaſure that ever I poſſeſſed, For duration, It is a 
very glimpſe of heavenly glory, which ſpringing up in a ſan- 
Rificd heart, out of the wells of ſalvation : and carried along 
with addition of the freſh comforts, fromthe Word and $a- 
craments, thorow a fraitfull currentand courſe of a Chriſtian 
life, is at laſt entertained into the boundlefſe and bottomeleſſe 
Ocean of the enleſſe joyes of heaven. Þ 
4. 


betrayed nee : Tet for all this, I praiſe my Lord Ged, that hath 
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_R Of uncorquerableneſſe againſt all created oppefitions : 


and affaulrs of carthly diſcomforts. An ounce of ſorrow marr 
a whole ſea of worldly mirth. The boyſterouſneſſe and bra» 
very of all carrall joy vaniſheth quire away, and expires even 
as a flowre when the heateriſcth that is ſent upon it,upon the 
very firſt approach or preſence of any either outwardtron» 
ble, or inward terror. A pricke of a needle, mach more a pang 
of the Stone, or fit of the Gout, is able todeprive a man of 
the pleaſure of the worlds Monarchy, One ſerious thought 
of death, or the ſight of one finne armed with Gods anger, 
will put the proudelt Nimwod, the greedicſt engrofler of all 
earthly delights, into Be/bazx.@ ſhivering. But now letthe 
Chriſtian, whoſe heart is \weetly repeſed upon the Rocke of 
eternity, be utterly ſtript of all outward comforts ; let heavie 
accidents fall upon him as thicke, as one wave inthe necke 
of another; which befell bleſſed ob : yet he is ſtill where hee 
was; he hath made God his portion, his onely Iewell and joy 
which hee hath in Heaven, or on Earth ; hw heart #4 fixed, 
trnſting ws the Lord ;and therefore when all earthly ſtayes and 
{taves of reede , ſhrinke in the wetting, and are ſhattered to 
nothing, hee cleaves with an unſhaken and triumphant tran- 
quilicie of minde to his Sawne and ſrre/d, Plal. $4.11, To his 
kght and bife, Toh, 8. 12. To his ffrong Tower of defence and 
exceeding great reward, Gen. 15.1. Heare his ſweete and no» 
ble reſolution in this caſe, Hab.3.17.18. Although the figtrree 
ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the Vines : the labowr 
of the Olive ſhall faile , and the fields ſhall yeeld no meate, the 
flacke ſhall bee cut off from the fold and there ſhall bee no herd in 
the ftalles : yet I will reiogee in the Lord , I will ioy in the God of 
»y ſalvation. While Ichove is in Heaven , his heart is inthe 
haven,though never ſo many ſtormes or tempeſts of the trou- 
bleſome ſeaof this World beate upon his houſe of clay. Rob 
him of all earthly refreſhments andlightſomeneſle of this life, 
and let bat che light of Gods countenance fhine upon him, 
which no darkenefſe, nor dungeon, nor Devill in Hell can in- 
tercept; and he is incomparably more merry,then the W orlds 
choiſeſt Minion, Pleaſures deareſt favourite, or the braveſt 
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. — - * all threatned judgements, horrors,curſes,confufions. Though 
templor in arca. 


Belfhazzar apon carth, inthe very top and ruff: of his moſt 
joviall revellings, and ſwaggering ſenſualitie. But it 1s nor fo 
with the carthly-minded man : for howſoever he may digeſt 
with reaſonable patience , and carry well enongh away , all 
crofles and contradiaions to his other worldly comforts, 
while he doth yct wallow without interruption and difquiet 
io the ſinfull pleaſures of that ſeleRed way of death, upon 
which the more hcadſtrong carrent of his carrupt nature 
hath caſt him ; and the naturall bent of his carnall affeRions 
hath ſinglcd ont, and made fpeciall choiſe of , to follow and 
fecd upon with greateſt dclight z which the Fathers call 
peecatum in del:cizs, a mans boſome finne ; yer cut him once 
ſhort of the treeand tull mjoyment of this his (enſwall idoll, 
arGcarthly god , and you kill bis heart quite, ard plunge 
him preſently into deſperate diltraFtions. For inſtance : The 
covetuus man , while his hcart may nesfle fecurcly upon his 
golden heape , will paſſe by without any great wound or 
paſſton,the curſes of the poore, the grumblings of his conſci= 
ecc,thecomminations of the Miniltry, the cry of the whole 
Country againſt his opprefli ons, uſury,facriledge, and finfull 
wayes of hoarding. When hee comes home, and finds his 


' bags and bonds ſafe ; hee blefſeth him{elfe in his heart againſt 


Teſus Chriſt himſclte ſhould preach and prefle ther» upon 
him, Lake 16. 14. with his golden wedge hee cafily cuts 
aſunder all ſcruples, doubts, exceptions, reaſons, arguments, 
objections, which any wayes oppoſe his covetous and crucll 
courſes, He pleaſes and applaudes himſelfe againſt all cen- 
{ures, andcontradi4ions whatſoeverto the contrary. But 
let Gods angry hand in his jaſt judgement, by fire, robbery, 
or ſome jecret conſumption, inatch away his w: alth; and he 
15 likely enough to goe out of his wits, and ingreat hazzard 
of ha»ging himſelte. While the ambitious man is proudly 
mounted, fits faſt upon the Seate of honour, and Idvlizcd, 
as 1t were, and adored above others ; hee can eaſily enough 
over-looke with an imperious difdaine, the indignation of 
good men , emulation of great Ones, the reproaches of the 
mulcitude, 
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multitude, and all other petty and private crofles : but throw 
him downe from his high place; turn him out of his offices 
and honours; and how weary he is of the world ? how irke- 
ſome to himſelfe ? how prodigall of his life ? how impatient 
of the company of men? Whule the wanton wallowesin the 
brutiſh pleaſures of his abominable filth ; hee beares well 
enough away the weakening of his body, the _— of his 
goods,the ſhame of his ſinne; lofleof friends,ſtaine of repu- 
tation : bur beate him backe, and barre him from the houſe 
of the frange woman, and you breake his heart ; baniſh him 
from his Minion, and he is readv to make away himſelfe. 
Woe, ſorrow, contentions, wounds without cauſe, rednefle 
of eyes, undoing of Wife and children, houting at in the 
ſtreets, will wellenough downe with the drunkard ; while 
he may domineereupon the Ale. bench : bur cut off the new 
wineand ſtrong drinke from his mouth; crofſe him in his 
{waggering courſe ; confine him from his good-fellow mee- 
tings, and you take away the very life of hislite, Thus every 
unregenerate man ſecures himſelfe in ſome one ſenſuall Hold 
or other, wherein the crowne of his carnall joy conſiſts ; of 
which bercave him, and you ſhall leave him joyl:fe, heart- 
eſe, hopdefle, and helpelcfſe. But take from the true Chriſtt-" 
an, if it were poſſible, both Heaven and Earth andall the crea» 
tures and comforts of both;yet you cannot take away his Joy. 
God 19 the ftrength of hid heart, and hu portion 'or ever, Smrely 
he ſhall never be marved ; hu heart u fixed and beleeveth inthe 
Lord. 

Which fith ir is ſo, that ſpirituall joy is ſachan unvaluable 
Tewell, and carnall ſo carſed a vanity ; let every Chriſtian be 
exceedingly carefull, not to ſuffer the froth and filth of this, 
to ſtaine or lefſen the glory and ſweernefſe of the other. Bur 
if he once perceive any company or kind of recreation begin 
to ſteale away his heart from communion and comfort inhis 
God ; let him abandon it as a canker and cut-throate of 
his ſpirituall bappinefſe ; and ever prize and preferre the 
joy of the ſoule , delights of Grace, refreſhings of the ho» 
ly,Ghoſt, infinitely before all worldly pleaſures , carnal 
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contentments, eaſe, or any carthly thing. 

Thus much of recreations. 

T1. Letme adde a word or two of viſitations. For com- 
plementall vifitations of unſanified great Ones, without 
juſt occaſion and a warrantable Calling ; befides finnefull ex- 
pence of precions time, are many times unhappy occaſians to 
embarke, cſpecially yeelding natures, in ſome baſe and ſcan» 
dalous buſincſes ; and to entangle them in thoſe wicked ſer 
vices or ſome uncomfortable inconvenience ; which after- 
ward in cold blood woefully wound their conſciences, and 
perhaps much weaken their Chriſtian repatations. 

Tehoſaphat may ſerve as a remarkcable inſtance for this 
purpoſe. Vpon atime, heecame downe to ſee Ahab King 
of I(rael, by way of Courtly viſitation. And though he was 
equall unto him in the crewned Maj:\ty of a King, anda 
good man ; yettraines and infinuation, by Rovall entertain» 
ments, and a Princely feaſt premiſed, as it appeares in the 
Rory, hee was cunningly catcht and caſt into the confede- 
rationandecicty of an nnhappy warre 2: whereby with a 
diſhonourable precipiration, hee plunged him(ctfe both into 
ſpirituall miſeries, and remporall miſchiefe ; both hurt his 
conſcience, and hazzarded hislife, For the firſt, 1. He ſad+ 
daincly and raſhly promiſed ayde unto e4bab, whom the 
Lord hated, before hee knew Gods will in the point from 
the mouth of the Prophet. 2. When faithfull A5chaiab had 
delivered the trath, and acquainted them with the minde of 
God ; henotwithſtanding went on with the buſineſle, 3.He 
did not appeare on the Prophets ſide, and in his defence, a. 
gainit the iwperious infolency of that falſe flattering Zede- 
chiah or the mercil-ſe tyranny of Abab ; who ſent him to 
priſon for telling him the ruth. Foule aſperſions upon fo fa- 
mous a King 1 For the ſecord ; by the cruellcunning of hol- 
low- hearted Abad, hee expoſed himſclfe bothto rhe enea- 
grced aad concurrent fury of the whole Syrian Armie ; ( ones 
ly upon a penitent ejaculation , his life was reſcued miracu» 
louſly from that extremeſt danger ) andalſo to the wrath of 
God, for helping the ungodly , andloving them that _ 
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the Lord as the Prophet rold him, 2.Chron. 19.3; 

Miſtake menot : I purpoſe not in this ro cerſlire 
or diſgrace any warrantable ceremonie and ſolemnities of 
State ; mutuall entercourſe of noble deportment amengſt 
Cempeeres; civill exchange of faire and amiable behaviour © 
one towards another; and charitable offices of hyrnanity, or 
Chriſtian paſſages of courtefie and love : but the idle, formall, 
flattering vanities, Hypocriſies, diſguiſements of thoſe many 
needlefle, fruitleſſe,and endlefic falurations, Vi- 
ſirations , entextainements , affetedand (ach vaine 
people, who are extremely tronbled how to bee rid of time : 
A commoditie of high account with allthofe, who are ſenfi- 
ble and mindefull of their laſt account : Every moment 
whereof,ought in the meane time to bee crowned with frait- 
full improovement,by all thoſe that feare Ged, I could 
wiſh that a gracious coucugrence of c and groatneſſe, 
tre Noblenefſe indeede , where God himſelfe is rop of the , ,, vii ie 
kinne, and Religionthe roots ; ( * in reſpe& whereof thoſe roica eſt emiocn-. 
other : by birth, by riches, by meere morall vexrne;, by v+- roma pong 
lour, by leaming, by favour of Princes, aro but ſhadoves yeaicn — ex 
and ſhapes of noblcneſſe ) were honoured with all due attri- v1.52; cum fs. 
butions, higheſt reſpefts, and beſt obſervance. In fuch a caſe mot 455 oo 
it is not uncomely for P «xl, to travaile from Arabia to Teruſt+ fe $pon Chriſti: 
lem to viſit Perer, Galat. 1,18, Or the Quecenc of the Songh, f* templum Spire. 
—————————— to = — INgs qui nadie 
10.1; But I would not have gliſtering folly, guilded rerten- ooo: 
neſle, _ a with Em mach Aces = counterfeit Du = 
crouching. For why w ilken © adored, and ©9=2nd Win 
golden damnation deified > Now the reaſons why ſach vifi- omiater; *bo- 
tations, as well as recreations may many times proove ſnares pane ch. 904 
to entangle us in finne, damps to dull oar forwardneſſe ; or Tww-4. De nebils- 
one way or other breede and bring upon us ſome ſpirituall ** 
—_— are ſuch as theſe: 

1. Great men without grace, ordinarily make nfe of all 
others fortheir owne advantage, With anieperions policic 
and a kinde of Machiavelian Aldwymy, they ſecretly and it 
"ithly cooven, Gipoſo axdmunge thingincy, abilitics, and 
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ſerviceableneſſe of their foflowers, viſitants, adherents and 
dependants, to ſerve their owne turnes, to feede their hu- 
mours, further their private ends of profit, plcaſure, riſing,re- 
putation, or ſome other choiſe carnall contentment and pre- 
dominate worldly delight. They have their portion in this 
life , and their heaven here ; therefore they hbour ro make 
their carthly Paradiſeas full of pleaſuces, as poſlibly they can. 
Their own ſenſuall covetous andambirtious heartsarethe cen» 
ters, wherein thelines and levell of all their plots , policies, 
and projeRts doe concurre, and meete ; and to which they 
mu and dire the officiouſneſle, pliabineſle, and ſeverall 
ſervices of all thoſe with whom they hold any kinde of cor» 
reſpondence or entercourſe. 

2. Suchexerciſcs of Courtly vanities, {1:eveleſle errands, 
idle buſinefſe, are Satans chiefeſt and choylſeſt ſeaſons for the 
ſuggeſtion of temptations, and too ſucceſlcfull diſcharge of 
his fiery darts, Hee hath ordinarily more power over men, 
and is much likelier to prevaile, when hce findes them idle 
or ill occupied ; then when they are buſted with humble. 
neſſe and fanceritie in religious duties, or the neceſlarie 
workes of alawfall Calling. In our beſt and holieſt imploy- 
ments hee is indeed moſt cager againſt us; but at times of 
idleneſſe and exerciſes of vanity, hee is commonly moſt ſuc- 
ceſſefull. In Gods buſineſſes, the honeſt executions of our 
Calling, and ſeaſonable Chriſtian recreations , wee may ex- 
pe& upon good ground, and with hopefull comfort, Gods 

oteQion, the ordinarie aſſiſtance of his bleſſed Spirit ;. 
— from the creatures; Satans reſtrain ; ſome good 
meaſure of mortifying helpe againſt the rebellious ſtirrings 
of our owne corruptions, and ſuch other bleſſings promiſed 
in ſuch caſes, Bur if men will needs bee idle or imployed in 
vanivy , they juſtly bereave themſelves of all theſe comfor- 
table proteRions and priviledges, For it is juſt with God, 
at ſuch times that bag ſheuld ——_ from them His 
owne proteRing.hand , reſtraine the gracious influences 
that holy Spirit, and let looſe againſt them with indignati 
Satan, the creatures, and their owne corruptions, which is a 
vary 
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very grievous cut to a tender and waking conſcience. 

3- The preſence and proteſtations, the intimations and 
motions of men in high place, 'mingled with an affeRed fami- 
liar communication of themtelves, and plauſible negle& of 
all formall ſolemnicics and auſterities of ſtate,upon purpole to 
inſinoate ſooner, and more ſuttlely ; are many rimes very po- 
tent to prevaile with, and per{wade eſpecially inferiours, For 
they are apt when they are ſo aſſaulted : x.To conceive them» 
ſelves highly honoured, when thoſe condeſcend and vouch» 
fafe to intreate and be beholding, who might in other caſes 
command, nay, and perhaps upon a point of advantage, and 
pang of diſpleaſure, quite cruth and caſhier them. 2. To hold 
ita covenient policy in theſe dayes of the ry ar of iniquity 
and ſelf love, when Iudgement © turned backeward , and 
Inftice ſtands a farre off ; when truth ts falne tn the ftreet, and 
equity cannot goe, as the Prophet ſpeakes, to | mm and de» 
merit ſuch mighty Ones, as may ſhelter and protect them 
from all ſtormes of violence, oppreflions,and wrong,nay and 
perhaps, by their countenance procure them-a great deale of 
credit and eſteeme ; if not obſervance and aw e from 
thoſe amongſt whom they live. z.Tocall to minde out of too 
many wofall experiences, that in the frownes and angry fore- 
heads of great men,are infolded many times many ſecret com» 
plots of cunning crueltie, and plauſible malice : which when 
time ſerves, fall full heavyupon the hearts and heads of inferi- 
ours,which are not in all pointspliable totheir humours. And 
out of ſuch carnall conſiderations as theſe,by a raſh unadviſed 
2 » they too often plunge themſelves hand over 

eadinto unworthy s,and become inſtruments of 
ill offices; the baſenefſe and iniquitie whereof doth afterward 
in cold blood ſtrike full cold unto their hearts ; and leaves a 
gaſh and grievous woendintheir conſciences, comforts, and 
Chriſtian r 10s, 

4 Atſuch entertainements and tables of Great men, not 
friends to the trath ; thou wilt be ready to vonwe thy morſels, 
and ſhalt looſe thy ſweate words. IS 
lawced perhaps with many bitter girds, auch rotten malke, 
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aSurrepunt eziam ® enforced healths, if not empoiſoned with blaſphemies, ob» 
iubuls Trequemter (7 enities and horrible oathes. Thy muſicke wilbe merry lyes, 
lupratibus : claw fained jeſts, ſcofs and ſcurrilities, againſt Gods beſt ſervants, 
oe ores ves & the Kings beſt ſubjes; commonly calumniated as peſtilene 
pucacur fuperbia: fellowes. For ſo the Church complaines, Lam, 3.63. Tam their 
prates volume maſcke. Few feaſts, where the er is not Gods friend, 
heel. ee, 24» batafter hisg fellow gueſtsbe well heated with variety 
'Evparic wv «. Of diſhes, and Qrong drinke ; as their faces > are inflamed 
Xa, mijn. with fiery refleRions one from another, ſo their hearrs will 
b Zartei face-bee be enraged with mutuall infeion of furious malice, to belch 
es ure cut moſt prodigious dunghill villanons lyes hammered by the 
this intemperency. Very fouleſt Fiend in the darkeſt nooke of hell, againſt choſe 
_— wo ** thatare tmeof heart : Lord, thou knoweſt | The comple» 
#:/ſe, menrall formes and floariſhes of thy welcome, may proove 
asa pitfall to plunge thee into ſome diſhonourable imploy- 
ment,or one way or other to betray thee to an uncomfortable 
entanglement of thy conſcience. So that if thy generous ſpi- 
rit will nobly riſe againſt ſuch froth and folly, ribaldry and 
railing, the unworthy degenerations of theſe worſt times ; if 
it be ſenfible of Gods diſhonour, the diſgrace of the Saints, 
and thine owne danger ; thou canſt not chooſe but be weary 
of ſich 'good cheere. Nay, befides the reſolution of thy 
] t, that in ſuch a caſe thou wouldeſt farre rather 
have ſtayed at home with a dinner of greene hearbs, then to 
have thine eares ſo grated, and heart grievedall the while at 

a great table ; cven in nature then ſhalt fare worſe, For th 
juſt indignation, diſcontentment and ſadnefſe upon ſuch 
ound, will naturally contra thine heart, thicken thy 
blood, chill thy ſpirits ; that naturall heate will faint and faile 
in the ordinary current and courſe of cancoftion, No mar- 
vaile then theugh thou be readier to vomit thy morſels, then 
to rejoyce inthofe high intertainments or v of meſſes, 
which are difſweetened with ſuch vr | _ MIX» 
tures. And ebow ſhalt looſe thy ſweet word: : both of humanity, 
and Chriſtianity, -e out of the ingenuous fimpli- 
ity andhoneſty of thy heart, thou wilt remrne reall, fincere, 
\onare demonſtrations of thankeful | 
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diflembled formall ceremonies of entertainement and wel- 
come, For the other;thou ſhaltbe ſo farre from finding a free 
and comfortable vent and entertainement to any talke ; 
that if chon meddle that way, thou marreſt all the mirth. 
Mention of heavenly things,our laſt account, thelife to come 
ar rw againſt finne, priviledges of the Saints, happi- 
nefle of the holy Ones,8c. which might ſweetly ſeaſon, and 
as it were, ſanRifie their meeting , and thoſe good creatures 
of God they ſo plentifully enjoy ; would preſently caſt all 
the company into dumps of melancholy. The Word of 
Ged,writ the wall in the very height and ruffe of his Y 
greateſt jollitie and revelling, did make the heart, joynts and 4 
knees of that mighty King Fe/fazzar to tremble, as the I 
leaves of the forreſt when they are ſhaken with the winde, + 
How often may we obſerve many goodly and gracious dif- 
courſes buried in the boſome of menof underſtanding and 
worth, placed below , by reaſon of the — talka- 
tiveneſſe, and imperious ignorance of ſome ſilken Idoll fitting 
atthe head of the table? Horſes, and Hounds and Hawkes, 
devoure full often and cate up not onely ſpirituall and holy, 
but even all morall and manly talke. 

For the more convenient declining and prevention of any 
enſnarement andinconvenience in this kinde ; let mee com- 
n_ to the Chriſtian ſach cautions and conſiderations as 

e: 

I. Ever before thou enter out of thy doores, upon any 
occafion, buſineſſe, journey, viſitation ; weigh well with due 
deliberation, in the ballance of an holy wiſedome, all cit- 
cumftances, concurrents, com 7.probubiliti of all events, 
and conſequents on both fides; of ſtaying at home, or 
going abroad ; viſiting this or that friend ; under-taking. 
that or the other buſineſſe ; and ever conſtantly encline- 
and reſolve that way , which in all-likelihood will bring: 
__ God , good unto others, and 
unto thine owne conſcience. Let it onely bee the 
«ms of hopdefſe their 
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one,and motion of the other, they muſt very ſhortly befull 
dearely accountable ar Gods ſtri Tribunall ) in thoſe. im» 
pertinent vagaries and idle viſitations , which have no other 
motive, but a deſire to be rid of time, and to feede a gadding 
ard reſtlcſſe humour ; no other end, but vanity or vaine- glo- 
rie;no iflue, but temptation, and greater diſabilitie to good 
dutics.Burt let every wiſcly reſolute andtruly judicious Chrie 
ſtian diſdaine,how ſoever worldly wiſedomederide it,to ſtep 
over his threſhold without a warrantable Calling , aime at 
ſome honeſt end, probable foreſight of ſome good to.come 
thereon, honourroGod, furtherance of ſome goed cauſe, 
good unto our brethren, diſcharge of ſome dutie of our Cal 
ling, performance of Chriſtian offices, of charitie, humanitie, 
natnrall aFf:Rion, mutuall comforting, confirming, refreſh- 
ivg, and building up one another in our moſt holy faith , and 
thelike. Otherwiſe hee ſhall be in great danger to returne 
home farre worſe, then when he went out ; laden both with 
moreperſonall guilrineſe, and acceſſarineſſe to others finnes ; 
bleeding with ſome freſh bruiſe of conſcience , by falling 
ſcandaloufly,or failing in ſome Chriſtian datic ; growne inte 
a further diſacquaintance and eſtrangement from God ; decp- 
lier ſunke, perhaps,into ſome ſinfull ſocietie, and ſenſuall con- 
formiries with men of this World, 

Some actions, I confefſe,, and undertakings in their owne 

« Adis woral's nature, and in reſpe&t of the obje, * as the Schoole-men 
conſideratur 2ter- - > 8 hs , . 

1- Sccundim ra.. ipcake,are indifferent : but cloathed with circumſtances, and 
Coen ans 2. Individuated by the aRuall working of a particular Agent, 
je&o abſque cir- are not ſo, but neceſſarily become morally good or evill, to 
—- ape 4, the doer. And therefore the aſſertion of » Catarinus in the 
ratiomem , quam Councell of Trent, to this purpoſe ; was confonant to the 
ur mnizas Opinion of the greater part of the <Schoole- men: Every parti» 

ircumſtantiis, fi- | 
a loci, remports, hujuſmodi. Primo modo contingit dari atum indifferentem, qui nec eſt bonus, 
nec malus, &c+ Sre Darend, 2, Dift 40. 9-1 It may not well be denyed, that of aftion: of men indued with 
the uſe of reaſon, are generally either good or evil» Hooker. [.2« Seft 8, of Eccleſieft. Politie. b Hitl. of the 
(onnc. of Trent- pay 196. © Thems: 1+ ſecunde queft. 19. Art g. Nullus individualis aus et indifferens. 
Alber 2. diſt-40.41.4- Acegid.2. Dift-40. q 2 Richsr-2+ Dif. 40, 8r-2-4, 3-Dar.2, Dift.40-9.1- See alſo En- 
Rlachine. Traft de aft. Hams. 9.5. Adtiones humane, ſeith be, confiderantur : 1. Yel ſecundum ſpeciem, 
& in aQtu ſignato. Sic admittuntur quidam aQtus humani ſecundim (ce, & ex naruri ſua indifferentes. 2. 
Vel ſecundum individuumy & velut in aftu cxcrcitos a  — —" - 
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cular ation, (aid he, © good or evill, neither it there to bee found 
any one indifferent : hee meancs in the ſingular and aQtuall exs 
iſtence; in the generall there may. Recreation is of it ſelfe, 
andin it owne nature indifferent ; but drawne into exiſtence 
and exerciſe, put in praiſe, and putting on circumſtances, it 
will ever become unto thee either nfl , or ſanified, IF 
re&ified by ſuch rules as I have formerly delivered for that 
purpoſe ; it may proove comfortable : but ſtaind with pro» 
phane company , a ſenſuall end, immoderate delight, none» 
ceſlity in reſpe& of weariedneſle of- bodie, or tirednefle of 
minde, vaine expenſe of precious time due to holy duties, or 
diſcharge of our Calling, it may proove carſed. It is ſoalfo 
in the preſent point of viſitations, 

2, Although the Apoſtle, 1, Cor. 10.27. in theſe words ; 
And ye be diſpoſed to gor (eemes to intimate, that it is notut= 
terly and abſolutely unlawfull apon any occafion for a Chri- 
ſtian,eſpecially if invited, to viſit an irreligious man; yet let 
none who deſires to preſerve peace at home in his owne bo- 
ſome, preſumo hereuponto plunge himſelfe hand over-head 
into any unwarrantable- engagements and correſpondencies 
with worldly men; or build hence a licentions conceitofany 
allowance to communicate himſelfe promiſcuoufly with fa- 
miliarity or content, either by way of invitation or viſitation 
fo all commers,all company. It is a foule ſigne of a falſe hearr, \ 
and a fellow , that at length will certainely fall away ; to ex- 
ped, entertaine, and enjoy with equall patience and delight 
the Worlds Favourites, and Gods Friends: to beeas open» 
hearted, open-handed, and open-houſed to a good-fellow , 

as toa gracious man. Every true-hearted PC on. 4 
infortned, and welladaiſed, cannot chuſe but appr ; AC® : 
knowledge and feele a vait and unwaluabledifference, be- 
tweene the fweet heavenly communion, andcontident come 
munication of heart-ſecrets with faithfalt fruicfull Chriſti- 
ans ; and the irkeſome intruſions, vexing vaineglortous te- 
diouſneſſe, and frothly conferences of carnall men. If; any of 
Gods chiliren therefore,at any time bee diſpoſcd to take any 


allowance and encouragement from this place, to invite - 
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viſit knowne enemics to the purity of Religion, or power of 
godlineſle ; let him caſt his eye alſo upon thoſe caſesand cau- 
tions, which may make it comfortable. They are ſuch as 
theſe : 1. Their ſalvation. 2. Thine owne ſafety. 

1. Fer the firſt, bee ſure to propoſe unto thy ſelfe their 
ſpirituall good, as thine onely aime , or atleaſt, principall 
end; and m the finceritic and fingleneſſe of thine heart, to 
ſeeke indeed the falvation of their foules. W ce have (brit 
Tefus himſelfe a ent in this caſe, Matth. 9. 10, 11,12, 
Hee ſuffered with patience , Pablicans and finners to preſſe 
into his company, and did cate and drinke with them , upon 
purpoſe, to heale their ſoules, and helpe them out of Hell. 
But his pure and ſacred ſoule was endowed with an infinite 
impoſſibility of receiving any touch, or tainture from thoſe 
wicked Ones, with whom he converſed;; whereas, woarmes 
and wretches that we are | if we watch not extraordinariely, 
and ſtand ſtoutly upon our guard, wee are farre likelierto bee 
poay by them, then they converted by us : and there- 
ore at ſach times it concernes us much, to recolle& and 
quicken up all the powers of our ſoules, and ſpiritoall forces , 
with ſpeciall addrefſe and reſolution to preſerveand vindi» 
cate, as we can, the honour, truth, and ſervants of God from 


all ſtaine Cp—_—_ and vnworthy cenſare. Let us la- 
bour and loo = —— roy wx Aces eaten to 
confront andcountermine ; as the Devils Proftors , cunning 
and malice, to undermine and affront the Kingdome of Chrii? 
Teſws, and glory of Chriſtianity. Ir is lawfull and laudable 
for the Phiſitions of the body , to viſit ſometimes ſuch pati- 
ents, as are infe&ed with contagious difeaſes, to cure and re- 
cover them ; ſo thataccording to the Rules of their Art,they 
arme themſelves with: preſervatives and conterpoyſons, to 
prevent and repell the noyſomneſſe of the aire, andnoxious 
yapours:ſo it may not proove unreaſonable for ſpirituall Phy- 
ficions, to be drawn ſometimes our of adefire of doing good, 
into the company of thoſe, who are woefully overran with 
the leprofie of ſin,and have,as it were,the foreof ſcan» 
dalous life nnging upon them ; ſo that bee forc-armed = 
; w 
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with prayer, premeditation, watchfulneſſe, &c. to purifie 
and preſerve their owne ſoules from ſpiritnall infeA ion. 

2. Secondly, in caſe of thine owne fafety ; but ſo, that 
in ſo doivg, thy ſincere heart bee not conſcious rnto it ſelfe, 
of laviſh diſtraſt, falſe feares, prejudice of Gods provi- 
dence, reliance upon thearme of fleſh, 8c. But that it appre- 
hend and approove upon goed ground, and out of an holy 
wiſedome, the preſent occafien, whether of invitation or 
viſitation, as a comfortable tmeanes offered by Gods 
band to mitigate the malice, and mollifie the hearts of thoſe 
which might doe thee a miſchiefe.It was the faying of a wiſe 
man, that he would rather have a Dogge to fawne upon 
him, then barke at him ; andbarke at him onely, then bite 
him. Whereby hee intimated thus much, as I conceived ; 
that Gods children ſhould not out of an auſtere, ſ@wre, un- 
warrantable retirednefſe, exaſperate and enrage unneceſſa» 
rily the too much already alienated affeRions of the contra- 
ry minded ; bur ſo farre as they may, without wound of 
conſcience, ſtaine of their innocency, or imputation of ſpi- 
ritnall cowardlineſſe, obſcrve them with ſuch common offices 
of hamanity, which may diſ-infierce and keepe them, if not 
hearty friends, yer atleaſt (which in theſe corrupreſt and 
angry times we hold a degree of happineſſc) moderate and 
ingenuous enemies, 1/aac may bee an inſtance in this ſecond 
caſe, who for a more confident ſecuring of himſelfe,and com 
fortable ſertling of his peace, invited Abwmelech and his fol- 
| ps ro. Gen, 26. 30. To the ſamepurpoſe, [acob 

ent « preſent to Eſa, Geneſ.32. 20, and promiſed to vi- 
firhim at Sex, Geneſ, 33+ 14- But now at ſuch times, and 
in ſuch company, thou hadit need pat on a great deale of 
courage and patjence, wiſedome and watchfulnefle ; _ and 
warily decline ewo obvious errours,and dangerons extremes ; 
farious zeale,and faint-hearted ſilence ; of which ſee before, 

4g.119. 
_ Doe not ſo diſtaine thy worth _— 
diſcover not ſuch extreme weakeneſſe and trnebalenefle of 
minde: reſemble not ſo neere the fearefull folly of obnoxt- 
ous 
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ous and vaine-glorious worldlings z as to ſuffer the eye and 
excollency of thine heavenly _ to be any whit dazeled 
ordalled with formall aff Qed gliſtering of outward glory ; 
as to hunt with fawning terrour, afterthe tranſitory favour 
of worldly greatneffe, to adore worthleſſe Magnificoes,and 
the worlds Minions with undeſerved flatrering attributions ; 
and withambitious aff:Aation, to contend for their counte- 
nance and uncomfortable correſpondence with them. The 
greateſt man without vertue and grace, though never fo glo- 
riouſly enriched with humane felicities, is but as a dead car- 
kafle hang over with-j-wels ; a very ſpeRacle of commiſe- 
ration, to every {pirituall eye ; even as that body is, which 
adorned with a goodly feature, and many other admirable 
beauties, yet wanteth eye-ſight, the comfort of life ; where» 
by it walkes in perpetuall darkeneſſe and deſp-rate danger. 
Goodnefle, though attended with contempt and diſgrace, is 
incomparably more amiable in the eye of an honeſt Cato; 
mach more of an holy Chriſtian, then all the vainc-glorious 
boiſterous repreſentations of any greatnefle or pompe. Mee 
morable and remarkable to this purpoſe, was the magnani» 
mity and reſolution of that holy Prophet, 2 Kings 3. 14. 
As the Lord of hoſts liveth, before whom I ftand, Surely were 
it not that I regard the preſence of Tehoſophat the King of In« 
dah, 1 would not looke toward thee, wor ſee thee, Miſerable 
then is the vanity and vaine-glorious ſlavery of ſach as with 
great cagerneſſeand impotency hunt ſo ambitiouſly after high 
ependances, and hold it a (trange happineſſe to inſinuate into 
the boſome of the worlds Favourites ; though it be by baſe» 
nefle, bribery, an aniverſall obſcquiouſneſſe, and vile accom 
modations, They, many times with vanting intimation al- 
{o to others, proudly applaud and pleaſe themſelves for their 
accefſe, countenance, and entertainment with Great men ; 
as though ir argucd in them ſome rare extraordinary ſuffici- 
ency and worth ; when as perhaps it js their owne flatteri 
inſinuations and intruſion ; their inſtrumental agency _ | 
imployment in ſome ill offices, lewd fervices, which brings 
them anto ſuch requeſt and accepration, But let ſach know, 
it 
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itisa thouſand times more comfort and true credit to be re- 
ceived, with Chriſtian love and armes of grace,into the heart 
and aft-tions of a good man ; then tobe entertained with 
greateſt bravery and worldly applauſe, into grace and favour 
with the greateſt gracelefſe One upon earth. For alas, when 
a man hath done all he can to pleaſe the hamours of ungodly 
great Ones, by an w.conſcionable ſatisfaRion of their car» 
nall deſires; and to grarifie them, hath unhappily grieved his 
owne conicience; he canatlaſt , when Gods Jreadfalt viſt- 
tation and flaming vengeance ſhall ſeize upon him for that 
ſinne, looke for no better reward and reply, then that cold 
comfort and cutring anſwer, which 7wdzsin the extremitie 
of his angaiſh and horrour received from the high Prieſts 
and Elders, Matrh. 37. 4. That curſed man came unto them, 
ready, out of the rage of his vexed conſcience, to teare his 
traiterous heart out of his body with his 0wnebloody hands, 
and threw the thirtie pieces of filver amongſt them and cryed 
out, 1 have ſinned, in that 1 have betrayed the innocent blood, 
But what recompence doe they retume for his imployment 
in villany, to ſerve their turne? Their reply is, # hat u that to 
uw ? See thon to that, And ſuch a man ſhall certaincly 11 the 
day of diſtreſſe , bee inforced to take up ſome rufull com- 
plaint, proportionable to Wol/eyes heavy groane ; Had I beene 
4s carefull to ſerve the God of Heaven, as my great Maſter 
on earth, He had never left mee in my gray haires, And we ſee 
in the meane time, favour is deceitfull and tranſitory even in 
private men; much more in great perſonages: The volubilitie 
of whoſe nature is ſoone glurted ; and very variable for kinds 
of fatisfation, A thouſand experiences in all Stories and 
times teach us ; how irregular, and many timesTetrograde the 
revolutions of higheſt favours runne. They havetheir par- 
oxyſimes and declinations, and ever at length their moſt cere 
taine expiration and everlaſting period. 

But on the other ſide,conſciouſneſſe of having held an un- 
fained fruitfull correſpondence and communion with-Gods 
pcople ; the onely excellent Oves, by all neerciband dearelt 
engagements and obligations of a profitable and —_ 
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able fellowſhip in the Goſpell, and mutuall entercourſe of 
godly conference , heavenly counſell, ſpirituall enconrage- 
ments, conſideration one of another, confirmation in grace , 
and well-grounded teſtification of meeting together in hea- 
ven, will incomparably more refreſh the trembling heart of 
adying man, then if hee had becne crowned all his life long 
with the imperiall glory of all earthly kingdomes. And in 
the meane time there is nothing in this world te be admired, 
bur the illuſtrious ſpendour of heavenly graces , ſhed and 
ſhining from Gods mercifull Throne, by his ſanRifying Spi- 
rit, into the ſoules of the Saints. N-ither any thing fo to bee 
defired, no ſuch prerogative.and Paradiſe in this vale of 
teares z as a mutuall communicating of their divine bright- 
nefle, and the ſweete joy iſfluing thence, avery glimpſe and 
earneſt of everlaſting glory , to the humble hearts one of a- 
aother. 

4. When thou viſiteſt others, or thy ſelfe inviteſtthem ; 
take notice ever before hand , with as punRuall and ſpeciall 
ſurvey, as thou canſt poſſibly, of their humours, diſpoſiti- 
ons, carriages, opinions, and bchaviours ; and thereupon pre- 
meditate and prepare convenient and ſeaſonable matter ; 
whereby thou mayeſt more ſucceſſively addreſſe and apply 
thy ſelfe withall meckenefſ: of wiſedome and patient dif- 
cretion , to inſinuate , interpoſe, argue, anſwer, reproove, 
reply, and ſo demeane thy ſelfe in thy whole diſcourſe, that 
through thy default, neither the glory of God, the honour 
of his Truth, the reputation of Chriſtianity , or thine owne 
conſcience, receive any indignity, diſgrace , diminution or 
wound. Would Chriſtians take this counſell, hold this 
courſe; they would at ſuch times, not ſo often depart with 
ſpirituall diſcontent, and ſo ſmitten with conſciouſneſle after- 
ward, of their filence, omi ons, cowardlineſſe, and unpro- 
fitableneſſe in companie, For want of care and conſcience 
in this point, countrey people gmecte many times in their 
Conventicles of geod fellowſhip, at Ale-houſes, Bake-hou- 
ſes, Goflippings,as they call them, &c. as ar acommon Mart 
of Tale-tclling, back-biring , diſgracing their neighbours , 
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raging againſt Profeſſors , ſawcily and unſeaſonably med- 
ling with , and miſcenſuring other mens matters; yea,and 
would you thinke Mn " pray a_ A med os 4 
State ; reviling the Miniſtery , eſpecially w1 
manifeſtation of the Spiritand, an holy impatiency, to ſee the 
devill domineere and revell it in the' blaod of the peo 
foules withonot contradition. W hen = come 
at ſuch times, every one opens his packe of tales; for Ihave 
rold you heretofore, thar a Tale-bearer is compared to a 
* Pedler, as the word in the Originall clearely intimates, who , (,, o_ 
having furniſhed bimſelfe , and filled bis packe with variety 97 XY 
of peddling and petty ſiuffes , trots up and downe fer vent Thw ſtat mr gee 
fromheuſe to houſe, where he findes beſt cuſtome and ſpeci- Zrit-lemer. © 
all entertainement : I ſay at ſuch meetings, it is their manner {> »5- 16 of 
to __ every one his packe of falſeand flanderons tales ; 2B) Merear- 
which they have raked and ger 1 ex mw v9 > _ 
malicious ſarmiſes , liſtnings, whiſperings, icall in- 
quiſitiveneſle into other menybuſineſles, or ſome odde idle 
Intelligencers, whom they entertaine for that e; and 
there, out of an itching hamour of talkativ and tartling, 
they lay abroad ſuch rotten wares, to the empoyſoning of 
the cares of thoſe that heare them, the defaming of their bre- 
dhren farre better then themſelvey, and certaine remonſtra- 
tion to their owne conſciences, that they are as yet the chil- 
dren pf the devill the father of lies and flanders , and,have of 
him already learned the very language of hell, Were fach 
meetings mingled and ſeaſoned with gracionstalke ; (andall 
our talke ought abwater to bee with grace, Colofl. 4.6.) with 
holy conferences, and helping one another towards heaven ; 
with planting and preſerving Chriſtian love, and kinde af- 
feRions one towards another , it were an happy thing ; but 
while- there-is nothing but ribald and rotten communica- 
tion, ſ@wing many times much ſced of zbitterneſſe and heart» 
burning againſt their brethren, in the cares of oneanother, 
and a curſed ſacrifice, as it were, of ſpiteful md flanderous 
rongues, offered up unto Satan ; ſuch miſtrable meetings are 
fitter for Pagans, then Profeſſors of lights ACE 
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ſtory of hell, then for the communion of Saints, Neither are 
higher places and great feaſts free from ſuch froth and eranſ- 
cendent villanies of the tongue : Becauſe there the moſt 


hold it a point of preciſeneſſe , to make conſcience of their ' 


conference, ſay tothcemſelues, Onr bps are our owne, who w 
Lord over us ? Plal. 13, 4. labour more to furniſh themſelyes 
before-hand with complementall phraſes, formes of flattery, 
flouriſhes of wit, varietic of jcſts, and other vaineglorious 
oſtentations of courtly ornaments, then with any one word 
of the Word of God, world to come, or the way to heaven. 
They, I ſay, therefore, too often unworthily diſhonour ſuch 
meetings with much unnoble deportment in thetr diſcourſe. 
Beſides other deformities and indignities, how ſeldome ſhall 
we finde great Tables and ſolemne Feaſts, without that cur- 
ſed Aduficke, mentioned, Lament. 3, 63 ? Bat oh, how inft- 
nitely vnworthy is it a man of honour and worth, to ſuffer 
with patience,any roguiſh Fiddler, fcurrill Ieſter , or ſtigma- 
ticall ſonne of Belial, to fall foule upen thoſe men, the trueſt 
Nobles upon earth, Pſal. 16. 3 | Of whom, andthe time is at 
hand, even the proudeſt of them all, repenting and grening 
for arguiſhof (pirit, will ſay , nay with hidzows yellings 
roare out : Theſe were they whom we had ſometimes in derifien. 
and a Proverbs of reproach. We fooles recounted their hfe mad- 
weſſe, and their end tobe without hononr : but how are they now 
numbred amongſt the children of God, and their lot is among the 
Saints ? Therefore have we erred from the way of Truth, &&c. 


W here is now the bravery and pompe of our high places ? the 


earthly Paradiſe of our deareſt pleaſures ? che Roſe buds, with 
which wee crowned or ſelves in the ſpring of our youth ? 
They are all withered, vaniſhed, and come to nothing , they 
are palled away like a ſhadow, as the remembrance of a gueſt 
that tarcieth but a day ; nay, as a Poaſt that baſteth by. 

Thus muchalſo of Vifſitations. Now, 

ITI. Concerning naturall aRions, as meate, drinke , 
fleepe,&c. I ſhall nor fay much. For were it not, that through 
the carſe of nature, wee wofgllybeſot even common ſence, 
and infatuate our reaſon with Ar and yiltull blind- 
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nefſe ; every man might bee a rule unto himſclfe, for rem- 
perance, and moderation this way. Hence that proverbe 
hath its prebability, Every wan « either a foole or a Phyſition, 
Either he hath learnt by manifold experience,and obſervation 
of the ſtate,exigency and ability of his owne body;what ſea- 
ſons and proportions of ſuch naturall helpes may be fitteſt for 
his temperament and conſtitution ; or elſe he 1s moſt unwor- 
thy of that noble thing , an underſtanding ſoule , which he 
beares in his boſome. 

For the firſt,Gluttony, fulneſl: of bread, one of Sodems 
fins;which as the Schoolemen fay out of * Gregory,conſiſts in Ezech.16-49. 
theſe five points: 1, In- an over-burdening of narure with (3h Pre- 
new matter, and more meate, before the perfetionand peri- quinque nos mo- 
od of concoQion have raiſed a kindly appetite, 2. In acuri- A pm 
ous hunting after coſtlineſſe , variety and daintineſſe of fare, do namque indi- 
3. Ina luxurious affeRationof too much Art, and exaRineſle prevenit: aticumn- 
in dreſſing and prepariog it. 4. In exceſſ: and immodera» 4 verd rempws 
tion in reſpeR of the quantity. 5. In a ſenfuall fury of the cibo.” * \matiares 
appetite after good cheere, I ſay, this unmanly monſter and, qp*ric : aliquan- 
Tyrantof the belly, as Chry/oſtome cals it, doth at this day C5 maven 
raigne as generally, and cry as loud, asany ſinne I can upon 3c<urayns exper 
the ſuddaine remember ſo little contradited. (And yet there em, & qualicati 
are many foule and ſcarlet abominations, contempt of godli- <idorum, rem: 
neſſe, ynworthy comming to the Sacrament, vſury, idlenefl, C ipla renee 
many hatefull baits and entiſements to laſt ; as nakednefſe mend ments 
of breſts and wriſts, abhorred filth! painted Þ faces, falle refe&ionis exce- 
© haire, monſtrous faſhions,&c. which are not taken to heart #7 Nonnmngaim 
in any proportion to their execrablenefſe ; againſt which, eſt quod defilera 
ſtu mmend defiderii dexerits peceat- Prepropert, lauts, nimis ardenter, ftudioſe, þ Quidf, Face in fa. 
cic Chriſtanz Aus, & ceruſſ.? Quorum akerum ruborem genarum, labor umque mentirur 3 
alcerum candorem oris, & colli, ignis juycnum, fomenta libidinum, impudice mentis indicia. Quo- 
modo flere pot eſt pro peccatis ſuis, que lac'ymis cuter nudat, & ſulcos ducir in facie + Qui fiducid 
crigit ad caolum vultus, quos Conditor non agnoſcit £ Hieren. «d Fariam de flats viduals. Fpitt-24 queſt. 
3. Trat,7. Fob g. c Audaci conata & ſactilego contempeu crines tuos inficis,walo 7 fururocum, 
capillos Jam tibi lammeos auſpicaris —. Non mervis oro que talis es, ne cium r dics ye- 
nerit, Artifex tuus te non recognoſcat, & ad ſua premia & promiſla veniemem, removeat et exelu- 


dat ? increpans vigore cenſoris et Tadiri 
ct; cutem fall medicamine polluifti, crinem adukero colore muti 


dicat: Opus hoc meyum non elt, nec imago bec noſtra 

1, expugnata ct mendacio 

facies, figura — eſt alienus eſt. Deum videre non 
cus 


oculi tibi non 


ﬆ, 
is 
ſave ,” quos Deus Feci » fed quos Diabolus infecit. Gprienee De Diſciplis. & Habit, Vingi- 
may, 
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Pulpirs are too (flent, and the times digeſt-without any great 
remorſe and reclamation, ) 

We lift_up our voices loud againft drunkenneſſe, and it is 
bigh time ; for itgrowes towards an high tide,and threatens, 
without timely and refolate oppoſition, a lamentable inunda- 
tion to the whole Kingdome, W hercas his fellow foule fiend, 
gluttonous revelling, eates up Gods creatures with abomi- 
nable exceſſe, farre more unobſervedly and uncenſured ; and 
yet it isa worke of darkeneſſe, and damnes as well as drun- 
kenneſle. Rom. 1 3, 13. Gal. 5. 21. nay, and that more dango« 
roufly, becauſe more inſenſibly. To preſerve thee faire and 
free,not onely from wallowing in this beaſtly finne, which is 
proper to Belials, but even from any touch and all appearance 
of it, take notice z Nay, to firethe moſt ravenous fenſualiſt 
out of this ſwiniſh filth, let himalſo conſider ; 

7. Firſt, That even that ſinfull ſuperfluity , by which hee 
flayeth his owne body ( for by ſurfeting , ſaith the Wiſe man, 
have many periſped ) might very comfortably revive the hun» 
dVaue gulows gry faintings,and ſuſtaine the larguiſhing life of *many made 
gy - of the ſame mould, and farre better then himſelfe, So that , 
pavpere Catis ha- the matter, there is, as it were a double murder, How 
verent.de pane To then are ſuch good creatures of God ſanRified by Word and 
de portione fol prayer, 1.Tim.4-5.to ſuch luxurious Fratricides, unmercifally 
ee en umn Mindlefſe of Joſeps afflitions or how doe they cate to the 
quod impendis; plory of God? 1-Cor, 10. 31. 
yelis, nolzs DE" 2, Whereas thou mightcſt enjoy an ative , able, health- 
«Sercrern ſid by full, and lightſome © body ; which is an happineſſe tobee 
eee prized abovt gold, riches , infinite wealth ; By thine intempe- 
Hemg bed ; ©=d rancy this way, thou filfe{t it with cruelties, rheumes, ob- 
i ealth. Ney,ie s (XU Ions, diſtillations ,- and many wofullt diftempers, The 
further repinted of S 5 antde arti 
of he ry Ty —_ boi dd dhe err Od ofhe L cha 243 Gollen vr. 
poreeth of bimſelfe lib. 5. cap» 1. De ſanir turnd. vo oor 26, yeeres of age ( and be lived , @ $ipominus 
writerh, 146. yeeres, and d1ed oncly thranyh feebleneſſe +f notare) be yas never grieved with ann fictneſſe. ex- 
cept the grudge of « Fever of one day. Now bis rales were chiefly, 1+ Never to eate and drinke bis fol. 2. Never 
Te UDC a ens bot 
—_ f Pedum dolores, & capitis gravedines , & & 
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v4, parcoque vittu, ſed cx er (aruritate naſci ſolent, Cryſoft ibie- 


niet, Ai 


Cre rfortable walking with God. 


paines of watching, and choler ,and pangs of the bely, are with an 
in/atiable man, (faith the W iſe man. Many a one complaines 
of his head , for ſending done ſo mach rhcume, the mother 
of all maladies. But- the head might well anſwer as one 
faies wittily, Deſone ſundere & ego deſonam fluere : Bt then ſo. 
ber in powring downe , and I will bee paring tn ing downe, 

Doe not thou diſtemper with exceſle, I will dittill leſſe. 

The ſtomacke ſarcharged above the {| of its ai- 

vity , as they ſay , and power of naturall » by immo- 

derare cramming or heaping upen it more meate, before 

the former bee concoted ; like a fire beginning te burne 

loaden with greene wood, engenders many ft clouds, 

as it were, of raw ſuperfluous fumes ; which aſcending into 

the braine, and reſolved by the coldnefle thereof, as vapours 

in the middle region of the aire , raine downe into the 

abundance of cheume, the ſource of =- —_— diſtem- 

pers and diſeaſes ; gowts, dropſics,ac umprions, pal- 

fies, and other TIT maladies. As therefore _ 

wouldeſt not with a dram of ſwiniſh 8 pleafares parchaſe a g Volapras qui- 
pound of exquiſite paine, riſe till from the table withan 32 25 omar. 

appetite, / 
ot life, is a deare indulgence from God, acyl 
anfſoo be highly prized; bark of the enerate , that hee 1+ it ill, quines 
may yet repent and make his ———— before the pit 5 pejorcoom 
of deſtruQtion hath ſhut her mouth irrecoverably upon him; 5 ferem, & capi- 

and alſo of the Chriſtian , that hee may doe more nobly yet, & tofnom mort 
make his eleRion yer ſurer, with faller conqueſt trample finn : froquery 

upon his boſome luſt,ard body of death ; grow intoaneercr fomuum ex cr- 

fellowſhip and communion with his God; and looke backe = 

upon as much timeas he can poſſibly get , ſpent Gncerely in rutatione. This 

his ſervice , before helooke his Captae Chrift Tons inthe 

face ; who hath ſo dearely bought him,and will ſo glpriouſly 

crowne him. Now this foule excefſe and fulnefle of feeding 

robs us of this Iewel befgge our time,andſhorteneth yer mote 

our already ſhort { of living in the world. Hee that die- 

teth himfelfe,prolongeth but bſelauh the Wile man. Therefore 

it followes bY a conſequence of coommigy ; hethat is greedy 
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upon meates, puts a knife anto his throate. Whereupon, 

ſaith one,many by overmuch eating,and continuall Feaſts, fl 
Nature,and choake up themſclves; which had they fed conrſc. 
ly or like Gally-ſlaves beene tycd roan oare, might have hap- 
pily prolonged many faire yeercs. And a noble learned Knight 
1:quiring the cauſe of our ſhorr-livednefle in theſe laſt times 
in reſpe& of former, renders ſach reaſens as theſe : 

I, The tender bringing ap of children, firit fed and now» 
riſhed with the milke of a ſtrange Dug; an annaturall curiofi- 
ty having taught all women ' (bur the Brgger) to fied cut 
Nurſes, which nececffitic onely ought tv commend unto 
them, 

2. The baſty marriages in tender yeeres, wherein Nature 
being but yer greenc and growing, -we rent from her and re- 
plant her branches, u hile her.ſelfe hathnot yer any roote ſuf- 
ficient to maintaine her owne top ; and ſuch halfe ripe ſeedes 
(tor the moſt part ) in their growing up, wither in the bud, 
and waxe oldevenin their infancy. 

3+ But aboveall thiogs, the exceeding luxurionſneſſe of 
this gluttonous age, wherein wee prefſ> Nature with over 
weighty burdens, asxd fi:ding her ſtrevgth defeRive, wee 
rake the worke out of her hands, and commit it to the artih- 
clall helpe of Sacke, Tobacco, ſtrayg Warers, hot Spices, pro+ 
voking Sawces, &c, As thou whuldeſt then notabridge thy 
dayes, and be guilty of thine owneuntimely death, doe not 
gormandize, 

4+. Never any man given to his belly, did nobly in any 
kind, or ever performcd any great worke ; but ordinarily 
prooycs alwiniſh idle unprofirable burden of the earth ; and 

* Haber animam Dath bis fouls oncly, as they tay, for * falt to keepe his body 
pro tale. His ſeale from putrefaRtion. The excellency and ativiry of the foule 
yew rn is quiredampr, . and utterly diſabled from all deepe and divi- 
re keepe bu body her contemplations, from all noble atchievements and ia- 
_—_ ng e%* Joiments of waight, by the burth<nſome fulneſſe 1d * dul- 
4 Nih/lo Guat aG- ncfſe of a ghuttonous body. "Wee can; never looke for great 
nis meboris 3% matrers frum that man, which better reliſheth ſweer ſawces, 


16n delacias ſefantes, Chry/ofts Hem. y 5. 4d pop. Amicch. 
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then the ſweernefle of doing vertuoufly ; and hatha better 
palate then braine. All the greateſt perſonages of the world, 
and thoſe thar have excelled any way, cither in managing af- 
faires of Kirgdomes, warlike —_— heavenly, natural, 
morall, or manuall skill, &c. have ſober. Even amongſt 
the very Heathens, as Gyre, Ceſar, the Romane Cary/and 
Fabrity, more ennobled'and renowned for their frugaliry, 
then famous viRtories, Bat now on the contrary, the moſt 
cxecrable monſters for villany, cruelty, luxury, unnaturall im» 
purity, that ever lived, have beene gluttons, as the Þ Sodo» 5 Brech-16. 45. 
mites, © Caligula, &c, As therefore, thou wouldeſt not « Luxus fair per- 
drowne, and dull the powers of thy ſoule in the (ottiſhnefle —_—_— qt 
of ſach - hill excefle; bur have them at command for the aurates babueric- 
ready exerciſe and improvement of their beſt abilities,at time 
of need, and for a comfortable diſcharge of both thy Cal. 
lings ; eate mod-rately. Sownd fleepe commeth of moderate ea- 
ting, faith the Wiſe man, be riſeth earely, and bye wits are with 
him ; to wit, able,aRive and ſtrong for any undertaking. For 
as the ſoule ought not with carking thenghtfulncfle, falſe 
feares,unneceflary dej24 ion, to afflit and waſte the body:ſo 
neither ovght the body by any ſenſrall idulgence and inter» 
perancy, to weaken ang emaſculate the ſoule ; butbuth body 
and ſoule ſhould ſerve onegnother in ſobriety and moderatt 
on ; that the whole man may be more ſufficiently and cheare- 
fully ſerviceable ro him that created both body aud: ſoule for 
that purpoſe, 
F 5. The very Heathens by the lighfof reaſon, did abomi> | 
nate with much mortall indignation, the fuperfiuous vanity 
and curioſities of this {winiſh finne.,” A Bull, faith 4 Seneca, ; rare paucity. 
willbe fid with a paſture of a few Acres : one. Forreſt wiil morum jgeras: 
ſuffice many Elephants. But ſcarce the Aire with all her ?19 Gta Ele. 
Fowle, the Sea with all her Fiſh,the Earth with all her Roots phants plaribe: 
and riches, will fatisfie the inſatiable Gut of @ g/utronous _—_ rm 
Epicurc» And therefore,faith he, we may well ranke and reckou od IITS 
Smt ran I 
vero nc awumaliam quidem, (cd mortuornm., 
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wen given to the belly, among ft bruit beaſts, » ot reaſonable crea- 
rurer,nay, ſome of them not ſo munch as among ft lvving creatures, 
but ratber loathſome dead carrions. 

Now in a Second place, conceming exceſle in drinke : It is 
not poſſible, thatany who hath given his name to the purity 
and power of godlines ſhould plunge himſelfe into the hare- 
Ebriezzs enim full and horred dungeon of drunkennefle , which efuftin 
QUEENS —_— to the pitof Hell. In ſtead therefore of purſuing 
Serm.23 i. thisfoule Fiend, the proper familiar of the ſonnes of Belial, I 

* willfpenda word or two about Healthing ; to which, per- 
haps,at ſometimes, in ſome company, thou art tempted with 
much ſcornefull importunity ; but after troubled in cold 

Mi -:29weris2r blood for having ſo conformed to the faſhion of the World, 
aims 779, Andleſt oppoſition to this exorbitant humour of the times, 
8-12 ſhonld be charged withtoo much preciſeneſſe and novelie ; 
T will oncly at this time in this point , acquaint you with rhe 
judgement , zeale, and noble indignation of the ancient Do- 

Rors,both of the Eaſt and Weſt Churches againſt it. 
> Many foule finnes are there in theſe laſt and worſt dayes, 
which elder times were exceedingly angry with,and all ſacred 
learningabominates, and yet I know not how”, are fo tranſ- 
formed, and incorporated into the affeRionsand approbati- 
on of the preſent rimes, . that they rather goe inthe eſteeme 
of the moſt, for honeſt recreations, Gentlemer-like ſports, 
tolerable trades, trifles not to bee taken norice of ; Prodigi- 
ous impudencie ! then for workes of darkeneſle, and Satans 
ſervices, as they are indeed, Such as Stage-playcs, mixt dzn- 
cing, dicing, officious lyes, painting of faces, falſc haire,uſory, 
healthing,&c. theſe and the like , are at this day ſopamted o- 
ver with ſenſuall dawbing, and ſtreines of wit ; ſo prevalent 
in mens affe&ions, ſo impatient of contradition, fo raging a- 
gainſt any talke of reformation , and ſhekered the 
wings of good fellowſhip ; that the Miniſter which meddles 
with them, ſhall twenty to one. be ip/ſo fatoa ranke Puritanc. 
Againſt the reſt 1 have upon other occafions diſcharged the 
Ordnance of Antiquity: Heare at this time what the Fa- 


thers ſay againſt Hcalching, _ 
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eAmbroſe powres out himſclfe in a mighty torrent of (a 
cred eloquence , wich much power and bly indignation #- 
gainſt the Healthers of his time ; as you may (ec in divers 
Chapters of his booke de Heha,C+ jrinmo : his 1 3. chapter 1s 
intituled, De petw ad equales calices; Of drinking Healthes. In 
the 1 8.Chapter he brmgs them in thus, in their ſwaggering 


humour : Let ws drinke, ſay they, to the health of the Emperenr, via 


axd whoſoever pledgeth not his health, let him bee obnoxione and 


gneltie in point of devotion. Higheſt prophanenefle ! Hatefull Cakore, 


impictie | Shall an honeſt ſober man, and faithfull ſubjeR, 


who loves the King dearctier then his owne hearts blood;and «mare Imperato- 
would willingly both our of courage and conſcience, powre [5,7 P20 


it out if need required, for the preſervation of his perſon ; be- 
ſides Prayer for him in the Houſe of God, and in his family, 
makes conſcience alſo of ſolliciting the Throne of Grace or- 
dinarily twice or thrice a day in private, with hcartineſſe and 
fervency for chiefeſt and choiſeſt bleſſings upon his ſoule , 
body,governement, poſteritic,&c. and if any inconvenient and 
diſcontented thought offer it ſelfe, repells it as a diabolicall 
remptation ? I ſay : Shall ſuch an one, onely becauſe he dares 
not give his name by revelling, to that curſed catalogue of 
carnall condemned workes, Gal, 5.21, 1. Pet. 4. 3.nor con- 
forme to the exorbitant riotuos hamours of the time, leſt he 
wound his conſcience, and weaken his power to pray for 
him, bee queſtioned about his good intentions , and well 
wiſhing to the King? And ſhall a ſwaggert Gallant emp- 
ty many times of all reall worth, and truely noble parts ; one- 
ly audagious to expoſe the crowned Majeſty of our 
earthly gods toc eand contempt , by an unhallow- 
ed toſſing the y e name of Sovetaignty amongſt his 
Cups ;and in ſtead of praying, to which hee is a meere ſtran- 
ger, and holds it-Paritanicall, provokes daily and hoarely, 
and = downe, all —_— Ferry wrath both upon 
King and Kingdome, by his /wearing, drinking lying, whoring, 
&c, Hol. 4.1,z, Ifay; ſhall hes God the Emperours onely 
friend? Whereupon the good Father immediately after, ico- 
nically abominates ſuch Bedlam folly ; © pie devotionss a 
quinm | | 
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quizm ! faith he; A ſ{weete peece of pious devotion ſure ! 
'Panl teicheth us another leſſon, x 7mm, 2. 12, That wee 
14. x. ſhould pray for the health and falvation of Kigs, And there- 
a Hom 14. in F. © . RIES 
bre-t.& lawn, Fore it was a wile (peech of a great man; By your /eave, 1 will 
» nenOns ae pray for the K img health, and drinke for mune owne, 


tem potatione, 


prodit m medium Great * Baſt! alſo paints them our, and the taſhion of his 
Adoleicens nor. .* - . | * . $48 b h 
dum cbrus, phis.. times, 11 his S«rmon of Drunkenneſſe to this ſence : I hex 


= _- retrige- growing $0 the heat and herg ht of their bomting and banqueting, 
- = 7 there cones me out a Jonng man,not yet drunke, and brings wpou 


— na, his ſbonlder i 4 veſſell of cooled Wine ; and he , the drawer with- 
per oblique ak. drawne , ſtanding in the mid#?, doth derrve and convey thorow 


aſe vs oo ſeveral crooked pipes, toall the good-fellow gueſts, equal mea- 


cratem Novum /#7e of drinke, and matter of drunkenneſſe. T his is a new kinde of 


genus hoc men luy- . : l : 
=, ob an meaſure, (aith he, where there 14 no meaſure of their meaſure ; 


meuſurz modus, that by equalitie of their caps, there be no grumbling among [# 
wg | — u them,nor one decerve or circunrvent another in drinking. 

ter eos nulls fir Learned * Awſtinin his Sermons of avoiding drunkenneffs, 
abom pee is purſues this luxurious vanity and (waggering cxceſſe in many 
<ncumvemar, aut Zealous pallages : amorglt the reſt,mee thinkes theſe ſhould 
* low wic vans. INGOVEC. | 

wir avipy wi Tt 15 noW come to this,© 7 hat at their feaſts and bangquetings, 
CD n= they langh at thoſe which can drmke leſſe; and bluſs not to adjwre 
Th GE. mn by unfriendly friend/up , that they wonld take more drmke 
233-6  y "er. hen 1s mecte, 


- Vt «, coaviviis d They bluſh not to ſwill of entimes even untill they vor, and 
Uls HI r1 Cart cos, 


gui minus bibere £0 drinke by meaſure wthour meaſure, Greater Cups are provie 
poſlunt; & per ded, They contend by 4 Certame law of drinking ; and bee that 


Jaim:Cam amic it » , . 
am adjurare ho- C4 _— praiſe by hu horrible ſanze. 
7 


mines non Cru © Doe mot wre, doe not arge thy friend to drinkg, but leave 


beicunt,ut potum , | ; 
ampinus ovip it, by to him{el'e to drinke a: much as he pleaſe ; and if tree wll 
T Freo emer cri. #eeds be drunke,let bim periſh alone,and be not borh damned. 

aw uique ad vo- | Beloved brethren, while I tell you theſe things, 1 free mine 
mitumingurgtitarc 

ſe non ecube cunt;z& ad menturas fine menſuri bibere. Mejor: pocula providentur Cert bibendi lege 
contcnditur. Qt 1 poterit yincetle, lavder. meretur ex crimine £ Ad extrewury, t:+ cum nol: adjurare 
noli cogere, ſed in peteſtate 111-us dimnee, we quantum fibi-plocoeri, bibazer fi le 19ebr are yolverit, vel 
olus pe. cac,cr non ambo percans- t Ergo frane: charrfhwudum hec fuggero,me abſoke zpud Deum- 
Quicunque me audire contempſerit , & od b:bendum pronus fuern; a pro (e,ct pro ills in die Iudr 
Cii reus crite Er quia,quod pejus cit, aliqui eriam Clerici, qui hoc deberent prohi e, iph cogunt dis 
bere al:quos plu: quam expedit, A 1NCIP1Ant, Et ſe;pſos corrigere,ct alios calligare, Kc+ 

owne 


—— 


TIT 0909 


7 


Cee EE NE Ce CRE 
comfortable walking with God. 


owne ſoule before God, Whaſorver diſdtines to heare mee, and 
continues flill in bis humour of drinking ; or to adjure aud urge 
others at thei ſeafts , ſhall be full dearely anſwerable buth for 
himſelfe and thers at the day of Indgement. eAnd becauſe, which 
4 worſe, even ſome men of the Church alſo, which onght to for= 
bid 1, even they urge others to drinke more then 14 expedient ; 
let them henceforward begin ts ameni themſelves and reproove 0» 
thers. 

8 Above all, let mee mtreate this at your hands, niy, T adinre , xr ilud ame 
you by the dreadfnll Day of Indgement that 4s often 41 you nn- omnia rogo , ct 
twally imvite owe another, you wonld abominate and abandon from Apkay mr-9crpon 
your banquets as the very poyſon of the devill,that filthy cuftome, vio quoret 
by which men are wont enther willingly or enforcedly toarinke cem covivia exhi- 
by great meaſure without meaſure, &C. bag nog 

But thoſe paſſages which are more punAualt to my pur per quam-grands 
poſe, are ro bee found in the ſecond Sermons, wherein hee Menend ee 
meets with thoſe ordinarie excuſes , which they who are 
conquered,and contorme to the company and times,are wont 
ro pretend, 

But they are wont to ſay, ſaith hee, Þ Some great perſanage ,, —_ 
preft me wnto it, and urged me to drinks more, and it Was at the me coegit,ur um- 
K ings banquet, [could doe no other. pl pate wy — 

Avflin anſwers, Well faith he, i If « come to this, that there non porui aliud 
it be ſaid nto thee; Fither drinke,or die; it were better thy ſober nn ad hoc 
body were laine, then thy ſoule be damned for drunkenneſſe, yeniretur z ut ibi 

Secondly, faith h2 ; & Thi # bat a frvolons. and falſe pre. ner Aut be 
tence: for K mg and great men, becauſe by the mercies of Gad, ti ; melius erar, 
they we Cbrifliant, and wiſe, and ſober, and ſeare God with all 5,510 ma bri 
their heart ; if they ſee. that out of conſcience thow ſtand: ont re- per ebrierrem a 
ſolmely againſt * & drunken cuſt one ; although they ſeeme to kSed exenſnio 
bee angry withthee for an howre, or ſo 5 yet after, they will have \** tals —_—_ 
theein great admiration, ſaying : What 4 doe we had with bum ? ge. jh pr yentns 
And with what threats and terrowr:, did we fright him, and. yet $9 4 potentcy, 


quia Dco propt- 
4 . tio, xt Chnſbant 
ſynter prudewes et fobrii cr toto corde Dem timences ; G te viderint definifſe, ut As, noo a-quieicas 
pro timore Nei ineb/:1113 fi © bi ſub hora videantur 5raſe;;, poſtea verd tein grandi 2d miratione (uſcapi- 
ent, dicentes ho m cum i!lo egimu»? Q,:anths cum minis, ct rerror bus tat: gar rity? Br vhs Aut 
quam eum & ſobcietite Jeparare potuimus Nam © Deus, qui re vider, per jus amurem 100 
velle, ipſe ibs gr atiam etiam iſlorym dab:t, qui te, ur awplius biberes vicebantur - | 
£04 
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could not poſſibly ſeparate him from ſobriety. For that God 
which ſees, that for thy love to him thou wonldeſt not conforme to 
their drunken faſnion, will give thee favour ryen in their eyet, 
who ſeemed to perſwade and preſſe thee to drm» more. 

1ake notice by the way, leſt any cauſelefly pleaſe himſelfe 


in any of the fore-cited paſſages ; becauſe hee uſerh not to. 


Health, until he be ſtarke drunke ; that not onely thoſe are to 
be eſteemed drunkards,fay Divines, who deprive themſelves 
of reaſon and become brutiſh ; bur alſo they whoaddi&t 
themſelves todrinking, and powre in exceſſively, though 
their braine will beare it without any great alteration. And a 
dreadfull woe dogs them ar the heeles, aſwell as the grofſe 
drunkard. //ai.5.22. Sec alſo 1 Pet.g.3. 
1 Nullus einebri-  Auffix forbids both ; | Let no man be druye, faith he, /t 
vivio cogat alum 90 P1471 4t ay feaſt preſſe another to drinks more then u fit. 
—— Terome alſo jumps with the former Fathers againſt this 
Carbs, converſe, NOble vanity ®. It is an occaſion, faith he,of accuſation;as if he 
00894:145%- ſhould ſay, ameanesto inſnare a man in a ſuſpition of diſloy- 
occafio eſt adju. alty, Not to drinke againe and againe when the King is named. 
um > Bur not onely the Fathers by diviner illamination ;but the 
bibiMe.Hicres, is very Heathens alſo by naturall light condemned this cuſtome. 
Tang" © *:44 In that moſt magnificent Feaſt of tharmighty Prince Ahaſu- 
err, there was a Royall charge and omits from the King 
himſelfe,thatnone ſhauld be enforced to drink,but every one 
left to his owneliberty, And the drinking was, faiththe Text, 
according to the Law, none did compell : for the King had ap- 
pointed to all the officers of his howſe, they ſhould doe according to 
every mans pleaſure, Eſter 1.8. 
Nay, the very Popiſh Doors, who in other caſes allow 
ſome foule ſinnes, which honeſt Heathens did abominare, e- 
ven they diſpute againſt this finne. 
Lefſine de juftitia & imre, in his Queſtion, Yirwm fir pecca« 
tum provecare ad equales cakices , &f an fas fit reſpondere ? 
Whether it bee a ſinne to begin an health, and whether it be laws 


p <a to pledge it ? Beſides other proofes andauthorities * /t « 


oni,Nam regula bibendi ſtaruitur, non ratio,non neceffitas natarz,non bona valcrudo,non animi vigor? 
aur ſcnſunm alacritas*%; ſed tota yenrris, viſcerum & yegarum capacnas. 


ag ainft 


2h VB ao co «= £© uu ca... ..m. COT MR» 


Wim of fea 222m) SAC Als Ss re omen oil ne. 99 OY 
comfortable walking with God. / - 205 


againſt reaſons faith he : for neither reaſon, nor neceſſity of na- Vaes vel lagenas, 
tnre, nor good health, nor the viger of the mind, Ko OY yd rye 
crity of the ſenſes , 14 made the rule of drinking ; butt; ange dinere, rnrcent 
ther mani bely, nay, the whole capacity of his belly, bawels, cigueas, quim ho- 
veiner. Thon maiſt fither terme theſe, as great Baſil calsthem, mn; folum ad 
bottles, barrels, very pipes, or rather finckes, then-men ; fel- plurimam rvini, 
lowes fit only for the office of Hogs-heads;to receive a great nvuan opt 
deale of wine, or rather to convey it thorow their body, as corpus. ranquamy 
thorow afincke ; and fo wickedly waſte-it. And it is a wons fF7 mam; and 
der, faith he, they doe not inlike manner make matches, and dane ex perdane, 
ery maſteries alſo in eating, ſleeping, &c. In 
Laſtly, it is* contrary to diffriburive Inftice, faith the Ci+ tui cenamina c6. 
vilian : Eventhe > Poct gybes atit : < Cartwright, in the per- —- » 4 re 
uſall of his conſcience, and publication of his repentance to 
the whole world cries out : It wounds me to thinks of my blaſ. 
oathes , uttered in Paſſion and diſtemper : my diſo- 
bedience tomy Parents, my exctſſe, my drinking of Healthy, 72 M1 
OF, | madam 
Now inathird place, concerning ſleepe, I have little to far, fwperbia. 
ſay : no conſtant rules of any certaine meaſure can poſſibly, vii, 
bepreſcribed : Becanſe it ismuch diverfified, and neceffari- injurin, er quevis 
ly receives great variation by health and fickneſſe ; by age , —_ 
by time of the yeere ; by emptineſſe, or fulneſſe of the body; fonis adbiberurs 


ut chm in convi- 


by variety of naturall conſtitutions; onely lee mee counſel; ilider aljort- 


Chriſtians, who onely make conſcience of expence of time, bus ad equales 
and are ſenſible of irs preciouſnefle expreſſed before, to take — —_ —_ 
notice, that they may ſurfeitand finne in fleeping : as wellag ball” apa, 
in cating and drinking, That it ought only, as ot er of Gods Tawuwn, —_ 
good creatures, to ſervethe ſtrengrheningand refreſhing of «is: £1. 7.4. 
cur bodies ; not to fatisfie caſe, floth, aid a fluggiſh- ha- © AR 
mour : and therefore to beware, and dili towatch,leſt 

that great devourer and walter of time, and bereave 

them of the very matrow and farof time; the flower, and 


firſt fruits, as it were, of the day, Emeane, man jous5 Voa (alas fagis 
andgolden houres in the' morning; freſheſt, tO lever: Non eſti 


| | Io pots vera lure 
falus. c Ins Books, intitaled, The Life, Confeſlion, and bearty repentance of Francs (arrwright, Gen- 


converſe. 
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converſe moſt fraitfully with God, to examine our ſpiriroall 
ſlate, to offer up an acceptable ſacrifice of Prayers and Praj- 
ſes, to buckle faſt unto us the Chriſtian Armour, and to pre- 
pare with reſolution and lite, to hold a ſweet and bleſſed 
communion with his holy Majcſtie all the day after. And 
let them often 1<member when they fee the Sunne up before 
tran them, that faying of: eAnflin: It 14 an uncomely thing for a 
Chriftiano, ira. Chriſtian to have the Sunne beames finde him in bed : and if the 
du gol. cm in- Surrmne cor/4 (þ-ake, faith he, it might ſay, Thave labonred more 
poder caim dice- wy thow, yefterday ; and yet I am riſen, and thou art ſtil at 
, i poreſta Fes 
ys For concluſion, let me adviſe and forewame with as great 
Ne 8 7, camcſtneſle and heartineſſe as I can poſſibly, all Gods Chil- 
men cam jam Qren, that as they tender and preferre infinitcly a pure heart, 


—— and heavenly minds, that unvaluable Iewel of a peaceable con» 


SS aa es aa oem RB a Aw «<a co _ ix 


ſcience,and that ſweeteſt life, walking with their God,before { 
a world of gold ; they would watch over themſclucs very a 
extraordinarily , and with ſingular care and heedefulneſſe, in c 
the uſe and enjoyment of things lawfull in their owne nature; f 
yet by our corruption, capable of inordinateneſſe and excefle, 1 
ſuch as are meate, drinke, ſleepe, apparrell, marriage, viſitati- f 
ons, recreations,8&c, For moe, faich a worthy Divine, perif6 
With proſperous following of lawfult things , then by unlawful 
comes. Soft ſands ſwallow more ſhippes, then hard rockes - V 
— Howſoever, ſure Iam, Chriſtians are in more h 
er of being ſpiritually undone by a flie infinuation and i 
enſnarement of licentiouſnefſe and immoderation m ſuch law- 
full things ; then by the groſſe aſſaults of foule fins, and temp- li 
tations to doe notoriouſly, For, Cc 
1. AſanQified heart will generouſly riſe , and refiſt with tl 
reſolutionagainſt the invaſion and grieſlinefle of any worke th 
of darkeneſic ; which by its enormity waſtes the conſcience; fe 
as adultery, murther, ſwearing, prophaning of the Lords i0 
Day, ufury, bribery, ſpeculative wantonnefle, idleneſle, &c. ar 
which yet may too often be inſenſibly ſcized upon, and ſur- Cc 
prized by an exceſſive finfulldclight , io things anſinfull in W 
themſelves ; yet empoyſoned unto us, by the venome of our an 
owne 
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owne over-eager unmortified affetions, and that without a- 
ny great remorſe or reclamati 

3, Wee finde too often by wofull experience, that ſome 
who having given their names to Religion at firſt, withgreat 
forwardneſle and heate ; yet afterward not ſo much foiled by 
grofle relapſe into notorious finnes ; as ſurfering with licenti- 
ous exceſſe, in the abuſe of lawfull things, and drinking tco 
deepe of worldly pleaſures,under a colour of Chriſtian] 
and convenientrecreations, fall fearefully into a dead flecpe of 
carnall ſecurity, and curſed forgetting of God, atleaſt, for a 
time, untill they bee revived and quicknedby the inquiſitive 
hand of ſome piercing Miniſtry, the (mart of ſome Qutward 
heavie crofle , or wrath of God upon their conſciences ; if 
they fall not quite away. | 

3- Thingsnot fiofull in the right uſe, and offering them- 
ſclyes with unſaſpefcd repreſentation of harmeleſneſſe and 
allowance, without extraordinary watchfulnefſe and heede, 
doe moe eaſily lime our earthly ravenous affections ; farre 
ſooner enſvare and deceive ; inſenſibly draw and drowne vs 
in many ſcandalous exceſſes and eſtrangements from God,be- 
fore we be aware. 

Thus much alſo of naturall ations. : 

I 111, Now concerning civill affaires and dealings in the 
world : "\>at thou mayeſt ſettle and keepe thine heart and 
hands in an holy temper , and untainted ; without wound, 
wrong-doing, or any uncomfortableentanglement ; 

1. Ever in all thy bargaines, contrafts , covenants, det- 
lings, negotiations, mutuall entercourſe of any kinde of 
commerce with others yepreſent ſeriouſly and ſolemnely to 
the eye of thy beſt judgement and deepeſt conſideration, 
that royall Principall, Doe 4s thow wonldeft bee done by. In a 
fellow-feeling reall conceit , put thy ſelfe in the place, and 
impartially put on the perſon of the-party with whom thou 
art to deale. Weigh wall all the circumſtances , conditions , 
coyengats, inconveniencies, conlequents, s of the 
whole bulincfſe,; and then returning to tÞy ielfc, deal out , 


and propartion unto him , that mealure in every particular we 
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which thou wouldeſt bee willing . upon good gronnd ar 
ſound reaſon, to receive at the hands of another, it thou wert 
in his caſe. This is the ſumtne of the law and the Prophets, for 
ſervingour brethren in love, preſt upon us by the Lord 7eſws 
himſelfe. Mar. 7. 12. Al things whatſoever ye would that men 
[heuld doe to you, doe yee even ſo to them. Which, if it were as 
effeuually and feelingly taken to heart, and praftiſed, as it is 
ordinarily talked of and pretended ; it would not onely cut 
off, and prevent all cruelties, oppreſſions, grinding the faces 
of the poore, all coozening, undermining, over-reaching, de- 
franding, defaming,: &c. but alſo ſtirre up and quieken our 

ions, with a compaſſionatelively rouch,to a matuall ex- 
erciſe and exchange of all offices of humanity, kindneſle, and 
love in all kinds. 

Bur that you may underſtand this rule aright ; conceive, 
that when wee counſell men to doe unto others, as they 
would bee dealt with themſelves; Ir is not to bee nander- 
ſtood, of any irregular, paſſionate, exorbitant will : bur 
that which is grounded upon right reaſon, guided by a reQi- 
= 9 , Ordered and illightened by grace and Gods 

ruth. 

And I therather refreſh your memories with the true ap- 
prehenſion of this point , that you may clearcly ſee the rot-. 
rennefle and vanity of the Vſurers cunning cavill, but of craell 
conſequence. 

06, Ideale, faith the Vſurer, as I would bee dealt with;, 
and doe as I would bee done by": and 'therefore” all- that 
while I hope I doe no wrong : I would willingly pay-tenne 
= hundreth, if I had neede, and then why may T'not take 
> « 20% ft 9: 6 hg | 

To which, I anſwer : 

I. That Royall Rule, Doe 4s thow wonldeft bee done by, 
muſt be underſtood and expounded, as I intimated before , 
according tothe grounds of a good conſcience, diftates of 
right reaſon, and direions of a juſt and reified will; yot 
out of the miſts and miſeries of adepraved and it 
judgement. Otherwiſe , Abjmelech, Sani,'andother of that 
deſperate 
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deſperate ranke and reſolution, might conclude, that it were 
lawfull for them to kill other men,becauſe they were willing 
to be killed themſelves. See Indg.9.54. 1 Sam.3 1.4. for they 
might ſay, they did but as they would be done by. It would 
alſo follow very abſurdly : the Magiſtrate being in the ma» 
lefaRors caſe, would gladly be pardoned, therefore he muſt 
pardon the malefaor ; Some ſonne of Belial would be con- 
tent villanouſly to proſtitute his wife whom he caresnot for 
himſelfe, to others; therefore hee may abuſe another mans 
wife whom he lovesbetter. Theſe, and the like abominable 
and abſurd conſequents, demonſtrate the vanity ef the Viu« 
rers inference, and that Chriſts rule is not ſo generall, but re» 
ſtraineableto that will, which is orderly and honeſtly guided 
by the light of Nature and Gods Law. 

2. We muſtthen have recourſe to this generall Fountaine 
of the ſecond Table, and fetch light and direRion thence ; 
when we have no expreſſe and ſpeciall Word in Gods Booke 
butthe Scriptures have cleerely and direAtly determined 
reſolved the point of Vury. 

3. If the Vſurer were inthe borrowers caſe, hee would 
not willingly, as hee pretends, give tenne in the hundred, I 
meane. with an abſolute and free will, but of force and con» 
ſtraint, becauſe without paying after that rate, hee could not 
have it. If a man would borrow upon Vſury, to buy land, 
ingroſſe, foreſtall, or compaſſe ſome unlawfull matter ; that 
were a corrupt will, and no rule : But if his defire ſo tobor- 
row were juſt and law full, as in ſome caſes it may be, then ir 
isnoentire will, but mixed and forced by ſome neceſlity, for 
theavoyding of a greater evill,and therfore denyed in the eye 
bothof law and reaſon, to be any will at all. He that would 
borrow, ſhou!d have need to borrow, for ancedleſſe deſire 
is unlawfull ; andan ingenuous man who hath need to bore 

row, wouldnot willingly borrow but for neede, much lefſe 
would he pay Vury. Therefore the will of the borrower, 
in this caſe, is either corrupt, or no will at all, and ſo conſe» 
quently without the compaſſe of Chriſt rule, ; 
The will of the borrower in this caſe, is like the ay == ” 
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honeſt Travailer, ingiving his purſe to an arrant theife ; for 
fcare hee ſhould looſe both purſe and life. Is ſuch a man 
willing, thinke you, to looſe his money ? Or like the will of 
aman, whoſe houſe being on fire, plucks downe part there 
of to fave the reſt ; willingly indeed as the caſc ſtands with 
him, yetnot ſimply, but upon neceſſity. So the borrowers 
Will is not free, but forced; and ſoa will againſt will. 

2. With an infinite-difſdaine, and reſolute contempt abs» 
horre to get ſo much as one farthing all the dayes of thy life, 
by any wicked mcanes or wrong doing. Doe not plague thy 
preſent outward ſtate, be it little or much ; neither cmpot- 
ſon it to thy poſterity, by any addition vnto it ; by vſury, 
bribery, ſymony, fſacriledge, ſtealing, grinding the faces of 
the pvore, oppreſſion, lying, falſehoodes , forſwearings, 
over-reaching trickes of wit, coozening, cunning conv ci» 
ances, &c. 

I, Thereby thou ſhalt deſperately fall into the revenging 
hands of anangry God ; divine vengeance will dogge thee 
hard,and continually at the heeles for thy deſtrution. W hich 
1s incomparably a greater plague then extremeſt beggery, 
ad the birtereſt confluence of all the moſt vexing outward 
miſerics inthe world, 

Let no man, faith Paul, goe beyond and defraud his brother 
in any matter, becauſe that the Lord u the avenger of all ſuch 
1 Theſ.4.6, ; 

2. Secondly, A little ill got, naturally accompanicd with 
Gods curſe, may ſocmpoyſon thy whole inheritanceand all 
the reſt of thy goods, that it may proovelike a dead Flye in 
a boxe of precious oyntment ; a ſparke of firc in the thatch ; 
a ſtrong incentive to divine juſtice, not onely to eate up all 
honeſt comfort in outward things, bur alſo to conſame and 
waſte all thy wealth : Nay, and ſich immoderate defire of 


4 Sed d;@ueus ef, ENTiching and raiſing his ® poſterity, is the keeneſt ſpurre to. 
Habeo filios, qui- his unconſcionable hoarding ; even to cut off aliq many 


times the crucll worldling himſelfe, and caſt him our ef the 


quibus curam maximam geram -——— « Q1am curan geris filiorum, ut cos obruas lachrymis miſe» 
rorum © Non cſt hoc filios amare, (cd porius necare. Angaf- Tom. 10. peg 701 
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world without ſtocke or ſeede, And therefore though the 
coverous caitiffe out of the hardneſle of his heart, and ſea- 
redneſſe of conſcience, bee fearclefle and ſenſclefle of the 
wrath of God, the wrong of his neighbour, aad the wretch» 
edneſſe of his owne ſoule ; yet if hedefire, as he doth, with 
a raging unſatiableneſſe, like the grave, or hell, to thrive in 
his outward ſtate, and proſper in the world ; let him noc 
| meddle ſo much as witha ſticke, or a ſtraw, a pin, ofapoint 
| of another mans ; neither at any time put his hand to any 
| wicked way of- getting , leſt , beſide the loſſe of his ſoule at 

laſt, anda world of miſcries in the meane time, hee midſſe 
the very marke ſo eagerly aymed at; of making him ard 
> his, great in the world. For hope of which hee 1s curſedly 
; content to part with all true contentment in this life, anda 
. Crowne of bliſle in the Kingdome of heaven. 

For this purpoſe, and to per{ſwade , and preſſe this point 
unanſweradly, let us take a view in Gods Booke of the divers 
wayes, how he is wont in wrath to deale with wrong doers 
and unconſcionable dealers. 

It comes to paſſe, ſometimes that the\wicked worldling, 
inſatiable carch-worme, God curſing his covetouſneſle and 
crueltic, may ſee an end of his wealth even in this world, 
according to that , Icrem. 17, 11. As the Partridge fit- 
teth on egges , and hatcheth them not : ſo hee that perteth 
riches, and not by right, ſhall leave them in the middeſt of bi 
dayer , and at hu end ſhall bee a foole, Tob 20. 15,28, Hee 
hath ſwallowed downe riches , and hee ſhall vomut them up a- 

ater” God ſhall caft them ont of hu belly. The increaſe of bis - 
Jon ſhall depart, and bi goods ſhall flow away in the day of his 
wrath, 

Or it is no ſtrange rhing to ſee him proſper by unconſcio» 
nablenefle and craft, uſurious and other injurious praQtiſes, all 
his life long ; but then having ſcraped together his hoard of 
iniquitze, with a great Jeale of carking, thonghtfulnefſe, and bTemporalium a- 
ſelfexgexation ; kept it with extreme feare, flaviſh diſtruſt, jt, hmm hacer, 
and heart-gnawing jealouſies ; parted Þ from it with much yolcfie;taxum, 

. . X . quum 
anguiſh , » and almoſt with as painefull divorce wi. Greg * 
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as that of the ſoule from the body : at laſt after the loſſe of 


it, ſeulc and all, : 
1. Hee cither leaves it to them who will liberally let lie 


abroad, andenlarge thoſe golden heapes which greedineſſe 
had formerly confinde, and ſtrongly guarded with bolts and 
barres : AccorJingto that, Prov. 28 8. Hee that by uſury 
and uninft gaine increaſeth h1u ſubſtance , hee ſhall gather it for 
him that will pittie the poore, See alſo Prov, 13. 22, Tob 27, 
verſe 16, 17, 

2, Or it may be wholly ſcattered amongſt meere ſtran- 
gers, according to that, Eccle(.6 2. But a ſtrange man ſhall eate 
« #p : Secalſo Plal.39.6. Eccleſ.4.8, and 2.18,19. 

3. Or being bequeathed to his owne children, and blaſted 
by Gods ſecret curſe,it may melt away intheir hands,as ſnow 
before the Sunne, according to that, Ecclel. 5.1 3,14. There # 
a ſore evill which I have (eene under the Sumnne, namely, riches 
kept for the owners thereof totheir hurt. But theſe riches periſh 
by evill travel; and he begetteth a ſonne, and there 1 nothing 
a hi haxd. 

But howſoever, whether ill gotten goods periſh or proſe 
per inthe owners hands, or his poſteritie : ſure I am, the in- 
evitable plague and iuſt veng-ance of God cleaves inſepa» 
rably unto his ſoule; and hunts that man to deſtrution, whos» 
ſoever he be, thatenricheth himſelfe by wicked and wrong- 
full meanes, without timely repenrance and true reſtitution,if 
he be able. 

Hee that bath oppreſſed the porre and needy, or hath ſpoyled 
by violence, — or bath given upon #uſury, or bath taken increaſe; 
the ſame reaſon is alſo of all indire& and unlawfall getting, 
ſhall he live ? Hee ſhall not lrye : he hath done all thoſe abomiina- 
tons, be ſhall ſurely die, bis blood ſhall bee upon him, Ezck, 18, 
verſe 12,13» 

And marvell not, neither be mis-led, though thou ob- 
ſerve ſometimes wicked worldlings themſelves, their heires, 
and heires heires, to wallow alſo in that wealth which the 
Grandfathers got wrongfully. For they are for all this, but as 


ſo many ſenſuall carth-roeting hogs , fatted for the ® knife; 
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and have this woefall brand ſet upotthemby he Spiritof 

God, Pal. 17. 14. They are men of the morld; and bavitheer 

portion i» this life. But ever hold this as a terrible andtruc 
principle. It #4 one of the greateſt © curſes uader the Sunne 5 c Nihil eſt infee- 
to proſper in our waies, and bee ont of the way'to Heaven,  licjus felicitue 
3. Thirdly, it is a ruled caſe and concurrent reſolution a- Feenalis nuiricur 
mongſt Divines.: That if thou doeſtnorteſtore, beeing able mpuncas,fmaia 
whatſoever thou haſt arly waies got wrongfully , and WiC ftis incerior robo- 
kedly; thou canſt have neither well gronnded affurance of ryareder 25S 
unfained * repentance, nor trae comfort of thepardon of that «, Gedexcepr: nee 
fine, A cutting concluſion againſt all cur-throare!Y ſarers\, 1257 confifon we 
Simoniſts, Sacrilegians; Bribe-rakers, Grinders CP Hom. choke 19 
faces, Hoarders by fraud, Oppreſſors of all under them of grremon'l es 
the ſame trade, by ſome Machiavellian tricke,and thereſt of me refitarion, Hee 
that cruell crne. | oy ny 
- How can hee bee ſaid to repent ſoundly, thatlics ſtill ſoa> 5% fone, nor any 
king in his ſime, wittingly and willingly ? Now; whoſoever go home, 7 
edly got, continues a —_ 
wrong doer ſtill ; and therefore doth it not faithfully , but gPic, atiens pres 


as. th. OI" 


reſtore not il gotren goods able, hisrepentince is nor 29,56 cam red 
cotnfortable, bur wel bog, To deer, ton 
Dreadfull lſo/is the d5orhe of the ſaid Father upon all {nn 
Mn er , The ſiane 1 not remitted, except that which ot o_ oo 
hath beene uninſtly taken be veftored : Eitchr in a, if thong peccames all re- 
becable; or at leaſt in-tnfained affeRion, if thy ſtate bee Jr 
waſted. 


What a bedlam folly is it then, and curſed crnelty to thine 
owne ſoule ; ers tems riches of iniquitie , by baſe 
nefleand wrong ,” which thou muſt afterward reſtore in the 
ſence I have ſaid , or elſe never enjoy '#hy comfortable affit- 
rance of atrne converfion of of fime? Were heenot 
a fooliſh theefe, that would his ſtolen goods both in 
the face ofhis accuſer and Iudge > Though inthe meane time ' 
thou conceale thy cunning convejances from the diſcovery 
and dootne' of humane juſtice ; yet affare thy ſelfe, befides 
the ſecret grumbling of thy conſcience; the - 
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angry'eye of God alſoſces clearely , and will ſhortly moſt 
certamely reverige. 

4- Almeſdeedes, charitable eretions of Colledges, Hoſs 

italls, Free-Schooles, and other inferiour bountifall contri- 

tions; when God enables by good meanes , the neceſſities 

of his Poore cry for rdliefe, and the ſanified-heart with 

affeAionate ſincerity, aimes at Gods glory ; are ſweet-ſmel- 

licg ſacrifices with which God is well pleaſed, Philip. 4. 18. 

Heb. 1 3. 16, But if his ſlaviſh-gitts, and goed deedes,fargel(- 

ſes, and liberalicics in this kinde,beimpoyſoned with former 

fraud , oppreſſion, and wrong ;- though it bee welt that the 

Church of God ſometimes, the backes and bclliesof the 

poore beebetter thereby ; yet to the impenitent and not re- 

ſtoring uſurer hitmſelfe, or any other wicked dealer,in reſpeRt 

of acceptation with God, and true comfort to his owne 

heart, they are no better then the catting of of a Dogs necke, 

orthe ſacrifice of a foole. Hl gotten goodsare for reſtirution, 

not for diſtribution. Leſt any covetoug caviller thinke the 

point too harſh and preciſe , heace what the ancient Fathers 

+446h Aa lay to this purpoſe : 4 Bernards 'Godreceiverh not any almc 
lecmoſynas Fe at the hands of anoppre(ſſor or nſnrer, © Hierom :' Significaite 
gun, ! faith the Prophet ; His owne, bread, left men ſhould twrne 
* bread gotten by oppreſſion and Vſury , into a works of «AMer- 


Is (ns-Serm.71. 
© Syilenple & cy | Auſtin: When God ſhall begin to iudge, thoſe that live 
rapinis er uſuris, 120 by frand, aud grve alwees of. the ſpayles of the oppreſſed , 
abr —_— will [+ 5 Lord, wee have kept thy Commandements , and in 
vertamus in miſe- thy name We 9ave done wor kes of mrey ; wee have fed the Hun- 


mer gry, we have clothed the Naked; and entertained Strangers, To 
peg. 536. whom God will reply. Ton tell mes what you bave given; but 


——— you tell me not what you bave 2aken away. Ton recount whom you 
difuri ſunt bi, have ſed;but why. remeber you not whom you have undone? T hey 
Trunt,er de ſpo- 1ehopce whons you have clothed ; but they lament whom you have 
lie a ſpoyled, &c. A man 1 filled with bread, whom thou feed:ft with 
ciugt; ine, Cc -niN811 336 $ #11135 30% 
{ervavimus, ct i icricordias fecrmus, vimus,nudg Lima, 
Aber urn Dew, Quod detach; quo pam memories onto 


ques neat 7 Cano marllc) pibder, quaſues i ePibagne ee Towy {0. Hom. 47. Ds rewedive 
peccatorum. pag. 699. Vnus replewr pan! uem de rapinis fatiaſh ; ct benedicer Dominus non ic 
ied cum, qucmacclls, this. © _ PT mm" Ji -/ Y 
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ſpoyle :- but the Lord willblefſe , not thee , but him whom thin 
baft undone, &-c., Chryſoltoine 3 ©; But what # the excaſe, of 35:4 quenm eft 
many ? 1 have indeed beene an Uſwrer;\ (ay they;bus 7 bave aſa Tio 1 Feenerates 
beene good tothe prove. + A ſweet piece of matter ,' ſure! But ®"» 5junt; (ed 
God accepts not ſnob ſacrifices, It were farre bettento give ne- —— —_— 
thing to the poore at all, then give inthat manner, That wealth ©: tals Deus &- 
which 16 Wome by thy juſft- 1:8. ny times quite marrd x - enim 
with ſuch withed mixtwes cc. ' ? Ay bus 
The very > Heathen man tells us , That the poore are not to oft progeey 
be fed hike the ring of wilde beaſts, with blood and murther; "ns aqui 
rapine and ſpoile : but that, which. 14 moſt acceptable to the res minas, Bec. How 
cervers ; they ſhould knaw, that that which is given amo them, (7p, 
15 w0t taken from any body elſe. | | ur feraruma caruli 
Nay, one of the bloodieſt men that ever breathed, Sely- purnnncrgte® 
mu a Turkiſh Emperour, yet upen his bed of death replyed 923dqve gracifi- 
thus to, his Baſſe, mooving him withthe wealth taken from ah * 2cePi 
the Perſian Merchants, to build an Hofpitall for reliate of the 4x:i fbi,quod ne- 
poore'* Horldeft thow, Pyrrhas, that I ſponuld beſtow. other Ph Parr ens 
mens goods wrong fully taken from them , upon warkes of chars. — 
tie and devotion , for ming owne vaine-glory and praiſe * Ae ent 
ſaredly I will never doe it :, nay nather, ſee, they bee, againe re- we fk 
flored unto the right owners. Which, was done. forthwithacs******* 
cordingly., to the great ſhame , faith the Author, of many 
Chriſtians; who minding nothing leſle then reſtiration, but 
making ex r4ping ho/ocanſtum, doe out of a world of exnll getten 
£00ds, cull ont ſore ſmall fragments to. bneld ſame goore 


tall, or mend ſome blind way. vA poere toſtumeny of their hot 
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lent, delicious, or amiable, For exorbitancy and errour this 
way brings many times. ' 1. Alofſe of the thing ſo'doted up. 
on. 2. Sometime acroſſe. 3. Ever a curſe. 
1. Forthe firſt ; our righteous and holy God, when hee 
ſees the current of his crexrures affeCtions tobe carried inore 
dinately and prepoſteronſly from the Fontaine of living 
waters, tpori broker Cifternes that can hold none ; from the 
bottomeleſle treaſury of all ſweeteſt beanties, deareſt excel= 
lencies, amiable delights, upon painted ſhadowes ; from the 
Rocke of eternity, upon a ſtaffe of Reed ; Imeane, from the 
Creator, upon'the creatnre ; He wiſely and ſeaſonably in the 
equity of his Taſtice, and ont of the jealoufie of his owne 
. Glory takes away that earthly Idoll, that the occafion of 
ſach irregular affeRion removed, he may draw the heart, in 
which hee principally takes pleaſure, to his owne glorious 
Selfe,the onely Load-Starre of allſaiified love, and bound- 
lefſe Ocean of happineſle and bliffe,” Nay, it may bee ſaid in 
the ſweetnefle of his mercy alfo, when he ſees us diſtraRed, 
and as it were, deſperately mad with making'too mnch of 
any tranfitory thing, ſothat our minde doth ſtill ranne and 
reſtnpon it, 'ag our ohelyteaven'upon earth ; Hee ſnatches 
the edge-toole ont of car hands, left wee make away our 
ſdves ſpiritually ; and withdrawes the beloved vanity from 
before our eyes, leſt wegrow ſtarke blinde in the myſteries 
of Faith, and mattersof Heaven, by too much gazingupon: 
the fading beattty of any bafer earthly obreRR. ty 
This the imimodante partiall #ffeHion of Parents, may 
become" many times oecafionall and accefary ro the untime- 
ly taking away of a fovect, 'Faire, and rowardly childe. 
our gracious God jufly mttmatesanto them their 
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$5 Conceive jonably of other things immeaſurabl 
bf deſired, an delights in, If thoudotelt upon a wa Fr" 
> thoy mayeſt be ſtricken with diſtraRion : if upon abundance 
- of learning, or much worldly wiſedome, thou mayeſt be in- 
7 fatuated, at leaſt at ſoine ſpeciall times, when than wouldeſt 
e gladydoe the beſt ; or in ſome important buſineſle, which 
. moſt concernes thee : if upon ſome high place, thou mayſt 
© with Hamen, Shebna,and thonſands moe,bethrownedowne 
c into the gulph of calamity and woe, contempt and ſcorne: it 
e upon a faire houſe, it may levelled with the ground, by the 
c flames of Gods wrath ; if upon a beautifull face, it maybe 
f disfigured with the Poxe, or other deformities :. if upon a 
N hoard of gold, it may be diſperſt by fire, robbery, deſolations 
" of warre : nay, if even upon thy graces with an overweening 
. eonceit of ſelfe-excellency, ſelfe-opinian, ſelfe-ſufficiency : 
" if they be oncly generall graces, thou mayſt be quite ſtript of 
I, them ; if ſaving thou mayſt be caſt intoa dampe and deler- 
F tion for a time, in reſpeR of all comfort, ſenſe, uſe and exer» 
d ciſe, &c. Ws = > G 
" 2. Fortheſcond, th God may permir thee-to poſ- 
r_* ſefſe ſtill that outward worldly comfort,upon which the fury 
n of thine affection is ſo faltened, and thine heartgraſpes with "jj 
1 {ach greedinefle and exceſle ; yet in this caſe thou mayeR | YA 
n zjaltly expeR acroſle ; cither. 1. Inthe thing dated-upon. | 
With whatadeale of cutting diſcomfort; andgaſhes of bite= 
y ter priefe did sA6/alow dandledin Davids affeftion with tao - + 
to much indulgence, rent his Fathers royall heart by imbruing 
- his bande in isbrothers blood, and with ungaturall zrayre- 


rous violence and villany inatching at the Imperiall Crewne }_ ... 
upan Davize head? Another famous inſtance td this\par- * ! 
poſe weeftind inche Story of the Greeke Emperors-Thepld © 
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Emperour 1 dutonow Gerad with ſach extreme impotency®”.,” | 
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day or night. Bat what were the conſequentsof this cocke» 
ring 2 When he was ſtept further into yceres, befides a world 
of miſeries and moleſtations created to his Grandfather in the 
meane time,at length preſſing without refiſtance _ his Pal- 
lace, with purpoſe to ſurprize his perſon,though the old Em- 
peror intreated him with much aff:ionate Royal eloquence, 
which might have pierced an heart of ſtecle or Adatnant, 
T hat he wonld reverence thoſe hands , which had oftentimes 
moſt loving ly embraced him, yet crying in his ſwathing clothes : 
that he would reverence theſe lips, which had oftentimes noſt 
lovingly biſſed him, and called Lim” hu other Soule + that hes 
would ſpare to ſpill that bleed, from which himſelf had raken 
the fount ame of hfe, ec, For all this, after ſome kind words, 
and courteous embracement, at firſt indeed premiled, and in 
hotblood ; in concluſion, being polled and ſhaven, was made 
a Menke, andthe Anvileof mach danghilt ſcornc and vileſt 
indignities, untill the workemanſhip of death had-finiſhed 
the ſorrowfull bufineſle of a wretched life. A third, and very 
remarkeable to fright all Parents from fooliſh doting, heare 

4 Non miremiai, Out Of Aſtin. © By reaſon of aterrible and dread Il acci- 

frarres chariſmi, dent, he called his people together, as it ſeemes, toa Sermon 

new, Deo ſermos the third time, the ſame day ; thinking, no doube, out of his 
ante profecero. watchfull ſpiritual wiſdome,to worke more ſucceſſefully,and 

Archer Rodie ee” ro leave more ſtrong and aſting impreſſions in their hearts, 

omnes TT ; ; while the bloody nnnaturall villany was yet freſh in their 

Palin ad. Ecele. Cyes and cares; And when they were met together, hee re» 

am Hypponenlen: fares the dolefull ſtory: Þ Owr n:ble Cuizen(laith he) bere of 

ns ie rw Fippo, Cyrilins, a man mig hty among ſt us, both in worke and 
ſed I-- word, ard mach beloved, had, 4s you | ar one onely ſonne, and 

i —_ a had but onely one, be loved hum smomea{ſwrably,. and 

i PreceÞi, above God. And ſo being drunke with 1mmader ate. dating; hee 

4rd 5-—35—mmwooae —_—_—_— liberty to doe what/vever 

GS Aa ico at * br rbereoyy wa psf 

nag wenn ok ny re 


0 doloaidenm! 0 grants Ker perter A cm pot == CE 


yr renal; 
ELIE JOE ; dominatio | ocrary Soy Aogah. b_ 


— —_—_— 


av —Y ac . Woe. M—— — —_— 


x 
= ” 
: 2 C93} 
: : % » * 


- 


th. 


ortable walking with God. 


C 


hee lift. Now this very day, this [ame fellow; thi long ſafftred 
in bis diſſolute and riotons courſes , hath im bus dr unken humour 
wickedly. offered violence to his mother great with child , wowu!d 
have violated bu fiſter, hath killed bus father, aud wonnded two 
of bus fifters to death. O mightie domination of the Devill! cc. 
But I necde not proſecute this point by further illuſtration 
out of e Stories. Daily expericnce preſents unto our eyes 
and cares, the many wofull diſcomforts , unkinde requitalls, 
and unnaturall uſages, which Parents receive at the hands of 
thoſe children, which in their younger yecres they made 
wanton with their love, and undiſcreetly doted apon. 2, Or 
in ſome other kinde ; for example : It thine heart be ſer npon 
riches, God may juſtly , and mertifully too, exerciſe, and 
affli& thee with his heavie hand ; upon thy body, with ſick» 
nefle ; upon thy conſcience, with terror ; upon thy reputa» 
tion, with diſgrace, or the like, thereby to unglue thy noble 
ſpirit from the duſt, and rent it from grovelingneſle upon the 
carth, If chou bee ambitiouſly enamoured upon honours and 
high roomes ; after waſting thy wealth, wounding thy con- 
ſcience, wearying thy ſelfe wich briberic, baſcneſſe, and irke- 
ſome waiting , thou mayeſt bee taken away untimely in the 
very purſuit, or preſently after the attainement of them, &c, 
Thus it is not ſtrange or extraordinary with God, to prevent; 
or take off our hearts from taking ſelfe concrited pleaſure or 
pride in any thing we enjoy, by crofling andcorreRting us in 
other kindes. Even Pax, that blefled Saint and ſervant of, 
the Lord, leaſt his heart ſhould b: too much pleaſed, and puft 
up with abundance of revelations;he was vext and croſt with 
bis owne concupiſence., there was giyen to him « thorne in. . 


the flaſh, the meſſenger of Satan to buſſet bm, 2Cor..1.2-7.that -" 


15, as I conceive, be anne Fo 5s; pnperen hm: 
encagered again(t him, let looſe in ort upon him : 
which ha ppidle cut to a tender conſcience, 670 

3- For the third, howſoever it fare with thee otherwile ; 
if chou ſettle thi homer ppooeny, Eau ning with inordis 
nate defireand delight, thou ſhaltbe ſure.to bee. haunted with 
a double curſe : 1. The rage of unſatiableneſle, gre 
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neſſe 2. That greateſt plague, hardneſſe of hearr. 

1. The Father of Spirits hath inſpired into our immortafl 
ſculcs a large capacity, and ſuch an infinite appetite, that no 
finite excelleney, created comfort, or carthly thing can poſ- 
ſibly fill. Gold, filver, riches, honours, crownes, kingdomes, 
are no fit matter or adequate objeR, for ſuch a1) immareria!l 
and heavenly borne ſpirit, to repoſe and feed upon with 
finall reſt and full contentment, Nay, not this whole mate- 
riall world, were it bcautified and (et out with all the amia» 
blenefle, ſpendour, and alturements , which the devillby his 
jagling Alchymy put upon it, when hee preſented ir to the 
eye of Chriſt I:ſs. Matth, 4. 8. with addition of the ſtarry 
and Empyrean heaven ſhining with all their admirable bean- 
ty and glorious inhabitants, could by any meancs confine, 
fatisfie, and content the irkeſome wanderings , unlimited dee 
fire, and vaſt compreheſiveneſſe of the ſoule : but it would 
a Cor humawum ſtill be * tranſported with the paſſionate diſquierneſſe of 
in delderio #ter- ſelfe-vexation , and tortured upon the rocke of reſtlefſe dif 
nunquam ſtabile CONTent ; untill it faſten and fixe upon an objeR, infinite both 
poceſt efſe » ied jn1 Excellency and endlefſeneſle, wherin is contained the whole 
volubilius,de alio latitnde of Entity and goodneſſe, the ever: blefled and onely. 
R_ _— adored Trinity. Where, and when alone, it ſoftly and ſweet- 
ubi non eſt-In his Iy , with the height and fulneſſe of all defireable content= 
et ment , reſts in'the armes of God, andboſome of cternall 
bus ejus s blifſe which all bleſſed ſoules artaine thits , and by theſe 


mcemiands meanes : * 
venire non valet * When it pleaſed God by the mercifull violence of his Al- 
Jeenaris, venal- Mighty hand , to turne the ſenſuall bent and powerfull cur- 
_——— pr®- rent © the ſeduced ſoule, from the creature , to the Creator, 
mum, ei ſufficere frotn the painted bravery of this vaine world, ts the heaven- 
polit. ag-Ti9-9 ly beauty of his blefſed Word; from carking encumbrance 
cog about many things, to purſue and ply that One needefull thing, 
by a ſound and miverſall change of the whole man , and 
. tranſhtion of him from the darkenefſe of natural; : 
death in finne, and power of the devill, to thelight of ſaving 

edge , the life of ſanRiifying grace, and the livi 

God: I fay then, the reftlefle I IT Fs WER 
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fied ſoule , begins firſt to ſettle with ſome ſweet content 
ment,upon the flowers of Paradiſe, glimpſes of heavenly glo- 
ry,infallible earneſts of everlaſting blifle, ſaving graces; andits 
infinite appetite is well ſtayed in the meane time, with that 
comfortable entercourſe and blifſefull Communion, which it 
enjoyes in part withthe blefſed Trinity, by the Word, Sacra- 
ments, and other his holy Ordinances, appointed and fanRis 
fied for that purpoſe; untill it remoove from an houſe of 
flcſh, into the Empyrean Heaven. And then, 
1. Theunderſtanding is firſt filled with finall and everla- 
ſting contentment, by a cleere glorious ſight of God, which 
they call Beatsfical viſion, when we ſhall ſee him face to face; 
know him a« we are knowne, 1. Cor. 13. 12. ſee him as hee, 
1.loh. 3.2. For as the Sunne of this world, by his beames and 
brightneſle illighteneththe eye, and the ayre, that wee may 
ſec,not onely all other things, but alſo hisowne glorious face: 
{o God, bleſſed for ever, the Sunnes Creator , the Imperiall 
Sunneof the world above, in whoſe preſence, the united 
ſplendour of ten thouſand of our Sunnes would vanifh away, 
as a darkeſome moate and lumpe of vanitie, doth by _— 
of his holy Spirit, ſo irradiate the minds of all the bleſſed 
that they ate thereby enlarged and inabled, not onely to be» 
bold eminently in him, the beauty, goodnefle, and excdlency 
of all creatures, in a farre more admirable and orient manner 
then in their owne beings ; but alſo his owne face, cſlence, 
will and counſels, perfeRions and attributes, incomprehenſt» 
ble greatnefſe and Majeſty. 

2. Secondly, the will alſo is then fully and for ever fatts- 
fied witha perfeQ,, inward, eternall commanion with God 
bimſclfe. Our ſweet glorified Saviour, being God and man, 
by his hamane nature affumed, uniteth us to God, and by his 
divine nature aſſuming, uniteth Godunto us : ſo that by this 
ſecret and ſacred communion, we are made in an admirable 
and bleſſed manner, partak-rs, and as it were, poſſeſſours of 
God himſelfe ; and communicate with him in all his good» 
neſſe, perfeions, excellencies, and happin:{-, O bottoms 


lefſe depth, and deareſt confluence of all joyes , pleaſures, 
{weet-- 
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ſweetneſles, delights, unconceiveable, unurtrerable, infinite 
This is the ſupreme cnd of our Creation and Redemygion ; 
the very flower,quinteſſence,and finew, as it were,of our So- 
veraigne good. By this a& of bleſſcdnefſe,weare filled with 
all the fulneſſe of God : He becomes unto us Alwal; fo 
that thereby we live his very life, in purity, eternity, fincereſt 
leaſures, higheſt perfeRion ; though not to the height of 
this infinitenefſe ; for we are but creatures ; yet in proporti= 
on to our capacitie, and utmoſt poſſibilitie, which 1s a felici- 
tie above meaſure, and paſt imagination. In theſe two as 
thus exerciſed about an infinite ObjzeR, God himſelfe, doth 
Bleſſedneſſe eſſentially and formally confiſt : but principally 
in the fruition of God, by a full, immediate, and compleate 
communion with him, and moſt bleſſed participation of 
all his glory and All-ſufficiency, And therefore eAquinas 
and all his followers come ſhort , i placing our higheſt 
blifle, onely in thea of the underſtanding , the viſion of 
God, I am woont to expreſſe and illuſtrate it thas; though 
there be an infinite diſtance and diſproportion in the things 
compared : It would mightily delight a man , really and in 
perſon, with caſe and fafetie to paſſe over and view the cir- 
cuite of the whole carth, and all the wonders of the world 
all the great cities, renowned men, magnificent courts, rich 


* See Heyln. pag- mines , ſpicie Tlands, * Chriſtall mountaines, coaſts of 


Pearles, rockes of Diamond, &c. of which Geographers 
write,and Travellers talke : but if beſides, as he paſſedalong, 
he ſhould have ſure and everlaſting poſicfli mn given of them 
all, what an immcaſurable materiall addition would it make 
unto his ſpeculative delight ? And with what ſtrange amazee 
ment and admiration of his making for ever, and marveilous 
happineſſe, would it 1aviſh his heart? Even ſo proportio- 
nably,but above all degrees of compariſon ; though a bound- 
leflc Ocean of endlef= {weetneſle,and inexplicable joy ariſe in 
the ſoule from the ſight of God; yer this bliſſefull commu- 
nion, whereby we poſſefle and enjoy him,in aneere, excellent; 
unſpeakecable manner ; and partake with him in all his excel- 
Ha 2 telicitics,doth crowne,as it were, our 

Crowne 


J 


— l 
ij TT CET , TY Y Y YI CNT 


SS ACE SEAL EL LLSCCAHEM KR Kod BOS 


* 
, 


Bo —— 


comfortable walking with God. 


i 


—. 


Crowne of glory, and aAuate that heart-raviſhing contem- 
plation, with the very life of everlaſting life,and ſoale of hea- = 
venly joyes, and higheſt blifſe. Thus, and in this manner doe 
the reſtleſſe wanderings and infiniteapperite of theſe aſpiring 
ſparkes of heaven, our immarteriall and immorrtall ſpirits, 
come to finall reſt and everlaſting repoſe : When art laſt 
they ſhall graſpe in the armes of their deſire, that chiefeſt 
Good, the moſt glorious Deity, and bathe themſelves. free. 
ly and fully in that ever-during Welfpring of Immortality 
and Life. But now ſet afide the fruition of this ObjcR, infi- 
nite both in excellency and endleſneſſe, the onely ayme and 
end of the ſoules endlefſe afpirations : And thongh thou 
ſhouldeſt crowne a man compleately with the worth of this 
whole world, the admirable ſplendour of the Empirean hea- 
ven, the beauty of a ſhining Sunne-like body, the rich and 
royall endowments inhereotin a glorified ſoule, the ſwee- 
telt company of Saints and Angels, the comfort of eternity ; 
yet his ſoule would ſtill bee full of emprineffe and appetite, 
andutterly to ſceke for the ſureſt Santuary, and ſupremeſt 
ſolace, to ſettle her unſarisficd longings upon. Oacly once 
admit itto the face of God, by Bearrficall Viſion, and to fru» 
itionof the moſt glorious and eyer-bleſfed Trinity, by im» 
mediate communion, and ſo conſequently to thoſe Torrents 
of picaſures, and fulneſſe of joy flowing thence ; and then 


preſently, an neverbefere, irs infinite deſire expires in the 


boſome of God, and it lyes, as it were, downe ſoftly, with 
ſweeteſF peace andFull contentment, toche 1Teane ot 
everlaſting blifſe, The other innumerable ineltimable joyes 

in Heaven, are, I deny not, tranſcendent, and raviſhing : 
but they are bur all acceſſories to this Principall , drops to 

this Occan, glimpſes to this Sunne, Well then, if this bee 
the onely way to the ſoules eternall welfare ; then thoſe un» 

happy ſoules, which runne a contrary courſe, and ſeeke for: 
fatisfaRion in any creature, or created comfort, ſtand deſer- 
vedly ſtill npon the racke of reſtleſſe diſcontentment, andare 
juſtly curſed withthe gnawing rage of unſatiableneſſe: and 
malt needs bee fo. For beſides. 1. Thatthe farious _ 
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of our ſenſuall corruption, being once on foote after worldly 
pleaſures,and ſwelling by a continuall infuſion of helliſh poy- 
ſon, doth with an impetuous headſtrongneſle, bearc and 
breake downe all bonds and bankes of moderation and ſtint, 
and will never be reſtrained from its unfatiable rage, if God 
helpenor, untill it bee ſwallowed up in the bottomleſle gulfe 
of miſery and horrour : for it is thenative property, or 
rather, poyſonof inordinate afteRtion, not onely to drinke 
deepe of (infulldclight, bur tocarrouſe, tobedrunke ; nay, 
to adde unquenchable thirſt unto drankenneſle, ſucking them 
in with freſh ſupply of endlefle greedineſſe, as the Horſes 
leach corrupt bloud , till it burſt againe. 2. That the infi- 
nite deſire of the ſoule confined to a creature, or any world- 
ly comfort, is payned and pinched, asa foote wedged ina 
ſtraight ſhoe; itbeing nocompetent or proporticnable {a- 
tisfaction to its expeRation and large capacity. Hence it is, 
that give Rome to Ceſar, as they ſay, and he will ambitiouſly 
purſue the Soveraignty of the whole carth. Let Alexander 
conquer the world, and he will aske for moe ; ler thoſe bee 
ſubdued, hee would dimbe up the ſtaires of his vaſt defires 
towards the ſtarres , if hee conld aſpire thither, hee would 
peepe beyond the heavens, &c. No # reſt unto mans ſoule, 

at in Gods crernall reſt. 3, That there being no proportion 


betweene ſpirits and bodies ; thou mayeſt atwell undertake 
ternitas. Augeft- to fillabag with wiſedome, a cheſt with vertue ; as thine im- 


mortal ſoule, with gold, ſilver, riches, high roomes, this 
Whole materiall world, or any carthly thing. See Eee). 5. 
I90.4. 1 = Dendes theTe three cauſes of unſatisfiableneſſe, 
God himſelfe doth juſtly put that property and poyſon into 
all worldly things doted upon, and defired immoderately, 
that they ſhall plague the heart that parſues them ; by fil- 
ling it ſtill witha furious and freſh ſupply of more greedi- 
nefle, longings, jealouſies, and many miſerable diſcontent- 


d Avarizia inſatiz- ments : So that they become unto it, as drinke unto a Þ drun- 


ficut ebri1, quanto pius vin! ingurpitant, tanto magis ad fitim inflammantur : fic & iſti quoque inſaniam 
hanc indomitam nunquam filtere poſſunt, ſed quanto mags ſmas opes augeri vident, tant & concupi- 
{cena magis Bagrant, Neque antca 4 peſlimo ap petitu hoc abliſtuar, doacc in ipſum malitiz profun- 
dum deſcenderunt Coryſe Hom 21+ in Gen, 
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kard, a man in a<dropſie, or burning feaver, ſerve onely to cHydropicus, 
inflame it with new heate, and fiery additions of infariable =p ny 
thirſt and inordinate luſt, No marvaile then though the omais ararue ex” 
working heart of every naturall man, unreconciled to God, Fara mate 
bee * like the raging ſea that cannot reſt. That roaring Ele- #2, qus apperic, 
ment, to which the Spirit of God reſembles a wicked man, -— — 
maſt needes be a much troubled and very reſtleſſe creature ; *=plins,& ampli- 
fith it is continually tofſed, and turmoyled with variety of aa pres 
contrary and confuſed motions ; that of eſtuation, revoluti- plus apperit, buic 
on, refleion, deſcenſion, and agitation by the winds: ſem- cir ger 
blably,if thou couldeſt ſee the inde of the greateſtgraceleſſe CRInS 
Monopoliſt, and ingrofler of all the moſt Xfrable excellen. "ew 
cies under the Sunne, gliſtering in the higheſt Emperiall 
Throneupen the earth ; thou ſhouldeſt behold his heart for 

all char, rentaſunder wich many raging diſtempers, and tem- 

peſtnons whirlewindes of contrary luſts ; a very hive of un» 

numbred cares, ſorrowes, and paſſions , boyltTTierTantly 

with irkeſome ſuſpitions, falſe feares, inſatiable longings, ſe» 

cret grumblings of conſcience, torturing diſtrations, and tu- 

multuations of hell. 

By the way, letme tell you, that this immoderate deſire, 

inordinate delight which I ſpeake of, glued to ſome ſpeciall 

ſenſuall obje&t , which naturall corruptien ſingles out, and 

makes chiefeſt choiſe of,to follow and feed upon, with grea- 

teſt contentment and carnall ſweetneſle, becomes the parents 

of every mans boſome finne. 

IF it fallin love with honours and greatneſle, it breeds and 

brings forthambition, which is an unquenchable thirſt after 

viſible gory, and a glutronous hunting after high roomes. 

As it inhabiteth the higheſt and hanghrieſt ſpirits, and is ſu- 

perlative and nate in its objeR pations ; ſo 

of all the ſtormy perturbations, whichrent and rage in the 

heart of man,it is moſt tempeſtuons and deſperate. Ventrous 

itis to dimbe vp any ſtaires of baſcneſſe, bribery, blood ; to 

tread upon the ruines of the nobleſt innocency,upon the mer 

cilefle = of deareſt friends _ neereſt kindred, to 

domineere for a while, though it bee damned ev 
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afcerwards ; as itis too cleere in the Turkiſh Emperors, and 

in that great Maſter of miſchiefe and Machiaveliſme, Richard 
the third, of this Kingdome, who with a bloody hand pteſ- 

{ed out the breath of thoſe two orient Princes in the Tower, 

his Nephewes, and naturall Lords. It is victortous over all 

other aftetions, and maſters even the ſenſuality of luſttull 

pleaſures; as apprares in the greateſt Warriours and ancient 

W orthies, amongſt the Hzathen, who tempted with the ex- 

quiliteneſle and variety of choiſeſt beauties, yer forbore that 

villany,not for conſcience ſake,and feare of God whe:n they 

knew not ; but leſt they ſhould interrapt the courſe, and 

ſtop the current of th. ir warlike reputation, ambitious de- 

ſignes, andatchivements of ſtate, But whatſoever other pc- 

{tilent propertics empoyſon it, it never failes to ingender in 

the heart, which harbours it, as irs proper ThunJer-bolr, 

and blaſting, fcares, cares, jcalouſies, envies, enraged thirſt 
of riſing tm, impatiency of competition, uncapableneſle of 
faticty,whichis moſt for my purpoſe. For the proud and am- 
bitious man enlargeth hi deſire as hell, and ts as death, and 
cannot bee ſatufied, Hab.2. 5. Who can fill the bottomeleſle 
pit of hell, or {top the u3ſatiable jawes of death ; neither can 
the greedy humour of an haughty ſpirit, the aſpiring inſo- 
lency of a boiſterous Nimrod bee poſſibly ſtayed or ttinted ; 
no not with the top and variety of higheſt honours, though 
hee ſhould alone andabſolutely be crowned with the Soves- 
raignity of the whole caith, and command the felicities of 
this wide world, 

It it fall in love with riches, it breeds and brings forth co- 
vetoulneſſe, the vileſt, and ba{cſt of alt the infe&ions of the 
ſoule, in the moſt contemptible, and dunghill diſpoſition. 
For this £ Ikon corruption whereſoever it ſeizeth, and 
domineeres , , and baniſheth all nooleneſle of ſpirit, 
naturall aff:&icn, humanity, diſcretion, reaſon,, wiſedome, 
manlinefle, mutuall entertainzments , entercourle of kind- 
nefle, and love ; and turnes all, eventhe foule it ſelfe, into 
earth and mudde. it drawes by a canning reſerved baſenefle, 
all occaſions , circumſtances, advantages , witte , poliey, 
cven 
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even friends,and acquaintance ; nay religion, conſcience, and 
all to be ſerviccable,and contriburary to a greedy woolfe, and 
raging gargren of hoarding up of Gold, and worldly pelfe. 
Ina word, it makes a manwuh a Bedlam crueltie to con- 
remne himſelfc, body and ſoule, for a little tranſitory traſh ; 
wilfully to abandon both the comfortable enjoyment of the 
ſhort time of this preſent mortalitie, and all hope of the 
length of that bleſſed eternitic to come, And as the objeRt 
of it is moſt carthly, baſe, and incompetent, fo of all other 
vile affections, it is moſt ſotriſhly.and ſenſelefly unfatisfiable. 
For how is it poſſible that earth ſhould feed or fill the im- 
materiall, and heaven-borne ſpirit of a man? Ir cannot be, 
and the Spirit of God hath faid,it ſhall not be, Eccles. 5. 10. 
and 4. 8, He that loveth ſilver, ſhall not be ſatisfied with filver. 
T he eye 14 not ſatisfied with riches, Hence it is,that the deepelier 
and more cagerly the dropſie heart of the coverons man doth 
drinke of this golden ſtreande , the more furiouſly ſtill it is 
inflamed with unſatiable thirſt : nay, cerraine it is, that if he 
ſhould porchaſe, and pofſefſe a Monopoly of all the wealth in 
the world ; were hceable to empty the Weſteme parts of 
Gold, and the Eaſt of all her Spices, and precious things 
ſhould he encloſe the whole face of the earth from one end 
of heaven to another, and heape up his hoard to the Starres ; 
yet his heart would be as hungry after more riches, as if hee 
had never a penny, and much more. 

IF itfall in love with beanty, and the ſwaggering — 
of good-fellowſhip, itbegets laſt , and ſenſualitie ; whic 
make their minions madde with bittern f{: and malice, a- 
gainſt the very leaſt glimpſe of holincſſ:, or any religions re- 
firaint ; enrage them with muruall fury,to engulfe themſelves 
into the bottomlefſe whirlepoole of ſenſuall pleaſures, and 
ſo empoyſon their hearts with a furious unquenchable thirſt 
after them., that they will never leave their hold, and 
haunt, nntill they either be broken. with the hammer of 
the Word, or burſt with the horrour of deſpaire. You may. 
trace theſe peſtilent properties in the praiſe of thoſe volup- 
wous Gallants, Wiſedome 2. ( A Booke though = of 
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divine authoritie, yet profitable for precepts of _—_——— 
In which Chapter you may finde, as I have ever conceived, 
a deſcription to the life, and moſt exat Charater of the 
good-fellowes of our times ; who are tranſported equally 
witha deſperate inſatiable humour of ravenous feeding upon 
the froth, and filthof their impure delights , as greedily as 
the Oxe ſuckes in water : and with an implacable cnmitic 
againſt the puritic, and power of godlineſle, For the firſt, 
'heare their cry unto their companions. Verſe 6, &c. Come 
on therefore , let us enioy the good things that ave preſent : and 
let 4 ſpeedily wſe the creatures like as in youth. Let wm fill 
our ſelver with coſtly Wine, and Oyntments : and let no flower 
of the Spring paſſe by 18. Let us crowne our ſelves with Roſe- 
wds before they be withered. Let none of uu goe without kis 
part of our voluptnanſneſſe : let us leave tokent of onr toyful- 
weſſe in every place ; for this is onr portion , and our lot is this, 
For the other , take notice of their boyſterous ſwaggeri 
combination , to become bloody goades in the ſides, nd 
craell prickcs in the eyes of Gods people. For proportio- 
nable to their impatiency of being croſt in their courſe of 
pleaſures, is their rage in perſecuting the godly. And 
therefore being reſolute tolive and dyc good fellowes, they 
alſo reſolve from the fame ground, to hold an everlaſting 
unreconcileable oppoſition to the way which # called Holy, 


eſpecially , ſith every where it is ſo ſpoken againſt. Whence, 


I ſay, they grow , and glue themſelves together in this com- 
bination, Verſe 10, &c. Let ws preſs the poore rightes 
0s man, ———Let our ſirength be the law of inſlice : for 
that which 1s feeble , ts found to bee nathing worth, Therefore 
let us bye in waite fir the righteows : becanſe hee # not for 
or tmrne , aud be 19 cleane contrary to our doings , hee upbrai- 
deth 14 with our offending the Law , and obicfteth to our in- 
famy , the tranſgrefſing of our education, Hee profeſſeth to 
bave the rhe. of God : and be calleth himſelfe the childs 
of the Lord, Hee was made to reprovve onr theughts. Hee 
—_ unto Wi : even to behold: for bi bie 1 not like 
ether mens, 


his wayes are of another faſviow. Wee are eſteemed 
of 
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of him as counterfeits + hee abſlaineth from our. wayesr, as 
from filchineſſe , hee pronounceth the end of the ynſ# to bee bleſ- 
ſed, and maketh his boaſts that God ts his Father +: ————— 
Such things they did imagine , and were deceived: for their 


owne wickedneſſe hath blmded them. Ar for the' myſteries of 
ind w the wa- 


Ged', they know them not , neither 
ges of righteouſneſſe : ner diſcerned 4 reward ſor blameleſſe 
ſoules 


If it edge, andeneager malice, it breedes revenge, a 'wol- 
viſh, and timnatorall thirſt after blood : which haunts moſt, 
the moſt weake, fearcfull, and cowardly ſpirits, For weever 
ſce the baſeſt and moſt worrhleſſe men, to bee moſt malicious 
and revengefull. Seldome doth it finde any harbour in a 
welbred, and a generons minde. As Thunders, Tempeſts, 
and other terrible agitations in the ayre, trouble onely, and 
diſquiet theſe weaker fraile bodies below, bat never diſturbe 
or diſmay thoſe glorious heavenly Ones above : ſo ſcurrill 
girds, imperious doggednefle, diſgraces, and wrongs, vexe, 
and diſtemper men of baſer temper : but the nertling diſpo- 
fition, canſcleſſe ſpite, and childiſh brawlings of haſty 
foules, wound not great and noble ſpirits. Now this boy- 
ling and biting diſtemper , though againſt nature it fe 
npon blood ; yet, ſo true is the point I purfue, ( but 
would you thinke it ? ) is alſo infatiable. Witnelle thar 


Monſter of Millane, who, as * Bodin reporteth, when hee « De Repub, lb. 


had ſarpriſed upon the ſuddaine, one whom hee mortally © 


hated, hee preſently overthrew him ; and ſetting his 
ger to his breſt, told him, he would certainely have hisblood, 
except he would renounce, abjure, forſweare, and blaſpheme 
the God: of heaven. Which whedt' that feareful man, too 
ſinfally greedy of a miſerable life, bad doneina moſt horri- 
ble manner ; hee immediately diſpatcht him, afſoone as thoſe 
POR EE GE IOC 
loody triumph inſalting over his murthered adverfarie, as 
though. whole hell had dwelt in his heart ; hee added this 
moſt abhorred ſpeech : Oh, faies hee, this is right noble, 
and heroicall revenge ; which deth not- onely deprive the 
Q3 body 
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body of a temporary life, but brings alfo the never-dying 
ſoale ante everlaſting flames. W itneſle the cruelleſt of men, 
Hiſtorie of Turks, Afahowet the great, who as the Story reports, was in his time 
— the death-of eight hundred thouſand men, But above all, thac 
Beaſt of Rome carries away the bell for inſatiableneſſe in 
blood-ſucking, 'who though hee was long ſince drunke with 

theblood of the Saints, as with new Wine ; and in his dren- 

ken humour, hath furiouſly fpilt, and powred out upon the 

face of Chriſtendome, a world of blood, almoſt all in our re- 

membrance : Wiitnefle the incredibledeale of Chriſtianblood 

which that mercilefſe monſter, the Popiſh Inquiſition ſwak- 

lowes downe in ſecret : Witneſle the horrible batcheries ex- 

ecnted upon Profeſſours in the Low-countries : Guefle the 

a diceran, Belz: reſt by thatcruell confeſſion of * eAlua, who boaſting inthe 
+""7 bloodſhed of the Saints, ſaid or a timeat his table,thathe had 

beene diligent in rooting out of hereſie,(ſo the Antickyiſtians 

call the right way to Heaven. ) For beſides thoſe which were 

flaine in warre, and ſecret maſlacres,hee had put into the hand 

of the Hangman eighteene thouſand in the ſpace of fixe 

q Diſcedens ex 1- yeeres: Witneſſe Þ Farnefi his ferall reſolution at his depar- 

xiſſe ferr,le re; Ling out of Italy ; to make his horſe ſwimme in the blood of 
tun eſe daturum the Lutherans : Witneſſe that moſt abhorred prodigious vil- 
maam,orin 14. lany,thateuer the Sunne ſaw ; the maſſacre at Pars, when 
racranorum ervo> in divers places of France , abqut © theeſcore thouſand per- 
fc iphus equa. 1083 were murthered , and the ſtreets of that Citie , as the 
*!idan comment. Storic tels vs, ſtrewed with carcaſes,the Pavements, Market- 
<HR- of France, Places and River dyed with blood : W itnefle, befides other 
pag: 794+ cruelties and bl afflictions, three hundred faichfull ſer- 
vanty of Chrift burned to aſhes in this Kingdome , within 

His vers rempo- lefſe then fiue yeeres : Witnefle that horrible parricide per- 
Cee oben Petrated upon the Royall perſons of two French Kings, Hen- 
& nominatis: pig the third and fourth, who were ſuccefli vely butchered in 
Pi hererici ſub. a MOſt barbarous manner, by two Popiſh Aſlaſins, Clement 
bag _— and Reviliac : Nay, inthe late civill warres of France, twelve 
Weronenſ ns. hundred thouſand naturall French are-faid tobeflaine : this 
Theſe which teal Romiſh. Beaſt being the bellowes and incendiary, &c. Yer I 

Moſes Morey, Tay, Though hee havealready drunke vp ſuch a deale of blood 
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25 inſatiably, as Behemoth the River Tordane : he is yer ſtill 
like a ſhee-wolfe in the evening ; and at this very time carou- 
fingalmoſt in all corners of the Chriſtian world, the blood of 
the Martyrs of Teſws as greedily, and withas furiousthirlt, as 


ever he did, fince the firſt gave him his power. But I geret $3.4. 
hopein the ſtrong God of our ſalvation(For ſtrong & the Lord Revelii 4. 


Gd, who indgeth the Whore) that this is the laſt t, and 
that upon his next health, as ie were, begun tothe Devil, in 
this cup of fiery cruelty againſt the ſervants of Chriſt, the Vi- 
all of Gods nnquenchable wrath will choake him for ever. 
Blood he ſhall have enough, but from the revenging hand of 
the Lord God of recompences, in fury, and jealonfie.. 

2- Beſides that thus the rage of vnſatiablenefſe and reſt- 
leſnefi: of purſuir, doth ſtillboyle in every carnall heart , that 
is carried RE after ics ——— or inordinate 
upon any earthly thing : it is alſo thereby in Gods ju 
Ch —_—_——_ hardened, and eſtranged from 
Ged. For the dcepelier our affeRtions are drowned in the 
World, and endeared to any ſenſuall delight ; the more dif- 
pcrately are they divorced from God , and deaded to hea- 
venly things. It is juſt with God, to ſuffer that heart tobee 
rurned rſt into carthand mud ; and after to freeze and con» 
geale into ſteele and Adamant, which preferres Earth before 
Heaven ; a dunghill before Paradiſe ; broken cifternes which 
can hold no water, before the -everſpringing- Fountaine of 
glory andblifſe ; a few bitter-ſweet pleaſures, foraninch of 
time in this vale of tears, before unmixed and immeaſtrrable 
joyes, through alleternicy in thoſe glorious manfronsabovre. 
Our heartsare origioally bard by the curſe of Nature, Ezck. 
11.1 9-afterward by a wilfull courſe,and continuance in fire, 
weadde-Adamant of our owne, 113i. 48. 4. Zach: 7. 12. and 
by not ſuffering the Sword of the Spirit to ſearchand founder 
onr minion-delights from our boſomes , Heb. '4. 7. Then 
Satan 1s let looſe to pat to his iron ſinewes, Lok. 22.3. Laſtly, 


God himſclfe bardencth by an a& of Inſtice, as wee may fee, 100; 12 20 


Exod. 9, 18: . Thus the heart which hates tobee reformed, 
being glued to a ſcnſuall objeR, or worldly luſt, by its owne 
- 0s inbred 
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inbred corruption, 

of God growes into ſucha prodigious rocke : That no crofle 
or. created -power;: net the ſofteſteloquence, or ſevereſt 
courſe 5 nay, not the waight.of the whole Word, were it all 
preſt upon it, can poſſibly mollife or reclaime it. It will ne- 
ver yeeld or selane, or be rent from irs darling delight,but dye 
in its deadaeſle, ang bee deſperately hardened for the: very 
depthof Hell; except the Almighty Spirit take the hammer 
of the W ord into his awoe hand, thatby his ſpeciall unreſt. 
ſtable power, and mercitull violence, he may fir{tbreake it in 
pieces with :legall eemorie, and after by the ſprinkling and 
powerfull application of Chriſts blood, refolve it into teares 
of trac Evangclicall repentance ;z that fo onely by a gracious 
miracle of divine mercy, it may be foftned, ſanciticd, and ſa- 
ved. The ſtubborne Iewes were heavily loaden with an ex- 
traordinary variety of moſt grievous crofſes and afflitions, 


' There was mag wanting tomake them outwardly miſc. 
e 


table ; and ng milery inflicted upon them, but upon purpoſe 
to humble and take downe their rebellious hearts. The Pro 
pher {oweb Chap.x. paints out ro the life, the rufull ſtate of 
their frcfh blecding defolations 5; The whole head ((aith hee) 
u ſiche,. and the whale heart 14 heavy, cc." (for thephce'is 
meant; ,not as ſome take it, of their {innes, but of: their ſore 
rowres.,) But all. theſe blowes and prefſures were1o farre 
from melting them, that they made them harder : Wherefore 
ould you be ſmitten any more, for ye fall away more andenore ? 
What created power «can poſhibly. hare more power upon 
the ſoules of men, then the facred Sermons of the Sonne of 
God, who ſpake as neycr man ſpake > And yet His dearein- 
treaties, and melting invitations, whichſweetly and tender- 
ly owed fromthat heart, which-was reſolved to pill its 
warmeſt and inmoſt blood for their ſakes, moved thofeſtiffe- 
necked lewes never -azot : Jerwſaterms, lernſalem, how often 
womfd /, and you would net * Maith;23.37. 1/aiah,that Noble 
Praphet '; whoſe marchlcfſe: ſtile; incomparably ſurpaſſerh 
the urmolt poflibility of all kumand invention ; and to which 
the choiſclt elegincies of prophant Writers, are precþarba- 


riſme, 


jon, infificnef hellifh-poyſen; and juſt urſe 
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rifme, ſhed many, and many a gracious fhowre of molt hca- 
venly, piercing, {weeteſt eloquence upon a ſmfull Nation, and 
rebellious people, which were fruitleflely fpilt as wates 

the ground, or loſt as upon the bardeſt flint. His many hea- 
venly ſonle-ſearching Sermons, which breathed nothing bur 


' ſpirit andlife ; yet to them hardnedin their ſfinnes, ha» 


ting to be reformed, were butas an idle and empty breath ; 


vaniſhing into uothing, and ſcattered inthe ayre. Tbe Lord 1% 49.2. 


(as he faith) made his month like a ſharpe ſword, and bimfelfe 
a choſen ſhaft ; and yet that two-edged (word was full often 
blunted upon their hardeſt hearts ; and his keene arrowes 
diſcharged by a skilfull hand, rebounded from their flinty 
boſomes, as ſhafts ſhot againſt a ſtone wall, Which made 


the Seraphicalt Orator cry out: I have lahowred in vaine, I yeic 4 


have ſpent my ſtrength for nonght, and in vaine, A courle of 
extraordinary ſeverity and terrour, was taken with the Ty» 
rant Pharaob, he wag not onely —_— with rods, = even 
ſcourged with Scorpions; and yet all the plagues' of Egypt 
_ farre from taming, and taking Cons his proud 
heart ; that every particular plague added unto it a ſeverall 
ron (inew ; ſo farre they were from foftning it, that they 
{cared it more. No materiall weight can more cruſh the heart 
of a maninto pieces, then braying in a morter : andyet ſaich 
Salomon, Thongh thow ſhonldeſt bray a faole, an old obſtinate 
ſinner, 1» 4 worter \among wheate with 4 pefile : yet will not 
his foolifneſſe, his wilfull cruclty 1m killing bis owne' foule, 
and Bedlam madnefle, in exchanging atietle tranſttary. plea» 
ſare, with endleſle paine, | depert from him. Prov. 27.23, 
Now what arhorrible hardneſle, and helliſh ſtone is char, 
which no miniſteryor miſery, nay, nor miracles, Sce Exod. 
10. 37.1 King 13.33) 2 King-1.11.14,28:13. normercies, 
1/ai,16.10, canpoſſibly mollifie ?  - | TE 
Here now ſhould T have paſſed out of thispoint, did I not 
conceive, that of all the waightieſt civill affaires incident to 
humanedeliberation, there is none more material, impor- 
tant, or of greater conſequencs, either for extremeſt outward 
vexation, and hearts-griefe ; orextraordinary ſweet contente 
ment 
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own <conj9g- ment, and continuall peace, then matter of marriage. A word 
Paradiſus:malum, Of WO therefore of, 1.convenicnt entrance into, and, 2. com-= 
terreſtris infernus Formable enj »yment of that hononrable eſtate. 

« Primumergoin For the firſt : 1. Letthy choiſebe inthe * Lord,according 

—— Amizy, £0 bleſſed Saint Pawls Rule, 1.Cor,7. 39. only in the Lord. Let 

prime & Abb, piette be the firſt moover of thine afteFion, the prime and 
Woile they (me. Principall ponderation in this greateſt affaire ; and then con- 

ning women u#t ceive of perſonage, parentage, and portion, as they fay, and 
Lord) pleaſe bm fach outward things , and worldly additions, asa comforta« 
oY — *i= ble acceſſory, conſideration onely in a ſecond Þ place. Let the 
whereby they in. WOrld ſay what it will, ro a minde truely generous, and enno- 
= wad _— bled with grace, theabſoluteſt concurrence,and quinteſſential 
offer ofcdemſin exquiſitenſle of beauty,gold, birth, witte,or what elſe beſides 
pita the ſervice *f ray bee found moſt remarkeable and matchleſſe in that ſexe, 
wheſe ſerve: they ſhould bee nothing , nor hold ſcale with thelighteſt feather 
joke thn /1-41® upon any Ladies head, in reſpeR of agracious diſpoſition and 
Hookers Pare- godly heart, Religion and the feare of God, as it is generally 
COT the foundation of all humane felicity ; ſo muſtic in (j ca 
of Tertul. Quz be accounted the ground of all comfort and blifſe, which man 
CO Plz- and wife deſire to finde in the enjoying each of other. There 
minum effendunr, Was never ally gold,or great friends : any beautie, or outward 
4 ___ bravery, which ried truely faſt and comfortably any marriage 
«zerem. b Dum- knot. It is onely the golden linke, and noble tye of Chriſtia- 
& veniae dotars NIty and Grace , which hath the power and priviledge to 
eſt ſatis- make ſo deare a bond lovely, and everlaſting ; which can ſea- 
ſon and ſtrengthen that neareſt inſeparable focictic with true 

ſweerneſſe and immortality, 

' 2. Let conjugall love warme thine heart, at leaſt in ſome 
meaſure with affeionate contentment, and ſome more ſpe- 
ciall repoſe vpon the partie , as one with whom thou canſt 
heartily and comfortably conſort : for the kusband, all con- 
currents, and ordinary poſſibilities conſidered, ought to ſer- 
tle his aff:jons.vpon hig wife , as the fitteſt that the world 
could have afforded him : and the wife ſhould reſt ber heart 
npon her husband , as the meeteſt for her, that could have 
beene found under the Sanne. By a conſtant entercourſe of 
which mutuall contentment in each other, the hasband w_ 
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; be tothe wife as « covering of her eyes , that the lift them ngg Gene. 16 
p up amoronſly upon any man ; and the wife to the bubans 
the pleaſure of his eyes , that he may ſtill looke upon her with #:& 324 16. 


2 ſober and fingular delight. Otherwiſe they will finde bur 

e cold comfort in that counſell and commandement of Salomon, 
1 Prov.5.18,19. Rejoyce with the wiſe of thy youth. Let her be 
p as the loving Hind and pleaſant Roe : let her breſt ſatiofie thee 
at all times, and be thow raviſht alwayes with her love, With- 

1 out this mutuall complacency, that I may ſo ſpeake, and lo- 
ving contentment each in other , I doubt whether I ſhould 
enconrage any to proceed, And yet why ſhould not a com- 
fortable concurrence of grace on both ſides , conſent of Pa- 
rents, mecetnefle in ſtate, | "+ birth , yeeres, andall other 

requiſites beſides, create in a mortified heart, matrimoniall 

| afteFion ? And yet I would by no meanes cauſeleſly confine 

and enſnareany- And yet I would not have an invincible An [Mann e, 
tipathy , and * 1 cannot love , bur I know not why, pretended, 

when as perhaps indeed and truth it is onely carnall curioſitie 

which breakes a convenient match. 

3. Ingoing about ſuch an important bufineſſe , plie the 

Throne of Grace with extraordinary importunitie, and fer- 

vency of prayer ; preſſe upon, and wreſtle, as it were, with 

God in dayes of inore ſecret and ſolemne humiliation for a 

blefling in this kinde, and withthat finceritic zthat thou doe 

heartily defire him, whatſoever thy conceits, and expeRati> 

on of fature comforts, and conveniences may be ; yet if itbe 

not with his liking, and ro his glory, he wouldbe pleaſed tq 

daſh it quite. A good wife is a more immediategift of God: 

Houſe and riches , ſaith Satomon are the inheritance of fathers ; , vine erin, 
but a prudent wife ts from the Lord. * And therefore ſacha fpeciali quadam 
rareand precious Tewel Þ is to be ſued and ſought for at Gods jreces wore pi- 
Mercy ſeate, with more extraordinary earneſtneſle, importy- a» & prudexen 
nitie and zcale. And me thinks,that wife,child,or what other Zamw. is cp. 19. 
good thing is procured at Gods mercifull hand by prayer, oo "FE 
vi furnrum preci is petityr:maxime perenda jrura & 

peas latioena, a orires obs te 6 hands mileſes & teilbbus deſpoadedi 
animum. Is yg me te let it nos they bee eontenmed as $66 preciſe. Vives de Oihe.. 
Mlarith cop- 2 page 33. þ So Genel 24- 33-C34 thould 
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ſhould bring with it, even in our ſence and thankefull ac- 
knowledgement,a thouſand times more ſweetnefſe and come» 
fort, then that which is caſt upon us by Gods ordinary pro- 
vidence, without any faite at all , unto his heavenly High. 
nefle, 

4. Let the particsdeale plainely and faichfally one with 
the other, in reſpeRt of their bodies, ſoules, and outward 
ſtate. I meane 1t thus; That they ſhould not deceive and 
coozen one the etherby a crafry conceale ment of foe foule 
diſeaſe, ſpecially deformity, naturall defe,&c.in body; eſpe- 
cially , which they thinke in their conſciences, and imparriall 
conſiderations, if it were their caſe, weuld breede intolerable 
diſtaſte and diſcontentment : or of ſome ſecret maime and 
cracke in their outward ſtate, which neither the other partie, 
or friends, doe either expe, or ſuſpeR : for ſo they may 
bring a great deale of after-miſery, and too late repentance 
upon the match. For naturally wee hate them which beguile 
us. And a»man or woman is moſt impatient of failing, and 
being diſappointed of their hopes and expeRations, in ſo 
great and waighty affaire as Marriage is. And therefere it 
were very convenient, and much better to diſcloſe the one 
unto the other, the materiall infirmities and wants in either 
of their bodics. or goods, though with hazzard of mifling 
the match ; rather then the: one ro obtainethe other , with 
guile, cunning, and after-diſcomfort.-I ſaid alſo, in reſpe&t 
of their ſoules ; by which I meane ; that for the time. of 
Wooing onely, as they call it, they ſhouldnot put ona vi- 
zor, flouriſh, and ſhew of Religion, converſion, and grace; 
whenin deed and truth, there is no ſuch matter. Forthis cx- 
ecrable impoſture alſo, is ſometimes villanouſly praiſed, to 
the infinite prejudice, and perpetuall hearts-griefe of the de- 
luded partie. And not oncly ſome particsare cunning, re- 
ſerved,and faulty this way ; but even Chriſtian friends are tov 
often'roo forward, peremptory , andaudacions, in giving 
teſtimonies and aſſurances in ſuch caſes, Now this is the grea- 
teſt guile, and moſt curſed coozenage of all ; when one con- 
ceives, by the preſent cunning carrnge of the partie, = 
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partiall information of friends, that he or ſhee hath met with 
a ſoule bexutified with grace ; whereas when it comes to tlie 
tryall hath juſt none acquaintance with God at all. 

Now I come unto the ſecond Point; A religious and com- 
fortable continuance in the* Marriage-ſtate. For the happy 
attainement whereof; let us take notice of, and lay to heart ; 
firſt, ſome common Duties, which are mutually co be perfore 
med on both ſides. 

I. Loviognefſe. Which is a drawing into aRion, and kee- 
ping in exerciſe that habit of conjugall affefion, Matrimoni- 
all love mentioned before. It is a ſweet, loving, and tender- 
hearted powring out of their hearts , with much aff<Rio» 
nate deareneſſe, into each others boſomes ; in all paſlages, 
carriages, and behaviours , one towards another. This mu- 
tnall melting-heartednefſe, beeing preſerved freſh and 
wag » Will infinitely Cweeten and  bcauttifie the Marriage- 

te, 

Foran uninterrupted preſervation of this amiable deport= 
ment on both ſides ; let them conſider, 

I. The wiſc hand of Gods gracious providence guided all 
the buſineſſe and brought jt to paſſe. And hee commands 
conſtancy in this loving and lightſome carriage. Prov. 5,18, 
19. Reioyce with the wife of thy youth.. Let her be as the loving 
Hind , and pleaſant Roe , let her breſts ſatifie thee at all timer, 
and be thou raviſhed alwayes with ber love. Sce alſo Epb. 5. 25. 
Me thinkes this cha from the bly Ghoſt, being often re- 
verently remembred, ſhould ever beate backe and baniſh. 
from both their hearts,all heart: riſing and bitrerneſſe;diſtaſte, 
and difaffeRtion , all wickid wiſhes, that they had never met 
together, that they had never ſcene one anothers faces, &c, 
When the knot is ance tied,every man ſhouldthink his wife, 
and evcry. witeher husband , the fitteſt for him of any in the 
world. Otherwiſe, ſo often as he ſees a better, he will wiſh 
that bis choſe were to make again;and ſo falloff from reſpe&t 
to this Commandement , and:from kindneffe and love to his 


owne. W hich is an inexpiable dif! t to Gods pro- 
vidence, and an execrable empoyſener of —__—_—” 
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2. That by the power of the honourable Ordinance of 
Marriage, they two aremade one: And therefore they ought 
to be as lovingly and teriderly affeed one unto the other, as 
they would be to their owne fleſh, 

3+ The compaſſionate and melting compellations, which 
Chriſt and his Spouſe exchange inthe Canticles : Hy fave 
one,my fifter, my love, my Dove, my undeefiled, my welbeloved, 
the chiefe of ten thouſand &-c. whoſe chaſte and fervent love, 
that of married couples ſhould reſembleand imitate. 

4. That theſe mutuall expreſſions, and exerciſe of this 
matrimoniall love, are very powerfull ro preſerve chaſtitic 
and purenc{ſ: in body and fpirit on both fidcs, It isnoted of 
Iſaae, that he loved Rebekah dearely ; and this was a ſpeciall 
preſervative, that he fell not to Polygamy or concubines, as 
many of the Patriarkes did. 

t» II, Faithfulneſſe. 1. In reſpe&t of the Marriage Bed; 
which they ought on both ſides to keepe inviolable, unde- 
filed, and honourable. Wherein, if they tranſgrefl:, beſides 
an whole hell of ſpirituall miſeries, they ſtrike at the very 
ſfinew, heart, and life of the Marriage Knot ; and become 
liable ( if the Magiſtrate ſhould doe, as God commanded a» 
mongſt his people ) to the bloody ſtroke of a violent death. 
And therefore it bchooves all tharenter this ſtate, to be hum- 
bled,and repent for all former wantonneſſe; or cl{e,athouſand 
to one,it will breake outzcither into a ſenſuall; immoderate a- 
buſe of the Marriage ; which the Fathers call, Adultery with 
a mans owne wife ; orelſe intoa luſtfull hankering after the 
ſtrange woman. 

2. Inre{peR of domelticall aftaires, and buſinefſes of the 
family. The care and burthen whereof is common w them 
both. The Husband that hath a prodigall and flothfull wife, 
doth bart draw. water with a Sive, a«- the Heathen man ſaid, 
and caſts his labours into abottomleff+ (acke. And'the wife 
that is matcht with an idle unthrifric Husband; drawes a Cart 
heavy laden thorow a ſandy waÞ,without a Horſe, By which 
is intimated an impoſſibiliticof thriving in the world, and 
proſperig in their outward ſtate. : 
| 3. In 
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3. Inthe concealement of each others ſecrets. It is a vory 
unraturall and monſtrous treachery, to publiſh one anothers 
faults and frailties, or any thing, which in hope of keeping 
counſell, they have communicated one to another. They 
are ill birds, as thev ſay, that defile their owne neſts ; and 
franticke B:dlams that ſo throw dirt in each others faces. 

ITT, Patience. Which isas precious and needfall an ho- 
ly duty, as I can poſſibly commendia this caſe, for comfort- 
able converſing together. 

For a more prepared and conſtant exerciſe whereof; con» 
ſider, | 

1. Thattwo Angels are not met together in a Matrimos 
niall tate, but a ſonne and daughter of «Adam: And there» 
fore they mult looke for infirmities, frailties, imperfeions, 
paſſions, and provocations, on both ſides, 

2. That it is a charpe given toall ; That the Sunne muſt not 
goe downe upon their wrath : much more to Man and Wife 
linked together in the neereſt bond. 

3. That there never did, nor ever will come any good, by 
the falling out of Man and Wife. Well may they thereby 
become ridiculous to- their ſervants, a by=word to their 
neighbours, Tablc-talke tothe Country, troublers of their 
owne houſe, and as a continuall dropping one unto another ; 
but they ſhall never gaine by their mutuall haſtineſle, paſli- 
ons, and impatiency, What good can come by a mans an- 
ger and indignation againſt his owne fleſh 2 What prodigi 
ous madnefle is it for them to grow ſtrange, whom to many 
and perpetuall bands have tyed fo faſt ; and who without 
deareſt and mo!t intimate familiarity, canneither enjoy civill 
contentment or peace of conſcience ?.. Suppoſe that the heare 
ſhould fall our with the head, and deny unto it, thoſe ſpirits 
which become animall in the braine, ; and ſerve for exercilc 
both of ſence, and by conſequent of the higher part of the 
ſoule ; What would follow, but diſtemper, diſtraRion, and 
madnefle ? Or that the head (ſhoavld fall out with the body ; 
and thercupon reſtraine from it the influence of animall 1pi- 
rits,the 7 thc quickning and mooying it ; wa 
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Iob x. 31, 


Heb. 134+ 


wotld become of the head, when thebody were dead ? Pro 
portionable miſchiefes and miſeries fall out upon the Marri- 


age-ſtate, by falling out, ſtrangeneſſe, bitternefle, and angry * 


reſervedneſle betweene the parties, 

This grace then will be of excellent uſe, and mult be exer- 
ciſed many wayes : 

I. Inbearing with the wants and weakenefſes, infirmi- 
ties and deformities of each other. And let the man, (for the 
woman is the weaker veſlell) remember for this purpoſe ; 
how many faults, frailties, and falls, and how many times 
Chriſt remits and pardons to his Spouſe the Church. And 
hee ought to love his wife, as Chriſt doth the Church, Eph. 

5.35. The body dothnor rej: the head, becauſe ir is ba'd, 
or but one-eyed : The head rageth not againſt the body, be- 
cauſe it is deformed or diſeaſed but doth rather condole and 
ſympathize. 

2. About crofle accidents in the family, loſſes in their out- 
ward ſtate ; going backward of buſineſſes, &c. They muſt 
not lay the fault one upon another, to the breaking out into 
choler, impatiency, and ſtamping ; but both joyne with ble(s 
ſd 7b, inthat ſweetand mecke ſubmiffion ro Gods plea- 
ſure : The Lord hath given, and the Lord hath taken away 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord. ' 

3- In waiting for the converſion of one another ; if either 
prooyeunconverted. In which cafe, be _ pray, and ex- 
pet Gods good time. We have God himſelfeaſweer Pat- 
terne for this purpoſe. Sce before, Pag.103. Orif the onebe 
but a Babe in Chriſt, weake in Chriſtianity ; deale fairely, 

lovingly and meekely. Let our Lord Teſs his tender-hearted- 
nefſe to ſpiriruall yonglings, teach us mercy this way. S:e 
[/aiiqgo.11. 

I'V. Anholy care and conſcience to preſerve betweene 
themſelves, (for there isa conjugall; as well as virginall and 
viduall chaſtity) the marriage bed undefiled, and in all ho- 
nour and Chriſtian purity. It by no meanes to bee ſtai- 
ned and diſhonoured with ſenſuall excefles, wanton ſpee- 
ces, fool dllace, and orherunciav inentves of Il, 
wWw 
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which marriage ſhould quench , not inflame, Even in wed- 
locke,inremperate and unbridled luſt ; immoderation and ex» 
ceſfe, is deemed both by ancient and moderne Divines , no 
better then plaine adultery before God. 

Twoancient worthy Fathers, Ambroſe and * Auſtin,ſpeake a Augei. comre 
thus: What is the intemper ate man in mariage, but bis wives a. #6. Peieg libs. 


dw/terer ? The reſolation of the Þ reſt ſound to the ſame lence. pm 4 


© Ar a man may be a withed drunkard with hut owne drink ; A 
and a glutton by exceſſive devouring of his owne meat:ſo likewiſe, vxorirs Auden the 
one may be nncleane m the immoderate vſe of the marriage bed. nes of te fie 


1 Nec vocarc 


Even Popiſh Caſwiſts diſcover and deteſt aberrations and dubitar, (peating 
exorbitancies of married couples in their Matrimoniall mee- + ——— 


tings. ( Bur reade ſuch paſſages with much modeſtie and 3dukerum,inrem- 
(judgement. ) omncconmubi be 
' Nay heare what a very Philoſopher faith of the point : Jn 29m Penans non 
the private Acquanmtance, faith he, and v/c of marriage , there ( be perida en: 


muſt bee a moderation ; that 14, a religious and a devont band : —_— 
for that pleaſure that is therei , muſt bee mingled with ſome fadece conjmtie 
ſeverity. It muſt bee a wiſe and conſcionable delight. A man \j5. 2 
wnft tonch his wife diſcreetly, and for honefly, &c. Another luxcue propagi.. 


thus: Marriages aveliginws and devout bond: and that u4 b Adplrer gs 


the reaſon , the pleaſure a man hath of it , ſponld bee a mo- tin progyja, ama- 
derate , flayed, and ſerious pleaſure , and mixed with ſe- S 
verity ; u ought to bee a delight ſomewhat circumſpet and Ex Xylti Pnbant 
Conſcientions, Js. N hileſt | 


Wee may conceive, what moderate,reverent,and honora- 4ivs, quim vxo- 
ble thoughts Antiquity entertained of the marriage ſtate,and gqurerum* i 
conjugall chaſtity ; by Exariftms words, Epiſt, 1. ad ommeg (i -- ——_ 


Epiſe. Aphri. Let new married conples,(aith he, for two or three Debar? quidem 


; | conjuges debicum 
dayes ply Prayer, ——that they may have good children , and Conloges debieum 
pleaſe the Lord m their mariage duties, dere, ſed turpirer 

' COnVeniIre how de- 
bent. Greg. Tom 2 #1. Sams cap. x5.Col. 1572 Conjuges (eipfis uti debent non ad turpirudinem mere- 
ticie itatis, ſed ad temperantiam honeftatis. Fb1d, (Gl. 1575. $1 ſobaudiamus lore, preceptum 


eci ad conjuges, vt pulice, & qui decet honeſtate marrimonivm incer ſe colart, ve vir cum uxore tem. 
peranter & caſte habiter, nec torum maritalem in!ign's laſewijs profance, —_— conjagati non 
quidris fibi licere : ſed uſum tori legitimi debere efſc moderatum, ne quid alienum eafonds 

& caſtimon4 admirt ant. Par. in v, 4+ cop» 13- 6d Heb. © Pod wpon the ſeventh Qmwendemens. d Conc, 
Tow. 1. pag 106. edit. Bin, Thﬀeegh | agyee ts Ofianders cenſare, Cent, 2. bib x. c0p+ 2 pry, 4+ yet in the 
ſence 7 cite it, in fothy ſer ves my tapue+ 
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Now all intemperate, excefſive, or any waies exorbitant 
pollutions of the marriage-bed,, rhough Magiſtrates meddle 
not with them, becauſe they lic without the walke of humane 
cenſare; yet aſſuredly Gods pure Eye cannot looke upon 
them, but without repentance will certainely plagne them. 
Me thinkes therefore, if the feare of God, awefulneſle to his 
All-ſceing Eye, love of purity, &ce will not reſtraine from 
immodcſticand immoderation in this kinde ; yet that ſlaviſh | 
horrour, ct God ſhould juſtly puniſh them therefore, with | 
no children , mis-fhapen children, jdiotes, or prodigioufly 
wicked children , or ſome other heavy crofſes, ſhould fi ighe | 
them from {uch abhorred filth. 

In the next place, let us take a view of, and to haart, duties 
* peculiar and proper to each ſeverally. 
I, Tothe Husband : 
1. Let himbehavchimſelfe as an head to the body, x. Car. 
11. 3. Eph. 5. 23. 

a Nov immeritd 1, The head is, as it were, the * glory andcrowne of 

Cor ri tho cztera the body : Solket the husband fhine, and ſhew himſelfe in a 

membra famular- Linde of eminence, excellencie, and authority over the wife. 

eur ; & circninfe. . , . . _" 

vet 1llud ferului TObcanhead, implics and 1importsa preeminence, ſuperiorj- 
geltamine bicur ty, and ſoveraignty , as appeares by the Apoſtles gradation, 
wblive locarum L.COr.1 1.3 Man is the womans head, Chriſt is the mans head, 

—__ _ God is Chriſts head. For procuring and preſerving which; 

© * Letthe husbandbe manly,grave, worthy ; not light, vaine, 
contemptible : Let him not bebitter, wayward, paſſionate : 
Let him not bee baſe-minded, vicious, vaine glorious : Let 
him notbee a drunkard, a gameſter, a good-tellow, Diſſo- 
lutencſſe, and a diſordercd life in the Man, doth much abate 
and diminiſh the wives rclpeRfulneſſe and reverence unto 
him, Majeſty , authority, venerablcneſle in any Superiour is 
not any wales more lcfſencd or ſooner loſt, thenby light 
behaviour, perſonall worthleſncfle,or unworthy deportment 
in his place. Whereas true worth, goodneſle, grace, ſhining 
from within, doth beget a moreloving reverence, and re- 
verent love, then all cutward formes of pompe and ſtate; 


_ thenanyboylſterouſneſle , or big tookes can pofiibly procuce. 
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2: The Head is theſeate of underſtanding ; wiſedome, 
dilcyetion , forecaſt. Oat of which 'conſideration ; Let the 
husband ſtirreup, quicken, and inlarge his manly ſpirit, to 
comprehend, and rightly conceive all affaires, proviſions, oc- 
caſions, offers , ingenuous deportment, and worthy wuſages, 
which may any wayes procure and promote his wives true 
contentment , honour , and happmeſſe. It is his neceflary 
and noble charge, with a ſpeciall and paunQuall care, and 
caſting about to provide for her ſoule , body, comfort, and 
credit ; withall meekenefle andlove, to inſtruct and informe 
her in all paſſages of her dutie, and procarements of her 

ood 


Y 3. The Head indeed hath the precedency and 

tive of nobleſt operations, and the ſoules divineſt as, 
the benefit of its native temper and conſtitution, ſeate of the 
ſences, and other proper inſtruments fitted for ſuch highim- 
ployments, and challenge of that excellency; yet notwith- 
ſanding , the body and other parts are animatedand enlyved 
with the very ſame ſoule, both for ſubſtance, faculties, im- 
mortalitic, aQtiveneſle, every way : So that if the foor, for 
inſtance, had an eare, an eye, ananimall ſpirit, and an 
ration, as the Philoſophers ſpeake, apted for ſuch funions, 
it would heare, and ſec, and underſtand as well as the head, 
And therefore the head, by a naturall inſtinQ, as it were, and 
{ympathie,doth continually and tenderly, with freſh ſacceſſi» 
ons of a lively and quickning influence, cheriſh, and refreſh 
other parts as well as it ſelfe. The hosband, by the benefit of 
a more manly body , tempered with naturall fitnefſe for the 
ſoule to worke more nobly in; doth, or ought ordinarily 
outgoe the wife in largenefle of undcrſtanding,heightof cou- 
rage, ſtayedneſle of refolation, moderation of his paſſions, 
dexteritic to manage buſineſſes , and other naturall inclinati- 
ons, and abilities to doe more excellently ; yetnotwithſtan» 
ding , let him know that his wife hath as noble a ſoule as 
himſclfe. Sowles bave no ſexes , 2s * Ambroſe faith. Tn the 
better part they are both men. And if thy wives ſoule were 


freed from the frailtic of her, ſexe, ; were ag,manly, as noble, _—_— 
2 as 
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as underſtanding, and every way as excellent as thine owne : 
Nay, and if it were poſſible for you-to change bodies ; hers 
would worke as manlily in thine , and thine as womanly in 
hers, Let the husband then be fo farre from imſulting over, 
contemning,orundervaluing his wives worth, for the weake- 
neſſe of her ſexe; that out of conſideration that her ſoule is 
naturally every way as good as his owne; _ the excel- 
lencie of itz native operations, ſomething damped,as it were, 
and difabledby the frailtie of that weaker body, with which 
Gods wiſe providence hath clothed it npon purpoſe, for a - 
more convenient and comfortable , but ingenuous ſervice» 
ablenefſe to his good ; that, I ſay, hee labour the more to 
entertaine and intreat her with all tenderneſſe and honour, 
to recompence, as it were, her ſuffering in this kinde for his 
lake, 

4+ The Head is the well-ſpring of all quickening motion 
and ſence, livelinefle and lightfomneſle to the body. If the 
derivationof animall ſpirits from the braine, were reſtrained 
and intercepted for a while ; the body would bee preſently 
ſurprizcd with a ſencelefſe dampe and dead palſey. The wife 
for the husbands fake, hath forſaken her native home, fathers 
houſe, father,mother, and many comforts in that kinde : And 
therefore good reaſon ſhee ſhould expeRt now, and receive 
from her Head new matter, and a continued influence of 
light-hearredneſle,comfortable enjoying her ſ(clte,and cheere- 
fall walking. If hee to whoſe company and conditions (hee 
s now ſoneerely and neceſſarily confined, and, as it were,en- 
chained, proove dogged, ſh:e holds her ſelfe utterly undone 
for any outward contentment. 

2. Let him dwell with hey , according to knowledge, 1 Pet. 
3. verl. 7. 

1+ By a wiſe diſcovery at the firſt, and timely ac- 
quainting himſelfe wich her diſpoſition, aff:ions, infirmi- 
ties, paſſions, imperſeRions : and thereupan with all. holy 
giſcretion , apply and addreſſe himfelfe ina faire and loving 
manncr , to reRitic and reforme all hee can ; and to beare the 
zeſt with patience , paſſtng by it with:uc paſſion and impa- 
UIcncy, 
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riency, ſtil wairi Ged by Prayer, in his time, 
fora further — redrefle ets 5 of 
the rankeſt rootes of diſtaites and diſcontentment in the Mare 
riage-ſtate, is the negle& of apunAuall obſervation of each 
others properties; oftakin the right meaſure of cach others 
manners, upon purpoſe, that with mutuall patienceand for- 
bearance, they may ſupport each other in love, and lovingly 
beare one anothers burthens. Memorable is that ſpeech, and 
may be a fit medicine againſt marriage-jarres ; whicha reve- 
rend man received from an husband , being asked how ſuch 
a cholericke couple could ſo conſort together : The, faith 
he, when hey fit 14 apon hey , I yeeld to her , as Abraham did to 
Sara; and when my fit tu npon me, ſhee yeeld; to mee : and ſowe 
never ſtrive together, but aſunder,, 

2. By a provident , diſcreet, and patient ordering , gui- 
ding, and managing buſineſſes abroad , and family affaires ; 
without that carking , impatiency, prevention, and diſtruſt 
of Gods providence; without that clamour, boyſterouſneſle, 
and confuſion, with which worldlings are woont to tronble 
their owne houſes. It is incredible to confider the vaſt and 
unvaluable difference betweene the comforts , calmeneſle, 
and many ſweet contentments of an houſhold, governed 
by the patient wiſcdome of an heavenly- minded man : 
and the endleſſe brawlings , bitter conteſtations about trifles, 
diſorders, domeſticall hurly bnrlies, &c. which haunt thar 
family, where a cholericke, covetous , and hairc-brained 
husband doth domineere, This latter, is like the middle re- 
gion of the ayre, continually torne and rent with freſh come 
motions, thunders, and many tumultuons ſlirres, which riſe 
at firſt from a thing of nothing ; a thinne invilible fume 
drawne out of the carth : So carthly things , vainer then the 
moſt vaniſhing vapour, doe ordinarily raiſe in ſuch Nurſe- 
ries of diſquietnefle and noiſe, a world of needlefle troubles, 
paſſionate diſtempers , and ſelfe-vexations. But the former 
is like the higheſt part of the aire, full of calmeneſſe, tran- 
quillitie, and conſtant light ; the Sunne of righteouineflc ſhis 
ning ſtill upon it with the bleſſed beames of patience, con 
R 3 tentment 
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tentment and fpirituall noblenefle of minde , doth from time 
rotime diflolve and drive away all miſts cf worldly mour- 
ning , ſtormes of bitterneſſz and brawling , matter of ſuch 

| ſenceleſſe and brainelefle moleſting one another ; and doth 
with a ſweetc and kindly heate refrcſh and ſupport the heart, 
againſt all cholericke encounters and croſle accidents, by ver- 
cucof ſach heavenly and heal:ng cordials as theſe, which were 
wont to calme and repell the moſt rempeſtuous aſſaults upon 
the afflicted Saints, /ob 1.21. 1 Sam 3.18. 

3. Butabove all, by leading his wife inthe way of life, 
and path, that ts called Holy. This is the flo ver and crowne 
of alſhis skill, ro be ableſſed and manly guide unto her, to- 
wards everlaſting happinceſſ-. For want of this wiſedome, 
and will, many a poore ſoulc hes bleeding unto eternall death, 
under the bloody and mercileſſe hand of an ignorant, pro- 
phane, or Pharifaicall hyzband ; which perhaps may kave 
knowledge enough and too much, to thrive in the world, to 
proſper in his outward ſtate ; to provide for poſteritic ; nay 
ro opprefſe, over-rcach, and defraud his brother : But no 
wit , no underſtanding , no braincs atall, to teach , and tell 
his wife one foote of the right way to Heaven : Wie to doe 
eval, as the Prophet fpeak-s, Terem. 4. 22. But to doe good, 
no knowledge at all: No holy habit or heart to pray with 
her, toinſtrut, and incourage her in the great myſtery and 
practice of godlineſſe ; ro keep: the Sabbath holy, and dayes 
of hamiliation; to read? <criptures , repeate Sermons, and 
conferre of good things with her, &c. from which he is ſo 
farre ; that although it be the ſtrongeſt barre to keepe her 
from grace, and thebloody cut-throat uf both their ſoules ; 
he will necds perſwade her that all this is too much preciſe- 

+ 44 Ecclefam neſſe- And yet heare * Chryſoſtome : Let them both goe to the 
guiſque accedat, the Church , and afierward at home let the buaband require of 
ms, We ic. the wife. and the wifs of the hneband , thoſe things which were 
grate pl pane there fboken and read,or at leaſt ſome of them. And in the ſame 
vir ab uxoce , & SCION, Teach ber, faith he, the ftare of God ; and all things 


uxor 4 viro Cx:- 
gat- In Fp'#. od Eph Serm.20. Col. 894. Docetimorem Dei, & omania tanquam ex Foate avynde adfiy- 


<at, ecitque domus tus innumerts bouis referta. Ibid. Col. $55- 
wk 


_ G 


T> 


comfortable walking with God. 249 
will flow in abuxdantly, 41 ont of 4 fonuntaine : and thine honſe 
will be replem ſhed with immwmer able good things, 

4. By aconſcionable and conſtant care alſo, for the con- 
verſion, and > (alvation of their < children and ſervants, E. >1ob non 
very husbandand head of a Family is asit were , a Prieſt and rum follicitus c- 
Paſtour in his owne 4 houſe ; and therefore, if he take not a © egrvrvn 
courſe to catechize them, pray with them, prepare them for 9g: 64... +5: 
the Sacrament, and to bring them up is the nurtare and ad. _ 


monition of the Lord , as the Apoſile counſels, Epheſ. 6. 4, to ranrim, revin © 


reſtraine thera all hee can from lewde courſes, ill company, Cn eſonr enim 


the corruptions of the time : bur ſaffer them to have their 44 panan s, 5: 

ſwinge in their youthfull rebellions, unhallowing the Lords wm. Auge# Pe 

Day, Alchouſe-hauntings, ſiubbornneſſe againſt the Mini- 7909 & —_— 

ſtery, &c. untill many times they ſwing in a halter, as they 4 Veruazamen 

fay : Ler them then know, that all thoſe finnes they ſo runne ng mY 

into by ſuch groſle negleR and default, are ſetupen his ſcore, tc,et tam dereſti- 

and hee muſt bee axattly countable, and full dearcly anſwer —_—_— 

for them at that great and laſt Day. Nay let mee further firas, regite Glios 

cell him that, which will make his eares to tingle , and heart 11no% reg 4 

to tremble, if it bee not of Adamant, and his heart-ſtrings Qzomodo ad nos 

turned into iron finewes : Thoſe his children and ſervants, pens eng 

which by his impenitent omiſſions and unconſcionableneſſe ; 

in this kinde, have periſhed in their finnes , will curſe him jere, ue bocam 

for ever hearcafter amongſt the fiends in hell, They will 72roncm ceddetis 

follow thee up and downe in that ever burnirg Lake, with tun: ſabdiei. tag, 

direfull bannings , and hideous outcries ; crying out contie *7/4-59-7-596- 

nually : Woe unto us, that ever wee ſerved ſucha wicked 

and wretched maſter , that had no care of the falnation of 

our ſonles, tooke no courſe to ſave us out of theſe fiery tor- 

ments, Even thine owne deare children in thiscaſe , will 

yell in thine cares world without end : Woe and alafle, that 

ever wee were borne of ſuch accurſed parents, who had 

not the grace to teach us betime the waies of God ; to kee 

us from our youthfull vanities, and to traine us up th the 

paths of God!ineſſe | Had they done ſo wee might have 

lived in the endicfſe joyes of Heaven ; whereas now dame 

ned ſoules , wee mult lie irrecoverably in theſe everlaſting 
R 4 flames. 
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Aames, Oh, will they ſay , it was the bloody knife of our 
owne deare parents unconſcionable , and cruell negligence, 
that all our life long ſtacke full d:epe in our ſoules, and hath 
now ſtrangled them with everlaſting horrour ! That this 
mult needs bee ſo, ordinary obſervation, common exprri- 
cnce doth too often confirme. Wee heare many times ma- 
ny miſerable malefatours bitterly complaineat the place of 
execution, againſt Parents and Maſters carelcſe and con- 
ſciencelefle in this kinde ; and faying : If they had had care 
and conſcience to have tanght and reſtrained us betime, wee 
had never come to this Dogges death , and ſhamefull end, 
How much more will they cry out againſt them with 
endleſſe yelling , when they ſhall feels the flames of 
hell? 

IT. Tothe wife, 

1 Letherbe in ſubjeAtion to her head. 

I. By a reverent and humble perſwaſion of his preceden- 
cy and authority over her , grounded and ingraven in her re- 
ſolution principally : 1. By vertue of divine ordination,Gen. 
3.16,Epheſ.5.24. Though a. The very law of nature,z.Her 
husbands headſhip, 4- Womanly infirmity may allo bee 
powerfull motivesto this purpoſe. For if her heart begin to 
1well, and bce lifted up with an overweening conceit of a 
ſufficiency above her ſexe ; ſo that ſhee grow diſcontent,and 
impaticnt of contradition and command, ſhe brings a world 
of annec: ſfary miſery and moleſtation into her owne houſe, 
and lics in a grand tranſgreſſion and grievous ſte againſt 
"I" the inſtitution and honour of the marriage-ſtate. Tt is no 
lima ma. Neblcneſſe of birth, greatnefſe of portion, nimbleneſle of 
rus rus aur nobi= tONBUC, Pregnancy of wirte, or any other excellency incident 
aut tu 12n0bilg TO er texe , which can give her any right or priviledgeto 
per illur. {cize upon the ſoveraignty,and take the raines into her owne 
hands. Some ſervants alſo may bee wiſer then their maſters : 
ſome ſubjeAs more politicke then their Prince ; but that 
gives them no warrant : nay, for all that, it were mon- 
irons and nonaturall villany for any ſervant therenpon to 
domincere ; or private man to ruſh into a Royall Throne. 

No 
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No ſufficiency of gifts, or ſingularity of worth muſt juſtleus 
out of that ranke and ſtation, wherein Gods wiſe providence 
and all-ſceing wiſedome, hath placed us. A man may bee a 
ſuperioar in power and place, to his ſyperiour in parts and 
. perſonall endowments. No pretence then or plea on the 
womans part , can poſſibly procure any diſpenſation againſt 
_—_— nature, of unwomanly domineering and depoſing 
cr head. 

2. By an hearty and cheerefall ſubmiſſion : 1. To all 
his lawfull and honeſt diates and dire@tions : For her pcr- 
ſonall behaviour and carriage ; that it bee faſhioned and 
add:eſt , withan ingenuous and leving accommodation of 
her (elte to doe him all the honour, and give himall the con- 
tentment the can poſſibly with good conſcience : for educa- 
ting, ordering and diſpoſing her children, ſervants, andother 
domeſticall affaires ( wherein notwithſtanding there are 
ſome paſſages, more preper and native to her ſexe, in which, 
except ſhe be witleſſe, graceleſſe, and ſtrangely weake, it will 
bee very unmanly, diſhonourable and unworthy for him to 
bee too medling, prying and pragmaticall : ) But above all, 
for guiding her aright in the ſweet and glorious path of Chri- 
ſtiarity, that after their neareſt, and deareſt comfort , and 
communion in the beſt things ver am wg which 

 onely can allay the ſmart of all crofle accidents , {weeten 
the bicternefſe of a few and evill dayes in this vale of reares , 
they may for ever bee crowned together in heaven. 3: To 
all his reaſonable, and Religious reſtraints : not onely from 
wicked haunts, and cuſtomcs, finfull faſhions, and paſſions : 
bur in caſe of inconvenience, diſhonour or juſt ditplealaure, 
for the abridging, or abandoning of her cafe, will, defires , 
delights , this or that company, conformity to the times in 
her attyre, &c. For the Spoulc, for Chrilts ſake, ſoveraignty 
and love, doth deny herſelfe , her owne reaſon , and wiſce 
dome, her naturall witte, and wilfulacf:, her paions, ples» 
ſares, and profits, her caſe and libercy, &c.. And the wife is 
charged by bleſſed Pawd, to bee fubje to her huxband, as 
the Charch ® to Chrift, Ephe, 5.24. 3. Toall bis motions, 
admonitions, . 
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admonitions, counſels, comforts,reproofes,commands,coun- 
dre termands, cven i every thing, onely in the Lard, So wee (ee 
the body to reſt upon the heads motion, either for reſt, or 
motion. Ina word, ſhe oughe like a true looking glafle, faith- 
fully to repreſent and returne to her = 7% 4 with a 
ſweete, and pleaſing pliableneſſe , the exact lineaments and 
proportions of all his honeſt deſires, and demands ; and that 
BP.>: 4 —_ diſcontent,thwarting,or ſowrenes. For her ſubje&i- 
Epheſons  ®ninthiskinde ſhould be as to Chriſt, ſincere, hearty and free. 
2, Let herbee an helper, Geneſis 2. 18. and doc him good 

all the dayes of her life, at all times , upon all occaſions, in 

all eſtates ; of adverſity, or proſperity; acceptation, or dif- 

grace ; ſickeneſſe, or health ; youth, or old age, &c. and 
L-2r-1% :o;. at, With kindneſſe and conſtancy. A moſt memorable, 
andfem.p.z60. and famous patterne for this purpoſe is recorded by Yves. 
A yong, tender and beantifall maid was matched ( as heere- 

ports ) toa man ſtricken in yeeres : whom after ſhee found 

to have a very fulſome and diſeaſed body ; yet notwithſtan- 

ding out of ſenſe and conſcience, as it ſeemes, that now by 

Gods providence ſhe was become his wife: ſhe moſt wore 

thily digeſted with incredible patience, and contentment, the 
languiſhing , and lothſomenefle of an husband continually 

viſited and vexed with varietic and new ſacceflions of molt 
irkeſome and contagious diſeaſes. And though friends and 

Phyſicions adviſed her by no meanes to come neere him , 

for feare of danger and infeRion ; yet for all this, ſhee paſ- 

fing by, witha loving difdaine and contempt, theſe unkinde 

difſwafions , plied him ſtill night and day with extraordinary 

tenderneſſe and care ; with obſcquiouſneſle and ſervices of 

all forts, above her ſtrength andability, or poſſibility,as the 

Anthor faith : had not her deareſt conjugall affeRion ſup- 

plied and ſupported her weake body , with freſh acceſſions 

ef vigor and unweariedneſſe. Shee was to him Friends, 

Phyficion, Husband, Nurſe, Theſe are nething : Shee was 

Father, Mother, Brother, Siſter, Daughter, every thing, a- 

ny thing, to doe him good any manner of way. Nay, had 

there bin one exquiſite rr” of tendernefſle, _ 

neſle, 
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neſſe, affeRionateneſſe, and love colleRted and extrafted 
from all thcſe; it would hardly have matched her merci- 
fulnefle,and melting affeRtions towards him. In caſc of want, 
by reaſon of extraordinary expence, and exceſſive charges 
about him ; ſhee ſold her Rings, chaines, and richeſt attire ; 
ſhee empricd her cupbord of plate, her cabiner of chiefeſt 
and choiſeſt Tewels, to doe him good. And when hee was 
dead , and friends came about: her rather to congratulate her 
happie riddance, then to bewaile her widdowhood ; ſhee 
did not onely deprecate and abhorre all ſpeeches tending 
that way :burt proteſted if it were poſſible, ſhee would wil- 
lingly redeeme her husbands life , with the lofle of her five 
deareſt children. And though as yet, the flower, and prime 
of herbeaurifulleſt and beſt time was not cxpired ; yet ſhee 
ſtrongly reſolved againſt a ſecond match, becaufe, faid ſhee, 
I ſhall nor finde a ſecond Yaldawra; ( for ſo her husband was 
called, ) Whence it appeares, that this worthy woman was 
wedd:d to her husbands ſoule ; not ro his body : no infirmi- 
tic or deformirie whereof conldcoole or weaken the manl- 
neſſe,and fervency of her love. Such choyſe as thts, were the 
way to make wives never weary of their husbands. Where 
as aff:tions faſtened onely on a mans outſide, are ſabz:& to 
the tedious miſery of inconſtancy and change, and torture of 
many wicked and impoſſible ——_ to the vanity 
and vexation of its tranfitory objet. Againſt which heare 
the indignation of an ancient Father : © But thy hnabaxd, © Sed bomidas 
faith he, & growne anhand/ome,. and bomely. Hee once plea- placun: punquid | 
ſed thee : wonldeft thow ever bee chooſing an huaband ? The \i requencer eft A 
Oxe and the Horſe like their mate : «And if the one be changed, ren ſqurm & hos J 
the other knowes net how to draw ; but wants, as it were, halfe FI"r% © <aun 
of bimſelft : But then. refuſeſt thy Toke-fellow , and wonldeſt tuc alius , rrabere 
often chavge EEE: 
Helpefulneſſe to her husband , maſt beuniverſall ; appre> »9ntocum purar: 
hending and improoving with all readineſſe and love, all op- jo 9en res 
portunities to doe him any good in ſoule or body , name, 3 \#p* mucan- 
eſtate, &c. In a ſpociall manner (hee mult leame ,. and-la- kg rg 
bour with all meckenefſe of Wiſedome and patient diſcre> 
100g. 
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tion,to forecaſt, contrive and manage, as her more proper 
and particular charge , houſchold affaires , and bufine ſſes 
within doore, as they ſay, For which, ſeea right noble glo- 
ricus patterne, Prov. 31, For the pride,ſvanitie, idlencfſ> and 
luxury of theſe laſt times, wherein there is ſo much hell upon 
earth; ſuch an impetuous raigne and rage of finne in all ſorts, 
hath tranſported alſo that ſexe into many monſtrous degene- 
rations : So that onr great women in theſe dayes would be 
very loth to worke after this ample, though ſet by the holy 
Ghoſt himſelfe : Yet heretofore right Noble Princcf:s and 
daughters of mightie Kings , made conſcience of a particular 
Calling, anddiſdaincd not to put their hands to huſwifery, 
See Gen.1$.6, And 27.14. 2 Sam.13.8. 

But aboveall, letherbe aſſiſtant to him in ſctting up, and 
forwarding the rich & Royall trade of grace ; in creting and 
eſtabliſhing Chriſts glorious Kingdome , both in their owne 
hearts, and in their houſe. This is that one neceſſary thing, 
without which their family is bat Satans ſeminary , and a 
nurſery for hell, And therefore let her bee fo farre from 
drawing a contrary way (a curſed villany of ſome wicked 
wivesabroad in the world ) or dead-heartedn. f{- this way, 
which is the grave of all ſpiritual] graces, that in caſe of neg» 
ligence and flackenefle, ſhe ſhould labour by all wiſe, modeſt, 
ſeaſonable infinuations, to ſtirre up and quicken her husband 
to conſtancy and fervency in religious exerciſes of prayer, 
reading, catechizing, conference, dayes of humiliation, and 
other houſchold holy dutics. As the two greater lights of 
Heaven doe governe this great world with their natural! : {© 
let the husband and wife guide the little world of their fami- 
ly, with the ſpirituall light of divine knowledge and difcreti- 
on. W hen the Sunneis preſent in our firmament, the Moone 
out of a ſenſe, as it were, of a naturall reverence to the 
fountaine of all her beauty and light, doth vaike her (plendor, 
and retire her beames, But when hee is departeg] to the 0- 
ther Hemilphere ,” ſhee ſhewes her felfe , and ſhines as a 
Princ«fſe amongſt the lefſer lights, Whea the husband is at 


home, let the wife onely,if need be,ſerve as a loving remem- 
brancer 
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brancer to him, to keepe his turnes and times of illightning 
and informing the ignoarnt, darke and carthy hearts of their 
people. But in his abſence comes her courſe, when her 
graces of knowledge andprayer, &c. ought to ſhew forth 
themſelves, and ſhine upon them, to preſervethem from 
coldnefle, and that dreadfull curſe which hangs over the 
head of thoſe that know not God, and (hall certainely fall 
vpon thoſe Families that call not on his Name. See Ierem. 
10. 25+ 

For concluſion of the point, and crowning of the marri- 
age-ſtate with ſound and laſting comfort in the meane time, 
and with everlaſting peace and plcaſures at laſt : Let manavd 
wife joyntly labour to ſweeten and fanife their mucuall car» 
riages, both common and ſeverall duties each to other, with 
often and conſtant meeting together in prayer. For perſwaſt 
on to which praiſe : Conſider ſuch placesas theſe, * Gen, a VWNUN: 
25-21. Þ1.Cor.7,.5, © 1.Pet, 3. 7. That preciſepaſſage in 12359 
4 Ambroſe : Tow muſt both ( (peaking of married couples ) M*<vramcoram, 


riſe m the night to prayer , and God #4 tobeeintreated of you ed egg 
with joynt ſupplications. © Continually, ſaith Chryſoſtome, teach pv ___ 
her profitable things, andpray together, ca preſence & u- 

If beſide Family-prayers, whercin the more generall af. 32 <um lone 


faires of the houſchold are to bee commended unto God, wife : a1d/s ir ſee» 


man and wife make conſcience alſo of this more privateduty — 


betweene themſelves, wherein many particulars are to bee #69 med regerber 
petitioned, onely proper and individuall to that neere ſocice <A ka 
ty; I ſay,if they ſet themſelves unto it with ſincerity of heart, Þ Loquirur, Airh 


: Par. bitra- 
it may bee a notable helpe, and by Geds bielling PrOOVEA ris jejuniis & ors 
ſoveraigne antidote y_ any roote of bitterneſſe, heart-ri- tionibus,que pub 
. X . . -v lico Ecclefiz in» 
fing, diflention, or diſcontent betwixt them : (wrath, and il g;euco,vel privaro 
will towards any , lurking in the heart , dothutterly dampe —_— 
and empoyſon the power and comfort of prayer, much more mr, aque fulci 
- i debent ingru- 
towards one tyed unto thee with ſo many deare and perpes 2! * calamnac 4 
vCinegotio aliquo | 
arduo publice aut privatic incumbente, c Alloquitur quidem Perrus marina & yxorem dum jubce 
concordes eſſe, ut ſimul Deum une animo precenee. Caly. Maritus & uxor pteces quotidic vna d&- 
bent concipere, ad imperrandum & Deo ommisgeneris bona. d Simul ad-oratonem note. vobis ſui- 
gendum «ſl. & conjundtis precibus oblecrandus Deus. De Abream Patriarchs, cap. 9» © Contivo qua 
uttha ſug doce, fint yobis preges communes. Cory ft. Serm, 20+ in 614d Epteſe al 
tual 
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tuall bonds ; ſo that prayer together will make them leave 
jarring ; or jarring will make them leave praying ) againſt all 
immodeſties, diſhonours, and defilements of the marriage- 
bed ; againſt want, monſtronſneſſe, and miſcarriage of chil- 
dren ; againſt wearineſle, fatiety and light eſteeme one of a- 
nother ; againe plunging themſelves inſenfibly into the gulfe 
of worldly mindednefle , the canker and cut-throate of all 
grace, coinfort, and noblenefle of minde, &c, This private 
morning and evening ſacrifice offered to the Throne of grace, 
with heartineſſe and life, will ſpiritualize ( that I may fo 
ſpeake ) their love, and renew it daily upon their hearts, 
with freſh, ardent, and heavenly embracements. It will mar- 
veilouſly {weeten all reproaches and contumelics caſt upon 
them for their profeſſion by envenomed tongues; when they 
ſhall come together in private, and complaine unto God, and 
begge at his mercifullhands, patience,and Chriſtian fortitude 
to take them, in ſubmiſſion to his will, and conformity to 
his Sonne, as ſo many crownes of glory to their heads, and of 
Joy unto their hearts, As 5, 41. 1. Peter 4. 14. Iob 31, 36. 
It will ſweetly ſeale unto them in the meane time, their aſſu» 
. rance of meeting together heareafter in Heaven : and when 
the time of ſorrow ſhall come, and' ſtroke of death divorce 
them for atime, conſciouſhefſe of their former bleſſed com- 
munion in prayer, will not onely ſerve asa counterpoyſon a» 
inſt all laviſh bitrernefſe of immoderate griefe incident to 
hopeleſſe worldlings : but crowne their hearts at parting, 
( which isa precious thing ) with incomparably more trac , 
inward, laſting contentment, then if they two had coveroufly 
hoarded and heapt together , all the wealth both of this and 
the other golden world. 
Thus much for onr dealing in the world and civill affaires. 
V. Now concerning workes of mercy , which ſpringing 
from an heart, melting with ſenſe of Gods everlaſting mercy 
coit ſelfe ; quickened with a lively faith in the Lord Tefus, 
and ſhining with. ſaving graces, are an odowr of a ſweete 
ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable, well pleaſing to God, Philip. 4. 18. 
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comfortable walking with God. 


Conceive firſt, there be two forts of them ; x. Spirituall. 

2, Corporall. 
1. Spirituall , flow from the fountaine of trueſt mercy, 

and compaflion of greateſt tendernefle and conſequence; e- 
ven to relieve, repaire,and refreſh the poverty, wants,and mi- 
feries of the ſoule. 1. By in{truRting the Ignorant,Prov.10.21. 
and 15.7. 2. By giving ® counſell to them that need, or ſecke a Ecce nec labo- 
it.Excd.1 8.1 9 &c, Ruth 3.1,8c. 3.By reducing the errone- peri, tas o—_ 
ous. Exod, 23. 4. 4+ By labouring the converfion of others. wn, & preftiitti 
Pſal. 51. 13. Luke 22,42. $5. By cxhorting one another. Heb, —_—_—— 
3-13. 6. By reprooving the offendor. Levirt. 19. 17. 7. By 
admoniſhing them that are out of order, 1. Thel. 5. 14. 
8, By confiderivg one another, to provoke unto love, and 
to good workes, Heb. 10. 24- 9. By comforting the heavie 
heart,& afflicted ſpirit, 1, Thef- 5 1.4. 10.By >forgiving from, E 
the heart our brethren their treſpaſſes. Matth. $. 35. 1 1. By gat clurienti ci 
chaſtiſing delinquents.Pro.22.15. 13.By railing thoſe which Þu® - fiticni por 
are fallen by infirmity, with much meekeneſſe and tenderneſle tum, peregrinanti 


boſpitum,, fugj 
of hcart.Gal.6.1. 1z.By mutuall encouragements againſt the $9/Þ*m. ug 


cruelty and confuſions of the times, and inthe way to Heaven egro-yel incluſo 
Mal. 3.16. 14.By ſupporting,and mcrcifully making much of 1, ongn <2P- 
weake Chriſtians. 1.Theſ.5.11, 15. By patience towards all nem, debili Gwb- 


men.1.Theſ.5.14, 16.By praying one or another, Jam. 5.16, 1Sogugt 58” 


2. Corporall, ſpring from a compaſſionate heart , and rriſti confolacio- 
. . . re 
fellow-feeling affeAion , yerning over the temporall wants wer eee 


”T . ( wee are ' ranti viam, del - 
and neceſſities of our brethren ; whercby wee are ſtirred up, uiyien, def 


as occaſion is offered , according to our ability, to ſuccour un , & quod cu; 


and ſupport their outward extremities and diſtreſſes : To 9*e neceſfarium 
eſt indigent : ve 


feede the Hungry : To give drinke to the thirſty : To clothe rom cuam & qui 
the Naked : To entertaine the Stranger : To viſit the $Sicke : = —_ 


Togoe tothoſe that arc in Priſon, Matth. 25.35. Toput to an nam a : et qui 


| cmendar yerbere 
I quem poreſtas datar, vel coercer aliqud diſciplina, ct tamen peccatum ejus, quo ab jllo leſus cit 


aut off nſus, dim tt.t ex corde vel orat ut & dimitratury non ſulum in co quod 1m ri, arque orat, , 
verum"etiam in eo quod corripit, et aliqua emendato''a pena pleQtic , cleemoſynam d.t: quia 


miſericordiam preſtar. Angſt. Enchir. ad Laurent. cap. 72+ The Schaolemes compriſe ſve o/ them 14 
#s Verle Conlule, Caſtiga.Solare,Remitre,Fer, Ora, Non (olbm qui efirienti, cr (itienth 
etnudo bene fic.um largizatis impendir, ſed qui inimicum diligir, er qu' lugenr1 aff:Qtam compaſſoats, 
er conſol tions impartitur, aut in quibultibet ncceſfiratibus,alts contiitum adhiber;fiae dubio cleeme-: 
fynam facir: f6dor, 

helping 


«© 
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Viſro,Poto,Cibo, helping hand for _ our Brethren fallen into decay. 
F 


on Levit. 25. 35. To lend, hoping for nothing againe, &c. 


Lukes. 35. 
Thus Chriſtians ought to bee ready to diſtribute , willing 
to communicate in all kindes to the outward n:ceſſitiesalſo z 
1- Firſt ; Of thoſe of the houſhold of faith, the principall 
and moſt mooving obj: to draw bounty from a truely cha» 
ritable heart. Gal. 6, 10. 2, Inthe next place ; Of thelame, 
Ne! theblinde, the ſicke, the aged, the trembling hand, or any 
6 Puetamem- that God hath made poore. 3. Thirdly ; Ofany * whoſocver, 


penis occidiſt. 1na caſe of true neceſſity and extremity, whatſoever the par- 
Qui indigent eri.. !y hath beene before : For there thou relieveſt not his notori- 


am peccatori, p3= Ouſneſſe,but his narure : though thou abhorre the man for his 
quia peccator,ſed FOrmer villany ; yet upon point of periſhing, doc good unto 
T2299 ©, the common ſtate of humanity. 

non peccarorem, Now of theſe two kindes; Þ Fathers, © Schoolemen, Ca- 
—_ PRs ſuiſts, all concurre, and conclude, that ſpirituall almes 4 ceters 
m illo non cul- P41, as they ſay, are more excellent and acceptable then 
,— po corporall. Becauſe , T. The gift 1s more noble 1" 1t owne 
petal. edmenitea nature. 2, The obz:& mere llaſtrious ; Mans immortall 
vel hors 229» ſoule. 3. The manner tranſcendent, being ſpiritual. 4. The 
hs quod dare _ more heavenly, which aimes at our brothers cndleſſe 
cordi; aj 2 (lvation, 
proterreuod > Let then every Chriſtian conſcionably and conſtantly en- 
na Cords 229-deavour to improove to the utmoſt npon all occaſions , and 
major quam elec» ſcaſonable offers z all his ſpirituall abilities, heavenly endows- 
kun po) ments, illuminations of lcarning, morall wiſedome, provi- 
310.50. Hom. 6. ence, diſcretion, &c. all his skill in the CMftery of Chriſt ; 
Mart, ani. Word,and waiecs of God; all his experience in temptations , 
oo caſes of conſcience, ſpirituall diſtempers ; his ſpirit of coun- 
tz reficere, quam 1 ell, comfort, courage, or what other gift or grace ſoever hee 
CTR is illightened,and endowed with; to relieve and refreſh eve- 


nc ſaciare. Greg. TY WAY the ſoules, to procure and promote by all meanes, the 
pn 324.9. cternall ſalvation of others, 


2 
3% art» 3.D ar, 
m4.(entent.q7.4c 
d In alique particulari caſu, quedam corporalis elcemoſyna alicui ſpiritnali prefertur, 
ta magis paſcendus fame _ 
quam paſcere. 


ns, quam docendus : quamyjs docere ſumpliciter fit meli 


Let 
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' comfortable walking with God. 


Ler the ſaving light of thy divine knowledge, ſpirituall 
wiſedome,, heavenly underſtanding, or. what other excel» 
lencies, and perfeRions of the minde ſhining in thy foule, 
reſemble in all fruitfull improovement, and free communi- 
cating it ſelfe, that boumifull light in the body of the Sunne, 
That «. firſt illightcneth that goodly Creature wherein it 
originally dwels, and makes it the faireſt and beautifulleſt 
thing inthe world. 2, Next, it illuminates, and beautifics 
all the Orbes, and heavenly bodies abour it, 3. Thirdly, by 
the projeQion of his beames, it begets all the beauty, glory, 
ſweetneſle, we have herebelow on the carth. 4. Fourthly, 
it inſinuates into every chinke and crany of the carth, and 
concurres tothe making of thoſe precious metals, whichlye 
in her bowels. 5. Fiftly his beames ghide by the (ides of the 
carth, and illighten even the oppoſite part of Heaven, with 
all thoſe glorious Starres we ſee ſhining in the night.6. Sixth- 
ly, itis ſo communicative, and greedy of doing inits 
kind, that it ſtrikes thorow the firmament in the tranſpa- 
rent parts, and ſeekes to beſtow its brightnefſe and beauty, 
even beyond the Heavens ; and never reſtraines the free 
communication of its influence and glory, untill it d:ter- 
mine by naturall and neceflary expiration. Even ſo pro- 
portionably, let the fraitfull light of thy divine knowledge, 
and heavenly counſel eſpecially, bee ſtill working, ſhining, 

reading to doe all poſſible good. 1. Let it, Firſt, make 

ine owne ſoale all glorious within , fairely enlighten it 
withan humble refleQion of ſelfe-knowledge, with puri- 
ty, peace, and(pirituall prudence, to guide conſtantly thine 
owne feete, with allnprightnefle and patience, m the path 
that # called Holy. 2. Secondly, Let it ſhine upon thy family, 
and thoſe that are next about thee, with all ſeaſonable in- 
ſtruRions in convincing them of the truth, and goodnefie of 


the 2 wayes of God, cither for their converfion, or in- ,Quaſo mifrarer, 
quaſo, omnibus 
celeftis, amar1- 


EXC 
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excuſableneſſe. 3. Thirdly, let it bee ſpent and imployed 
apon thy neighbours, kindred, friends, acquaintance, viſt- 
tants of all ſorts, when they come towards thee ; to warme 
theis hearts all thou canſt with heavenly ralke, and ro winne 
their loves to thelife of grace. 4. Fourthly, ler it infinuate 
alſo amongſt ſtrangers, and into other companies, upon 
which any warrantable calling ſhall caſt thee : and intimate 
unto them, eſpecially if it find acceptation, and entertaine- 
ment : That one thing # neceſſary : That all imperitents ſhall 
be certainely daymed : That upon this moment dependeth eter- 
"iy, cc. 5. Nay,letit offer it {elfe withall meckeneſſe of 
«x Cor$.z. Wiſcdome, and parient diſcretion, even to oppoſites : and 


bFac :liquem 99 Jabour to conquer, if it bee poſliible, the contrary-minded ; 
azmmos; eſtali- if their ſcomefull carriage, and farious viſible hate againlt 
POD 95 the Alyſtery of Chriſt, hath not ſer a brand of Dogges 
tamus il/am meſ- and Swine upon them, 6. Laſtly, when upon all occaſtons, 
— ———— in all companies, by all meaaes, it hath done all the good 
dederix diſcipulo, it can , Yet let it ſtill retaine that conſtant property of all 


» d ® % . 
de® Et Heavenly Graces, an edge, and cagerneſis to'doe more 


aque frigidz non pood (lill, and rather want matter and meanes, then 
duobus nummis, 


ied gratis conſtar TCadinelle and reſolution to propagate it ſelfe, And this 


-Non fine cauſa, way now may the pooreſt Chriſtians bee plentiful in 
azuialrtirigi#,ne A . . . * * 
ais vel inle cav.. WOrkes Of mercy , and enrich the richeſt with ſpirituall 


farezur, cu>d 'g- almes. Which in the meane time may comfort the boune 
rit,unde caleface. tifull hearts of thoſe whoare true of heart ; tro whom the 
4 png $-* Lord out of his beſt wiſedome, hath denied this earthly 
Dowinus non eo» drofle, But yet for all this, 1 would have you know, that I 

4 largita:is, ſed know none, not the pooreſt, excepred or exempted from ſea 
devoti-ne largi.. {onable miniſtring to the n_—_ neceſſities alſo of their 
aa > brethren, We havea Precept from bleſled Paul, Epheſq2 8, 
oullus pauper ab 7 hat we ruſt worke with onr owne hands,that we may have to 
—_— =-y ive to bimthat needeth, Anda noble prefident in the poore 
ipſe Dominus pro Widdow, CMMark. 2.44. who calt her two mites into the 
_ —_— Treaſury, which was al/be had, even all her lrving. And if 
mt any heere makte a counterplea of their poverty , I would 
Tow: 9- de reddjecs KNOW if there bee any ſo poore, which is not able to 


dine Catholica © give b 1 
ceyaiens-p gee, Bive >a cupof cold water only ; and yetthis from a ſincere 
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| comfortable walking with God, 


heart, ſhall bee both graciouſly accepted, and certainely re» 
warded, «Fr atth.10.42,' 

And therefore in a ſecond place, I infinicely defire and 
mtreate, (and this is that which in this point I would ſpe» 
cially preſſe and perſwade with deepeſt impreſſion) that &- 
very one which hath given his name unto Chriſt, rich or 
poore, according to his power and proportion , wonld 
with ſingular care and conſcienceaddreſſe himſclfeto a fruit- 
full, affeRionate, and cenſtant diſt harge of this much he- 
__ duty of almes-giving in this kinde alſo, properly fo 
called. 

1, For weare bound to abound in this grace alſo. There- 
fore faith Paul. 2 Cor. 8.7. ( As yee abownd in _ thing, mn 
faith, cc.) ſee that you abonnd is this grace alſo. T here is no 
religious Profeſlour of any reputation, upon good ground, 
with the Church of God, but takgs to heart, and defires to 
bee exat in all commanded Chriſtian duties every day, as 
Prayer, reading Scriptures, &c. V pon thy ſecret then, and 
ſolitary reviſe and ſurvey of the day paſt, call thy ſelfe to a 
ſtriFaccount ; as for other ſo concerning this duty alſo, of 
doing good wnto all men, eſpecially wnto them who are of the 
houſoexld of faith, Gal.6.10, (for the diſcharge of this duty 
ought alſoto be daily ; if thy ability will beare, and the ne» 
ceſſities of the poore ſhall require ; /» the morning ſow thy 
ſecd, andin the evening withheld net thy hand. Give a portion 
to ſeven, and alſo to right, Eccleſ. 11.6.7.) andlet theſenſe and 
conſcionſneſſe of any omiſſion, negleR, or floth in perfor- 
ming it, wound thy conſciencealſo, humble thy ſoule, and 
no" thine heart, with new life of reſolution, and more 
lively endevour to mend every morning ; and perfume, as it 
were, thine every dayes walking with God, with this ſweet 
ſmelling ſacrifice alſo of mercifulneſle, bounty, and love, 
Phil 4 18. Let this duty likewiſe with the reſt, "fall within 
the compaſſe of thy ſevereſt ſearch, penitent melting, renu- 
cd vowes, in all thy more ſolemne ſelfe-examinations be- 
fore the Sabbath, Sacraments , upon dayes of humiliation, 
&c. Roe poofutiecentuntines thinke, that a cuſto- 
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mary grofſe negle&t of any one Chriſtian duty, in its ſeaſon, 
of which the conſcience 1s, or may be convinced, may juſtly 
Campe and dead the lightſome and fruirfull performance of 
all che reſt. For example : A willing knowne omiſſion of pri- 
vate Prayer, or ſet reading the Word every day, may intcr- 
cept and reſtraine the ſweet influence of Gods woonted re- 
freſhing mercy, and the fruRifying beames of his plcaſed 
countenance from thine heart, in the ule of all the otner or- 
dinances : an aff:ecd idlenefle, and difimployment of any 
one grace inthe ſoule, when ſeaſonable occaſion calleth for 
improovement, may blaſt the comfortable exerciſe and ſen» 
ſible comfort of all the reſt, For example : it thou ſuffer thy 
paticnce ordinarily to leepe, whenthy difavowecd pafſions 
begin to breake in upon -thee like a torrent, and heate thine 
heart with their{welling poyſon ; or when ſome crofſe doth 
netrle thy defire of caſe ; no marvaile though thon finde a 
faintneſſealſo to ſeize upon thy faith, brotherly kindneſle, 
love, zcale, joy, and peace in beleeving, &c. Why then,when 
thou feeleſt thine inward man tobegin to languiſh, and the 
whole body of Chriſtianity, to grow, as it were, towards a 
conſumption ; amongſt other inquifitions, why docſt thou 
not alſo feare out of agodly jcalouſic, and labour to finde 
out, whether the coldneſle of thy charity,and too much neg- 
leRt of releeving the poore members of Ieſus Chriſt,may oc» 
cafivn thy ſpirituall dampe ? It is the duty and property of 
every true-hearted Nathaneel, as to have reſpe@ to all Gods 
Commandements, P/al. 119 6. So, though they cayqnot mn 
perfetion ard height, yet with truth and ſincere endeavour, 
ro havereſpe&t to a conſcionable uſe of all the ordinances ; to 
the performance of allholy duties, and cxerciſc of all ſpiritu- 
all graces in their due ſeaſons. 
2, If the world hath locked up thine heart, and congea- 
4 7 beantilyleve Ied the bowels of thy compafſions towards the poore ; ler 
the amiable face ofthe blaze of thine outward profeſſion ſhine never ſo faire, 


woe bolmefſe, /o 7 


finitely bborre manage the hiartleſſe repreſentations of externall holineſle 


che ne - 14 & never ſo demurely ; keepe the times and taskes of daily du» 


tics with never ſo great auſterity ; nay, though thou be able 


to 
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comfortable walking with 60d. 
Ny to amaſe weaker Chriſtians with ſome aff-ed ſtraines, and Ne: 
ly artificial fervency in Prayer (fer by the mecre power, or ra- 
of ther poyſon of hypocrifie and vaine glory, a man may 
le ſometimes to the admirationof _ eſpecially lefle - 
fs cious, having cunningly colleRed mooving 1 
_ ges for that purpoſe, from the beſt-gi in that kin and 
2d then giving an enforced ation and lifeanto them in the de- 
f- livery, as fome in other caſes at other mens inventions to 
w the life.) I fay, for all this, if the holy heate of brotherly 
Ir lovedoth not warme thine heart, andupon occafion worke 
the affectionately and cffeAnally, I dare fay, thou art rotren at 
I the heart-roote, there is no true love of God in thee,no grace, 
_ no hope of ſalvation. Let that terrible and —_— 2- 
- __ coyetons Phariſes. 1 76h. 3.1 7. diſſolve thy frozen» 
hb rredneſſe this way, and enlarge the bowels of pitty ro- 
_ wards the poore brerhren of Chriſt Ieſus, or elſe never looke 
G hereafter to looke him in the face with comfort, or to find 
wn mercy at that Day. Marke it well, and meditate upon it®: 
* Who ſo hath this wor lds good, and ſeeth his brother hath need, 
ha and ſputteth up bis bowel: of compaſſion from him, how dwoleth 
» the love of God in him ? .. 
a 3. But above all other motives of mercifulneſſe to the 
4 poore, which in the Booke of God arevery many, and moſt 
E quickening ; me-thinkes that —_ which Paw/ 
| to this purpoſe, 2 Cor. 8. 9. melt che moſt flinty 
p heart :* For yee know, faith hee, the grace of our Lord Teſme 
" Chriſt, that thomgh he was rich, yet for your ſakes bee became 
, poore, that yee through his poverty mught bee rich, Shall the 
T onely deare innocent Sonne of the All-powerfull and ever- 
n blefled Lord, and King of heavenandearth, dif-inrich, as it i=vr?+ inn, 
were, and diſrobe his heavenly Highnefſe of chat Royalty 
. . and Majeſty above, nd become fo that whereas the 
| Foxes have holes, and the birds of the ayre have neſts; yet He Manh 4 20. 
, not where to lay bis bead : thatthrough this poverty, 
s ring oat his hearts-blood, he mighe crowne us with-rhe-1n- 
: eſtimable riches of heavenly glocy ; with toys and pleaſures 
, more then the ſtarres of the firmament, even for cver and 


S 3 ever z 


dy 


* 
— 


Generall direttions for 4 


A—R—— 


—— — 


ever ; and ſhallnot we Wormes and wretches, moſt nnwor- 
thy the leaſt bit of bread we put into our mouthes; part with 
our ſuperfluitics, ſometimes, both inreſp2& of the neceſſity 
of nature, and exigency of eſtate, as the Schoolemen ſpeake, 
to relieve the fainting ſoule of him for whom Chriſt dycd,and 
which hee would take as done unto himfelfe, atth. 25.40; 
were it but acup of cold water onely ? Matth 9 41, Mon» 
ſtrousunthankfull craelty ! mercileſneſſe, meriting withour 
Gods ſingular mercy, and turning mercifull our ſelves, the 
fierceſt ame in the dungeon of fire and brimſtone. 
4+ The haſt and everlaſting doome, - at that great and 
dreadfull Day, muft paſſenupon us according to our carriage 
in this kind. Then ſhall there bee a ſevere and fincere ſearch 
4 Cur vers non and enquiry made after * workes, as the fignes, evidences, 
juxta fidem it and outward demonſtrations of faith, and the roote of grace 
Feet cauſa ets inthe heart: or of anbelicfe and rottennefle at the heart- 
quoniam juſtz Toote ; and conſequently,as arguments of a rightcons doome 
veroſque tam o. Paſſed upon the Sheepe and Goates, That glorious ſentence 
ves, quim egos, of abſolution ; Come yee bleſſed of my Father , inherit tha 
juſmodi ſunt 6. Kmgdomne prepared for you fron the foundation of tbe world : 
_— — (which ſounds out nothing bur pleaſures, joyes, delights, 
reſtimonia allega- BlOries, beauties, felicities, crownes, Kingdomee, Angelicall 
bir ur omne 99 ontertainements , beatificall-viſions, ſpiritual raviſhments, 
MWarth.2 5. 34- _ perfeRions, unutterable exultations of ſpirit, ſwee- 
yarictics, cternitics) ſhall bee pronounced upon the gods 
ly, according to the effects and fruits of: their faith, to teach 
us in the meane time, what faith to truſt unto, and reſt upon 
for juſtification ; eycn that which workes by love: and at that 
day, tolet all the world ſee, Angels, men and devils, that the 
Kingdome of Heaven isgiven onely to tre hearted Nathaves 
ets, honeſt ——_— apes. prog rted —_ 
for this purpoſe, there 1s out Wi all choiſe, an 
eminent Synechdochicall — in one of -the worthieſt 
£cffet>of faith, and nwbleſt fraies of grace ; even the point I 
OR and labour to perſwade mat brat gray” 
fraitfull bounty and love to Gods e, and diſtre 
Marh.2y40 members of: Chriſt Ieſus, for Chrilts and'their goodaeſſe 
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fake. But that other doome of damnation, Depart from mes Marth 35.41. 
you curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil aud: tus / 
angel; ; which breathes out nothing but fire and brimſtone, 
ſtings and horrours, woe and alaſſe, flames of wrath, and 
the Worme that never dyeth , trembling andgnaſhing of 
teeth ; ſeas of vengeance, torments without end, and paſt 
imagination ; ſhall paſſe upon the reprobates, for omiſſion verſe »:. 
and negle& of this noble dutie. For mercileſteſſe to the 
poore members of Chriſt, unkindneſſe ro Chriſtians, hard- 
heartedneſſe towards the houſhould of faith, is one of the 
ranckeſt bittereſt weeds, Which growes out of a gracelefle 
heart ; a cleere pregnant evidence, that all was naught : and 
a notable remembrancer, as it were, to that high and cver- 
laſting !udge, that his bleſſed Spirit never dwelt there. How 
deepely then doth it concerne every Chriſtian to praQiſe, and 
piz upon all opportunities, that moſt gainefull art of almes-xleemoſna, ars 
iving, which ſhall be ſo highly honouredat that great Day, omnium arium 
fore that glorious Vniverſall preſence; when every merci- Penlk: ad popal. 
lefſe man ſhall cry to thar Rocke, this mountaine, to fall upon 4% Hen.3p 
him, and hidehim from the wrath of that juſt God ; which 
will lame unquenchably and everlaſtingly agpalt all thoſe, 
who in this life have ſhut up their bowels © pitty againſt 
His poore ; and beene dogged towards the dearly beloved of leremia 7. 
hu Soule. 
I know, * Belarmine laboars to empoyſon this laſt paſ. *2* fect. 
ſage with his falſe gloſſe, and Popiſh ſopiſtry, © |. pus emenogeg 
The cauſall corjunRtion For, Matth, 25. 35. as hee, there 
cavils, intimates and implyes workes meritoriouſneſle, 
'  Ifayno.. For, is there a Note of conſequenceand order : 
not of the cauſe, or any Þ meritorious cauſality, The cauifall+ Eoin) non de- 
conjunRion in Grammer doth indeed ſerve to ſhew the rea» Fatcm, vel meri- 
ſon of a former ſentence : butit doch not neceſlarily ſhew-roriam Regri, 6d 
a reaſon from the canſe of athing : but many times alſo fram/iFun jute. fen- 
the cffeR, and other kinde of arguments. And Logickealfo rot in ny 
Ul, | ab ercrno 
Rripri haredes Regni, id eſt, cx cleHorum kdelium numero: quia operibws exrernis(c rales probave- 
_. ee Rn Ig canum, quoniam merita ſua de Chri- 
| S 4 reacheth, 


General direfFions for 4 
— © . reacheth, tharthere be divers kinds of cauſes ; principall,and 
lefle principall, &e, 

Bellermine replyes : Doth not Chriſt there ſpeake in the 
ſame manner,of the rewards of the godly,and of the puniſh- 
ments of the wicked? Butno man can fay,that in theſe words, 
Goe ye emrſed, &-c, thatthe cauſe is not rendred ; bur onely 


order and conſequence implyed: For the wages of firme 


death, Rom.6.27. 

I anſwer : By thelike fallacy alſo doe the Popiſh Impo- 
ſtors plead for Iaſtification by workes: Evill workes damne, 
therefore good workes fave. Moſt falſely : as appeares by 

; Non valet con. hatrule in the Topicks : © The conſequence # of no validity, 
ſequentia , cam Where there #4 not a perſelt contrariety, Now berweenegood 


non eft perieta 2nd evill workes, there is no perfeR contrariety : 4 for evill- 


4 ala opera, ſev workes are perfealy evill againſt the Law of God: bur 
es good workesare not perfeRtly good according to the Law 
dennationem ex of God. By the ſame reaſon neither doth it follow : cternall 
na avrem bono. death is the wages of finne : therefore eternall life is the wa- 
rom opera. imper- Yes of good workes. 

ex mixtis prinei= 5+ Tf thou lay ont tothe poore © cheerefully, f ſeaſona- 
Ks bly, 8liberally, and yet but according to thy Þ ability ; thon 
candem reſpetu {halt become (which beſides the onely courſe of growing 
— [mals comfortably rich,is alſo a Crowne of infinit honor )Creditor 
tionis cauſam,im- CVEN tO thy Creator. He that bath putty upon the poore, lend:th 
4 TRY wits the Lord, and that which be hath grven, will he pay him a- 
Cant,ac proinde ue Faine, Prov,tg.17. And inthe meane time for repayment in 
agna, « time” duetime, thou haſt ſecurity infinitely above all exception, a 
lalutis, funt Ipe- Bill undcr his owne hand, even his owne bleſſed Booke ; 
— — wherein to faile, were to forfeir his Deity,if I may fo ſpeake, 
waliiam, quz cit which is prodigious blaſphumy to jamagine. Now what a 
—— keene ſpurre,and inflaming morive is this to be mercifull:rhat 
16 | promeran- YE ſhall make God himſelfe ourDebter, the ever-ſpringing 


_ #'cr.,, Fountaine of Blifſe, and Lord of all goodneſſe, who doth all 
Tames 2. ref 19. things like himſelfe ; omniporently, bountifully, above all ex- 


Bona ſunt mper . « 4 

fer bons, nec p<Ration, as becomes the mighty Soveraigne of Heaven and 
perfece eſ- 

ſern, merita vitz zreme ſent, quia omnia fare debits, Luke 19. 10, ec Deut, 15,10 2 Corin $5» 
fProv-3-27, 3f, .g 2 Cor.g.6+ Prov-11- 25+ þ a Cord. 13-14. Ad-1145, 
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comfortable walking with God. 
Earth ? If he worke, he makes a world ; If he be , he 
drownes the whole face of the Earth: If be love, the hearts- 
blood of his deareſt Sonne is not too deare 2 if he ſtand upon 
his peoples ſide, he makes the Sun to ſtind ſill and the Starres 
to fight : If he repay, he gives bis owne All. ſafficicnt Selfe, 
with the over-flowing torrents of all pleaſures and glory 
through all erernity, | 
6. Nay,the way tothrive and fare well in the world,if our 
moſt wiſe God thinke it fit, is to be compaſſionate this way. 
If thon draw out thy ſonle to the hungry, faith the Prophet,aud iGi-zt. 10.8 1. 
ſatisfie the afflifted ſole : then ſhall thy light riſe in obſcurity, 
and breake forth a3 the morning, ani thy darkeneſſe bee as the 
noone-day ; and thy health ſhalt ſpring forth fpeedily : the Lord 
ſhall guide thee continually, and ſatisfie thy ſomle in drowght, and 
make fat thy bones, and thi ſoalt be like a watered Garden, and 
likg a ſpring of water, whoſe waters faile not. Thine horne ſhall yr. 
be exalted with hononr, and thow ſbalt not want, It will be then Prov. 28. 27. 
a proficable Inquiſitien amongſt others ; when a man findes 
himſelfe rogoebackwardin his eſtate, Gods ſecret diſpleaſare 
to blow upon his wealth,or affli his body with painfull dif- 
caſes, &c, to examine well, whether he was not ordinarily « Iobo z «5. 
woont rather to-ſhut up bis bowels of compaſſion, then to 
powre out his ſoule to the poore. 
Inathird place, take notice of the order of thoſe objects, 
upon. which thy Chryltian love is regularly and ſcaſonably to 
be direed,- and thy workes of merey diſcharged. The Ca- 
talogue of them runneth thus, as I conceives C. 
The publike State wherein thou livelt, and whereof thou 
art a member, challengeth the firſt place and precedency : If ! 75% wan bis: 
it lived a-natursll lie, as thou doelt andthou haddeſt but one 1-3/2, when other 
morſell of bread, which wouldoadly faſtainethe life of one 12% 99, ate 
of you ; thou were to periſh, that it might flouriſh : for it is inpeverry : elſe we 
ever better, that one member ſhould be cat off; then the Tf obeve re 
whole body coutumed. *In the next place ſtands thy ſelfe ; arvefby, before ar 
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then thy wife : thenthy parents; thenthy children and fami- 
6 Pls debemus Ly 3 en the Þ houſehold of faith ; then thy naturall kinred 
diligere extrane- ſprunig lately from the ſame progenitors ; then thy neereſt 
* — neighbours and common friends ; then thy country-men ; 
charitaris Chriſti, then ſtrangers ; then thineencmies. For as thou wouldeſt be 
ar Dani? holden a childe of the Higheſt, Luk. 6, 35- thou muſt love 
kgent - nec Des thine enemies,and relieve them too, Prov.25.21. Rom.12.20, 
Quia ſana ot And becauſe our naughty hearts doe naturally riſe, and (well 
copulz cordium againſt chem with-much enraged anger , diſdaineand con» 
as. Deands rempt; ponder ſeriouſly upon theſe points, as counter poy= 
beat end ſonsto keepeouethele foule fiends; and preſerve thine af- 
feftions cver calme and unſtained this way, ard irt an holy 

charitable temper anddiſpoſition to doe them good. 

I, Firſt, he that becomega bloody goad in thy fide for 
thy bleſled profeſſion, and becauſe thou followelt goodneſle, 
is {tarke mad, and utterly beſides himſelfe in matter of falva- 
tion,” He is asa dead man without all ſenfe of ſpirituall ſelfe- 


murder : now it isextreme weakeneſle,to ceven thy wit (ts 


they ay) with a Bedlam ; and barbarous inhumanity-, to#- 


wreake thy ſpite uponthe dead, and baſely-rv vexeahvdeſſe 
carcaſe with braving inſaltations. IR 07 22.5.7 

2. Thou ſhouldeſt moſt wilfully forfakethine owne tmec- 
cy, and judge thy ſelfe more then infimtely unworthy of c- 
verlaſting lite, of any part or portion in the rich, glorious, 
cternall purchaſes of: His meritorious death ; if thou'could(t 
not frankely forgive the greateſt wrong of thy greateſt 'ene- 
my upon this ground onely ; becauſe 1/1 Chriſt hath freely 
powred out the deareſt and warmeſt blood in his heart, to 
purchaſe for thee a worme, and wretch,. and while thou-walt 
yet his deſperate enemy, pardon and falyation from the end- 
lefle woes, and damnations'of Hell; : . 


3. Thirdly, the mercifull patience of God himſelfein for- 


bearing and bearing with infinite wrongs, and diſhonours 
done unto his great Majeſty overy day, may be a marchlefſe 
patterne and precedent to us woefull finner?, and worſe then 
- nothing, cafily to pardon, and patiently te paſle by all rhe 
provocations of our fellow creatures. How many blaſphe- 
mous 
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mous mouthes are continually open againſt the Majeſtie of 
Heaven? With what damned oathes doe they teareand re« 
crucific the precious body of his glorified Sonne, that fits at 
his owne right hand ? With what monſtrous lyes, and hate» 
full anders doe they diſgrace his Ambaſladoars , and vilifie 
his choſen?Nay, where ſtall ycu finde oneot thoſe,who have 
ſincerely given their names unto Chryft, whoſe negiecd in» 
nocency isnot trampled upon with the feet of pride and con» 
tempt ; and whoſe guiltleſſe fame lyes not bleeding emder the 
mercilefle ſtrokes of intemperate tongues > How many Varh. 1 fene* 
ſonnes and daughters of Befal doe horribly, and with an rs, a cerre 
bigh hand prophane his Sabbaths , pollute his Sacraments, Jv. u cafe to. 
and turne their backes upon his Word ? How many every mines 

where turne themſelves into barrels and beaſts , even into 

ſincks ; nay, and ſometimes into Sodomites, Hab. 2. 15. by 

their {winſh drankennefle ? How many incloſing Nemrodr, 

and Machiavellian Landlords, grinde the faces of the poore, 

placke off their 1kinr, teare their flifh, breaks their bones, chop 

them in pieces as for the pot ,and cate the fleſh of Gods prople ? In 

a word: How many incarnatedivels walke apand downethe 


 Earth-with hearts and hands as ftiil as Hell, withall manner 


of miſchicfe,lewdneſſe and rebellion? And yet we fee inthe 

meane time, our gracious God beares patiently with theſe 

many and prodigious provocations. T hough hee be armed 

with his owne uarefiſtable omnipotency ; have ever ina rea- 

dinefle all the Angels of Heaven,all the creatures apon Exrth; 

all the Divels in Hell ; nay, the very hands and conſciences 

of ſuch ſtubbeme Rebels, to be the wnſtruments andexecuti- 

onery of his juſt wrathupon their finne : yer doth he ſweetly 

and fairelyzcwper , and moderate his indignation, to ſee if- 

the riches af.bis goodnefle and forbcarance , arid long fuffS , 11 qui tibiie 
ring, will leadethem to repentance. If Almightie God then, juriaue ; magis 
whoſe Majeſty,blefſed and glorious for ever,is chiefly wron- quis ob ww 
ged even by. thy wrongs alſo, whoſe anidneſſe and —_ pb, 
is moſt ityaboſed! withthe horrible ingratitude, and fererindieare in- 
of ſuch as hate tor bee reformed, bec/ſuriam/& non et 
fo patient ; bec not thou peryerſe; but rather cxcibi Prot - 
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heape ccales of fireupon thine enemies headby kindnefle and 
love, that thou mayeſt be the charitable chiide of thy Fath-r 
which is in Heaven ; who ſaffers his raine to fall as well upon 
heaths and weeds, as upon lowers and fruit-trecs. 

4. By harbouring heart-burning and angry thoughes in 
thy breſt againſt thoſe thou art tempredto hate ; thou wo- 
fully hardeneſt thine owne heart, which is an unvaluable hare, 
and depriveſt thy ſefe all the while thou art ſo dogged, of 
theblcffing , benefit and cemfort of all the ordinances ; not 
onely of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper,as ignorant peo- 
ple ſuppoſe, butalſo of Prayer, hearing the Word, finging of 
Pſalmes, conference, &c, 1 Tim.2.8, Matth. 5.23 24. Iam. 
1.20, Now what extreme madneſle is it,and Bedlam cruelty 
to thine owne ſoule,, by cheriſhing and keeping warme in 
thy boſome, ſuch a baſe dung-hill Viper, as revengefull ſpite, 
to caſt the whole Frame of rhy ſpirituall building into com- 
buſtion, and to make God thine enemie, whereby thoa hur- 
« Qadd muliria teſt thy © {elfe incomparably more, then thou canſt ever poſli- 
tua _ non ao bly harme thine oppoſite ? \ 
nds — 42.0 great deale of ſpirituall good Þ doth by accident ac- 
non nocear, fieri cre to the Chriſtian, by the malice of his enemies. The ra- 
b Gs matu Bing and rayling enemies of Gods people, ſerve as ſcullions 
aur ideo virir, ut to ſcowre the Lords Veſſels of Honour;as Shepheards Dogs 
Jeo vivit , ur per £0: bunt Chriſts Sheepe into order, and to purer paſtures, 
um bones exer- 7, Their rarrow watching over his wayes to take him tripe 
P/al-54 peg.41r. Ping,and prying into all paſſages of his life, upon purpoſeto 
percore tant diſgrace his profeſſion , ſhould make him walke more pre- 
a obſtruenees vi- Ciſely 3 and to hold a continuall counter-watch over all his 
fan ep b© courſes, that he give no juſt cauſe of offence,or any true mat- 
ſegites Domini,ve Ker of cavil or calumniation. W hence it is,that David prayeth, 


ey Pla.27.1 1. Lead me in a plaine path becanſs of mine enemies,or 


na habcans, 
bem (i loriz rub'\gincm aufcrentes- A filis De, quodam raſorio, pec catum elxionis c- 
radunt. Vnde G "4 Idcircg laxat Dominus linguas fon none in EleQos, ut Þ id in cis clationis 
ſarrexeric, lingua oris eradat. Per. Orancs mall,et amatores ulars funrt-Sic en'm 
ia torcularibus, et Vva premitur, ct Oliva, ut rium ct alcam r in cayta; 

hominums qui bonj cr juſti ſuge, mulrisr; ibulationibus faci ut a 
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comfurtable walking with God. 


thoſe which obſerve mee. 2. Theirhitting him in the teeth 


with the reproach of his former finnes, ſhould ſerveas are» 
membrancer unto him, to reviſe and renew more cff:Aually 
and feelingly the great worke of his firſt repentance; and to 


- open afreſh a fcuntaine of penitent teares , or atleaſt of new 


griefe, hee can grieve no more, for thoſe particular ſinnes, 
which any dogged Shimei, or ſlanderous Doey brings into his 
minde upon ſuch occaſion. For it is the woont of ignorant 
enemies to Gods holy wayes, tocharge upon his children, 
even with much bittemeſſe and inſultation, the faults and fol- 


| liesef their unregenerate time. Though God Almighty hath 


buried them for ever in his mercy ; yer they will never ſuffer 
them to dye ont of their malice. Though theblood of Chrift 
hath covered them everlaſtingly from the fight of God, and 
ſearch of Satan ; yer their baſe and danghill ſpite will ever 
and anon rake into them againe to their diſgrace. Thus were 
eAuſtinand Beza, two great Lights of the Church in their 
times ; and ſoare many other moderne Worthies and Cham- 
pions of Chriſt,dayly dealt with, In which caſe learn:d A=- 
ſlin ſweetly replyed to the Donatiſts upbraiding bim in ſuch 
an unworthy faſhion, with the impiety and impurity of his 
former life ; Looke, ſaith he, how mach they blame - fault, fo 
much I commend and praiſe my Phyſician, Andbleſſed Beza, 


to a fellow objeing unto him his youthfull Poems ; Thus Hic homo invider 


- muihi 


manvexeth himſelfs, becauſe Chriſt hath vonchſafed mee bid Chill. 


Grace, And King David, with whom I ſhould havebegun, 
when Shimes railed npon him, and called hia murtherer : 


Let him alone, and let bim curſe : for the Lord hath bidden him, » Sam. 16-11. 


And yet beſides this, I donbt not, but upon theſe occaſions 
D avidr heart bled afreſh for his bloody finne ; Anguſtiner, 
for his former herefic and ſenſuality ; Bezaes, for the vanity 
of his youth 3, Their blazing abroad ſome ſpeciall viſible 
fcandalous infirmity of his, and yet to which he is haled,and 
25 it were hurried by the impetuouſhefſe of ſome ſudden paſ= 
fion, or violent temptation, and which is one of his greateſt 
=_m and mach matter of mourning in ſecret, ſhould cauſe 


to ſtrengthen his watch, and improove all his ſpiciruall 
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valour againſt the aſſaults and iofintations of it. 4. Their 
malicious fathering upon him by falſe reports, thoſe faults he 
yet never fell into, and yet to which hee may bee naturally 
much inclinable, ſhould farniſh him with more then ordina» 
ry care and courage, wiſedome and watchfulnefſe, to pre. + 
vent the ſcandallof any ſuch guiltincſſe, 5. Their flanderous 
laying to his charge, thethings he never did, nor everlikets 
doc ; which is alſo an bellith humour, and deviliſh tricks of 
prophancneſle againſt profeſſion, ſhould leade him to a firit 


enquiry into his heart and life, to finde out ſome other ſine, 
of which, upon that occaſion, God would have him take 
notice, and mortific. It inay bee thou art falſely charged 
with hypocrifie ; looke that thou bee not carthly-minded 
with pride, looke that thou be not pafſionate.; with worlds 
lineſle, lookethat thou be not luke-warme, &c; 

Thus have I ſomewhat inlightned, and inſiſted longer 
upon this point, purpoſely to ſtirre up and quicken the ſpirits 
of all Gods people,to a fruitfull conſtant exerciſe of Chrifti- 
an charity, and bounty towards their poore brethren ; to be 
aſwell plentifull in workes of mercy, as preciſe in duties of 
piety : (God loyes mercy aſwell as ſacrifice : nay, in ſome 
caſes, he preferres rhe other before this) robe ſ6 much more 
mindfull and apprehcnſive of all opportunities, for a fincere 
diſcharge of this much urged and honoured duty , as the 
wicked are malicious, and Phariſes forward, tocharge upon 
them the contrary. 

For you know, that carnall men are extremely greedy of 
caſting aſperſions and diſgraces upon the innoccncy of rc- 
ligious Profeſſours. No excellency of parts, ſingularity of 
worth, eminency of zeale, height of holineſſe, integrity and 
purity of life, can poſſibly priviledge the beſt man that ever 
breathed the life of grace in the boſome of the Church;from 
the /conrge of ſinnes, The onely -Worthies uponearth, of 
whom the world wasnot worthy, were vexed with cr#e{ 
mocking: : Paul, that precious Pillar of Gods Charch, was 
called, A peſtilent fellow : Nay, Chriſt Ieſu himſelfe , in 
whom the ſulveſſe of the Godhead dwelt bodily, was faid to 


have 
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havea Devil. And no marveile though they deale thus with 
his Children, that daily blaſpheme the mighty Lord of hea- 
ven and carth, bleſſed for ever, Daly experience trats them Quid nr fi lo. 
in five peſtilentpaſſages this. way : It is their woot, with CN Tod 
all their cunning; andupon all occaſions. 1. To leflen, dife corum viam per- 
grace, and. diſparage all they can, the graces, worth, and cure, famam de. 
good parts of good men, 2, To report true things malicjs cecorare conan- 
ouſly, and upon purpoſe to bring them into hatred and dife Deum, & Domi- 
eſtimation ; ſo Doeg dealt with David. 3, To charge upon 542 tion 900 
them, with much credulity and confidence, things theyne- non ceſam, car 
vcr did, never knew, never thought upon, or dreamed upon. 59.7 Pacer Iic- 
4. With whoriſh forcheads, and very impudency of hell, ram volunaem 
to faſten upon Them by ſlanderous imputation, - thoſe ſinnes $922 & Xcel 
and vices, in the contrary graces and vertues whereof, they ###.136- 

are many times very eminent and remarkable. Z/ijab” was * Reg 18. 17. 
landered to be a troubler of the State ; whereas in trath, he 

was the ſtrongeſt Pillar of the Kingdome, the very chariots * 57% 
and horſemen of Iſrael, 5. Nay, and which is yet more, to fa- 

ther upon them thoſe faults, wherein themſelves, hatefull . 
hypocrites | are groſſely andnotoriouſly gnilty. Tertz#ns tels 73. yeothnn = 
Felix , that Pau was a very plague : forſo is the Originall : - _ 
whereas not onely Paw was one of the beſt menupon earth ; 

but alſo himſelfe, a curſed cut-throate of all googneſſe, and 

furious oppoſite to the glorious Goſpell. His lewd Miſtrefſe 

charged Joſeph with an aſſault upon her chaſtity ; - whereas 

not onely he was moſt free that way, but alſo her ſelfe noto- 

riouſly nanght. . Abah called El/yah, a troubler of Iſrael, 

whercasnot onely that ble(ſed Prophet was the very ſtrength 

of that State ; butalſe kimſelfe, by his abominable covetous 

Idolatrous villanies, brought confuſion and miſery upon the 

whole Kingdome. 

Now out of this cunning malicious humonr, carnallmei 

lyeatthe catch, and arc moſt eager to apprehend any ſhadow 

of occaſion, orrather then: faile, -to make matter in their 

owne ſpitefull braines, or take irup from the lying oracle of 

ſome frothy Ale-bench; whereby to ſtaine the honor of Pro- 


teſſion, with the unworthieſt jimputations of coverouſneſſe, . 
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hard-heartedneffe , unmercifalnefſe ; whereas themſelves, 
meeremen of this world, are as covetous as the skinne will 
hold ; faſt nailed and glued unto the eatth ; never in their life 
lift ap a joyfall thought rowards heaven, neither dare thinke 
ſeriouſly upon the world to come, without a great deale of 
ſlavith fadneſſe and ſecret terrour. And in their graſping of 
worldly goods, they care not a button for conſcience, make 
no account at all of that moſt certaine ſtri account at Gods 
dreadfull Tribunall : but onely how to carry matters 
ſmoothly and plauſibly in the eyes of men, and dawbe over 
their unjaſt dealings, with cloſe conveyances, and trickes 
of wit. ; 

I goe not about hecre to Apologize for any uncharitable 
counterfeits, or thoſe moſt odious outſide- Chriſtians, who 
put on theglory of an Angell in outward profeſſion, that 
they may play the devils more unobſervedly , in Vſurious 
praQiſcs, oppreſſions, and unconſcionable griping ; weare a 
cloake of zeale,in conformity to the externall formes of obe- 
dience to the firſt Table, upon purpoſe to cover their cruelty 
and inhumanity, in under-mining and over-reaching their 
brethren, and to prey the more inviſibly upon the ſimplicity 
of thoſe whom they deceive by Seeming. 

But yetI muſt tell you, that many times, even ſome of 
Gods owne beit children are full falſly and foulely charged, 
by foule-mouthed worldlings themſelves, with worldlineſſe, 
covetouineſle, and imputations of that nature ; who by Gods 
mercy, are ſo farre from doting upon earth, and the fading 
glory thereof, that in their retired and adviſed thoughts, 
they would not looſe the love andlight of Gods counte- 
nance, and teſtimony of a good conſcience, to winne the 
whole world : they would not exchange their cemforts of 
godlineſſe, and intereſt in a Crowne of life, for ten thouſand 
worlds, were they all turned into one invaluable Pearle : 

feele themſelves incomparably more comforted and 

indly refreſhed at the heart roote, with one thought of 
heaven, and that endlefle joyfull reſt above, through all eter- 
nity, then with a world of carthly contemplations, Su 
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all compoRtd of gold, pleaſures, poſſefſions, honours, Dia- 
dems, and all the gloriousand moſt defireable treaſures un- 
der the Sunne. And whoin reſpe& of any unconſcionable» 
nefſe, wrongs, injuſtice, or wicked wayes of getting, might 
with ſincerity of heart, proportionably to their ſtates and 
callings, take up Samnels proteſtation + Behold, here I ans, * 59901153 
witneſſe againſt mee b: fore the Lord, and before his Anointed : 
Wroſe Oxe have I taken? or whoſe Aſſe have I taken ? or whom 
bave I d:franded ? whom have I oppreſſed? or of whoſe hand have 
Trecesved any bribe, to blind mine eyes there with ? and I will re- 
fore it. And ſincere thoughts, reſolutions, andproteſtations 
to this purpoſe, are clecre evidences of unearthly minded- 
nefle. Blefled 2b doth pregnantly illuſtrate this point : His 
owne friend chargeth him with inhumanity , covetouſneſle, 
and cruelty and thereupon inferreth that Gods afliQing hand 
was heavy upon him : How much more thinke you, would 
the children of fooles, and children of villaines, wiler then the 
earth, of whom he elſe where complaines, vexe him ſlmde-» 
rouſly? 1s not thy wickedneſſe emer Elipha,lob.22.5.&c. 
and thine miquities infinite ? For thou haſt taken a pledge from 
thy brether for nowght, and ſtripped the naked of their cloathing. 
T hou haſt wt given watey to the weary to drinke, and thon haſt 
with. holden bread from the hnngry. — T hon haſt ſent nidowes 
away empty, and the armes of the fatherleſſe have been brokev, 
Therefore ſnares are rownd about thee, and ſadden frare trous 
bleth thee. Whereas, indeed and ruth,righteous Tob was right 
nobly minded, tender-hearted, charitable, bountifull; as ap* | 
peares by his confident conreſtation to the contrary, Tob 31, : * 
16, &c. If I have withbeld the poore from their deſire, or have 
canſed the eyes of the widdow to faile : or have eaten my morſell 
my /olfe alone, ani the fatherleſſe hath not eaten thereof ; If I 
have ſeen any periſh for want of cloathing, or any poore without 
covering : If hu loynes hawe nat bleſſed me, andif he were not 
warmed with the fleece of my $ : If Thave lift np my hand . 
againſt the father lefſe, -Arc4 I _ = i" Hy jr mm. then 
let mine arme fall from my ſhowlder blade, and mune arme bee 
broken from the bone.” 
"5 x T Thus 
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Thus many times an impntation of worldlinefſe , hard- 
heartedneſſe , unhoſpitality, &c, is laid upon Gods Chil. 
dren, withour all cauſe, truth, or conſcience ; occafioned, as 
I conceive, (for I defire to diſcover unto you a depth of 
Satans malice in this point, ) partly from the parties accu- 
--rY flandering ; partly from the parties accuſed and ſ}n- 

red, 

Occaſions miniftred by prophane men, are ſuch as theſe : 


2, Firſt, They many times, when they find their conſci-: 


ences diſquieted, their former comes controulled , their 
carnall humours croſſed and contradicted , and themfelves 
much diſcaſed and diſturbed in the ſecurefali purſair of their 
ſenſuall pleaſures, by the ſearching power of a conſcionable 
Miniſtery : or when they plainely ſee that their unzcalouſ- 
neſle, lukewarmneſſe, and formality in Religion, is cenfared 
and condemned by the forwardneſſe, and zealous carriage 
and converſation of the Saints, they ſeeke by all meanes, 
and labour might and maine, to beemeete with thoſe Mini- 


Nters which ſo vexe them with their faithfull Preaching ; and: 


thoſe godly Chriſtians which fikently difgrace ' them» With 
their gracious life and zealous exerciſe of Chriſtianity. And 
es fith many times, . by Gods goodnefle, they cannor 
find any viſible or conſpicuous matter or miſcarriage, to 
charge them with truely : becauſe the S1ints lye not ingroſle 
acdnotorious ſinnes, ſuch as are ſwearing, drunkenne( 4 ly- 
ing, uncleannc{{, Sabbath-breaking , idicneſſe, the vanities 
of goodfellowſhip, &c. as themſelves are woont ; therefore, 
I fay, they audaciouſly dive into their hearts with nnhal« 
lowed cenſures, and lay unto their charges thoſe inviſible er- 
rours, which none can ſeebut Gods All-teeing Eye ; and from 
which they cannot be cleered and acquit, but onely by their 
owne conſciences, and his bigheſt Tribunall. So that they 
take order that ſuch imputations, though groundleſle and 
falſe ; yet ſhall bee ſureto cleave to the goodname of Gods 
Children as certainely without redrefſe or remedy, as they 
were deviſed without truth or charity. Wee may ſee this 


deerely in the preſent paint, and the ſhnder of kypoctts, 
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which is alſo the ordinary portion of the beſt, from men of 
the world. When prophane oppoſites unto grace pry cnri» 
ouſly into all the wayes of Gods Child, and can findeno- 
thing ſo faulty in his oatward carriage, or reprooveable in 

the ordinary courſe of his life, as they expe&and defire : 

yet, leſt they (hould not ſhew themſelves the right children 
of Satan, the Accuſer of the Brethren , they willbe medling 

one way or other; they will bee nibling at hisgood name 

with ſome ſuch ſpeeches as theſe : Well, well, though he be 

an excellent Pulpit man, or a forward Profeſſour, yer-is hee 

not ſo, and ſo ? is not hee as well given unto, and greedy of 

the world as other men? when they heare other mea com» 

mend his zcale and forwardneſſe in Profeflion, theſe will be 
caſting out ſuch malicious doubts as theſe ; Goe too, my ma» 
ſters, I feare me all is not gold that gliſters. Now how isit 
poſſible, or by what outward witneſſes or compurgators 
may the Chriſtian cleere and diſcharge himſelfe of the unpu» 
tations of worldlinefſe and hypocriſie; fith the one lyes in 
the greedy affeQions of the mind, and the other lurkes in 
the hidden corners of the heart ? The purity and ſecrets of 
which, none can truely ſee and cenſure, but the Searcher of 
all hearts. Were a manaccuſed of Adultery, Drunkenneſle, 
or ſuch viſible notoriouſneſle, there might be meanes found 
for the manifeſtation of his innocency, by an exaR ſcanning 
of time, place, and other circumſtances. But this is the ma- 
licious and peſtilent policy of Satan and hisagents, when 
they ſee that the Saints, by the mercies of God, are free from 
thoſe groſle finnes and notorious —_— which ordina- 
rily raigne in the children of darkeneſle ; they ſpitefully and 
cunningly lay unto their charge, imputations of ſuch nature, 
Dang. os ich , though they bee free, they cannot free 
themſelves ; and thou os bee cleere, yet by reaſon of 
the malice of men, an rerreon of — it will 
never ſoa z untill the bri eo iſts comming 
bring forth their righteouſneſle as the li and their judge- 
ment as the noone day ; and of which they have none 0- 


ther ground in the world but this, becauſe themſeives are 
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ſuch. For put a pro worldling to proove the ſlander 
of worldlinefſe and hypocrifie, which he puts upon the Chri- 
ſtian, and he will be able to give you neither probable rea- 
ſon, nor wiſe word to the purpoſe. And no marveile; for 
ket the matter come to examining, and he ſhall find, that 
man which he ſo miſcenſures, to bee both faithfull cowards 
God, and conſcionable towards man in all his wayes : Not 
onely innocent from oppreflion, corruption, wrongfall dea- 
lings, and all unlawfull wayes of getting ; but alſo ina ſpe- 
ciall manner , with a moſt compaſſionate tenderneſſe and 
love, right dearely affe&ed to every truc-hearted Nathaneel, 
and the whole houſhold of faith ; (which no unregene- 
rate man can poſſibly be ; and which 1s the trueft and no- 
bleſt iſſue of ſanified charity) Nay , and beſides, not 
any wayes wanting (though it ſtand not with the policy of 
prophaneneſſe to acknowledge it ) in other charitable paſ- 
ſages with ſpirituall diſcretion, to any truely diſtreſſed and 
miſerable. And therefore there is no ground in the world 
left for ſuch gracelefſe lyes but onely this : Carnall world- 
lingscarve conditions to other men, out of the crookednefſe 
of their owne nature ; and cunningly put on the policy of 
Cutpurſes ; whoin throngs at Faires and Markets, call upon 
others to beware of Cutpurſes, that themſelves being truely 
ſo, may with lefle ſuſpitionand obſcrvation, dive into the 
pockets and purſes of true men. Many thereare, who being 
themſelves trucly worldly, and hypocrites indeed, call Chri- 
ſtians ſo, that the maske of their villanous hypocriſies may 
beeleſſe marked ; and themſelves roote in carthlinefle, un- 
m—_ reach the very bottome of hell, and no man regard 
e 

2. Secondly, if a man would be irrcligious and unconſci- 
onable, it is a very caſic thing to grow rich and into reputa« 
tion with the world. If once he ſo farre harden his heart, 
ſeare his canſcicnce, and abandon the feare of God; that he 
reſolves without remorſe or ſhame, to defraud, difſemble, 


bribe, oppreſſe, pat to Viſury, ſerve the time, make uſe of all 


men for his oyyne turne, .to cloake cruelty with conſciance, 


pretend! 
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pretend friendſhip, when he purpoſes ro deale like a Turke : 
Ina word, toplot and-practiſe any lewd device ces 
{ing ; IT doe not fee 


tothrive, and wicked men to grow wealthy ; ſo me-thinkes 
it is no great matter for ſuch to make ſometimes very goodly 
ſhowes to the world , of bountifulnefſe , and liberall profu- 
fions in feaſts, entertainements, and doles te the poore, 
out of their ſupecrfluities,and heapes of ill-gotten goods. But 
herein (though itbe well, that ſuch goods doe unto 
ſome ) they are like unto theeves, who having ſome 
rich Merchant, and taken hundreths from him , doe ſcatter 
hecre and there by the way,ſome ſmall pieces of filver to the 
_ Bur this is a very poore mends for their mercileſle 

oodſhed and lawlefle robberies : This is , as they fay, to 
rob Peter, to cloath Pan/. Thus many great men keepe 
great houſes ; and that is well : itis fir, Greatneſſe ſhould be 
accompanied with frankenefle ; but alas, they grinde the fa- 
ces of the poore,and cate the fleſh of Gods people,to uphold 
their hoſpitalitie. So ſome Miniſters heape living upon li- 
ving, that ſo they may be enabled and furniſhed co purchaſe 
a great name by keeping a great houſe; but alas, they main- 
taine their port a with the price of the precious 
blood of ſoules, and feede the greedy ghar of their Pha- 
rifaicall good-fellowſhip,with the fearefull Gangrene of ſpi- 
rituall bloodſhed. So others may bee ſometimes good unto 
the poore, and bountifull, as they ſay, in their owne houſes : 
bur alas , they marre all their almes giving, by unlawfull get» 


ting ; and turne that, which of it ſelfe is one of thoſe facri- Heb. 131 16- 
fices with which God is highly pleaſcd, into.* abomination * 16. 6x 8- 


and fine unto themſelves, A gocdly matter, ſure, to ſcatter 
heere and there, now andthen, ſome few drops of charitable 
devotions ; whereas they have many huge and headlong 
torrents of gaine-and goods comming in dayly ; by oppref- 
fion , violence, mercilefſe incloſure, deyouring widdowes 

| TS'l & houſes, 
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houſes, ſelling the poorefor old ſhooes, rackings,cnhanſings, 


gripings,vſuries, immoderate taking, 8c. 
3. Thirdly, prophane hypocrites are commonly Phariſai- 
call in that almeſ-giving ; 2Fe&and purſue obſervations, fin- 
gularitie, vaine-glorious oſtentations” in their contributions 
of charicy. Their forefathers the Phariſes , when they gave 
their almes, made a trumpet tobee ſounded beforethem. So 
theſe fellowts, their followers, and facceeding Ators upon 
theſame Stage of hypocriſie, leſt their good deeds ſhould 
dic inthe diſtribution, and bee obſcurely buried in the bellics 
of the poore, they alſo get uato themſelves a kinde of 
tale-bearing Trumpeters too, They cunningly obferve thoſe 
oppurtmities, and ſingle out ſuch ubjes of their commi- 
ſeration, and charitable devotions, whereby they may ſoo- 
neſt, and moſt compendiouſly purchafe a name of being 
good to the poore, and have their bountifull diſpoſition 
blazed abroad, with moſt circumſtances , beſt advantages, 
and partiall enlargements. And thus it isa very caſte thing 
for a Phariſee to be famous in this kinde : for fith hee gives 
more for commendation, then for conſcience ; farre more for 
praiſe amongſt men, then out of a true-hearted compaſlion to 
the party ; hee dares diſpence with a good conſcience, and 
rake liberty unto himſelfe to place his good turnes there, 
where there isbeſt poſlibilitic of being moſt ſpoken of, and 
greateſt hope of the richeſt returne of applaute and admira- 
tion. So that ſuch an one ordinarily in his open»heartednefle, 
and charitable diſtributions, hath a ſpeciall cye and inclina- 
tion to thoſe that flatter him to his face; and are like to 
proove the lowdelſt trumpets of his bountifulneſle abroad 
where they come. And hee is ſo farre froma right and ſca- 
ſonable apprehenſion of due circumſtances, difference of par- 
tics, and thoſe ſpiritual diſcretions, obſervable and neceſlary 
in ſuch Chriſtian exerciſes of love ; and from the praftice of 
the Apoliles precepr, Galat. 6. 10. Doe good wnto all men, bus 
efpecially to them which are of the howſvold of faith : that hee 
would rather afford his helping hand for the relicfe and railing 
ap of a decayed goodfellow, then of a diſtrefled Chriſtian. 
4: Fourthly, 
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' ' 4, Fourthly,, though carnall men bee ſo covetous, and 
hold-faſt of earthly contentments , thatthey would rather 
looſe their precious ſoules everlaſtingly , then leaue them : 
yet if it mightbee, if they were poffibly compatible , they 
would give any thing in the world ; both to ſerve and ſati(- 
fiethemſelves in the waies of vanitie, and after to ſave their 
ſoulesin the day of wrath; both to partake of the pleaſures 
of the preſent, and to bee ſecured from the v that is 
to come. What would not the great Ones of the world- 
give, to parchaſe two Heavens ; one here, andanother in the 
other world ? W hat weuld not ſenſuall worldlings part 
with, toredceme their finnes; if they might have a diſpenſa» 
tion to continuein ſinne ? To livethe life of vanity andluſt, 
and after todie the death of the Righteous, and to receive 
their Crowne ? In ſuch caſes in their ſober conſiderations(fo 
that their preſent temporall happinefle ſiſtaine no hazard, or 
diminution ; nor the delights of their ſweete finne, any di- 
ſturbance ) they would not ſtand upon any worldly good; 
though it were a then/and Rammer, or ten heuſand Rivers of 
Oyle : Nay, they would give their firſt-borne for their tranſ< 
grefſions; even the fruit of their bodies, for the ſinne of they 
ſonles. Many there are which gay be caſily perſwaded , and 
can well finde in their hearts, to give any thing towards the 
ſervice of God, and ſalvation of their ſoules, ſave themſelves; 
I meane, their hearts and affeions , which the world and 
their darling-pleaſures have principally poſſeſt. Hence now 
it is, that many richOnes and men of the world, being other- 
wiſe very guilty, and obnoxious in many reſpeQs, are very 
willing and well content many times to contribute bounti- 
fully to gooda(cs, and to make good ſhew of liberalitie ro- 
wards the poore ; that thereby lefle notice may bee taken of 
their other notoriouſneſle; and withſome kind of hope, ſo to 
cover and conceale many grofle coraptions from the wrath 
of God, andthe worlds cenſure. For 1know not how there 
isan inbred opinion and conceit ſeated in the hearts of na- 
turall men and Papiſts, that alme(-deedes, and ſuch workes of 
charitie make amends for other  ——__ , though foule, 
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and ſcandaloos ; and be pleaſing to Almighty God, theugh 
the parties from whence they proceed,be polluted with ſecret 
impurities and raigning finnes. Sith therefore they perſwade 
their bearts, that charitable devotions and diſtributions have 
ſome power, as it were, ſomewhat to appeaſe divine wrath , 
and to fatisfie for other (infull exorbitancies and aberrations ; 
and ſee plainely that it is the moſt compendious way to pur- 
chaſe a great deale of credit in theſe cold and compaſli onleſle 
times; and the onely obje to divert the eyes of the greater 
fromthe obſervation of their other faults : I ſay therefore, 
they open their hearts the more liberally , and enlarge their 
bowels to greater bountifulneſſe ; which otherwiſe their co- 
vetouſncfſ: would keepe ſhut. Thus, many, to diminiſh the 
horrour and markeablen:f- of their unmortified laſts and 0- 
pen lewdn«f[:, exerciſe agoodart without a good heart. 
Occaſions from the partics flandered, ate ſuch as theſe : 

1. Chriſtians, of all men in the world, are tht ſpeciall 
markes and ordinary oþj:&ts, upon whichare diſcharged and 
exerciſed all kindes of malice and miſchiefte ; not onely the 
empoyſoned arrowes of ſpightfull tongues, the ſword of Ty- 
rants, the flames of cruelty ; but alſo many lef{-r and lefſc» 
markt vexaticns, as wrongs, oppreflions, mercilefl:, and 
many unconſcionable viages. Prophane men being ſeated 
in high roomes, or beſotted with the worlds tavours and flat- 
terics, doe many times, cat of their pride and malice, very 
contemptuoufly rowle downe as fromaloft, indignities, in- 
folencies, many hard and heavie inhumanities, and injuſtices 
upon Gods children, as a number of negleRed underlings. 
So that as the Prophet ſpefkes; Hee that refraineth from 
evill, maketh himſelſe a prey. Hee that by the mercies of 
God breakes out of the bonds of Satan, into the bleſſings 
and bl: fed eſtate of grace, ſhall for ever after, not onely bee 
furiouſly perſecuted by therage of hell, and malice of pro- 
phanencf{: ; but alſo lie more open to the inſultations, wrongs 
and oppreſſion; of his adverſaries,and trecherous infnuations 
of falſe friends. Sith therefore Chriſtians, by reaſon of their 
patience, the worlds diſcountenance , dilaftetion of great 
Ones, 
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Dt bor apon, endorperttdycieerady polldz th: 
mightily , t ies, Ex» 
pilations, and feats pr boyſterous worldlings, and 
cauſcl ſe ua rh and not _ ſo, bur —— 
cunningly , inſen even by pro 
friends : ( For —_ kinde of —_ which putting on 
_ forthetime, PING Anpell, mixt themſelves with 
' Gods people, preſſ: into their company , onely becauſe 
they ſee and finde them to be ſuch, as from whom, by reaſon 
of the fingleneſſe and fimplicitie of their hearrs , the unſuſpi- 
ciouſneſle of their charity, the equitie and confcionableneſſe 
oftheir dealing, in theſe coozcning, ſupplanting, and under- 
mining dayes , they may the more fairely and eaſily ſacke out 
thegreateſt —_— : ) I fay therefore; ſith Gods children 
are moſt ſubj:both to the wrongs of open enernies, and 
ſupplantations of ſeeming friends, they are many times not ſo 
enabled in outward things, or ſtrong in their worldly ſtate, 
to make ſuch a flouriſh in diſperſing their ſuperfluities, as 
thoſe men which ger withoat conſcience, and disburſe with» 
out ſpiriruall diſcretion, . 

2. A Chriſtian dare not for his life ſo farre enlarge his 
conſcience, as togaine by any unwarrantable meanes , or in» 
conſcionable courſe, as oppeſſion, corraption, coozening, 
violence, lying, unjuſt dealing, &c. and therefore in this 
griping, and greedy age , in the higheſt noonetide of iniqui- 
tic, or rather arkeſt midnight of theworkes of darkeneſſe 
( though outward want bee infinitely countervailed with in- 
ward comfort) he doth not commenly come ro that exceſſe, 
and fuperflaitie of temporall things , which many rimes 
weldlings with wider conſciences, eafily and immeaſurably 
ingroſſe. The largeſt conſciences in theſe laſt and worlt dayes, 
arc the onely devourers, and ſwallowers downe of 
wealth, A rcligious reſolutionto fave a mans foule, (more 19 
the pitie ! ) is many times a notable carbe to keepe him from 

rowing ich, and into jon withthe world, Gods 
ſlings cyen intemporall things, I denie not, are ſometimes 
| very 
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very plentifull the right owners,Gods owne children ; 
ha a7 cr y happineſſe have beene wrea+ 
thed together by the mercifull hand of God, and ſet upon 
their heads: but if wee looke upon the common courſes 
holden in the world that way ; and in all forecaſt of carnal 
reaſon, he is likelieſt to grow rich and riſe, who 1s refolved to 
damne his ſoule. In ordinary conceit of prophane policic, 

Geneſ.39- andapprehenſions of worldly wiſedome, Joſeph miſt a great 

deale of earthly contentment , and ina preciſe humour put 
from him much poſlibility of preferment, by not yeeiding ro 

1- King.chap-a2+ the impure ſollicitations of his wanton Miſtris. Miah, 

in not jamping with the fourc hundred falſe Prophets, in their 
r.Sam- 20. 31,32 lying fAlattery to pleaſe the two Kings : Jonathan, in not joy- 
ning with his father Saw/, for the prevention and confuſion 
of David. Had a (enſuall worldling beene in /eſephs cat; 
an unſantified Miniſter in AMrcaiabs, an ambitious Abe 
ſolom in Ionathans , aſluredly they had all yeelded to the ſe» 
verall temptations. The conſcicnce of an unregenerate man 
will maryeilouſly ſtretch it ſelfe, and grant our very large dif- 
penſations, eſpecially when any ſpeciall glory, profit, or plea- 
ſure of the world is in purſuir = poſſibilitie. It was ſo in all 
ages, and at this day many a good man, many times, of great 
ſpirit, worth , and undesſtanding, fits obſcurely in a very 
low roome, and is kept ntder his meaneeſtateby the worlds 
oppreſſions , becauſe he dare not diſpleaſe God, or enlarge 
his conſcience proportionably to the valt gulfe of the times 
corruptions, This is the very trucreaſon why folly is ſet in 
ſo great excellency , and finceritic (cated in the low place : 
why ſo many ſervants are on horſe-backe, and ſo many 
Princes walking as ſervants on the ground. Sith cherefare the 
Chriſtian is happily reſtrained by the checks and tenderrwſle 
of agood conſcience, from all unwarrantable meanes, and 
unconſcionable courſes of getting ; though his bowels be 
moſt compaſſionate, his heart heated with true charity , and 
his defires enlarged to doe good unto all, and all the good hee 
can ; yet hee is many times kept ſhort, by reaſon of his ſhort 
pittance, from thoſe outward reall expreſſions, and oo of 
charitie, 
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qharitie, to which his tender-hearted zealous affeRtion is in- 
wardly, truely inflamed ; and from thoſe more bountiful ef- 
fufronsand liberalities , which rich worldlings may, out of 
the tythe , nay the thouſandth part of their ill-gotten goods, 
plentifully performe. 
3+ Thirdly, Chriſtians know themſelves bound in cons 
ſcience to a carefill proviſion for their” Families ; to dili- 
gence, and faithfulneſſe in theircallings ; from all unneceſh- 
ry expences, andthe prodighll cffuſians of good fellowſhip, 
from ambitious affeation of applauſe, and vaine-glory,' by 
Pharifaicall oſtentations : and therefore to the greedy obſer- 
vation of carnall eyes; and- undiſcerning ſpirits. ot 4mrege- 
neration, which want no amlice to miſtake , 'or canning 
ro apprehend any ſhaddow or ſhew of any ſeeming adyan- 
tage for the diſgrace of good men ; they ſeeme, and are mif+ 
cenſured to hold upon the world, to feede upon earthly» 
mindednefſe, not to be: fo open-hearred, good-natur'd, and 
charitably affeRted, as other good fellowes, as they call them, 
which make no ſuch profeſſien of purity, and preciſeneſle, 
And; this miſconceit of Gods children 1s made more path» 
ble, by the prophane plauſiblenefle of vaine-glorious work» 
lings. It is ſooner, and more caliy cntertained ; becauſe nn- 
conſcianable men take any compendious courſe of growin 
rich , which their coverous humonr ſuggeſts unto them ; _ 
by allowance and exerciſe of unlawful] meanes of getting; 
bring in many times great ſtore of wealth with anc ; 
and therefore need not toyle ſo in their trades, or follow the 
buſineſſes of their proper callings with ſuch attehtion and ex» 
atnefle. Andif at any time they reſolve to be core boun» 
rifull and liberall, they commonly make choyce of thoſe 
times, places, perſons, and other circumſtances, whereby (as 
they thinke) their good natnres may be moſt noted, and their 
es grow greateſt for extraordinary kindnefie and good» 
lowſhip. 

4: The Chriſtian doth encline, and enlarge the bowels of 
his ſpeciall compaſſion towards the neceſſicies of the Saints, 
and conveyesthenobleſt iflucs, and effets of his agg 

ny, 
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charirie, into the boſome of Gods childe. And indeed heg 
i3 ſo preſt by the Commandement;; Doe good unto all men, 
but tſpecially nuts them who art of the honſpold of Faith. And 
there was never more need : For howſoever worldlings may 
be bountifull one to another, and exerciſe many matuall of- 
fices of kindnefſe and carnall love among themſelves ; yer 
for the moſt part, they are very uncompaſſiogate, ſtrait- laced 
and hard-hearted toward diftreſſed Ch 

narily , they are rather ready to combine and contribute their 
malices, policies, and purſes, to throw them downe lower in- 
to outward want and miſery ; then to pur to their helpi 
hands for their recovery, comfort, andenlargement ; though 
it were in their ſufferings for Godscauſe, and teſtimony of 
a good conſcience, So that, as Chriſtian diſtreſſes are the 
principall objet of rhe Chriſtians compaſſion and bountie : 


the men of the World. Now, that you may rightly under- 

andthe point, you muſt conceive, that the good deeds and 

commendable parts of an unregenerate man, are ever carryed 

more boyſterouſly and with greater noyſe, are entertgined 

of the World witha farre more generall applauſe and notice, 

then the godly ations and. divine Graces of Gods children, 

Greenem. The Worlddeales with men tn this caſe, faith a worthy Divine, 

as it deales with Witches and GIS ; the Witch, thowgb ſhee 

file in twenty things yer if ſhe doe ſanue one thing aright, though 

it be but ſmall, the world lovcth , and commendeth her for a 

good and wiſe woman. But the Phyſition , if he worke ſixe hun- 

dred enres ; yet if, _ the waywardntfſe of bu Patient , or 

for the prniſhavent of his P atients finne, hefaile but in one, that 

owe ſaile doth more txrne to his diſcredit , thru hu manifold, 

oodly and not able cxres doe get him praiſe. In this manner, faith 

| doth the world deale with men : If a worldly man have but 4 

Guds thiltien cover tward gift of ſtrength, of ſpeech, or of comelineſſe, be ſhall be 

many germ greatly praiſed, and connted 4 goodly man, thoug he be an 1io- 

Loed gift : the ws. Later, or a prophane perſon; and though he ſwim and flow over in 

godly Gary = all manner of vices : Bus; let the child of God be truely &talowms in 

Eeder oxejnfirmity. Fre Religion , let him be honeſt and boly in converſation, yet 
Z 


riſtians, Nay , ordi-. 


fo worldlings are onely heartily kinde and open-hearted to. 
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if there bee but one infirmitie in bim , or if bee have through 
weakeneſſe ſallen into ſom! one ſcune , that one infirmitic agaonſt 
which hee ftriveth , or that one finue , for which he #@ yrieved, 
ſhall drowne all the Graces of God in him, be they never ſo great, 
and the World will account him a maſt wicked man. Itis juſt ſo 
1n this particular : A prophane man many times by ſome ſpc- 
ciall markable at of bounty and contribution, or for ſome 
few (eaſonable oſtentatians of good fellowſhip, and kind: 
nature, gets the ſtart and precedency in opinion and reputatis 
on with the World, from many a gracious Chriſtian ; who 
beares in his beſome a conſtant babicnall renderhcartedneſle 
to all rye neceſſities, and as occafion (ſhall cxaRt, opens his 
heart, his hands, and his houſe moſt joyfully and compaſſio» 
natcly, rorefeſh and comfort the needfull exigents of any 
truc hearted N athaveel, And the Worldling doth the rather 
and moxe caſily carry it, becauſe inthe diſperſing of his dales 
and largeſies, he many times makes choife of {ch talc-bea- 
ring Trumpetters, who knowing his Phariſaicall humour, 
are likelieſt to blaze his bounty moſt abroad in the World ; 
whereas the Chriſtian ſingles out ſpecially for ſach purpoſes 
the diftrefled Saints, from whom he expeAs no more bit a 
ſecret and ſilent bleſſing of God in their bearts, for hisggood- 
neſſe conveyed nnto them by ſuch an Inſtrumenr. 

Thus I have diſcovered unto you a myſtery of Satans ma- 
lice, and the cunning deſpitetulnefl: of prophane men, who 
labour many times ont of pure malice,and wilfull miſtakings, 
to faſten upon Gods children, imputations of wotldli 
hard-hcartednefſe, cruell dealing, and ſuch like, 

= occaſions, as I have largely told you, are ſuch as 
theſe. 

Vpon the Worldlings part : 

i Hi hear rg gx" EK Chriſtians, whom, fith 
by = Grace of God, he finds -_ ——_ _m —_— 
preſently growes to ſuch ſpeeches as theſe : Why, butare 
not ſuch = ſuchgiven tothe world, as wdl as —— ? 
&c 


5 He dace enlarge his conſcience to courſeg of unlawfall 
| gering ; ; 
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ing ; and therefore it is more cafie for him to open his 
Find now and then to ſome boyſterous flonriſhes of liberall- 
mindedneſle : eſpecially firh thereby he hopes torepaire his 
reputation for his other indireRions. 

3- He is commonly Pharifaicall in an ambitious exerciſe, 
and more publike aRting of his deeds of charity ; and there- 
fore whatſoever he doth that way, is for the moſt part car- 
ried abroad with ſpeciall and remarkeable noyſe and no- 
tice. 

4. Hee would gladly ſtill the cryings of his guilty conſci- 
ence,and ſceme ro himſ:lfe to redeemethe finnes of his ſoule, 
by a more bountifalldisburſement of outward things, 

Vpon the Chriſtianspart : 

1, Hee ismoſt ſubj2t ro wrongs and weakenings in his 
outward ſtate ; both by the violent encroachments of proe 
felt oppoſites and covetcus infinuations of falſe friends. 

2, Hedarc not for any gold, or good, undertake any un- 
warrantable ard ſcandalous conrſe of gaining. 

3. Hee findes himſelfe bound in conſcience, to faithfull 
diligence in his Calling, and Chriſtian proviſion for his Fa- 
mily, 

g Hee ſpendsthebeſt and moſt of his bounty and chari- 
ty upon the houſhold of Faith. 

But inthis point, as I ſaid before, I apologize for none 
but thoſe, whom their owne conſciences, and the mercifull 
Tribunall of God doe acquite. Let Chriſtians looke unto it ; 
the World is very watchfull, and greedy with great curio- 
ſity and cunning, to apprehend the leaſt ſhadow of any oc« 

ons, for the blaſpheming of the wayes of God, and the 
diſgracing of his children, And therefore ever and anon you 
ſhall heare the ſpirit of prophaneneſle crying oar, and com- 
plaining : "You ſee theſe fellowes, which make ſuch ſhow of 
forwardneſſe and purity, what they are : none ſo covetous ; 
none ſo uncharitable ; none ſo unmercifull, and cruell in their 
dealings as they : none ſo hard-hearred to the poore, &c. 
Novy although ſach birter ſpeeches as theſe, arc ofren the 
mecre cvaporations of pure malice, and flow fram no _ 
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in the world, but onely frem the gall of gracelcfle 
men ; yetler all thoſe which truely feare God, take heed how 
they give jaſt occaſion thereunto. Afﬀuredly it were farre 
better for him, whoſoever he be, that a milſtone were hang- 
ed about his necke, and he were drowned in the depth of the 
Sea}. then that by the continuance of his crucll and uneonſci. 
onable dealings in the world, he ſhould miniſter juſt occaſion 
to any rayling Rabſpakeh, to revile the ſervants of theLi. 
ving God, or toſlander that holy Profeſſion. Me thinkes, 
this one preſervative ſhould be powerfull enough, to keepe 
the heart of every Chriſtiay from doting upon the world, or 
ſuff:ring it to be poſſeſſed thereof. It is this : Every Chriſt 
an by a Fuirfall ich, may be aſſured of a Crowne of Life, 
eicher by aſſurance of adherence, or evidence ; or both. Now 
if but oncea day he ſhould take a ſerious ſurvay of the glo- 
ry, everlaſtingneſfe, and ugutterable excellencies of that Im- 
morrtall Crowne ; me thinkes it wereable ſo to dull the edge, 
and diſſolve the droſſineſſe of all carthly deſires ; that they 
ſhould never more be able to heate, or harden his heart with 
1mmoderate or dcelightfull repoſe upon the vexing vanities of 
any worldly thing. I ſay itagaine ; me thinkes, if a man doe 
but once a day af the eye of his Faith upon that Crowne of 
life;zwhich our deare Redeemer holds for us in his hand, ready 
to ſet upon our heads when wee ſhall be diffolved from this 
vale of teares ; rhe goodly glory thereof ſhould be able to dif- 
pell theſe miſts of fading vanities, and hurtfull fumes of ho» 
nours, riches, andearthly pleaſures ; which this great dang- 
hill of the World, heated by the fire of mens inordinate luſts, 
doth evaporate and interpole betwixt the fight of- their 
ſoules, and the bliſſe of heaven. | 

Worldlineſſe, earthly-mindednefle, covetouſneſſe, doth 
—_— unbecome an heire of Heaven. Bee fired then, and 
frighted from all inclinations and bend that way, by ſuch con- 
fiderations as theſe : , 

1- It isa moſt baſe and — which: cates 
wp, not onely all Religion and honeſty, manlinefſe and: rea- 
ſon, .naturall affeRion and diſcretion ; but eyen humanity - 
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ſo and frendlineſſe : So that a man had almoſt as well con- 
verſe with a Caniball for any ingenuous and conſcionable 
dealing, as with atrnely covetous catife. 

3. Shall the immortall comprchenfiveneſle of the divine 
and excellent Soule, which is able to peruſe and paſſe over 
Heaven and Earth in a moment ; is capable of the myſtery 
of Chriſt, and the eternall vifion of God,be unworthily con- 
fined to a peice of ground, ard heape of white and yellow 
clay ? A vile impriſonment, and inexpiable wrong to fo no» 
blea Nature ! | 

3. Itis adevouring Gangrene, an inſatiable Wolfezwhich 
the more it hath, ever the more hungry it is. It is as fire 
which encreaſeth by thatnouriſhment whichis given unto it, 
The barren wombe, the Horſelecches daughter, the grave is 
nothing to this gulfe, and itholds the heart contioually npon 
the racke of ſelfe-vexationand carking : For three ravtnotis 
Valtures ſeizeupon it ſucceſſively and gnaw 1n their turnes 
with incredible torment, care, feare, griefe ; in getting, kee- 
pig, leaving. 

4. All Gedsblefſed ones in all ages, 'embracirg the pro- 
miſes of life in the armes of their faith, willingly confeſſed 
themſclves to bee pilgrimes and ſtrangers here upon earth, 
looking for a City in another Country, which bath fonndati. 
ons, whoſe breilder and maker ts God, And good reaſon, beſides 
Religion, that they ſhouldgrow into ſuch reſolutions ; for 
all things bere below are full of rranſitorineſſe, mortality and 
change ; YVawity of vanities, all is vanity ; but above, is con= 

and cternity of all excellencics, perfe&ions and plea- 

ſares. Beſides, that thou ſhalt have there a Body brighter 
then the Sunne, a Soule repleniſhed with unutterable delights, 
theglorious company of Chriſt leſus, Angels,Saints, Chriſti- 
an Friends : the viſion and fruition of God, blefſed for ever, 
wherein conſiſts the Crowne and Life of all celeſtiall joyes ; 
I fay, to fay nothing of cheſe,but even the ſpace of one Gow 
upon the pavement of the Empyrean Heaven, is incompara- 
bly more worth, then the great Body of the whole Earth, 
were itall turned into Gold, and beſet with as many wy 
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able Pexrles, as it is now with piles of Grafle, 

5. Nature, faitha meere Moraliſt, ſeemeth in the firſt 
birth of Gold, and wombe from whenceit proceedeth, after 
a ſort to have preſaged the miſery of thoſe thatare in love 
with it, For it hath ſo orderedthe matter,that in thoſe Coun« 
tries where itgroweth, there growes with it neither Graſſe, 
nor Plant, nor any thing, that is worth any thing : as giving 
us tounderſlard thereby, that in thoſe mindes where the de- 
ſice of this metall growes, there cannot remaine ſo muchas 
1 ſparke of true honour and vertue, 

6. God is not onelya Father, but alſo All-ſufficient : why Mark 6 8,5 
ſhouldeſt thou then feare want, that feareſt him > Hee pro. ** 07 * 
vides every day for millions of -Fowles : Will he thenbee 
wanting to a Man, to a Chriſtian,to His owne Child ? Chriſt 
himſclfe preffing'reaſons to this purpoſe, tels us, that our 
heavenly Father cloathes the Lilly above Sa/omons Royalty, Marth. 6.25- &c. 
aad feedes the Fowles of the ayre, which neither ſow, nor | 
reape, nor gather into barnes ; What 'a curſed vaile then of of 
baie diſtruſt darkens thine hard-heart, that thou ſhouldeſt "y 
cither carke, or deale unconſcionably ? 

7. One two houres fire will diſperſe, and conſume the 
hoard of aft hundred yeeres heaping together. And where 
art thou then ? Thine heart then is As cer at once; with 
unutterable anguiſh,and the very horror of Hell, for the loſſe 
of thine Heaven upon Earth; and with cryes of blood, and 
furies of conſcience, for thy covetous, cruell, vſurious, inju- 
rious courſes for many yeeres, Thus many a worldling ſpins 
a _ thread to ſtrangle himſelfe both temporally and cter- 
nally. | , 

8. The Sunne isa very glorious and contented creatare : 
and yet it harbours no golden Mine in its faire and refulgent 
Body, The bleſſed Angels are full of all felicities ; and yet 
| they have no filvers they-wantno happineſle; 'and yet they 
want gold. Heaven, the chiefeand Royall Seate of Bleſſed» 
nefle, is empty of theſe treaſures, there grow no Minerals; 
the Veine of filyer and is not to be found there. The 
Soung of God —— DOG the moſt happy — 
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Prras, & manſwras 
paras tibi divitias, 
quzper cot manus 
C——_— trankic- 
runc, 


ſpeake in reſpeR of his Hamanity,that ever iflued outof the 
hands of God, were there any ſuch great matter,or ex cellen- 
cy inriches, had never ſaid of himſelfe: The Foxerhave holes, 
and the Birds of the Ayre bave neſts : but the Sonne of Ia 
hath not where to lay his head, Cou'd a Bearing-mantle of 
doth of gold, an empearled Cradle, delicious fare every day, 
thouſands a yeere, make a man truly happy ; the rightand 
Royall Heire of all things, would never have choſen a Stable 
for his Birth-chamber , a Manger for his Cradle , Barley- 
bread for the entertainement of his Followers, a leſſe fixed 
habitation for himſelfe, then the pooreſt Bird, &c. 

9. The Sunne and Moone are farre more gliſtering and 
glorious, then the burniſht gold of Ophyr : and the pooreſt 
man hath as large a proſp:& and part in them, as the vaſteſt 
Incloſcr, or moſt griping: Vſurer : but much more benefie 
by them, then the rich worldlings by their golden” heapes. 
For he is comfortably warmed, and refreſhed with the influ- 
ence of their heate andlight: but they, if the Divell did not 
hoodwinke them, might ſee every time they looke thereon, 
that ruſt cleaving to their unrighteous Mammon , which 
hereafter ſball eate their fleſh as it were fire, 

10, One Starredoth incomparably exceed in beauty and 
worth agolden earth :- and if thou be truly Gods, and have 
thy foote already upon the Moone, . as thou- oughecſt, thou 
fhalt hereafter tread everlaſtingly upon thouſands of them, 
Diſdainethen in the meane time, to let thy heavenly ſpirit 
doteupon thoſe baſer hoards of ſhining carth, which are 
making themſelves wingsto flye away, as an Eagle toward 
Heaven ; for riches areliketranſitory ſtreames, which poſt. 
ing by the ſide of a City, no man can ſtay, Were it not a 
ſenceleſſe and braineleſſe endeavour and expeRation for a: 
Towne to hop: and affay to keepe with them the haſty cur- 
rent of a mighty River, which none of an hundred Townes 
beforecould hold ?' And doeft thou expeRany conſtancy of 
abode with thee of that thicke clay, which hath paſſed tho- 
row ſo many hands before ?- Neither is-it ſo much thine, as 
theworlds.. A dog followes two men :. itis not —__ 

whom. 
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whom he belongs, untill they beparted. Vponthe arreſt of 
dcath, thy wealth leaves thee cverlaſfingly, and cleaves unto 
the World ; and therefore it was worldly wealth, 

11. Moderation ard conſcionableneſle in getting, may, 
by the mercy of Gcd, draw from his bountifull hand a more 
ſpeciall extraordinary gracious providence and bleſſing up» 
on poſterity : whereas contrary carriage may bringan heavy 
curſe. The Prophet, who was husband to her who came 
crying to Ehſpa for comfort, 2 King,4.1, did feare- God, 
ſaith the Text. W hereby he was happily reſtrained from all 
wicked wayes of gaining,and growing jnto wealth. Durſt he Colizonme exe 
have enlarged his conſcience proportionably to the corrp® itlum fuiſe con- 
ons of thoſe times,and ſhifted his Saileg according to the ſite faneem in ver & 
ting of every wind, as pillow-ſowers urider mens clbowes, quia 6 Teheere 
and preachers of /mooth things are woont ; Ice no reaſon, Joie 34.0% 
but he might have beene advanced to 7ezabe/s table, as well impii Regis,vieus 
as the foure hundred flattering falſe temporizing prophets ; why nn 
and by ſerving the time alſo, have riſen, and enricht both &ery . 
himſelfeand his. But this honeſt man would rather dye in 
dcbr, leave his wife and children in extreme poverty, and ex- 
poſe his two ſonnes as bondmen to the Creditonr ; then to 
put his hand to any manner of iniquity in getting, or to raiſe 
an outward rotten eſtate, upon the cuines and bloody deſola- 
tions of mens precious ſonles. And what followes ? Rather 
then the wife and children of ſach a man ſhall want, God 
will have the Prophet doe a Miracle for their ſupply and come 
fort, as res in the Story, But now on the otherfide, 
Gebaziin the very following Chapter, 2 King.s. will needs 
by Bribing, make himſelfe and his children for ever, And 
what is the iſſue ? Hee puls thereby anhorrible curſe both 
npon himſelfe, andhis poſterity ; The Leproſie therefore of 
Naaman foall cleave unto thee,, aud unto thy ſeed for ever. 
Verſ. 27. Thou haddeſt better then, leave a wallet to thy 
child, to-goe fromdoore to doore ; then a curſed hoard of 
ill gotten goods, 

12, But aboveall, to curbe thine heart from coveton(- 
ueranbupembphy us: CHRIS: 

« ro 


Generall diretFions fora _ 


_———— ——————————— —__— _O—— — —— — » ith. 
—_— #7 "RT ——— 


—_ þ E— - 


to the end. Phil.4.6, 1 Tim.6 9,10. 1am5.1,2,3. Prov.23, 
5. 1 Pet. $.7. | 

VI. Laſtly, concerning a right and comfortable mana» 
ging of our ſpirituall eſtate, apoint of deepeſt conſideration, 
and higheſt conſequence, take notice of two extremes, two 
dangerous Rockes, upon which the ſoule may run, and ſplit 
it ſelfe ſpiritually. 

1. Theone isa prond over-prizing of our owne graces, 

p with a conceited over-weening ſelfe-admiration. 
« Iſta duo occi= 2+ The 2 other, a dejeRed, diſtraſtfull, undervaluing of 
pn mg, at Gods mercics, the promilcs of life, and thoſe graces which 
perverſa pes» Wepolleſle in truth and holy deſire ; though not in that de» 
rot lo. pree wedefire, 

I. Before I can ſcaſonably and preparedly fall upon the 
firſt, to inſtru& punAually, andarme the Chriſtian againſt it, 
with whom I principally deale in this whole diſcourte : give 
me leaveto Hr a myſtery of ſpirituall Selfe-deceit ; by 
which Satan fits preſumpruouſly in che darkned mindes, and 
deluded imaginations of thoſe, whom with his cunningand 
a he hoodwinkes, and hardens to their endlefſe contu» 

ION, 

Many thouſands even under the meanes, and in this glo- 
rious mid-day of the Goſpel,are groundlefſely conceited, that 
they are right, whenas in truth and triall, they are rottenar 
the heartroote; that they are ſure of Heaven, when they are 
as yet moſt certainely of the family of Hell. Neither is this 
any ſtrange thing : ſo deluded were the foolſp Virgins, Mar. 
25.11.13, and foarcall ſuch vatfide Chriſtians : Thoſe, Luk, 
13.26.27. and fo are all, who ſtand onely on the worke 
wrought,& bare tatke of religious duties, without the pow- 
cr of inward holincſſe : T be young man inthe Goſpel, Mat. 
19,20, with that generation, Prov,3z0.1 2. And ſoareall ſuch 
civill Iuſtitiaries: the prowd Phariſe, L1»k,18.11,13, who was 
ſo confident, that he gave God thankes for his blefſed condi- 
tion; when he was but yet a curſed unjuſtified wretch, and 
ſoaxreallof his formall ſtraine : Thoſe, John 8.39, who held 
themſelves robe eAbrahan children ; whereas Chriſts my 
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them, the Devill was their fatber.: Verſe 44, And ſoare all 
thoſe who build onely upon the outward priviledges of 
Cheiſtianitie, without perſonall « puritie : Pas/inthe {tate of 
Phariſaiſme ; and ſo are all thoſe, who wandering our of the 


neſle and furious zcale , above the bankes of Godsblefled 
Booke, and bounds of all holy diſcretion, and will ueeds ſoare 
aloft on waxen wings of ſelfe-conceitednefle, and fici» 
alnefle, to ſtrange and uncouth heights of excellent fancies, 
without havipg ever lajd found foundation in true bumiliati- 
on for fin, and in ſafe-deniall ;/cbe Church of Laodicea,Revel, 
3- 17+ andall ſuch lnkewace Profeſlors. Heoee wee havea 
taſte, what a world of people are wofully blindfolded by the 
Prince of this W orld; and through the iofinaating i (N 
andunexamined deluſion of fpirituall ſelfe-deceir, are put in- 
to a fooles paradiſe, of becingalready fafe and ſecure for Hea- 
ven ;. Whereaz.as yes they are meere 64 wa to the Myſtery 
of Chriſt, and the New creation ; and ſhall bee certainely dam- 
ned, if they {6 continue ; for- that which #4 highly eflcerned 4- 
mane fi men, 14 abomuation in the fight of God, faith Chriſt to 
the {elfe-juſtifying Phariſes; [Lake 16.15. 

And yet ſome ſorts of ynregenerate men are here to bee 
excepted from this generall deluge of ſelfe-delulion ; who lye 
not ſo groſſely inwrappedin the juggling miſts of the devils 

licall glory. Not that they are better then thoſe dela- 
Ones, or have they good aſſurance upen ſoundundecet 
ving grqunds of their ſpizitoall well-being, (for ſuch an ham- 
ble txue perſwaſion, is confined onely to true Conyerts ) but 
it happens by accident, that by reaſon cither of the extreme 
villany of their-livey,, or deſperate, poſitions of their Anti 
chriſtiandoQtine y they ſee deare realons Rand like an armed 
man 4n- their convinced conſciences ;, that if they continue in 
their forlorne courſes, they cannot poſlibly be ſaved ; or faine 
reaſons. & coinediſtinti ſe toexcludeall from 


any infallible certainty of ſalvation. are ſuch as theſe : 
I. own fey org whodeceive ethers,! bat not their 
owne hearts, as Indlas, 
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2. Thoſe notorious Ones ; who in their cold blood will 
not ſticke to confeſle, that they are yet quire wrong, and ut- 
terly wide from the way that 1s called Holy ; and will ſome. 
times ſet a time when they purpoſe to caſt off for ever , and” 
caſheire their ſenſuall courſes, and ſwaggering company, and 
begin at length to look rowards Heaven,and learrie the Art of 
faving their foules ; and in the meane time they make «4 cove 
nant with death, and are at an agrement with Hell, Tſai. 28, 15. 
3- Other ſonnes of Behial; whoſe hearts by their obſti- 
nate wallowing in the workes of darkenefle, _—_— their 
forcheadsby their impugent villanies againſt the face of Hea- 
ven; and with their owne ſoule-murthering hands, and hor- 
rible crucltie preſſing an hot iron upon their conſciences, are 
growne at length into ſuch a prodigious Rocke , that though 
they knew themſelves tobee poſting towards the pitof Hell, 
yet they are ſenſelefle, and fearelefſe of that fiery dungeon. 

- Thoſe, who being convinced of the trath, and good- 
nefl of the Goſpell, and approoving in their judgemegr and 
conſcience, the power and praftiſe of it, as the onely way to 
everlaſting bliſſe ; but then refleing thetr carnall eyes upon 
the furious entifings of their darling finnes, and by the touch- 
ſtone of ſenſe comparing the pleaſures of theſe , which chey 
preſently graſpe , with the ſpirituall ſtrineſſie, and promi« 
fed joyes of the other ; ſtand infinitely unrefolved, and deſ- 
pcrately obſtinate, by no meanes, upon no tcarmes to leave 
the preſent ſenſuall joyes of their earthly paradiſe : bar rather 
choole even in their cold blood, roturne their backes apon 
God blefſed for ever, his holy truth, ſervice, ſervants, and all 
the glory in the World to ceme. And then by good conſe- 
quence, having thus ſubſcribed and ſcaled by-an irrecoverable 
reſolution , and ſworne vaſlallage to bee Satans for ever, and 


Neque dubire, for ever to. ſtand on his fide , receive into their hearts an in- 
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ward certificate, that they are utterly forſaken of God, and 
fhall bee certainely damned- *Whereupon' they turne even 
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young divels; (they ſhall have their perfeRion in hell) boyle 
inwardly with| much malicious blaſphemous rage againſt 
God, whom they have bans with implacable 
ſpite, the bleſſed Goſpell and glorious wayes of Chriff, 
which they have ſo deſperately rejeRted ; and the 
teeth, like ſo many already hbelliſh Fiends, againſt all thoſe 
happy Ones, whom they ſee walke with conſtancy and com- 
fort in that holy way,to innumerable joyes;which they with 
certaine knowledge of their heart , and againſt the cleere 
light of their conſcience, have wretchedly abandoned for 
ver: And ſoſinneagainit the holy Ghoſt. _ 

| $+ The, Papifts allo, as upon the-unbleſſed grounds of 
their Antichriltian dorine , cannot poſſibly build any true 
perſwaſion of being in Gods. favour ; ſo they are bound 
out by the tenour of their hereticall Tenent, from thinking 
it lawfh]l to cntertaine any. unwavering certainetic that 
WAY. mw 
6, Nay further, ſome out of a Phariſaicall pretence of hn- 
militic and modeſty ; but in truth, from the ſecret ſuggeſtion 
of a guiltic conſcience, which miniſters anto them more then 
matter enough of true and jaſt donbting, are notable wravg- 
lers for Papiiticall doubting. 

Thus you ſee, ſome there are alſo, who doe not affure 
themſelves of furure happineſſe, either upon true or falſe 
grounds. Y et I am perſwaded,the greateſt part of thoſe who 
live wighin the ſound of the Goſpell, are ordinarily confident 
withoatcauſe,and ſecure of their ſalvation ; when as in truth 
and triall they have no furer intereft or better claime to the 
Kingdome of Heayen, then the fooliſh Virgins , and the 
__ oy a emma yk whuch- I mentioneda little be- 

& Leta Mini ome great Congregation, wherein 
there are very few Profeſſors, which is no hard thingto finde; 
and where there is no profeſſion , eſpecially the Goſpell be- 


peaceably preached , there can oxdinarily be no power of 
Chibinaiy, ſhewes therc may be,indeed wichrardhmes, 
but not the power of godlineſſe, without viſible appearance, 
as appeares mn the Preparatives a, fay,lethim Rp 
| 4 
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aske the reſt of his people one after another , bee they hun- 
dreths or thouſands, what conceits they hold of themſelves 
for the world ro come? what they thinke will become of 
them after this life ? what their preſent judgement is of their 
ſpiritnall eſtate ? And I thinke he ſhall ſcarce meet with any, 
who will not in ſome kinde or other diſcover ſome ground- 
| lefle confidence ef his well-being that way, Their anſwer 
fb & 74. ordinariy would be to-this purpoſe : We thanks God, we have 
"OO HI”. ageodfanh to Grd wards + Wee have beleeved in Chrift, ever 
fimee we may remember : We hope God will be mercifnt, though 

we be not Scripture men ,' nor ſo forward as others, or ſuch fol. 

lowers of Sermons cc. yet we lotheto be ſaved as well the 

beſt of them all,c5-c, Vpon the matter , and in ſumme:' Wee 

doubt not but wee ſbali goe to heaven, Andif their Miniſter 

ſhould reply : But I pray you tell mee, you thatare fo confi- 

dent, Doe you beleeve, and repent, and make conſcience of 

all your waycs, &c? Yea,would they ſay,with all our hearts, 

elſe ir were pitrie we ſhould live. Whenas, God knowes, it 

isneither ſo nor ſo: their poore frozen fAlintie hearts , never 

yet melted before the Miniſtery of the Word; were-never 

truely/ couched with remorſe for their innutnerable (ines ; 

never warmed with any ſaving worke of the holy Ghoſt ; 

bur ever thus farre, mere ſtrangers to the myſterie of Chriſt, 

(Thoſe that are true of heart, arenot woentto conteſt for 

the integritie, bat ever to complaine of the naughtinefſe and 
h _ untowardieſſe of their hearts.) And' therefore if =_y be- 
Leone 9s COMENOt new men in the meane time, the vaile of their ſelfe- 
mulcitudinem ad-delafion and vaine confidence, will moſt certainely at laſt be 
Quor cfe puraris Frighted and fired from their blinded minds, with hat terri- 
a civitare nolira, tle ghd dreadful doome'; Depart from mee , I know you not. 
a ances, Ciryſoforte i one of his Homilies, to his people of Antioch, 
eſt, quoa <1urus teaching them not to traſt in multitude, ſpeakes thus unto 
_—_— ner them : How many doe yow thinks, ave there in owr citie, which be 
in tot. millibus » 595 the hate of ſalnation? It will vexe which I am abowt toſpeake; 
qui falvenar;, yet 1 will fpeake it There cannot among ft ſontiny thouſands un 
NE pert, D804 be found , which are in thet e + Nay, and I dowbt 
Autinch Hom. 40. Whethev: af theſe, Now had this good Father at the fame 
ere 


time demanded of rhoſe many thouſands beſides, what they 
conceived of themſelves for ſalvation : doe you not thinke 
he wonld have foond then all well conceired of themſelves ? 
Would not they with mach bitternefſe and heate , have exa- 
gitated his cenſure, as too peremptory and unmercifull, and 
beene ready to retort : Howſoever you dote upon the Dil- 
ciples you draw after-you , and onely approove and applaud 
the /oawnites : ( for ſo they were called, becauſe hisname was 
John: ) yet we hope to doe as well as they, and cometo hea- 
ven afſoone as the preciſeſt of thoſe you have im ſo high 
eſteeme. 

Heerethenlet mea little illighten and open m a word, as I 
promiſed, the Myſtery of this ſpirituall Selfe-deccit. 

For which purpoſe know, rhat Satan firſt diſcovers in onr 
corrupt nature and crooked diſpoſitions, a very pregnant 
ground, wherenpon to praiſe this notable impoſture, I 
meane, the originall poyſon of naturall preſumption, where- 
by we are all apt to be fearelefſe and (enfelefle of onr pre» 
ſent ſpirituall miſery ; and hand over-head ro catch at any 
vaine ſhadow of counterfeit confidence for our future wel- 
fare : Secondly , he obſerves in the partie he intends to de- 
lude, the moſt plauſible matter , and ſelfe-plealing apprehen- 
fions, which may make the firtcſt wedizms to mil-inferre a 
falſe concluſion for his fpirituall ſafetie : Laſtly, by ome 
flaſhes of his perſonared Angelicall light, he ſers upon it the 
glimmering flouriſh of a preſurnprocus impreſſion , aud fo 
ſeales upthe deceived ſoule, with the fpirit of ſlamberand 
groandkſle ſecuritie, * LI 

Now the inſufficient matter, rotten grounds, falſe nveds- 
wort 25 ha lor hs he DAR ring 

| cru e, to 
theufands into a pleaſing golden dreunc of —_—— 
ricualt: ſafetic, and SeIfe-deceit ; and into a footes Paradiſe of 
a foule-coozening concluſion, are fach as theſe :-* 
rh wemrsoy a mans ſelfe by himſclfe:  himſelfe pers 
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with divine knowledge : bur yet neither-holy, nor ever true- 
ly humbled. 

2, Comparing himſelfe with others, who are Satans out- 
ragious revellers, in reſpe& of his morall moderation, and 
ſomething more civill carriage. 

3. Arguing Gods ſpeciall love and ſaving favour, from 
his outward proſperous ſtate, and bleſſings in remporall 
things. So the fatting Oxe might thinke with himſelfe, I 
_ farely live ; becauſe I feed in this greene rich Pa« 


4. Concluding from crofles , that ke is a ſo-ne , and not 
a baſtard ; thathe hath his puniſhment here, as they ſay, &c. 
whereas they are but the juſt cffes of Gods ſecret curſe, 
blowing upon his counſels , dealings, and undertakings for 
his covetouſnefſe, unconſcionableneſſe, hatred to bee refor- 
med ; and except he truely turne in the meane time, will 
proove the very fore-taſtes, and pieces, as it were, of helliſh 
torments. 

5. Sometimes, nothing bur ſelfe-love ſerves the divels 
turne, tolocke upa carnall heart in this ſecuritic and cauſe» 
lefleconfidence ; eſpecially in ſome extremely ignorant pco- 
ple ; who cafily beleeve that which they deſire: and haveno 
other ground of their going to heaven, but becauſe they 
would have it ſo. 

6. Common conceits and corrupt Notions, compounded 
of groſſe ignorance,and Popiſh folly ; that a mans good mea- 
nings , and good doings, as they ignorantly ſpeake ; nay, 
and as ſome have ſaid , his day-labour will helpe him to hea- 
ven,and ſerve his turne for ſalvation. And if any of theſe ſot- 
tiſh cavillers be queſtiencd, and challenged for the unſound» 
nefle of his ſpiritual ſtate;he willbe , With abſurd rude. 
nefle and irkeſome clamour , to breake out into ſuch brags as 
theſ2: What tell you mee of theſe high points , or trouble 
me with this new learning ? I was neverasked thus much 
before inall my life, and yet the time is to come that ever our 
Parſon threatned to keepe me from the Communion : I doe 
no man wrong: I pay every man his owne: Iam _ 
thiefe, 
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thicfe, nor drunkard, nor whoremaſter: 1 livepeaceably & 


mongſt my neighbours, &c. I know as much as the Preacher 


can tell mee , though hee preach out his heart : That I muſt 
love God aboveall, and my neighboor as my ſelfe ; and that 
- =_ dnl? _” whereas poore = _ hee is as 

ull of fooll ide, ignorance eneſle, impent- 
tencie, as the kinne will hold, nerdy carriedhood- 
winckrby the devill to hell, without all noyſe, or any contra» 
dition. | 

7. The worke of Gods reſtraining Spirit : Which ſome- 
times by its power and terrour, keepes in,and confines a mans 
inward corruption , that it breakes not ont into ſuch open 
outrages and ourward villanies, as in ſome other wicked 
Ones: and that for the good and quiet of his owne (A 
or ſome other ſecrer ends ſeene, and ſeeming goodto hished- 
venly Highnefſe. Now this reſtraint "by deluſion of the 
devill, and deceit of a mans owne heart, may bee apprekended' 
as a great conqueſt over corruption , and fo a converſion 
thence vainely concladed. 

8. Education ina rcdligious family, thus : Some in ſacha 
place, being onely outwardly warmed withthe heate of holy 
exerciſes about them ; and by cuftome, and for company , 
grown comformable to religions duties with ſome content- 
ment;depart thence with a vaine-glorious conceit & unſound 
perſwaſion,that they arealfo of the right ffampe,becauſe w 
were ſo long amongſt ſpirituall tooles ; and at the fire, whi 
might indeed have truely melted their yet too frozen and 
flinty hearts. Put a Sow into a greene meddow , and ſhee 
will keepe her ſelfe as faire as the Sheepe : bur let her breake 
ont, and ſhee will wallow one in the myre as filthily as 
before : ſo it is with roo many ſuch. 

9. Much knowledge , and noble defence of that bleſſed 
Orrthodoxe Truth which wee profeſſe, without a kindly ſa- 
ving impreſſion of goodiieſe and grace in the heart.” Many 
great mer!, 'and great Schollers,* more is the pirty, are.exa- 
5 wy with this conccit ; they are ſelfe-conceited, char 


bee zealous Patrons , 'and proteRours of trur 
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on, they are ſafe enough for ſalvation ; though, alas ! they 
bee meere {rangers , nay , too many times oppoſitestothe 
power and practiſe thereof. 

10. The benefit of a better nature, and a conſtitution not 
ſoprecipitant and proneto ſome corruptions. For inſtance : 
A man hereby may ſee others ye remorſleſly in the molt a- 
bominable beaſtly finne of drunkenneſſe ; when his heart ri- 
ſeth againſt ſuch ſwiniſh filth : others tranſported with furi- 
ous and fiery paſſions, when as his milder temper knowes no 
ſuch rage : others huntingafter high 19ames , with the haz- 
zard of their foules, and certaine ſhipwracke of a good con» 
ſcience ; when as his ſolitary diſpoſition afteRts retiredneſſe 
and home. Thus when it is many times the infirmity, impo- 
_ , or deformity of nature, or atbeſt, but the naturall 

ration of a better complexion, that diſ-inclines and diſ- 
ables him from the ARting of ſome groſſer-evils ; hee fondly 
conceives, that it is the power and ſoveraigntic of grace, 
which makes the difference betwixt himſclfe and other ſons 
of- Belial, who by natures impetuouſnefle , ate more prone 
and provoked thereunto., 

11. The heartleſſe cffefts of laviſh feare, which ſome- 
times will curbe ſome kind of men from committing ſome 
notorjous ſinnes , and ſpurre them forward to the outward 
performance of ſome holy duties ; yet they, not marking the 
motives, manner, or end ; nattaking to heart at ll the groſle 
exOrbitancy of any of them, but onely cying io the worke 
wrought ; may cauſlcſly be too. well conceited of them(elyes 
and ſocoozen their owne ſoules, Bur let no true-hearted Na 
theneel hcere miſtake ; I know ſome of Gods deareſt Chil» 
dren, who make conſcience of all finne , and to pleaſe God 
in all things, yet indarkeneſſe of their melancholy , or heate 
of temptation, may feare all is nonght with them ; becauſe 
they feare they doe all for laviſh feare. But their feare, iea- 
louſtes, hearty complaints, and holy defires tothe contrary, 
may miniſter comfort enongh, if they will be counſclled, un- 
till they come ont of temptation. 

13. Eventhebleſſed Word of God, miſunderſtood, and 
wretchedly 
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wretchedly abuſed to the devils advantage, and damnation 
of mens ſoules.For inſtance: Some ſucke pdyſon ourof that 
heavenly flower, Kom-10, 13. Whoſorver fball call upon the 
name of the Loyd, ſhall be ſaved : colleing, and concluding 
thence, that if they can ſay, Lord, Lord, though they bee 
meere ſtrangers tothe life of Grace ; yet they ſhall live for 
ever. But fach ſhould know, that every one who in that 
ſaving ſence calleth upon the Name of the Lord, mwſt depart 
from iniquity. 2 Tim 2.19. and muſt ſavingly beleeve, Rom. 
10. 14. Now ſuch a fruitfull faich ever purifies the heart, 
As 15.9.andis inſeparably attended witha glorious rraine 
of heavenly graces, vertwe, knowledge, temprrance, patience, 
odline ſe, brotherly kinaneſſe, charity, 2 Pet.1,5,6,9, T have 
| vor with mine owne cares, that place, Rom, 12. 1. fot- 
tiſhly perverted, to the maintenance of luke-warmeneſle, 
coldneſſe in Religion, and good- fellowſhip : When purity 
in heart, holineſle of life, Vaiverfall obedience, and other 
requiſites to ſalvation have beene prefl=d; it hath beene re» 
plyed- in good cameſt: I pray you, why are you ſo hot? 
what needs all this ? what nceds ſo much adoe, when 4 
reaſonable. thing will ſerue the turne ? Ts tt not ſaid, which is 
your reaſonable ſervice * Now I often wonder what ſuch 
men as theſe meane, who are Proftors and pleaders for this 
Laodicean reſerved mediocrity and politicke moderation in 
matters of heaven * wharworſhipand ſervice they would 
proportion out for the All powerfull God? Doth any manof 
braine conceive, that the mighty dreadfull Lord, and Indge 
of all the world, who offers unto us by rhe Miniſtery, int 
meane time, his owne deare Sonhe, withall the richpurcha- 
ſes of his hearts blood ; and would give u3 the full fruition of 
himſelfe hereafter, with all the glory and endleſſe felicitics 
above, will bebobd off (if I may ſo' ſpeak?) with an heart- 
lefle formall outwardnefle, with a cold rotten carkaſſe of re- 
ligton ” Itcannotbe : He isa Spirit, and muſt be warGipped 
us Spirit and truth, If men will ne<ds harden themſelves in 
bitternefle and blaſphemies, againſt purity and power of 
godlineſle; if they will ſtilt browbeate and beare downe their 
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brethren, for their zeale and fervency in the affaires of God; 
lt them tcare thoſe facred leaves out of Gods bleſſed 
Booke,that ſparkle out unto us the holy fire of forwardnefle 
and hcate, and preſſeupon us punqually power, ſpirit, and 
quickning in heavenly buſineſſes, and the ſervices of onr 
moſt bountifull and ever-bleſſed God ; See Luke 13. 34, 
Rom,12.11- Eph.5.15, Matth,g.29,30,aud 11.121 Cor,g, 
23a Theſ.5.12, Phil,1,10, 

13. A bare ſpeculative oppoſition, and verbal contradi- 
Aion tothe corruptions of the times and controverted cere= 
monies-For I doubt there are ſome, who ſeeing ſome of Gods 
deareſt Children, both godly Miniſters, and other Chriſtians, 
onely out of tendernefle of conſcience, ſtand unreſolved a- 
bout theſe latter ; arc too well perſwaded of themſelves 
{piritually, for a meere boyſterous maſterlike partaking with 
them in that particular z when as they have no partat allin 
their holy graces and humble ſanQification, 

14. An overheady furious zeale in will-worſhip, ſuper- 
ſtitious formes, and ſclfe-conceited ſervices ; As in Pax, yer 
unconverted, and many ignorant Papiſts, not ſo exattUly ac- 

| quainted with Antichriſtian Schoole-points; in the purſuite 

; of ſomercligiousdiſtempers and (piritnallexorbitancies,bred 

| onely in ſome phantaſticall braine, given over, for horrible 

| pride, to ſtrong deluſion ; yet tendered with many Holy pre- 
tences, and repreſentations of higheſt perfetion ; nay ſome- 
times ſeconded with ſtrange revelations and raptnres, the 
meere jogglings of the devils Angelicall glory in mclancho» 
like, or otherwiſe deluded imaginations: and ſo Satan can 
put a Famil/i/ſ} or Anabaptiſt eyen into a trance of imaginary 
Joy. 

_ 5. Serious meditation upon that quickning paſſage of 
Chriſts holy Sermon, of the fewneſſe of thoſe which ſhall 
be faved, ſhould properly and naturally keene our deſires and 
endeavours to a ſingular conſtant contention after an holy 
ſtriAneſſe; forwardneſſe, and fruitfulneſle in every good 
worke, and all the wayes of God; that wee might bee 


ſure to bee in the number of thoſe few : yet by accident 
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it may confirme ſome kinde of mennot ſo notorious, under 
the meanes, yet unconverted, ina falſe perſwaſion of their 
ood eſtate-to Godward, and that thus : Some there may 
of larger capacity, and more underſtanding, who out of 

a contemplation of that great Vniverſall deluge of Turciſme, 
Paganiſme, Indaiſme, and Infidelity, whichat this day doth 
fearcfully overflow the face of the Earth ; ſcarce the fifth 
part whereof now profeſſeth Chriſt : and alſo out of anee- 
rer conſideration of the ſtate of Chriſtendome, wherin Po- 
pery, that foule ſinke and Hydra of all hereſics ; beſides too 
many other exorbitant giddy deviations from the ſobriety 
and analogy of true Religion, and the path which is cruly 
called Holy, mightily prevaile, and damnably empoyſon in- 
numerable ſoules : and which is yetmore, ſccing ſo many a+ 
monegſt thoſe who profeſſe Chriſt truly, I meane, inreſpe&t 
of dotrine, notoriouſly lewd, and prophanely naught ; ſo 
many Atheiſts, Drunkards, Scorners, Swearers, W orldlings, 
&c. And then after this prof _ and _—_ abroad, refle&- 
ing a partiall eye upon themſelves, their owne wayes : 
and ding themſelves inthe boſome of the Charch, and ci« 
villmen ; thinke verily out of their extreme blindneſſe and 
ſpirituall folly, that Heaven wou!'d be anfurnifhed, and unfil 
led, if they ſhould be excluded ; and that it were a diſparage» 
ment to the mercies of God, toranke and arraigne them a+. 
mongſt Turkes and Pagans at that.laſt great Day. But if to 
their civill honeſty, they addea formall profeſſion ;z Why, 
then they thinke, they havea great deale of wrong, if falva» 
tion be deniedthem : then already in conceit they knocke and 
bounce, as it were, at the Gates of heaven for entrance, with 
great boldneſſe and confidencelike the fooliſh Virgins, Ar, 
25-11-and theſe, Mat.7.12; and with the Phariſe, give God 
thankes for their good eſtate to Himward. Alas,poore ſoules! 
Let no man deceive you with vaine words, neither delade 
your owne ſoules with idle fancies. To whomſoever the glo- 
rious Goſpel of Chriſt ſhincs ſavingly, and breathes ſpirituall 


life, they muſt deny wngodlineſſ worldly lufts ;- ive ſobers Tieus 4-11,1 32. 
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vill honeſty never brought any unto Heaven. And every luke- 
warme Profeſſor ſhall certainely bee ſpued out of the mouth 
of Chriſt. 

16, Butamonegſt all the unſound grounds, inſufficient mat- 
ter, and falſe medinmr,” vpon which Satan, andthe deceitfull 
heart labour to ere their rotten buildings of vaine hopes 
in the credulous conceits of thoſe, who are carried hood- 
winkt towards Hell ; all which in the time of triall, and un- 
der therempeſt of Gods viſiting wrath , will proove bur a 


'f* ** Spiders web. They ſhall leane wpon thew bouſe , but it ſhall not 


ſtand; they ſrall holdit faſt, but it frall not endure, I fay, a- 
mongſt them ail, there is not any that doth ſet on the coun- 
terfeite ſeale of this falſe perſwaſion with more peremptori- 
neſſe and confidence, then a concurrence of thoſe excellen- 
cies, perfeions, endowments incident v0 Temporaries, and 
attaincable in ths ſtate of unregeneration; which I have 
touched in my Tiſconrſe of true happinneſſe, and may bee col- 
l:Red from ſuch places as theſe, Matth, 27. 3,4. Mark. 6 20, 

.TLuker3 26.and 18.11,12, Matth, 1 2.5 3.and 25.1,8&c.Heb. 
6.4, 5. ».Pet. 2.20, 22. 

Now theſe and the like, are the unſound, ſeeming, and un« 
ſufficient grounds whereupon the Devill workes; and doth 
caſily by the aide of naturall prefumption , and his owne An- 
gelicall Aaſhes, inſinuate, and inferre his ſoule- coozening con- 
cluſions , and cunningly infuſe the poyſon of ſpirituall ſelfe- 
deceit thus, or jn thelike manner : ( I will give inſtance onely 
in thelaſt ; he is wontalſo proportionably from the reſt, to 
conclude ſuch groundleſſe confidence, and falſe perſwaſions 
ofa good eſtate towards God, ) 

Whoſoever doth with ſome penitent remorſe tremble un- 
der the reverging wrath of God for fin, and ont of that hor. 
ror confeſſeth and mak<eth reſtitution : (and yet ſo did Indas, 
Mat. 27. ) Whoſoever reverenceth a godly Miniſter, heares 
him gladly, and doth many thingsafter his doQtrine : (and yet 
ſo did Herod, Mark. 6.20.) Whoſoeverdoth hold conformi- 
ticin profcfiion with the beſt, &c. (and yerſo did the fooliſh 


Virgins, Mat, 25.) Whoſoever is an hearer of the i 
that 
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that with quickeneſſe, and receives it with joy: (and yet ſo 
doth the ſtony ground, Matth, 13.20.) Whoſoever is able 
to diſclaime groſle ſinnes, gives every man his due, faſteth, 
prayeth, and giveth almes : (and yer ſo did the Phariſce. 
Luk.18.11.12 atth.6.1.)whoſoever is illightned, taſtes of 
the heavenly gift, &c. (and yer ſach may afterward fall away 
irrecoverably, Heb.6. &c. ) is ſure enoughto be ſaved ar laſt. 

But I, may the deluded Phariſe, and formall Profeſſor fay, 
fiade and fcele all,or moſt,or many of theſe in my ſelfe:(For 
what any unregeuerate man hath heretofore attained, it is not 
impoſlible, but that any now, or hereafter, may atraine the 
ſame, 

Ritrefore doth he conclude falſely out of Satans Sophi- 
ſtry, I am ſafe enough for ſalvation, 

And in all this, Satan, leſt he ſhould be wanting to his, la+ 
bours by a lying reſemblance, to imitate the worke of the 
boly Ghoſt, in the _ of = faithfull. m= = which the 
Devill, putting on the glory of an Angell of light, puts u 
on his Follow = in this Find falſcly ronndleſeht; That 
the bleſſed Spirit performes to thoſe, who are true of heart 
truely, and upon good ground. 

For it is not the Vniverſality, and excellency of all natu- 
rall, civill, meerely morall, politicke, and learned endows 
ments, and ſufficiencies : butabove and beſides all theſe, a 
ſupernaturall, heavenly, and ſpeciall worke of the Spirit, ſan- 
Aifying them all for Gods glorious ſervice, Itisnot a bare 
taske of holy duties, religious exerciſes, preſence at the or- 
dinances outwardly performed : but the ſonle, as it were, of 
ſaving grace, animating and informing them with' ſpiritual 
life, reverent heartinefle,and fruitfull improvement. Ir is not 
the gliſtering blaze of a viſible forward profeſſion of Reli- 
gion : but the power of godlinefſe, and ſincere praQtiſe of 
workes of juſtice, mercy and truth. Ir is not a generall parti» 
cipation of the Spirit, the Spirit onely of illumination, or lar- 

lt ſpeculative comprehenfions of ſacred knowledge;but an 
mble, fruitfull,experimentall skill, and dexterity in the my- 
ſtery of Chrilt,and of walking _ wichourGodgwhich 
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doth ſoundly comfort the heart of a man (piritually wiſe, a- 
bout aſſurance of his happy eſtate to Godward. And there- 
forethe true Chriſtian, when he would refreſh his ſpirits with 
the ſweet contemplation of his ſpirituall ſafety, and comfors 
table being in a gracious ſtate, cauſeth his ſincere conſcience 
to anſwer in trath to ſuch like interrogatories,as thoſe which 
I have propoſed for triall in ſuch a caſe, in my Difcomrſe of 
true happineſſe, pag. 85 . &c, Review the place, and ponder 
well upon them, He ordinarily hath recourſe unto, and rims 
over in his mind with an humble raviſhing commemoration, 
the heavenly footſteps,and mighty works of the holy Ghoſt 
in his converſion ; ſpeciall watchfulneſſe over his wayes ; fin- 
cere-heartedneſſe, holy ſtrineſſe, and ſanRifed ſingularities 
in his converſation ; which as they are peculiar to Gods peo- 
ple, ſo arethey myſteries andſtrange things to the belt vnre- 
generateman ; and that thus, or inthe like manner : 

Bleſſed be God, faith he within himſelfe, that ever it was 
ſo, yetſo it was : the holy Miniſtery of the W ord ſanRifed, 
and guided particularly for that purpoſe by the finger of 
God, happily ſeized upon me, while I did yet abide mn the 
armes of darkencfle, and the devils ſnares, a molt polluted, 
carnall, abominable wretch ; and effeAually exerciſed its ſa» 
ving power upon my {oule, both by the workings of the 
Law, and of the Goſpell. It was firſt as an» hammer to my 
heart, and broke it in pieces. By a terrible cutting piercing 
power, it ſtrookea ſhaking and-trembling into the very cena 
ter of my ſoule by this double eff-&. 

I. It firſt opened thebooke of my conſcience, wherein I 
read with a moſt heavy heart, ready to fall aſunder, even 
likedrops of water, for horror of the (ight;the execrable abo- 
minations of my youth ; the innumerable ſwarmes of lewd 
and lawlefſe thoughts, that all my life long had ſtained mine 
inward parts with ſtrange pallutions ; the continuall wicked 
walking of my tongue ; the curſed prophanation of Gods 
bleſſed Sabbaths, Sacraments, and all the meanes of falvati- 
on I ever meddled with. [In a word, all the hels, ſinkes and 
Sodoms of luſts and finne,. of vanitics and yillanies 1 _ 
ICMOTItca 
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remorſeleſly wallowed inever ſince I was borne, I fay,T loo» Jerking of te 
ked upon all theſe engraven by Gods _ 
face of my conſcience,inbloody and burning lines, 2. W here- 
upon in a ſecond place, it opened upon me the Armary of 
Gods flaming wrath, and fiery indignations ; nay, and the ve» 
ry mouth of hell, ready to empty themſelves , and execute 
their utmoſt upon mine amazed, and guilty ſoule. 
In theſereſtleſle, and raging exities, wherewith my 
porre ſoule was extremely ſcorched, and parched with pe- 
nitent paine ; His wrath, who is 4 conſuming fire, wringing working of the 
my very heart-ſtrings with unſpeakeable anguiſh ; Jeſs Goftes. 
Chriſt bleſſed for ever, was lifted up unto me in the Goſpell, 
as an Antitype to the eretingof the brazen Serpent in the 
Wilderneſſe. In whom dying and bleeding upon the Croſſe, 
I beheld an infinite treaſarie of chercy and love ; a boundleſſe 
and bottomleſſe ſea of tender-heartednefle, and pittie; a 
whole heaven of {weetneſſe, peace and fpirituall pleaſures. 
Whercupon there ſprung up and was inkindled in mine heart, 
an extreme thirſt, ardent defires,- vehement longing: after 
that ſoveraigne ſaving blood, which alone could caſe my 
rieved ſoule, and turne my fowleſt finnes into the whiteſt 
= So that in the caſe I then was, had I had in full raſte, 
and ſole command , the pleaſares, profits, joyes and glory 
of many worlds, willingly would I have parted withthem 
all: and had I had a Fouland lives, freely would I have 
laid them all downe ; nay, with all mine heart would I have 
beene content to have lyen for a ſeaſon in the very flames of 
Hecll, to have had the preſent horrour of my confounded 
ſpirit comforted from Heaven ; and my ſpirituall thirſt al 
layed and alittle cooled, but with one droppe of Chriſts 
recious blood ; the darkenefſce,and deſolations of my wofull 
cart refreſht,and revived,but with the leaſt glimpſe of Gods 
favourable countenance. The edge and cagernefle of which 
inflamed afte&ions , made mee caſt about with infinite care 
how to compaſſe ſo dcare a comfort. Then cane into my 
mind, ( the holy Spirit being my mercifull Remembran- 
cer, ) thoſe many melting cnp—_—_ invitations more 
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warming, and welcome to my heavy heart, then many gol» 
den worlds, more delicious then delight it ſelfe, Mar.r 1.28. 
Rev. 21.6. loh.7.37. Iſai.s5.1,a9d 57.19,16. Exck.18.30, 
31, 33, aud 33.11. Sothatat laſt, Obleſſed worke of faith ! 
ſtaying my ſelfe, and reſting my ftnking ſoule upon the Rocks 
of eternity, and the impregnabletruth of theſe ſweeteſt pro- 
miſes, ſcaled witch the blood of the Lord Ieſurs, ard as ſure 
as God himſelfe, I threw my ſelfe into the mercifull and me- 
ritoricus armes of my crucified Lord ; with this reſolution, 
and reply to all terrors and temptarions to the contrary ; that 
if I muſt needs be caſt away, they ſhall teare, and rent mee 
from the tender bowels of Gods deareſt compaſſtons, upon 
which | have caſt my ſelfe ; If they will have me to Hell, 
they ſhall pull and hale me from the bleeding wounds of my 
blefled Redeemer, to which my ſouleis fled. Whereupon I 
found, and felt (and I blefſe God infinitely, and will through 
all eternity, that ever it was ſo,) conveyed, and derived upon 
me from my bleſſed /efs the welſpring of immortality and 
life, a quickening influence of his mighty Spirit,and heaven- 
ly vigour of ſaving grace, whereby I became a new man, 
quite changed, new created. By this virall mooving, and in» 
cubation, as it were, of the Spirit of Chriſt upon the face of 
my fſoule, all things became new : mine heart, affeRions, 
thonghts, words,ations,delights, defires, ſorrowes, ſociety, 
&c. Old things paſſed away, behold, all things become new. 
AndI am ſure my change is ſound, and ſaving ; for it is not. 
1. A meere morall change from notoriouſneſle, to civility, 
and no further, 2. Nor a formall change onely, which addes 
to morall honeſty, outward profeflion, and outſide-comfor- 
mity to the ordinances, holy exerciſes,moſt duties of Religie 
on; andno more. 3. Nor meerely mentall. I meanc it thus : 
(for I know, true repentance is called change of mind, in a- 
nother ſence.) When the underſtanding onely is illightened 
with divine knowledge, guilded over, as it were with the 
dazcling ſplendour of generall graces, not without ſome ſpe» 
culative flaſhes of flecting joy, ſwimming inthe braine n-- 
deed, but notrooted in the heart, 4. Nor temporary ny. 
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ſach as that, Matth. 12. 43- 2. Pct- 220,32. whena man dil- 
continues, and furceaſes from the outward praftiſe, perhaps 
of all grofſe ſinnes for a time : our of terrour ; ſuddaine frighe 
from ſome Sonne of thander ; or upon triall, whether by his 
owne ſtrength, hee beeable ro endure, and digeſt a divorce 
from his darling pleaſure ; and the holy wayes of thoſe 
who walke towards heaven, withont roo much diſcontent 
ment ; ( for without too ſore acruſh to hiscarnall heart, he 
could be content to looke after a crowne of life, and I wite 
himnot. ) Or for ſome other by-end. Butbecauſe his heart 
was not honeſt and good, neither did the Word take an 
humble roote in it, nor him(elfe reſolve upona fincere, gene- 
rall and conſtant ſelfe deniall at firſt, hee falls againe u 

his former vomit, and againe wallowes in the myre of his 
ſenſuall pleaſures, with more rage and reſolution then before. 
5. Nor partiall, where there may bee an outward reforma« 
tion in the moſt things ; bur yet there is (till retained ſecrer 

reſolved reſervation of animpenitent, intire enjoyment of 
all the delights, and full {weernefle of the boſome ſinne: 

which is utterly incompatible, and cannot pofſibly confiſt 
with a truely religious and regenerate ſtate. I ſay, my change 
( I onely, and infinitely magrihie, admire, and adore the free 

grace and love of my molt holy , and ever bleſſed God for 

It ) wasnot onely morall, formall, mentall, temporarie, or 
partiall,in the ſence I have aid : but nniverſall, both inreſpe& 

of the ſubjeR and objeR, as they ſay ; withour all refervati- 

ons, exceptions, ſ{enſuall diſtintions, Pharifaicall impoſture, 
partialities, hypocriſtes, ſcite-delufion. For my teachers have 

rold mee by the rouch-ſtone of his pure and holy truth : 

That every .true change is of the whole man, from the 
whole ſervice of Satan, to the living God, in ſincere obe- 
dicnceto his whole Law , in the whole courſe of our lives : 
That it is diſcernable , and difterenced from all partiall , in- 
ſufficient, hollow , halfe-converſions :' By 1. Integrity of 
change: I mecanc, in all partsand powers of ſpirit, ſoule and 
body : in the underſtanding , judgement, memory, ccnſci- 
ence : inthe will, affections, _ thoughts : inthe eyes, 
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————_—_— : for even as they were members of 
the body ed wholy for Satan and ſenfſaalitie ; 
fonow are they alſo become inſtruments of righteoufnefſe 
unto God. God no monſters, as they ay : a childe 
new-borne hath all the parts of a man, though not the per 
fetion of his growth : So a won wt _ in Chrilt is 
throughly, and -univerfally changed ; not yet a per- 
Gen i Chriſt, 2. Sinceritie of — as well in hug 
and mward parts, as in life and outward carriage. O /eru/alem, 
faith the Prophet, waſ$ thine heart from wickedneſſe, that thow 
mayeſft be ſaved : how long ſpall thy vaine thoughts lodge with. 
in thee ? No externall priviledges of Religion, though never 
{o glorious ; no exaQtneſle of the worke wrought ; no Pha- 
rifaicall formes of devotion ; no outward behaviour, bee it 
never ſoblamelefle ; no coſt or contribations in the ſervice 
of God, will ſerve the turne without ſinceritic of heart, 
Thowgh a mar ſbould come before the Lord with thonſanxd: of 
Ramenes, or tenne thouſands of rivers of Oyle : ſhenld he-give 
hue firft- borne for hu trauſgreſſion, the fruit of his body , for 
the ſinne of his ſonle : frould hee beſtow all his goods to feede the 
poore, and give bi body to be burned : were he able tocompre- 
hend within his braine the whole Booke of God, and with 
the largeneſſe of his underſtanding devoure all that holy 
ſence : ſhould he cate, and drinke upat the Lords Table, all 
the ſanRtificd Bread and Wine ; were hze plunged over head 
and cares inthe Water of Baprtiſme : nay, if it were poſllible, 
waſhed oatwardly from top to toe in the precious blood of 
Chriſt ; yet all this were more then all in vaine, and atterly 
unavaileable , without uprightneſſe of the heart , and purt- 
tie in the inward parts. 3. Spirituall growth. Vnregene- 
rate men at the beſt, grow but m the generalitics , flouriſhes, 
devour repreſentations, and temporary forwardneſſe of for- 
mall Chriſtianity. W bich is like the growth of corne on the 
honſetop; or the ſeede ſpringing our of the ſtony ground ; 
but the honeſt and good heart bringeth forth fruite with 
patience, Spirituall ings there may bee, and ſtandings 
at: a ſtay fora time. Butas good corncin a good ſoyle be- 
ing 
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iog refreſhed after a binding ith aground-ſhowre, 
ſprings up faſter, and more : ſoit is with the ſound» 
hearted Chriſtian, after a dampein grace z to which hee may 
ſometimes be ſubjeR. For bewg rowzed andawaked out of 
ſach a ſtate , by the quickning voiceof a picrcing miniſtery: 

. the cutting ſting of an heavie crofſe, or ſome other ſpeciall 
handof God, hee layes hold upon ws 7s ts er 
with more holy violence then before, and reafterward, 
by the helpe of God, to repaire his former ſpiritualldecay, 
with double diligence in watchfulneſſe, zcale, and heavenl 
mindednefſe, Progrefſe in Chriſtianitie is reſembled to 
thriving of a Child ; which may fall into fickneſle ; -but it *P&-2-243- 
many times prooves a growing : Toamaninarace, Phil.z.1z-14- 
who may ſtumble, and io bur after his riſing takes furer 
footing, and runnes faſter : To the aſcending of the Sunne Prov4-18- 
towards midday, which may be overcaſt witha doud ; bat 
after hee hath recovered a cleare sky , ſhines more brightly 
and ſweetly. 4. Selfe-deniall, Of which, ſee 
before, page 5 2. Hee that would ſoundly comforthiscon» 
ſcience with the true teſtimony of atrue Convert, mult at the 
firſt giving his name nnto Chriſt , and upon his proclaiming 
Warre,and entering theliſts againſt Satan,ſound witha fancere 
heart, the depths of that mentall Principle of Chriſtia- 
nitic, and Chriſts owne holy Rule : If any man ſbal cane of- Manh."15-14- 
ter me, let lum denie bunwſelfe, cc Aſloone as heerefignesup Luke 9 + 
himſelfe to this Royall ſerviceunder the colours of the Lord +33: 
Jeſas, hee muſt preſently inour Saviours ſence, make over all 
his entereſt in liberty, life, livelihood, all carthly pleaſures * 
andtreaſures, without any reſervation, or hee will certainely 
faint and fall off in the day of battaile. The neceflitie of 
_ this rule and reſolution, is intimated unto us 1n two Pa» 
rables, Luk. 14. 28, 31- A manthat will build, muſt count 
thecoſt beforchand, and make ſure of meanes wdefray the 
charge. Otherwiſc to begin , and notable to make an end ; 
were but to lay a ground-worke of his diſgrace and ſcorne, _ 
inthe lofſe of his ceſt and paines. A Prince which would 
wiſely make warre, — — — om 
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and dexterity to diſcover his enemies ſtrength ; otherwiſe to 
bid himbattaile, were but to incenſe him more, and thruſt 
a title into his hands, to defeate him of all hee hath. Hee 
that ſeriouſly ſcts himſelfe toſecke Ged in truth, and to 
fave his ſoale indeed, mult caſt ap his reckonings before- 
hand, what will be requiredat hishands, and conſult with his 
owne heart, whether he be willmg to forgoe all ſuch content- 
ments, hopes, pleaſures, preferments, worldly comforts which 
are incompatible with a good conſcience, and the path 
that is called Holy : and to endure all thoſe troubles, and in- 
dignities from the angry world, which ordinarily are wont 
to crownethe heads of all Chriſts Souldicrs ; elſe moſt cere 
rainely he will ſhrinke in the wetring. Hee myſt reſolve by 
the invincible nobleneſle of his Chriſtian courage, to digeſt 
the hate and oppoſition of deareſt friends, neereſt kindred ; 
the raylings, and reproaches of men molt abje&t and con- 
eemptible, in reſpeA of thoſe whom they revile : he muſt be 
content to become the drunkards ſong, table-talke to thoſe thas 
fit in the gate, and the by-word of baſelt men, viler then the 
earth, cc, Ina word, he muſt prize, and preferre his \weee 
teſt Saviour, His twth, cauſe and ſervice infinitely before the 
whole world. 

- Now befides my bleſſed change thus qualified , and this 
glorious workeof the Holy Ghoſt upon my ſoule; by the 
helpe of God, I have ſtood at the ſtaves end with the darling 
pleaſure and minion delight of my former damned time ever 
ſince I was new borne : I have cyer ſince made conſcience of 
all ſinne, and to performeall holy duties : I have had reſpe&t 
to all GodsCommandeiments, and all his O:dinances : I have 
loved dearely my bleſſed Lord, and all things that belong 
anto him;His Titles, Attributes,Creatures,workes of Iuſtice 
and Mercy ; His Word, Sacram-nts, Sabbachs, Miniſters, 
Services, Children, Prefence,Corr tions, Comming : 1 have 
ſince delighted in the Saints, the oncly excelent Ones upon 
earth, whom Theartily hated before ; 1 have dayly, with as 
great carneſtnefſe and fervency, as my poore dall heart could 
poſſibly, complained, and crycd- unto my God in Prayer 
againſt 
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againſt mine owne fines, paſſionate diſtempers, rebellious 


riſings,the malice of Satan,the allurements of the world,cor- 
ruptions of the times, the cruelties of ſtrange injetions and 
horribletemptations, my many and often faylingy, frailties, 
and imperfeRtions. Vpon due and impartiall examination,” I 
have happily ridde mine hands of all that confuming pelfe, 
which any way crept into mine eſtate,by wicked and wrongs 
full meanes in the dayes of mine iniquity. (For ſcarceany man 
in the ſtate of narare, but deales fal(ly in one kindor other. ) 
I have defired and endeavoured to adome my profeſſion, as 
well with workes of juſtice, mercy, and truth,as by the oat» 


wardadts of piety : Herein [ have exerciſed my ſelfs , to have Ads 4. 16. 


almayes a good conſcience, voyde of offence, toward God and to« 
ward man, Cc. 

Andin all theſe paſſages and particulars, both of my con- 
verſion and converſation, had I onely repoſed upon the out- 
ward at, and reſtedin the worke wrought, I had utterly 
fainted, and beene quite undone inthe day of adveſity. But 
ruth of heart was the touchſtone, and ſincerity is the finew 
of all my affurance and comfort this way, 

I have beene, T confeffe, yer full fore againſt my will, and 
the hearty deſire of my ſoule, haunted, and hindred in paſ- 
ſing thorow thepangs of my new birth, and managing my 
Chriſtian buſinefſes ; with the violent intrufion, and inſinua- 
ting mixture of many imperfeRions, diſtractions, temprati- 
ons, wants, weakenefles, infirmities, and failings ; - privy 
pride, ſecret hypocrifie,diſtruſts,anddeadnefle of mine.owne 
naughty heart, I was mach wanting, by reaſon of the na- 
turall rebellion of mine hard heart, to thoſe workings of the 
Law and Goſpel mentioned before. I have come farre ſhort 
of that ſorrow for finne,which I defired,and of that heaven- 
ly-mindednefſe in performing holy duties which was re- 
quired. But then I have from. time to time grieved,; ' and 


- groanedunder thoſe too many frailties anddefects, as under 


an heavy burthen. I have many a time bitterly bewailed 
them in ſecret » chey have made mee walke more humbly 
before my God, and towards men. I have continually com- 
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ſincerely defired, and endeavoured after al! thoſe meanes 
which might reſtraine and mortific them, and made conſci- 
ence to diſcover and decline their unwelcome inftwations, 
and ſo I havegone on ſtill in the holy Parh, with ſincerity of 
heart, and in obedience unte God ; ſtill upholding mine heart 
with conſideration of the ſweet and mercifull diſpofition of 
my deareſt heavenly Father, who ever, if the heart be upright 
and truely humble, takes the will for the deed ; and accepts ma 
according to that which we bave,and net according to that which 
we have not. And therefore Iam moſt ſure ( neitherby the 
helpe of God, ſhall all the devils in hell drive me from this 
hold) that they are all buricd for ever in the rightcons and 
meritorious blood of my bleſſed Saviour. And fo I hold up 
my head ſtill againſt all contradition of carnall reaſon, natu- 
rall diſtruſt, Satans cruell fi ions; being welaflured ; 
That hearty homiliation, and grieving under weakenefle in 
well-doing, is as true a fruit of ſanRification, and marke of 
true converſion ; as ſpirituall ability todoe well. It isnot ſo 
much the muchneſſe and quantitie, as the truth of grace, not 
ſo much the exaAneſſe of the outward att in performing ho» 
ly duties, as ſincerity of heart, which qualifies a broken heart, 
for comfort in the promiſes of lite, andaflorance of Gods 
love. Though I know well, there was never any who taſted 
truely grace, but he fincercly thirſted and endeavoured after 
more. Never did any man well in the worſhip and ſervices of 
God, who did not bewaile his wants and faylings therein, 
and truely deſire and labour to dee better. It is the 
of Pharifes and formall profeſſours, to conceive / 2 they 
are ſpiritually rich enongh already,and have need of nothing : 
but the better the worm is, the more ſenſible heis, and 
heartily complaining of his ſpiri ertie, heart, 
and enenifold imperfections x TTY 
Heere cotken may wee ſce in this diſconrſe of the true 
Canvert, comforting himſelfe im the point of his ſpirituall 
eſtate ; other kind of fiaife, fincere matter, ſounder grounds, 
more ſpeciall workings of the holy Ghoſt ; then any one of 
the 
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the fore-mentioned deluded Ones was ever praftically and 
experimentally acquainted with. Neither is thisall. The true 
Chriſtian hath yet more noble , immediate, and demonſtre- 
tive evidences, to ſtrengthen his heart in the aſſurance of 
Gods everlaſting love unto him through Chriſt, and preſenc 
poſſeſſion of his favour. For ( with ſubmiffiontobetter 
$, and the ſpiritof the Prophets) I conceive that 
a ſancified man way bee affured of his ſpirituall fafery, and 
ſound eſtate to Godward divers wayes. 

2. By the — act of interrall Viſion. Wee : Cor-2-13- 
havereceived, faith the Apoſtle, wot the ſpirit of the world, but 
the Spirit which 4 of God, that we might know the things that- 
ere freely groen tows of God, that is toſlay, {ay our Conntry- 
men of Rhemes, Chrifts Incarnation, Paſſion, preſence wm the 
Sacrament , and the incomprehenſible ioner of Heaven, But 
it iscleare in the Text, that the Apoſtle ſpeakes of all the 
gifts generally that are given us of God, whither ſerver the 

ent of compariſen , that as a mans ſpirit teacheth him 

to know all his thoughts that are in him, at the leaſt, in ſome 
meaſnre : ſo alſo the Spirit of God teacheth the beleevers to 
know all that God hath given them. Hee doth not ſay, that 
we know Gods gifts ; but-that we know the gifts that God 
hath givenunto us. See furtherto this point and purpoſe, 
1.loh.5.13. 2-Tim. 1. 12. By a fecretand facred irradiation 
of the = of faith, the ſanified _ is aſcertained of = 

onall and particular dependance , reliance upon 
= iſes of life, and Gods mercies through Chriſt,by which 
i knowes it hath ———_— 3. 36. c_ Quim-cered #4, 

As certainely as heet 8 corporall eye, knoweth that rus eff. 
bee ſeer: ſo macdadi hoo ches S-0fnninad with the Light tovic fs tndere' 
of faith, knowethrhat he beleeverh. The glorious {pendonr of **<<:19 is ant 


| lumine, no- 


ba Pater pomefta- 
I know a Doom 4 
14-16, 
Redeemer, 5 
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Redeemer, lifted up as an Antirype to the brazen Serpent. 
for the everlaſting care of my wounded conſcience, and reft 
upon him,and yer know no ſuch thing? *—a 
Hcare how clearelearned Auf 1s for this internall viſt- 
-ntinoſt:s 6. ON- * Owr faith, ſaith hee, 1 conſpicuors to onr owne mae. 
a —_ = =. b Faith it fi 14 ſeene im the minde gjrrnkr that which 14 be- 
cuactt, EVfe112. loeved by faith, it iroifible. 0A man holds his faith by moſt cere 


CAP, TI. 

bFides pla mente taine knowledge, and plame atteſtation of conſcience, 4 Every 
My mans ſees his Faith in himſelfe, ec. Even © Durand, taking 
c Eam hdemre- tpon him to expound one of thoſe paſlages in the forc.cited 
nul, ch—_ an place of A#»ſtin,tels us: That he which hath faith, ts ſo certame 
conſcienct'a. De that hee hath it , as hee 1 of any other thing : for hee that be- 


Trinitate.l 1.c.1% 


d Suam 1our owF Leeves, feeles that bee beleewves , and by conſequent that hee hath 


ng. " aPud {15th and there 1s nothing more certaine then experience , Oc. 
Ipium videts in M - . me 
akerowem cre. * Yegaes words alſo in the Councell of Trent,ſoundthis way: 


7 cſle cam, non «4s hee that ts hotte, 14 (ure he 14 ſo, and ſronld want ſencs, if hee 
miuscredit,quan- Morebred : ſo hee that hath grace in him, doth percerve it , and 
—_ ol M2 cannot doubt ; yet it # by the ſenſe of the minde , net by divine 
Pcrari (oler fides revelation. 


Toid _—_ onem Ob. Butiftheſe things be ſo, how comes 1t to paſſe, that 
« ded vulk dicere, Godgdearelt children complaine ſomerimes , that they have 
Ka cen ef (© NeIther fightnor ſenſe of their faith ? 


Ka Certus elt fc 


habere fide, ficus exp. I ſpeake of that which is ordinary, nct ever. The 
certus C!t de quo. . . . A * 4 . 
cunque alio: &.«. SUNNE IN a cleare 8kie diſcovers and manifeſts it ſelfe with a 


«ens enim experi- witnefſe ; though ſometimes it bee over-caſt with clouds, 
r Ee CrevEre, 


per conſequens ha Or eclypſed with the Moone. This heavenly lampe of Faith 
vere fidem: n'- ſhines, and ſhewes it (elfe clearely enough to the ſanctified 


hil autem eft Cer» 


tis experenta , Neart,, inthe calmeneſſe of a Chriſtian courſe, and ſereni- 
lam bt rel0- tie of the ſoule; eſpecially freſhly cleared, and purged 
r 


uto al.orum , u 


habeatur plenior With ſhowerszas it were , of penitent teares : though in the 


55 0---D. dampe of ſpirituall deſertion, darkenefle of ſome ſtronger 
* Hiforie of te temptation , eclypſe of carthly-mindednefle, it may lye 


le Ix hid and obſcured for a time. And yet for all this, if 


FFormat fibi Ido- Chriſtians would be counſelled , and beleeve the Prophets : 
IE they would not under-value Gods infinite mercie , by 

Ant 4h - . nd and 
& terrivilem, qui ſooking upon him __— a {laviſhly deze and me» 
Sers.38-caur, lancholike humour , * which is woont to repreſent him 
As 


%, 


comfortable walking with God, 


———_—_ 


Lc —————_—_— 


as terrible, fierce, and inexorable ; whereas in his owne na» 

ture and ſweeteſt diſpoſition, he is inde&d ever moſt compaſ- 

fionate, tender hearted,and melting over the bleeding miſeyjes 

of a truely broken heart : I Gay, if they would not thus mi- 

ſtake, but conceive aright of that moſt adored myſtery and 

bottomelefle depth of his free love, Hoſ.14. 4. Exek.,16. 8. 

lere.31.3. Cant.2.4, Toh.3.16. and 17.23, they might, even 

in times of deſertions, temptations, ſpirituall afflitions of 

ſoule, ſweetly uphold their hearts with aſſurance of * Ad-, . .. 
herence, though for the preſcat they want the aflurance of Sint» certitudo 
Evidence. For ſuch an aſſurance is intimated, P/al. 22.1. and ont, Ker 
42.5.11.4ud 43.5, For inſtance; many a faithfull ſoule, tiz. The Seine: in 
making conſcience of all ſinne, ſincerely following the beſt 1g ih err. 
things, reſolved without reſervation todo or ſaffer any thing ticudinen adba- 
for Chriſt, would give a world to be ſenſibly aſſured of God hey dans an 
favour, and fully perſwaded that his ſinnes were pardoned. ttudinem eviden= 
By reaſon of the want of ſenſe and feeling whereof, he {1+ - A 
viſhly languiſhes upon the racke of tormenting feares and =. ver will 1 
terrours, utterly without all cauſe ; neither onely fo, but $8.25-Outofthe 
thereby alſo gratifying the devill, diſhonouring Gods free 7+ hare I 
mercy ; diſabling humſelfe for a comfortable diſcharge of 0 Lord,Px30 1: 
both his calliogs ; and that which he little thinkes on, lying 7775 79/e be ma# 
in the ſinne of not receiving comfort, and of not accepting the Athenian dis, 
his owne proper legacy which Chriſt left him, 7obn 14.27. 3 fnnkgal rf 
For in the meane time his heart doth cleave unto Chriſt,as to *=41;, «xd one » 
the ſureſt Rocke. Hecries, and longs after him, and would air. Fr ho 
not part with him for all the world : He would infinitely #* 3 «*4 bub be- 
rather have his body rent from his ſoule, then his Cule from Tack be _ 
his Saviour. Aske his aff:&ion and reſolution this way ; Þ*4* tre Ciri- 
and for all his feares and ſorrowes, hee will tefl you, that T7 mn 
he will ſtill reſt and relye upon his Lord , and ever-blefſed 7riidtion, c 
Redeemer, ter him doe with him as he pleaſe; hee will truſt a | 
in him, though he kill bim. Now the internall viſion, con 92nd. Froecter 
ſciouſneſſe, reflexed aR, that I may ſpeake in the phraſe of ts bs Chriſtian 
the Schooles, of this fincere adherence unto Chriſt, and 482996, ©1b-3- 
thoſe exceeding precious promiſes of life, ſealed with his "© 

Blood, might,nd ought to afſere him of the everlaſizngfiſo- 


tie 
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Tohn 3-16, 


ty and happineſle of his ſoule ; and ſo by conſequent, to com- 
fort him infinitely more, then if he had the Crowne of the 
whole worlds ſoveraignty ſetupon his head.Tuſtifying faith, 
which gives infallible intereſt to etervall life, is not (to ſpeake 
properly and panRually ) to be aſſured of pardon ; but to 
truſt wholly upon the mercy of God through Chriſt, for par» 
don. If thereariſe queſtion in thy fearefull heart about thy 
ſpirituall ſtate ; ſenſe and fecling is no ſubſtantiall ground 
whercon to build, beirg a ſeparable accident to the graces of 
ſalvation ; but the truth and tender-heartedneſſe of Chriſt, 
in the promiſes which can never faile, being as ſureas God 
himſclfe. If ſome wrangling fellow ſhould lay claime unto 
thy land, thou wouldeſt not in ſach a caſe and controverſie 
couſult with an ignorant neighbour ; hee perhaps out of his 
weakenefſe and want of skill, might raiſe doubts and dane 
gers where there were none , and put thee intoa preater 
fright ; but thou wouldeſt have recourſe to ſome learned ar 
the Law, who underſtandingly ſearching and ſurveyirg thine 
Evidences, and finding no flaw, would put thee out of all 
feare. Whcenin time of temptation thou art terrified and 
aftrighted with renzwed fcruples and diſtrations about thy 
ſpirituall well-being ; doe not in any wiſe adviſe with carnall 
rcaſon, which is ſtarke blind in the myſtery of Chriſt ; much 
lefſe withthat evi{ ove, who is a {\worne enemy to thy ſoule, 
and father of lyes. They may tell thee, thou halt no ſenſe, no 
feeling, therefore all is naught ; but tothe Word, and to the 
Teſtimony ; let thy trembling heart cleave to the impregrable 
truth of thoſe ſweeteſt promiſes; Matth.11.28,Kevel.21.6, 
Teh.7.37-1/a.s 5.1. &c, and thou art ſafe for ever. For amore 
full impreſſion of this comfortable point, 1 would have you 
to refreſh your memories with a reviſe of thoſe foure eſtates 
of faith, which I have heretofore diſtinguiſhed, upon pure 
poſe for the weakeſt 'Chriſtians ſake ; and know, that the 


reflexedaQ of the loweſtdegree and leaſt meaſure then men» 


tioned, might upon good ground, if hee doe nor wilfully 
and wickedly refuſe to be comforted, fall his wm as 
full wich unſpcakcable glorious joy, as the Sunne is light, 


— 
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and the Sea of waters. Theſe things laid together and well 
weighed, may confe& a precious and ſoveraigne Antidote, 
againſt theſlayiſh terrours, cauſclefle feares, and heavy wal. 
king of many which are true of heart,diſtreſſed in conſcience 
about their ſpirituall ſtate : who while they labour, and long 
with inſatiable greedinefſe (and I blame them not) for a ſen+ 
ſible aſlurance, and feeling apprehenſion of Gods favour ; 
doe too much negleRand diſregard that comfort which their 
faith might affoord them upon good ground, in that, not- 
withſtanding their preſent diſtrating amazements and per» 
plexity of ſpirit, they are able ſtill to commit their ſoules un- 
to Chriſt, as afaithfall Redeemer , and their ever/aſting 
ſtrength, 

In this point, I havelet ſome paſſages fall by the way, 
which may ſerve to diſcover and diſſolve the vanity and 
weakeneſle of that Di/emma, wherein Bellarmine playes the 
wilfull egregious Sopiſter : it runs thus : - 

The Proteſtants teach, faith he, that a man # juſtified b 
ſpecial faith, whereby hee perſwadeth himſclfe, that hee 14 inf. 


am juſt, 1 am either juſt or =njuſt. If juſt, then I am not juſti« 
fied by faith, by which I beleeve my ſelfe tobe juſt, becauſe this 
faith #4 after my juſtification. If unjuſt, then this faith 1» falſe, 
and ſo a man ſhould be juſtified by a tye, 

To this horned Argument we anſwer thas : There are 
ſundry aQt of ſpeciall faith: for my purpoſe at this time,take 
notice of two. 

I. A fiduciall afſent, reſting upon the merit of Chriſt, an 
affiance, dependance, adherence, reliance, or if there be any 
other word expreſſing that a of an humbled ſoule, whereby 
it caſteth and repoſeth it felfe onely apon Gods promilſe in 
Chriſt, for the obtainingof remiſſion of ſinnes , and everla- 
ſting life. In this aR, the poore ſoule illightned and affrigh- 
ted with fight and ſenſe of its ſinne and miſery, and ſeeing 
an infinite impoſſibility of ſatisfying God for the one, or 
freeing it ſelfe from the other, by any meanes or meritin hea» 
ven/ or carth:;: but onely by the propitiatory mediation of 


Bell. de notis Ec- 
clelie , cap- 11, 
$e&. SeRtarii no- 
Now then he reaſoneth thus : hen [ begix to beleeve that I ftritemporis.] 


Teſus- 
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Teſus Chriſt : it throwes it ſelfe mto his armes, graſping faſt 
about him, hides it ſelfe in the clifts of this Rocke, from the 
ſtormes of Gods fierceſt and fiery indignation, apprehend 
in him plentifull redemption, and all ſufficiencie of ſalvation; 
and therefore plyes him with ſtrong cryes and teares for mer- 
cy ; beſpeakes him in all tearmes of confidence and affiance : 
ey Lord, and my God, my hope , my fortreſſe, my rocke, 
my firength,mey ſalvation ; ſave me, or I finke ; hold mee faſt, 
@r Iam loſt forever. You may ſce ſometimes alittle infant, 
upon apprehenſion and approach of ſome ſudden danger, 
how heartily and haſtily 1t runnes into the mothers armes 
for ſuccour and ſafety : even ſoa truely wounded ſoule, pur- 
ſuedby the terrours of the Law,and frighted with the dreads 
full fight of Gods mm countenance,flyes with ſpeed in« 
to the boſome of its bleſled Redeemer , clings inſeparably 
unto his bleeding wounds for cverlaſting proteRion ; and 
there reſts npon the freeneſſe of his Love, merit of his Paſ- 
ſion, and truth of his Promiſe, as upon a Rocke of Ererni- 
tic, neverto bee remooved : nor the concurrent rage of 
all the Divels in hell, or powers of darkenefle, bing ever 
able to make a divorce, By this a& wee are accepted for 
Juſt before the Throne of Grace, for Chriſts ſake and ſuf- 
ferings. 

2. An a of certification, which quickned by the Spi- 
rit of Grace, when God pleaſeth for his owneglory and good 
of his Childe, refle&eth upon the ſoule with a comfortable 
aſſurance that wee are already in the armes of Chriſt, and 
His for ever. The leaſt glimpſe whereof, a true heart would 
not exchange for all the Kingdomes upon earth, The firſt at 
makes us juſt : The ſecond hnds us juſt ; and fo certifies tru- 
ly ; notby alye,as lying — and Satans Sophiſters 
calumniate: It is the ſaying of an excellent Divine, bath for 
depth of leaming and height of Holineſſe,7o beleeve that my 

finnes are now pardoned , and that I am ſaved: this ts not the 

firſt alt of faith, but followes when now a man doth ſee himſclfe 

to be juſtified in Chriſt, 

2. By a ſecret application of the promiſes of the Goſpel, 
+. _@ 


_ & 
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in forme of an * experimenrall Syllogiſme, thus : © $ ui Gli tha 

Wholoever belecvesand repents, .isthe Child of God: ij, "\ic @ 
Bur Tbeleeve and repent, thereforeTam the Child of God, Civitum Icſun 

The major or firſt propoſition, is cleareand evidentin the j, zip >. od &- 
very letter, and by he. nnadion fenſe of Scripture. See rin c9p-1 3: 5+ 
ohm 3.36. Ai110.45.8&13. 39, &c. |, 

But how doe you know the muxor, or ſecond propoſition 
to be certainely ſo ? ; | 

By the certainty of irflernall viſion, whereby weas dearc- 
ly ſee our faith, 23 otinfife, will, thought, knowledge, ce; 
as appeares in the forecited place of dafvr. In his opint- 
on, I ſay, Faith is as viſible to the-internall eyeof a fancifi» 
ed minde, as is a mans life and will : Nay, and weare woont 
to diſcerne with 2 ore cager eye and obſervation a Stran» 

r, then an ordinary Domeſticke, Our life and will are in- 
bred, aigh isadventitious.' -By the teſtimony of a-renewed ©—@ 
conſcience;- which is as a thouſand witnefſes. Now had Ia Conferenn® Pr 
—_ boneſt wineby mw nt wars upright tr = 
Indge, to proove my cauſe,, and juſtifie my right again + nay The 
out-faci Std perjurics of a Knighe of the Poaſt; a5 they ram TribimalN- 
ſay, wel knowne to bee an infamous ſtigmati - 7 
and murtherer ; 1 would little doubt but to get the day. 
It is proportionably ſo in this preſent point ; I meane, be- 
rweene my regenerate illightned conſcienceand Satan. Nay, 
in this caſe, ſhould all the Devils in Hell ſweare the contrary, 
did camall reaſon, naturall diſtruſt, or any other adverſary 
power, cavill and contradict withnever ſuch irkeſome tedi- 
ouſneſſe ; yet by the mercy of God, I will not. withſtand 
that heavenly. light ſtanding in my conſcience like an armed 
_ I will never take away mine innecency fron my (clfe, wneill 
[ aye. | | T9S FN 

But how doe you know,that yon truly beleeve ? We may 
know, perhaps, that we have ſome kind of faith; butnot 
that we bave the truelively faith, ; which will ſervethernme 
for ſalvation. ©. #f 21406 SOT | 

I anſwer':” Saint Paw! bids us try, and proove our ſelves 
mankerwolave ag Fall by WER CH GIRGES 
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hearts, which is the faith of ſuch as are accepted with God, 
2 Cor.13 5. Now it were ſtrange, if the bleſſed Spirit ſhould 
bid us examine and ſearch for that, whichcould not poſſibly 
be found our. 

Againe, if a man cannot be certaine, that he belecves with: 
all his heart, that is, truly and fincerely ; Philips interrogarory 
tothe Exnuch, Att. 8.37, hadbeene in vaine,and the Eunuchs 
reply raſh and unadviſcd. 

-. Anſtinwoas cleerely of this mindy-that a man may be ac- 
it quidam mo- quainted with the fincerity of: his faith. * There #, faith he, a 
®oloriandi,vt —_—_ bend of. glorying i” the conſcience, when 11908 buoweſt thy faith 6s 
1; idem tum ©l* Focere, thy hope certaine, thy love without diſſemb ling, 
:is eſſe ſpem ruam But many, fay they, belceve, andare deceived ; thinking 
certam , "9*7's they have that which they have not ; How then cana man' 


charmatem tuam 


elec fine difldenuls. be certaine ? RY 
none In 7,414 Anſwer. So thouſands amovgſtus,'by the falſe peRacles 
of preſumption, waking the bridge of Gods mercy broader 
then it is, and larger then his trath, which confines it onely to 
broken hearts; are wofully deluded, and ready every moment 
tobe drowned in the dungeon of fire and brimſtone : tiſt 
therefore thoſe few who are ſincerely humbled for their fins, 
truly beleeve,and npon good have part.init,bealſo de- 
ceived?Becanſe mad men,and men aſleep, know not well that 
they are aſleepe, and rage; muſt therefore men truly waking, 
and wiſe, not know certainely they are awake, and in their 
wits > The common people generally conceive of the Sans 
magnitude,thar it isnot paſt a foot round; mult thereforethe 
certainty of knowlcdge,that it is many times biggerthen the 
carth;be denycd to the slcilful Aſtronomer? Some men dreame 
that they arerich,” ramble th:mſelves acongit their golden 
heapes,and it is not ſo indeed when they awake; dothno'man 
thereforecertainey know whether heberich or no ? * 
Fidem ſaam quiſ- ® Conceive proportionably of repentance, an inſeparable 
gue qui eam b4- companiory andeffctt:of trac faith, which 4s then ſaving, 
de fuo, & tener certiſſimd (cientid, & chamance conſcieatl, dicence Anguſtino Prode & refpdcen 
Ee ee Ee ei lore cortly & Iptrum Dei rag reMſeaptls Spirit noſro, qual ms 
@bi Dei, Rom 3.16 Pas; UAD TATE TT * $0? when 


- 


comfortable walking with God. 
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when it is ſerious, ſincere, and without hypocrifie ; and that 
may be manifeſt and cleerely diſcerneable to the heart that 
hathirt. Doe you thinke, the ſeriouſneſſe of the Ninivitesre- 
pentance was not certaine unto them? we have. received the 
Spirit of God,faith Paxl,that we might know the things that are 
freely given us of God,which are not onely life everlaſting,&c. 
but juſlification,ſanRification,ard ſuch like. I ay,ſavingneſſe 
of repentance, as of faith, conſiſts not in the meaſure and 
muchneſſe ; but inthe ſincerity and truth, of which the true 
penitent may be certaine, as well as of his ſorrow, Butnow Richar. Palud; 


whereas the Popiſh DoCtors being blind guides, leade their Amy dere, 
hocd winkt followers jnto ſuch perplexed mazes of uncer- to conrition; Sum- 
rainties, and jndeed impoſſibilitiesabour contritiop,inceipeRt Man eg orgy. 
of extenſion, intenfion,appretiation,cquivalence to ſmnne ; ng aliter. 
Scotus and (is fol- 


marvell though they pleade pertinaciouſly for the point; and j,ver;. cenan in 
purgatory of doubting. | - texcionem ſol 


3. By the eff:Rs and fruits growing from the roote of 5:4. & vale. 


grace inthe heart. a; Sammum dolo. 
" rem appreciative. 


But there may be'in the bypocrite, an exaRt outward CQt® 31.ercty thoſe L:- 


formity ard obedience... . | _- ho —_ 
I anſwer : True it is, that for the outſide and carkaſfle,as it 4d 0ne-,9fwoting 
were,the workesof unſanRified men,may be like to thoſe of 53d mitiy. en 


the rache o 
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I am trati{lated from death tg life, | 
But is it poſſible for a man to know that he loves his Bre- 
thren as he ought, and as the Apoſtle requires ? 
Saint Jobw makes it a our being ſo tranſlated;there» 
fore it may be knowne- —_— eſting —_— 
2 


EE 


"Conerall direltion; for « 


326 


4. — 


—_ 
—_— 


aces a.” 

; enim novie maſt rhegn(clves be more manifeſt. And Auſtin tels us, rhat 

diligh, qaien Hos 4 man knowes more the love with which he loves then bu brother 

trem, quem dibgit. whom he lover. 

gs Trmiaredd 3. Thas may the Chriſtian infallibly colleRt, the ſanRifying * 

Spirit, juſtifying Faich, faving Grace to dwell in his heart, by 

all goods deeds, boly duties, inward or ontward fruits fprin= 

ping froman upright heart. For as it followes, and may bee 

tferred infallibly and demonſtratively from the effet,to the 

proper cauſein other thinges: For example : It is day ; there». 

fore the Snnne is riſen, becanſe day carmot be cauſed, bur by 

the Sunnes riſing : ſo in this point alſo explained as before. If 

we purſue and ply with true hearts the whole Trade of Chri- 

ſtiavity ; Tf webe ſincerely exerciſed in the workes of ho- 

lineffe, juſtice, mercy and rruth, and walke humbly with our 

God ; wee may build upon it, that we are truely bleſſed. All 

ſuch ſound fruits of Faith, are evident fignes and demonſtra- 

2 Petz.1 — tionsof our fpirituall ſafety, and ſtanding faſt for ever. If ye 
doe theſe things, faith Peter, ye ſpall never ſal. 

4By tht teſtimony of the Spirit, which ſomtimes;as in the 

time of more fervent prayer, holy retyrednefle of mind, hea- 

venly meditation;or in ſome quickning exerciſes of extraordi- 

nary humiliatien;or after ſome ſpecial important ſervice done 

to God & his Church with hutnble ſincerity, & m true zeale, 

or upon the ſonl-ſcarching paſſage of ſome well grounded fer» 

mon of comfort,and ——— of mercy;or in the 

beginning of ſpiritaall,and end of natural life,as molt needfall 

times;or mthe timeof martyrdome,& ſincereſuffrings forthe 

Name of Chriſt,&c.I ſayat fach times the Spiric may ſuggeſt 

and teſtifie to the ſanQifed c6ſience,witha ſecret hilhoerts 

raviſhing voice thus or in the like maner;thou art the child of 

God; chou art ia the number of thoſe that ſhalt be faved;thou 

ſhalt inherit life everlaſting; and that es certainly and comfor= 

s Quads od tably,* as if that Angell from Heaven ſhould ſay tothee,as be 

its , | os 

acque adev orare tefhimonius: 

poterit 4 Choyſof, in verſe 26. 00p- 8 6d 

did*, 
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did to Dawe!,O greathy beloved. And why hould any Popiſh 
caviller cortradi& this, firh euen Befarmine bimſelfe ſprakes 
proportionably in another caſe ? Vpon' apaſſge in efuffin, 
acknowledging rhe interior efficacy of Gods Spirit, guing 
reſtimony to our hearts concerning the truth of that which 1s 
contained in the Scriptures, fairh » he ; Thu /ight of faith # k Hoc igirur eſt 
4 certaine teflimony of God , by which it 4 ſaid to the ſecret co- ARS 
gitations of our bearts, That ts trme , thon needeſs not todonbt quoddam Dab's 
thereof. Here is an immediate teſtimony of the Spirit gran- : rouge rr 
ted for the confirmation of the truth of the Word ; why rg > mag 
may not the like bee expeRted for an aſſurance of the worke 4... Delmnine $- 
of the Word? Mighty and remarkable was the worke of «* $:4-Telogian 
the Spirit this way upon the hcart of that Noble Martyr, yy 
Robert Glover, npon the firſt fight and repreſentation of the 

Stake ( ſo ſweetly ſcaſonable is God in all his refreſhing. ) 

For two or three dayes before hisdeath , he was full heavily 

oppreſſed with the ſpirituall miſcries of a dead heart, and 

ſpirituall deſertion. In which time no doubt hee cried migh» 

tily unto God, and often refle&ed the eye of his renewed 

conſcience upon a truly belceving, penitent, humble, holy 

and heavenly heart; refolued to facrifice its warmeſtblood 

inthe mercileſſe fire, for the teſtimony of 7e/w ; and yet no 

comfort would ecme.But in the very nicke and ne<dfull tiyme, 

as you may ſce inthe Story , the bleſſed Spirit did ſaddenly 

ſhine into his darke and deſolate ſoule , with the glorious 

beamesof his owne immediate comfort, and ſo ſenfably filled 

it with ſach overflowing Riners of ſpirituall joyes, that no 

donbt they mightily abatedand quenched the ragefull fury of 

thoſe Popiſh flames, wherein he ſweetly fell afleepe, It was 

»{peciall and immediate ſpringing of the holy Ghoſt in his 

heart, which made Maſter Peazocke, after many daycs of ex- 

tremeſt horror, profeſſe, that The joy which he felt in hu con 
ſrvenee, was incredible; Wee: feele and acknowledge by daily 

experience, that Satari doth immediately inj<&; and ſhall not 

the bleſſed Spirit, after his holy and heavenly manner, imine» 

diately afo ſt ſometimes? 
Neither is this to bee reputed an extraordinary reuclati- 
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Dre — On,or* Enthuſiaſme without or beſide the Word of God (I 
non itiryr reve- heartily abominate all Amabaptiſticall fooleries and phren- 
lavone aqui 99d Ges: YFor that which the Spirit ſorevealesunto our conſcien- 
conſilij nobis pa* CCS, WEE Onr ſelves may colleR and conclude out of Gods 
onto £2.9, Word, upon the conſcience of our faith , repentance , other 
gel), & ſenſvic- ſaying endowments and holy graces ſhining in our ſouler, 
ſopſun explorim 20d uprightly exerciſed in oor whole converſation. When we 
_ A by theſe meanes have aflured onr ſoaules, that we are the chil- 
re, & ceſtimon's Aren of God, which is the teſtimony of our owne renewed 
un nſeco $pirtus ſpirit ; the Spirit of God, as another witneſſe, ſecondeth and 
bus noſtris , nos CONfirmeth this aſſurance, by diviae inſpiration, and by ſweer 
eo eftos Dei» motions and feelings of Gods (peciall goodneſle, and glori- 
w111e-cop.46 Ous ſaving preſence ; and ſo according to the Apoltles « { 

; Rom, 8, 16. beareth witneſſe with onr ſpirits, Wherefore if 
any man preſume upon , or pretend any immediate ſuggeſti» 
on or revelation, tor his ſpiritoall ſafety, and everlaſting wel- 
beeing , and yer wantutterly the teſtimonie of his renewed 
conſcience to the ſame purpoſe ; the teſtimony of univerſal 
obedicnce :. of not lying willingly and delightfully in any one 
knowne finne ; of crucitying the flcſh with the affeRions and 
laſts, &c, I can give him none but this coſd comfort ; hee is 
curſedly coozened by - the Devills counterfeire glory of an 
Angell,caſting into his abuſed imagination {uch groaudlefle 
conceits, which in time of triall will vaniſh into nothing, and 
tlye away as a dreame. 

By the way let me tell you,that though this laſt manner of 
aſlurance be more immediately from the Spirit ; yet conceiue, 
that the other alſo are not cff-Auall upon the heart, wichout 
the cxcitation, illumination and aſl (tance of the fame bleſſed 
Spirit. 

For the firſt , conſider that forecited place, x. Corinth, 
2.12, 

For the ſecond ;- when the conſcience, through the mini- 
ftrie of the Law, doth rteſtifie toa man his ſtate in ſinne, and 
under thecurſe; it is, through the ſpirit of bondage, that it 
deth teſtifie : then when ir doth teltifie ro him bis ſtate of 
grace, and freedome from the curſe, it is much rather from 
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the Spirit of Adoption. No man can ſay that Ieſws is the Lord, "©0124. 
but by the Holy Ghoſt. 

For the third, I doubt nor, but thebleſſed Spirit, asa com» 
fortable Remembrancer, refreſhed Hez+kias memory, when 
he cryed to the Lord, Remember now, © Lord, ec. Ila. 38.3« 

* Buthow ſhalla man diſceme, and difference a true per- 
ſwaſion; and the teſtimony of the Spirit ; froma groundlefſe 
preſumptuous conceit, and the Devils deluſion? 

If Belarmine aske me, I will cafily ſtophis mouth; 

Firſt, by demanding him, how his Saint * Frexcw,and Saint a De infif. lib 3. 
Anthony, knew afluredly, that their revelations of thecertaine j7,8'7 mu 
remiſſion of their ſinnes, were from the Spiritof God; efpe- 
cially fith with him they were revclations quite beſides and 
without the Word. For ® hee holds, that this propoſition, yn;4 5:4.7rime 
Francs is truly juſtified: eAmtony hath his ſinnes forgiven ; 1#*. 
and ſo of othcr particular men, 1s not te bee found in the 
Word, cither immediately, or by evident conſequence ; 
which wee npon good ground contradict , if the particular 
men betrue beleevers, 

Secondly , by that ſaying of Ambroſe , urgedby © Catari- . yaw « the 
»win the Counſdl of Trent : The Holy Ghoſt doth never Cnc of Tree, 
ſprakhe nnto ms, but doth make s know, that it is Hee that *5**: 

ſpraketh. - 

Bur if the doubtfull Chriſtian truely troubled abourir, 
would be raught and informed in the point ; or if it be poſſi- 
ble that the Phariſec, the deladed One ſhould hearrily deſire 
tobee illightened ; I adviſe that they would conſider upon 
theſe following markes of diffrence. 

1. A ſound perſwalion upon good ground by the 
Spirit, is ever agrecable and anſwerable exatly to the 
Word, The inward teſtimony of the Spirir, and outward 
teſtimonie of rhe Word, doc alwayes ſweetly accord, and 
oneanſweres to the other, as face to face in water. And 
therefore, if that thy preſent ſtate, wherein thou conceiveſt 
thy ſclfe em ſafe inough for falvation, bee diſ- 
abled and condemned by Gods Word ; thy confidence is 
yaine, and Satan deludes thee. The Scripture tels ns, 
Y 4 That 
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a Santi non oPe- T pat wheſorver 14 borne of God, dath not commit * une, 1. Toh. 
& ramin non ſan; I-43, 9+ Which is not to be underſtood ſimply of the aR of fin- 
no pate gs For who can ſay, My beart is cleave? But in this ſence : 
b Vbi regnar pro. He makes not a trade of finning ; he finneth not with Þ pur- 
polirum_pecea"- poſe, pleaſure, and perſeverance ; hee dothnot live, lic, and 
ſericordis exulat delight in ſinne; he ſuffers it not to reigne in him. If then thou 
alloweſt any luſt in thy heart, or goe on in the willing pra- 

ice of any one knowne finne, or ſenſuall courſe, and yer bee 

«pat. 66.13, Wellconceitedoftthy ſelfe for comfort inthe World tocome; 
1012 the Devill coozems thee : God will not © heave the prayers, but 
Pia! 68.211 4d wound the hacrie ſcalpe of every ſuch aone, For inſtance : It 
thou lyeſt- in lying ; ( for its one thing tobee overtaken that 

way out of feare, or ere thou bee aware, another thing to 

continue in it habjoally and reſolutcly agaim(t an illightned 

«mpenitent conſcience ) and yet looke for Heaven, thou art 

deceived ; thow haſt made a lye thy refuge, and hid thy ſelfe 

wnder falſehood, And why ? becauſe Gods Word faith, that 

the Feareſull, and Vnbelerving , and the cAbeminable , and 
Martherers, and Whoremongers , and Sorcerers , aud Idola- 

ters , and all Lyers, ſhall have their part im the Lake which 

burneth with fire and brimſlene , which is the ſecond death , 

Revel, 21. $. Conceive proportionbly of lyingin any other 

ſinne damned in Gods Booke in the ſence I have ſaid.If thou 

abideſt in the ſtate of meere civill honeſtic, and yertthinkeſt 

with thy ſelfe, that thou art thereby furniſhed {ufficiently 

for future happineſſc, it is but a falſe laſh. And why ? Be» 

cauſe the Word faith ; W-thont helineſſe, no man ſhall ſee the 

Loyd, Hebrewes 12.14. Which neceſlarily implyes ; That 

© 5it licer ille Fy.. NO 1meere © civill mancan poſſibly bee ſaved. If thou bee a 
ae + luke-warme Laodicean , and yet conceiveſt thou art rich c- 
c1pio - fir keer NOVeh ſpiritually, and lookeſt to bee ſaved; thou art de- 


Scipio ; fir licet 


Regulus z quorum ceived: And why ? Becanſe the Word faith ; That Chrilt 


us , - . 
canquam 4n ant will ſpuc ſuch a one out of his mouth, Revclation 3. 16. 
= mann, Even as a filthy bitter vomit is to the ftomacke , mouth, 
pura(ti els rer- and man that ſpewes it out ; ſuch arc all lake-warme 


wry formall Profeiſours to the Lord leſns Chriſt, as himfelfe 
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from the Indge his ewne mouth in the meane time ; which, 
mee thinks, ſhould horribly affrigbe thouſands in our dayes ; 
who ſtand tor a frozen formality , heartleſſe indifferency, re- 
ſerved neutrality , and Politicke moderation mm profeſſion, 
and practice of Religion, Thus a true teſtimony and ſound 
perſwafion of a good eſtate to Godward, ever holds cor- 
reſpondence to the Word, and is infallibly grounded there- 


upon. 

Of. Say you ſo ? In ſpirituall caſes and points of faith, 
how is it poſlible, that a man ſhould bee infallibly cer- 
faine of that by the Word, which is not conteined m the 
Word, either immediately, or by good conſequence ? Bur 


Bellarmine atffrmes, that this particular propoſition , Swcb, De i/ife b.3.c-4. 


or ſuch a man #4 truly Iuftified ; is not contained in the © 


Word of God, either immediately or by good conſequence, 
&c. 

Anſwer. Tolet paſſe at this time, that which ſome wor- 
thy Divines preſle in this point, that ſuch places as theſe, 
Pialme 103. Eſa. 43. 32. Rom. 19. 9. Gal. 2, 20. &c. inti- 
mate and imply ſuch a particular propoſition immediately - 
I anſwer, that it is deduced by evident conſequence out of 
the Word. For from ſuch generall promiſes and propofitions 
as theſe ; He that beleeveth on the Sonne, hath exerlaſting life, 
Toh. 3. 36. Whoſoever beleeveth in him, ſhall receive remiſſion 
of ſomes, Ats 10.43, «And by him all that beleeve, are inflifi- 
ed from all things, cc. Ads 13. 3 9, &c. follow by good 
conſequence theſe particnlars : Pani, Peter, Luther, Calvin, 
Bexa, Bradford, or any other particular manbeleeving in him, 
receives remiſſien of ſinnes ; is juſtified ; hath eternall life. 


 Evenasit followeth direHly and infallibly , every man is a 


a reaſonable creature ; therefore, lobn, Thomas, &c. is endued 
with reaſon. 

Though no word faith exprefly and immediatey; Thon 
T bomas beteeving, ſhalt be ſaved ; yer the ſame word which 
ſaith, Every one beleceving, hath crernall life, ſaith alſo ; Thou 
Thomas beleeving, haſt cternall life, or ſhalt be ſaved» As on 


the contrary, this univerſall, He that beleeveth nor the _ 
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fhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on h1m, incla- 
derh vertually, conſequently, infallibly,as though there were 
writ init, theſe particulars: [ndas, Bellarmine, or Bonner, &c. 
not beleeving, ſhall not ſee life, But the wrath of God abi- 
deth cn him. Otherwiſe, it the generall did nutthus ſutfici- 
ently include and comprehend every particular ; and an vni- 
verſallpropofitionall ſubordinate ſingular propoſitions under 
it ; the Law, Thos ſhalt not kill : Thou ſhalt not commut adnl. 
tery : Thow foalt not beare falſe witnefſe againſt thy neighbonr ; 
would not belong to Fanx blowingup the Parliament : ro 
this or that Prieſt polluting himſelfe in hearirg confeſſion ; 
to Bellarmme lying voluminouſly ; becauſe itgno where cx- 
preſſely writte; Thou Bellarmine ſhalt not beare falſe witneſſe 
apainſt thy neighboar. Thou ſhaveling, beware of falſe polla- 
tion. Thon Fax ſhalt not tearc in pieces the Royall limbs 
of the Lords Anointed. 

If John or Thomas beleeving, bee not bound to bee aſſured 
of his ſalvation out of the generall promiſe: except ic were 
faid ſome wherein Scriprure ; That / homas or lobby name 
ſhonld be faved ; it would follow that theſe particular men, 
were not bound ro be honeſt men ; or to feare God , becauſe 
it is no where faidin the Word; that Thema or John ought 
to bee honeſt men; orare commanded to feare God, bur one- 
ly in thegenerall, 

In a word, let the Teſuite tell mee, whether out of the 
W ord, hee bee infallivly certaine that his body ſhall riſe a- 
gaine at the laſt Day : He darenot for his heart denieit. And 
I pray you, Bellarmine, tell mee, where it 1s particy/arly and 
expreſlely {aid in Scriptute ; that the body of Robert Bellare 
wwe (hall riſe againe at the laſt Day ? All particular in- 
fallible aflurance 1n this kinde, ſprings out of the generall 
propoſition and promiſe that A/ all ariſe, 1, Corinth. 15. 
&c 


2 That heart which doth ſwcetly enjoy the Paradice of 
a true teſtimony, and well grounded perſwafion ; that ir pre» 
{ently lives the life of grace, and immortality : is ſincerely 
atfetcd and inflamed with a reverent love, and inſatiable 


a longing 
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* longingafer the Word preached and read, prayer, ſinging 2 % i." «fre 
of Plalmes, meditations, conference, vowes, dayes of humi- «nd 4ſedes,n/ime 


liation, vfe of good bookes , godly company , 
dinances, and good meancs appointed and fanRified for our dawge z it heantlly 
ſpirituall good, Beczuſe through them, as ſo many golden For ooretyconends 
conduits, thoſe gracious ſaving operations of t ; | 
are conveyed = continued unto 1t ; whi iniſter ſound aces 
matter and true grounds of ſuch comfortableaffurance : and ont 
in the conſcionable uſe and exerciſe of them-alſo are woont 3,).5 i ot 
ſomerimes ro bee ſecretly and ſenſibly breathed intoit , ſuch xc onſet 
heavenly rcall refrc ſhings themſelves; which the joy of the ——_ wey be 
whole worlds er j-2yment cannot poſlibly equall.. Burgow onenred 4 -ouce 
the affcRion this way of thoſe who are Phariſaically put c,;.cion rs «com. 
up with a groundleſſe conceit and vaine confidence ; 15 friebie paſhan of 
faint and formall ; partiall and referved; not accompanied * 
with that univerſality and uniformitic of reverence and re- 
ſpe to all the bleflzd ordinances and meanes of grace. It is 
ever the woont and wilinefle of ſuch, to qualifie their coun» 
tenance and correſpondence to theſe, with that moderation 
and temper which may bee compatible, and plauſibly conſiſt 
with the fafery of that temporall happineſle, and ſccuritie 
of their boſome ſinne. And no marvell though theiraffe- 
Rion in this kinde bee not ſ@ hearty, and hold one; for the 
draw no ſpcciall vertue and {weetnefle from Chriſt, throogh 
them: And their conceir of beeing right, is not fedd: from 
the Breſts of the Bible, and with the heavenly Manna of a 
conſcionable Miniſtery ; but built upon thoſe inſufficient 

ounds and rotten proppes I diſcovered and diſabled be- 
ore. 

3. A ſound and undeceiving perſwaſion that thou art &> 
verlaſtingly lockt in the armes of Gods mercy and love, 
groundedupon the Word, ſeconded and ſeronby the Sp 
rit; isamoſt rare andrich lewell, which doth infinitely out» 
ſhineand overweigh in ſweetnefſe and worthany rocke of 
Diamend, Criſtall Mountaine, or this great Creation,” were 
it all converted' into one unvaluable Pearle ; and therefore 
15 infinitely- cnvied, and aſſaulted mightily on- all ns 
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It is continually hunted like a Partridge on the Mountaines 

by naturall diſtruſt , the policy of Satan , and all the powers 

of darkeneſſe. There 1s not a wicked (pirit, but is tranſpore 

red with implacable indignation againſt that heaven upon 

carth ; and therefore rages and roares about thee ſtill, rorob 

and bereave thy humble breſt of ſuch an heavenly Iemme. 

Beſides the two maine ends and generall aimes of all the 
malice and machinations of theſe apoſtated angels: 1. The 

diſhonour of God, and 3. The diſcomfort of mens ſoules ; 

Inthis point they are peculiarly enraged with extreme helliſh 

anger ; to ſee a mortall man, a child of eAdam, crowned 

by Gods mercifull hand, even in this life, with right and inte- 

reſt, and as it were, an carneſt pennie of the inheritance with 

the Saints im light, and of thoſe bleſſed Manſions of glory and 

reſt, of which, by their Apoſtacie and pride they _ un- 

happily andeverlaſtingly deprived themſelves. Neither only 

ſo, but they imploy alſo their Agents, enemies tothe grace 

of God and thine owne fearefull heart , to charge falſcly ma- 

Neve 3-17" 4m. DY L1Mes upon thee, Hypocriſicand delafion ; leſt that white 
prebend che borror fhoge given thee by the holy Ghoſt , the ſpendor and Þ ſweets 
oj on eme$444%? nefle whereof, none knoweth but hee that hath it, ſhould 
beart tar exdares Fajrely ſhine upon thy fad ſoule with that lightſomneſle and 
0 te ferns ; Comfort, as itboth may and ought. Whereupon ir muſt needs 
of the dpediiuhil follow, that if thy perſwafion bee well grounded andaſſu- 
pa ie foute uber ance true ; it will bee accompanied and ofcen exerciſed with 
feares, jcalouſtes, doubts, diſtruits, varictics of remptarions, 

Satans fierelt darts , injected ſcruples, contradictions of fleth 

and blood, cavils of carnall reaſons, want of comfortable 

feeling, &c. which will many times neceflarily drivethee to 

cry mightily to God, and complaineat the Throne of grace, 

apainſt all this helliſh ordnance and affaules of thy atbeles. 

ving heart ; by the wreſtling of faith to warme thy ſoule 

with meditation upon the promiſes, to re-examineand re- 

viſe thy grounds, to confirme thy watch, to reſort for 

counſel, {ſtrength and comfort to the quickning meanes, 

experience of former ſweete feclinges, and motions of the 

Spirit; to truely judicious Divines, experienced CT 

ayes 
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dayes of humiliation, bookes of beſt relliſh to a ſpirituall 
taſte, &c. But now on the contrary ſide, the preſamptuous 
confidence md groundlefſe conceits, lye in the Pharifſes bo- 
ſome with much quictneſſe and ſecurity ; without doubting, 
difficulty, contradiQion, or any ſacha doe. The reaſon is, his 
carnall heart is well enough content, and meddles not; be 
cauſe it ſtill feedes upon the delights of his darling finne, 
withoat diſturbance. Satan is too ſubtill ro interpoſe, tempt 
or interrupt, in ſuch a caſe. For he well knoweth that his 
foundation is falſchood, his hope of heaven but a golden 
dreame ; and therefore in policy he holds his pzace, thay he 
may hold him the faſter. 

Take notice by the way,that, that very thing which makes 
many a true hearted Chriſtian to doubt of himſelfe, and of 
the ſoundaeſſe of his ſpirituall ſtate, ſhould put him our of all 
donbt; even often exerciſe with doubts, tzmptations, mult1- 
plyed attemprs againſt his faith, and affurance of Gods love ; . 
prayed againſt, humbly reſiſted, and oppoſed with cleaving 
untothe tender heartedneſſe of Chriſt, and truth of his pro- 
_ though for the preſent he bath —_ od no feeling ; no 
uch joy and peace in ſo belceving : And that very thing up-- 
on which thedeluded Ones doe build, and many times ft 
themſelves ; to wit, that they are untroubled, untempred, 
in point of faith, and pretended aſſurance ; may.returne an in- 
fallible remonſtrance to their owne conſciences, that they are 
certainely deceived. For doubtleſſe;that faith which isnever 
aflaulted with doubting, is but a fancy. Afﬀuredly thatafſu- 
rance which is everſecure, is but adreame, Many aPhariſce 
ſtands by the bed-ſide of the ſincere Profeſſor, viſited with 


affli&tion of conſcience,andmany heavy ions; ſecret- 
ly and finfully pleaſing himſelfe in the calmeneſſe of 
a confidence, and in his freedome- from ſuch ter- 


rors and ſpiritual troubles » when as bimſelfe is like an Ote 
fatting in the greene paſtures of impunity and outward prof- 
perity for the day of laughter : ET 
precious gold, purifying in the Lords refining A 


any afterward come out and ſhinemore glortouſly. 
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' 4. In that heart to which the Spirit of: Gods teſtifies, 
that we arc His children, Row.$. ver.16. doth the ſame Spi- 
rit create many fe:vent ejaculations, ſtrong cryes, and unnt- 
terable groanings, Verſe 35, The teſtimony of the Spirit 
15 even attended with the Spirit of prayer. That glorious 
glimpſe ſhining into the ſoule , and affuring it of falvati- 
on, is 1o ſweet, ſo heavenly, ſo raviſhing ; ſo tranſcendent 
and incomparably above all earthly joy , that it warmes 
the ſpirit of a man with quickning life and liberty, ro 
powre out it ſelfe in the preſence of his Lord and his God, 
before the Throne of Grace : ſometimes in more hearty 
triumphant, and as it were, winged prayers :” at other 
times, in thoſe which are more faint and cold, yet edg:d 
with infinite deſires, that they were more fervent, and 
therefore by the way, as it were, mingled and perfamed 

Revel 3.4 Withthe ſoveraigne and fatisfaRory incenſe in the Golden 
Cenſer, which the Angell of the Covenant holds in his 
hand, are graciouſly accepted cf him, which by an exce!- 

Plal. $5.3. lency ard title of highcſt honcur, is ſtil:d the Hearer of 

« Plerumque hoc Prayers : or at leaſt, with unexpreſſible = groancs and in» 

mabus ori 2c: Ward wraſtlings, for preſervation, recovery, and enlarge- 
monibus, agjcur '; Ment of that fame comfortable aſlarance it ſelfe, and of 
afFatu, Anz &. Al other holy graces and fruits of the Spirit, purity of heart, 
piſt. 12.1, conqueſt cver cortuption , neerer communion with God, 
ogratorut cl- Cpirituall mindcdnefie , and ſuch other heavenly gueſts ; 
nom-ldem in Tſzl, among it, whom it is woont to dwell with delight, and 

7 repreſent it ſclfe more comfortably. But now on the o- 
ther {ide ; every deluded Phariſee is a meere ſtranger to 
the power of Prayer, His preſumption and groundlefle 
confidence, isbut a weede which will grow of its owne ac» 
cord ; and therefore is not ſenſible of any neceſlity, neither 
feelesany want of conſtant prayer from a broken heart ; r= 
niverſall obedience ; or the holy preciſencfle of the Sainrs to 
ſupport it, 

5. Anaflurance of Gods Love upon ſure ground, doth 
mightily quicken, keene, and ſpurre forward the ingenaous 
Chriſtian to more holinefſe, hatred of finne, reſolution we 
Y 
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good cauſes, -watchfulneſſe over his heart, walking with 


OT — 


God : Having theſe promiſes, ſaith he, let mee cleanſe my ſelfe * <0 7-1. 


from all filthineſſe of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfetling holineſſe m 
the feareof God : Having this hope, I will labour to purifie 


my ſelfe, even as hee # pure. To let the principall motive «- 1ob 3 3 


paſſe, it is impoſſible but that the feeling conſciouſneſſe that 
Gods freelove, through Chriſt, hath freed us from erernitic 
of rorments ; one houre wherein, is infinitely mare ſtinging 
and terrible, then all the tortures that all mankinde hath, 
doth, or ſhall endure, from the Creation, to the end of the 
world; and certaindly intereſſed us toeternitic of joyes, on2 
houre wherein , doth incomparably ſurpaſſe all the delights 
of this wide world , were they colle&ted mto one lampe of 
pleaſure; Ifay, it cannot bee , but that ſuch an aſſurance 
ſhould ſtirre up the bleſſed ſonle to doe or ſuffer any thing 
for Chriſts ſake; rather to die then turne Papiſt, to dee 
worthily in Ephrata , and bee famous in Bethlehem, But now 
the other groundleſle confidence, being in trath burta fancie, 
muſt necds bee powerlefſe, fraitlefle, unative ; and makes 
the deluded rather ſecure, careleſſe, preſumpruons, and onely 
fi ormall. 

The bleſſed Spirit is woont to ſpring in our hearts, with 
heavenly refreſhing, and his ſweeteſt reſtimonie; eſpecially 
at ſuch times as theſe: When wee retire and recolle& our 
ſelves to converſe with God ina more ſolemne and (olitary 
manner ; opening our conſciences , breaking our hearts, and 
powring out our ſoules into his boſome : when wee are 
preparedly and fruitfully exerciſed in the ordinances : in oar 
innocent patient ſufferings , for good canſes and conſcience 
ſake :” when we feele that we have conquered or well curbed 
ſome corruption, by the power of Prayer ; in the beleeving 
contemplation and reviſe of our change , and the infallible 
markes thereof : when we meditate effeAtually upon the bot- 
romleſſe depth of Gods free love unto us, with which hee 
hath loved us from-2verlafting to everlaſting : upon dayey ok 
humiliation, &c. But that other counterfeit flaſh keepes a 
dcladed Phariſe ina fookes Paradiſe continually x hee is _ 
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narily at all times alike peremptory in the point of aſlurance, 
You ſhall not take him any weeke inthe yeere, any day in 
the weeke, any houre in the day, without a bold perfwaſt- 
on, and proteſtation, if need be, That he hopes to be 
ſaved as well as the preciſeſt. Hee is as confident this way, 
when he is cavilling againſt the purity of the Saints and pows 
erof godlinefſe ; as when he is the deepeſt in his Phariſaicall 
devotions. 

7- The preſumption of the Phariſee is ordinarily at the 
height, in his height of ontward proſperity ; and when Gods 
Candle ſhineth fairelieſt npon his head with worldly blef- 
ſings. But the perſwafion of the Chriſtian, is for the moſt 

rt then ſtrongeſt, when the world moſt frowneth upon 

im for his forwardneſſe ; and in heate of perſecution. 

8. Thoſe that are deluded wich a groundleſle confidence, 
have ordinarily becne ſo conceited of themſelves, ever fince 
they may remember, or had any thonghts of heaven ; and 
that without conſciouſnel: of any converſion, change, or 
ſupernaturall ſaving worke upon their ſoules at all. For though 

the devill ſales ir with more ſecurity upon their hearts, y 
. hisconnterfeit Angelicall glory ; yet he finds matter enoug 
in our corrupt nature, miniſtred originally for ſach a golden 
dreame, and imaginary caſtle in the ayre. But the teſtimony 
of the Spirit, _ that other true per{waſion is ſupernatural, 
and never felt before converſion : ner ever to be found bat 
ina regenerate ſoule. I doubt not, but many Chriſtians to 
their ſingular comfort and further aſſurance, can tell their ex- 
perience of both : Their bold peremptory ill grounded pre- 
_— in their unregenerate time : and their now true, 
kindly, ſweet perſwafion, ſo much envycd and aflaultedby 
Satan accompanying their converſion. 

9. Naturall preſumption,guilded over with the devils de- 
lufion, ever ſhrinkes in the wetting. Troubles of conſcience, 
fiery trials, heavy crofles, the face of the Prince of terrour, 
difaſtrous and diſmall times, diſſolve it into nothing. But 
the other true teſtimony holds out like armour of proofe, 


againſt thickeſt hailehot of all adyerſary power : Nay, it is 
woont 
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woont to ſhineand ſhow it ſeife with united vigor and more 
lightſomeneſſe within ; in the greateſt dampe of eurward dif. 
comforts, and moſt confuſions abroad. | 

10, The Chriſtiancangive ſound reaſons for his reſolution, 
in the point of affurance ; from his converfion , holy con 
verſation,love of the brethren,,niverſall obedience, &c. thoſe 
meanes I mentioned before proper to the Child of God. But 
putthe Phariſceto e in this caſe, and perhaps bee will 
net bee able to ſay b much as his formall dclnded brother , 
Luk. 18. 11, 12, Sure Iam, all thathee cap produce for that 
purpoſe, being tryed by the Touchſtone of Gods Truth, will 
proove too lightand inconſequent. Reviſe the falſe 'wodiamu 
and inſufficient grounds diſcovered before , and you ſhall 
perceive, that nove of them can poſſibly inferre a comforts» 
ble concluſion. 

11, The L aodiceas longs farre more for gold,then growth 
in grace ; thinkes himſelfe alrcady rich enough in Religion, 
ns gr hee hath attained that very temper whichevery 
wiſe man ſhould reſt upon, without any more medling ; 
that if he ſhould ſtare forward, he ſhould be too preciſe; if 
he ſhould grow any worſe, hee ſhould be too prophane ; and 
therefore concludes, 1 have neede of nothing. But the illi 
ned Chriſtian, having truely taſted of the aſſurance of 
love, is infinitely greedy of growing in grace, of conque- 
ring corruptions , of neerer communion with his Chrift, of 
doing his God all the mo glorious ſincere ſervice hee can 
poſſibly, before heegoe downe into the pit, and be ſeeneno 
more. His performances, by the grace of God, are many, his 


endeavours: moe, but his defires endleſſe, and ever * unſati(- a Semperrtibi dif. 
SES 
, bi ce- 
whereby many ſo over-valuce themſelves , in point of their mankt Si qucem 
ſpirituall eſtate, thar they conceive they are very right, where- jerins? ve 72 
as in trath andtriall, they are ſtarke rotten at the root : Theig jo.t ce Ape 
caſcherein,' is like that mans , who lying faſt afleepe wpon "7 


fied wich his degree of well-doing, his preſent pitch of grace 
and meaſure of obedience. | 
Thus having premiſed a diſcovery of (pirituall ſelfe,deceit, 


the edge of a ſtcepe Rocke, _—_ mezzily of Crownes, 
King- 
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Kingdomes, and the very confluenceof all carthly content- 
ments ; conceiving that hee wallowes himſelfe in the over- 
flowing of all worldly felicities ; but upon the ſudden ſtar- 
cing for joy, breakes hisnecke, and tumbles into the bot- 
come of the Sea. They are lulled aſlcepe by the delading 
charmes of the Devill, upon their beds of prefumptuous ſe- 
curity, all their life long , dreaming of no danger at all, but 
ever confident their cafe is good enough to God-ward : bar 
their conſciences being awaked upon their beds of death , or 
at fartheſt, at Gods Tribunall, they are ſuddeny ſwallowed 
up of deſpaire, and drowned in everlaſting perdition. I come 
now to fore-warne and fore-arme the true Chriſtian, that 
with all watchfulneſſe and conſtancie, he would ever labour 
to prevent and defeate the ſecret aſſaults and infinuations 
of that white Devill, as a worthy Divine calls it, Spiri- 
tuall pride. A guilded poyſon, which: Satan , that cunning 
Alcymiſt and helliſh Spider , doth firſt extra out of the 
very ſweeteſt and faireſt Aowers in Chrsſts Garden; I meane, 
the moſt holy vertues and heavenly gifts implanted in his 
Childrens hearts ; and then thereby ſo cnvenomes and blaſts 
them , that they loſe not onely their owne native ſpendour 
and gracefuleſic, but alſo their fruitfull communication to 
others, and comfortable acceptation with God. I ſay, when 
he ſecs a man extraordinarily enriched with ſpirituall graces , 
hee ſeekes might and maine to make him ſwell with privie 
_ and to puffe him with an overweening concett of 

is owne worth ; that ſo the Chriſtian himſelte may want 
the comfort of them;his brethren,the fruit of them;and God, 
the glory of them, When the ſtrong man can no longer 
keepe goodneſſe out of the ſoule, but the holy Ghoſt with 
a mercifull violence breakes in upon him anddwelsthere ; 
his next endeavour is, to abuſe even Grace it ſelfe, as an un- 
happy inſtrament, to weaken and wound it ſelfe : nay,ſo ſub- 
till is he, and endlefle in his attempts , that if he cannot make 


_—_—— a man prond of any thing elſe, hee will labonr to make him 
nr ge — proud that he is not proud, and to g/ory vainely, beennſe hee i 
@nf.1. 10.c, 38. #08 Vane glorions, The originall and breeding of this canker 
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in the ſanified ſoule, I have diſcovered in my Dycomrſe of 
trme happineſſ page 25. andthere madetender of ſome cor- 
rofives and counterpoyſons againſt it. To which at this 
time I adde theſe : 

When thou beginneſt with an over-weening conceit to 
admire thy ſelfe immoderately and above that which is meer, 
calt thine eye. 

1. Vpon the purity and piercing of Gods all-ſecing Eye, 
ten thouſand times brighter then the Sunne, and purer then 
purity it ſelfe ; which ſees finne to bee infinitely more finfull 
and loathſome then thou canſt poſſible : whereby His holy 
Tuſtice is incenſed with infinite indignation, and unquench- 
able ſeverity againſt ir, Witneſſe the tnrming into Devils, ir- 
recoverable deſtruction,and everlaſting downefall of ſo ma» 
ny glorious creatures, the top and maſter piece, as it were,of 
all Gods bandy worke, ſhining once ſo fairely inthe higheſt 
heaven, and neereſt unto his Emperiall Throne : The curſe 
which fell upon eAdawand all his poſterity, for cating the 
forbidden fruit : The confufions which came upon the firſt 
world by the flood : The burning of Sodome with fire and 
brimſtone from heaven : The fearefull rejetionof his owne 
ancient people : The horrours of a guilty enraged conſci- 
ence, which is a hell upon-carth, and damnation above 
aa The everlaſting fire which 1s prepared for repro» 

ate men and angels, &c, Neither doth this brighteſt Eye 
onely ſce all thy ſinnes in their vative fouleneſſe, butalſo in 
their trueſt number. Thou perhaps, for want of more ſpi- 
rituall eyc-falve, beholdeſt them but as ſtarres in a gloomy 
evening : but aflure thy ſelfe He ſees them, as moates inthe 
Sunne, and as Starres in the cleareſt winters midnight. Me» 
thinkes, this mortifying meditation ſhould rather make thee 
grow into farther deteltation of ſinne, then admiration of 
thy ſclfe, 
i 2. Vponthe incomprehenfible perfeions and abſolute 
purenefle of Gods molt holy nature; the ſplendour where» 


of doth dazle the cleareſt cyes of the brighteſt Scraphims ; 16.6, 2, 


dath drowne, as it were, all Angelicall glory ; as the Sunnes 
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preſence,the light of leſſer ſtarres; mach more doth ir utterly 
darken the materiall beauty of all chelights in heaven. Were 
the Sumnne which is made all of brightneſſe, and the -ever- 
ſpringing fouataine of freſh ſhining beames, preſented be- 
fn t unapproachable Light which beſers Gods ſacred 
Throne ; it would vaniſh away, as a darkeſorme moate and 
lumpe of vanity. Where then would a fraile finfall man in a 
honſe of fleſh appeare ? Behold, faith lob Joput no traft in his 
ſervants ; and hi s be charged with folly : how much leſſe 
on thers that dwell in honſes of clay, whoſe foundation ts in the 
dnft, which ae ernſped before the Moth,chap. 4.1 8,1 9. Behold, 
he pmtteth no truft in his Saints ; yea, the heavens are not cleare 
'” his fgbt : how mech more abominable and filthy 14 man,which 
brinkerh iniquity like water ? chap. 15.15,16: Behold even to 
the Moone, andit ſhineth not, yea, the ſhtarres are not pure tn 
bu ſight : bow much leſſe man, that 4 a Worme : and the ſane 
of man which is a Werme ? chap 25.5,6. Aglimpſe, as it were, 
of that higheſt glory, ſhining icy in thatpureſt in« 
created Eflence, God bleſſed for ever, did make righteong 
Tob to abborre himſelf, and repent in duſt and aſper. Hol 
Iſainb to cry, Woe is me, for I amwudone, Ando if thou al- 
ſo tame thine eye from the vanity of ſelfe-admiration to« 
ward the infinite Sunne of abſohate and incomprehenſible 
purity ; and then reflec upon thy ſelfe, as he that hath gazed 
too much upon or viſible Sanne , looking downe againe 
ſeeth nothing ; thou ſhalt behold the nothingneſle of thine 
overweened werth, and nothing but darkeneſfe and defor- 
mity ; and ſo ſhalt find infinite more matter of humiliation 
and abhorring thy ſelfe in duſt and aſhes, then of felfe- 
eſtimation and conceitedneſfe. 

3. Vpon the cleere Criſtall of 'Gods pure Law, which 
can diſcover unto thee the leaſt ſpot that ever ſtained fo 
much as any one of thy thoughts ; ſhines with that perfe&t 
light, that it would guide aright every ſtep which thou ma» 
keſt in the way which is called Holy, and is of that latitude 
for prohibition of finne , and leading to purity and exaRt 
pleaing of God ; . that though we tam 4 
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feftion, yet it ts exceeding broad. And agar dag, | ſuch 
as hate tobe i ry ally, if their conſciences be wa- 
king and working , are drayme to-a particular and punuall 
ſurvey of themſelves andall their wayes in this pun 
even as a Beare to the ſtake; a Bankerout to his counting 
booke, anE tn __ za I 
the Loeking-glaſle : are w content to heare 
the Command read, reſtrainingrheir underſtandings 
onely to the grofle ats , Thow ſhalt not kill, c5-c. and perhaps 
jaſtifying themſelves Phariſaically thereabouts; but come to 
the holy ſtriftneſſe of Chriſts expoſition , Whoſorver lookith 
on a Woman to Inſt after hey , hath committed adultery with 
her already in his heart , &-c. and it ſtrilees full cold to their 
impure hearts, and cauſerth them to cry out againſt the 
men of God, Why doe you torment us before our times? I 
fay, though it bee thus with the unregencrate, by reaſon of 
their guiltie and gauled conſciences ; yet let it be thy delight, 
whoart blefſed with an everlaſting impregnable proteion, 
by the blood and merit of Teſts Chriſt, from the curſe and 
rigour of the Law, to peruſe thy ſclfe punually by this 
heavenly Looking-glaſſe, for the diſcoverie of thy de- 
CY a to dive wy ſearching ;n/yaig 
ous meditation into this adored depth of perfeMion 

ritie, to ſee how farre thou comeſt ſhort: and Son chan 
ſhale finde infinite more cauſe to prefle hard towards the 
marke , then to looke upon that which isbehind, or proud- 
ly to prize any thing that is paſt. Onely I adviſe, when thou 
ſet{t thy ſelfe hes Clenndriord upthy conſci ran- 
ſacke thy heart to the roote , to it downeand into the 
duſt, for increaſe of humiliation and lowſheſſe in thine 
a 4 LED thou _ ny CB 
Criſtall o s pare Law, to diſcover the f 
of thy vile natural diſpotition, the villanies and slcarlet abo- 


minations of thine anregenerate time , the daily ſpots and 
ſtaines which light upon thy ſoule, 8c. hold outalſo in the 
other hand, lay de Nagy 


of faith, hanging, 
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thoſe, very ſame ſinnes ; that thereby thou mayeſt uttcr'y 
quench all Satans fiery darts, prevent drawing towards dc- 
ſpaire ; nay, preſerve thy ſpirit in ſweeteſt peace, and uncon- 
querable comfort againſt, if it be poſſible, the leaſt diſtruſt- 
full intmſion of any ſlaviſh terrour. 

4. Vpon the holieſt menthat ever breathed the life of 
graceupon carth, andthe moſt renowned in the Church tho- 
row all generations, for all ſpirituall ſufficiencies and excellen- 
cies ; and thou ſhalt find themever moſt humble in their 
owne conceits, vileſt in their owne eyes, nothing in their 
owne account. Me thinkes holy Pani; heavy complaint, O 
wretched man that I am, who ſhalldeliver me from the body of 
the death ! Heayenly Davids continuall cry, I am a worme 
and no man : There ts xo veſt in my bones, becanſe of my fine, 
Hy finne 14 ever before mee, &c. Bleſſed Bradford: abaling 
himſclfe, who was one of the worthicſt Martyrs, ,and the 
Heavenlicſt minded man that ever breathed out his laſt. in the 
Alames, and aſcended to hraven in a fiery chariot, as himſelfe 
ſpake at the ſtake : I am 4s dry as a tone, ſaith he,as dumbe as 
4 nayle ; as farre from praying, as he that never knew any taſte 
of it. He ſometime ſubſcribedin this manner to thoſe Let- 
ters which were full of ſptrituall life,divineſt ſtraines,and de- 
monſtration of the Spirit ; The moſt nſerable hard- hearted 
wathankefull ſinner , lobn Bradford. A very painted Hypo- 
erice, I. B. & 6: 1 fay, Methinkes, the hamble deportment 
of theſe and all trucly holy Ones ſhould rather make thee 
ſinke yet lower in thine owne conceir, then ſwell with the 
poyſon of Phariſaicall ſclfe-conceitedneſle. 

gs. Keepe in arcadineſſe, and in freſh remembrance ſach 
conſiderations and cooling cards, as it were, as theſe ; when 
thy heart begins to ſwell vainc gloriouſly, ; That thou had- 
deſt thine hand in that firc-worke, which blew up all-man- 
kind ; I meane, in «Adams tranfgreſſion, that brought forth 
ſuch abloudy Sea of ſinne and ſorrow intothe W orld ; ſach. 
2 world of miſericsand miſchicfes upon all the fonnes and 

ters of Adew; all tortures upon earth, and torments in 
thorow all eteraity : "x 
hol | 
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a ſinke, a Sodome, a very hell of all filth and impuritic 3 of 

all corruption and crookedneſſe,evena little Divellfordarke- 
pefſe and damnation : that thou wofully loſt and miſ-ſpentſt 
many yeeres, perhaps the beſt of thy time, ſtrength of youth, 
flowreof thy age in Satans ſervice , and upon thy owne abo- 
minable luſts : That now upon thy converſion, the meere 
worke of Gods free grace, thou _ with part in 
Chriſts Paſſion, with the preſence of the bleſſed Spirit dwel- 
ling in thee, with the higheſt advancement of being Gods 


Favourite, the dearely beloved of his ſoule ; yet the belt Sabs ter. 1: 7 


bath that thou paſſeſt over, the holieſt dutie that thouper«. 
formeſt , is diſtained and diſtempered with ſo many imper- 
feions,diſtrations, frailties, and failings : That while thou 
yet inhabiteſt a houſe of fleſh, thou haſt inherent in thy 
bowels, ſecret ſeeds; and inbred inclinations to all fine, 
(Bleſſerhe ſanRifying Spirit for thy priviledge and preſerva- 
tion ) evento Atheiſme, ſclfe-murder, Sodomy, deſpgiri 

of Gods mercy, familiaritie with wicked ſpirits,finne again 

the holy Ghoſt, &c, That whereas thouſands about thee 
goe on in their finnes, and periſh cevrlaſtingly , thy ſelfe, it 
may bee before thy change, worſe then moſtof them ; yet 
now being ſan&ified , thou mayeſt bee aflured, thy name 
was writ in Heaven, fromall etemitie; andrherefore from 
everlaſting thou layeſt in the baſome of Gods love; and 
from the ſame everlaſting hadſt the Lord Teſws, ſet apart to 
ſhed his blood in the fulnefſe of 4ime , for the ſalvation of 
thy ſoule ; and have patience but a little , and everlaſting re+ 
freſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the Lord: thou 
ſhalt ſhine as the brightneſleof the firmament for ever and 
ever. And in all this who wade thee to difſer ? Thow walt 
framed of the ſame mould , made , as it were, of the ſame 
_—_ onely the ſheares ing betweene . _ thoſe that 
periſh : It was onely grace , the good pleaſare of 
hu will, Theſe and the like conſiderations laide : 
ſhould infinitely rather moove thee with all re- 
verence to adore the bottomleſſe of Gods free 


Love unto thee ; . then conceitedly to magnifie thy ſelfe 
 & 4 above 
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aborethy brethren, or proudly infalt over thoſe that are 
withewt ; to praiſe thy God with a never ſatisfied admirati- 
on of his anconceiveable bountie , then to plague thy ſoule, 
my as it were, empoyſon thy graces with an humour of 
pride, 

6. Thou owſt ſhortly bee ſtriaMly accountable at the juſt 
Tribunallof God, for the nſec and imployment of all the 
good things hee, hath given untothee; of thy life and every 
moment of it; of thy and every farthing of them; of 
every wordrhou cver ſpokeſt ; of every thoughgthat ever 
ſprung our of thy heart ; of every Sermon thou ever heard(t; 
of every Sabbath thou haſt ſolemnized ; of every line thou 
haſt writ ; of every glance of thine eye ; of every journey 
thou haſt made, &c. of thy wit, memory, learning ; of thy 
ſtrength, courage, credit, of thine honour, power, and high 
ow : In a word, of every benefitor any good thing in any 

inde thou ever receivedſt from the bounifull and bleſſed 
hand of Almighty God, And the moe and moe exceltent and 
extra ordinary endowments, and gracious indulgences have 
becne vouchſafed thee fron the ever-ſpringing Feuntaine of 
all good ; the moreexattly muſt thou bee anſwerable, and in 
proportion accountable for more. Wherefore, (ith the 

of ſalvation incomparably excell and our- ſhine all other 

mane abilities; all excellencies of nature, arr, policic, lear- 
ning, or what clſc can bee named admirable in the eyes of 
men; God lookes that wee ſhould kecpe thoſe heavenly 
Tewels eſpecially, orient, bright and ſhining; communicate 
them molt frankcly and aboundantly to onr brethren ; and 
with all watchfulnefſe and wiſcdome upon all opportunities, 
unploy them to our Maſters greateſt and moſt glorious ad- 
vantage. Now there is nothing more hinders the fruitful 
improovement of them then Pride : Nothing makes them 
more paſſable and profitable then Humilitie. A proud man 
puft up with opinion of his good parts, doth ordinarily, 
out of an itching ambitious humour , ſingle out ſuch ſeaſons 
for diſcovery of himſclfe,and oſtentation of his gifts ; when 
hee gay wwne moſt aan ear” * 
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ſelfe vaine glorioafly ; and thereupon is more rare , daintie, 
and reſerved in exercifing his talent, But a down»right hum- 
ble Chriſtian is in this kinde unreſervedly and indifferently 
for all places, times, and perſons ; where, and when he may 
bring glory unto God, good unto ovhers, comfort to his 
owne ſoule in diſcharging a good conſcience. Hee daresnot 
for his heart, either out of bumour , or for feare he ſhould 
make himſelfe too cheape , as they ſay, or any other vaine re- 
ſpe&, conceale any thing in his heart or braine , were it the 
bigheſt ſtraine of his heavenly skill, or any Jo ms 
ſecret in the wyſterie of Chriſt, from the meancſt Chriſtian, 
could hee wiſcly and ſeaſonably thereby dot him any ſpiri- 
tuall good. Lot us therefore infinitely abhorre, by filthy 
vaine-glorie , to ſtaine the glorie, and blaſt the fraitfulneſſe 
of our graces ; but rather with all bamilitie and watchful- 
neſle obſerveand apprehend all the wayes, occaſions and cal- 
lings , whereby we may glorific God moſt with them, and 
1mproove them beſt for our Lords advantage; that ſo wee 
may give up our account atthe great and univerſall Audire, 
a more favour, andenter more comfortably into our Ma- 
ers joy. 

.Let the feare and foreſight of the many fearefull effects, 

much ill that certainely followes, and is ever found 
Where this white Divell, ſpirituall pride, haunts, hunt it out 
of thy heart, and keepe a continual narrow watch againſt 
all its lie infiquations. Beſides that it plagues the ſoule that 
harbours it, with many ſpiritual miſeries, diſtempers, difac- 
n—_—_ with God ( for Hee is ever moſt familiar with 
ſe whoare moſt humble ) Pharifaicall ſwellings, inflam- 


mations of furions zcale , andthe like ; it ever prooves alfo 


of peftilent conſequence and pre judice to the common ſtate 
of goodnefſe, to the honour and acceptation of Chriſtia- 
able. 5, A warky goon poofilieer, lll WEN 
gifrs and fuppoſed ſufficiencics; which wickedly aimes more 
; Lon , then glerifying God ; at his owne praiſe, 
th ting others, 15 for the moſt part very irkeſome, te- 
dions and burdenſome to the company of humble, wiſe, ju- 
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dicious Chriſtians. For ordinarily he is overralkatiue, ſwift 
to ſpeake; and too fullof words;farre more forward to ouer- 
rule and dominecre, in oppoſing, moderating , reſoluing, 
then ſexen men that can render a reaſon. An itching humour 
after applauſe, and of carrying away the credit : for abilitie 
to diſcourſe, and eminencie above others, puts him on too 
often to powre our himſelte indiſcreetly and 1mpertinently 
in all companies, to preſſe and obtrude upon others with 
much verball importunitie, and unconqueradble {tiffeneſſe, his 
maſter-like conceits , without due reſped or ſcaſonable obs 
ſeruation of the humble abilities and ſafficiencics of by-ſtan+ 
ders, andthat many times when hee hath neither calling, 
fitneſle, cfficacie of matter, or power of the holy Ghoſt, And 
if a man doenot preſently vpon the bare and firſt propofiri- 
on , accord and accommodate his judgement to cuery cirs 
cumſtance of whatſocucr he holds, and ſquare exaUy to his 
Oracles ; he begins to ſhake the head as though hee were a 
loſt man, and is ready, 3/0 fatto, to excommunicate him out 
of his conſcience. I ſpeake not thus , to ſtop the current of 
comfortable talke,cdifying diſcourſc,and fruitfull conference, 
11 any true-hearted Nathaxecels. There is infinitely more need 
to ſtirre them up, and quicken them to more forwardneſſe 
and foorth-putring this way at Chriſtian meetings : but one- 
ly to intimate the vaine-glorious , emptie , opinionatiue tal-' 
katiueneſſe of ſuch as are poſſc{led with this white Diudll, 
23. Suchan One alſo is woont to be too auſtere, cenſorions, 
ſowre,and imperious in his carriage towards thoſe which arc 
without ; whercby he becommeth , both a ſtumbling blocke 
to them in their way to Chriſtianitie ; and brings alſo an vn- 
neceffarie , ſcandalous, falſe aſperſion upon the wayes of 
God,and yoke of Chriſt, as though they were harſh, heavy, 
and unpleaſant ; when as they are moſt ſweete , cafic and a- 
miable. I know full well,there is not the wiſeſt,holieſt,hum- 
bleſt, diſcreeteſt Chriſtian aliue, can ſo poſſibly beare and be- 
hauc himſelfe ; bat prophanenefle will plague him with (lane 
derous impurtations of any kinde. Chrift Ie/4w our Maſter was 
nat free this WAY ; which of his ſ-reants then can, dare, or 
wil 
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will expe and deſire exemption? Bleſſed be God, that our 
good names are oyled, ſo that the inke will not ſticke which 
1s caſt upon them. There is ſcarce a religious Profeſſor, eſpe- 
cially of refolution and ſpirit to be found, but ſome men of 
the world will charge him with ſurlineſſe and pride, Where- 
as many times, not only the imputation is miſ-grounded, miſ- 
taken, miſ-imputed, faſtened upon him for the moſt parr, 
by reaſon of his. 1.inconformity to the courſes of the world, 
and corruptions of the times. 2. unſociableneſſe with pro- 
fane men. 3. reſolution and undauntednefle in- good cauſes, 
4+ In and independency, which beget boldneſſe and 
braveneſle of minde,&c. But alſo thoſe fellowes themſelves, 
who fo ſlander him ; becauſe their conſciences were never 
illightened with fight, ſence, and acknowledgement of the 
fouleneſle of ſinne, their owne vileneſſe, the exaftneſſe af 
Gods Law, purity of his moſt holy Nature, ſ:verity and 
certainty of his Indgements ; cannot poſſibly chuſe but bee 
paſſingly prond. Yet for all this, I would adviſe all thoſe 
who have in eameſt given their names to Chriſt ; that they 
would walke warily, and ſo demeane themſclves, that they 
give no juſt offence in this kind, For when they have tryed 
both wayes, they ſhall find, that mercifulnefſe and mecke- 
neſſe to thoſe which are without ; humility and humanity ; 
affable, conrteous, and loving deportment;; and ſo becom- 
ming all things to all men in Pawls ſence, and fo farre as we Coloſ3. 12. 
may with good conſcience, is the better way, ſubſcribed an- | 0054-3 

to by the manifold experiences of wiſc{t and worthieſt Chri= * 

ſtians, to winne honour to our profeſſion, to gainemoe unto 

Gods (ide, andtopreſerve our ſelves inas much peaceamidl(t 

a naughty andcrooked generation, as holineſſe will poſſibly 

permit. 3. Godin his juſt judgementgives over ſuchan One ,,,,,,,,07:m 
ſometimes to fantaſticall opinions, odde and abſurd tenents, cir, «nd #ift-wees 
—_— braineleſlely and ſenſclefſely. from the holy har- 77 Forts 
mony of confeſſions, and our bleſſed pure Orthodoxe Ar- te Nerſe- mother 
ticles of Religion; thetruth whereof, every honeſt man, if [age 


Pans ry Tos to ſeale with his : Which when «dperricalor- 
ſap its ordinary conſort, R— 


_. 
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have unhappily bronght forth, by the midwifery of a kinde 
of ſpirituall wantonneſſe ; be they never ſo monſtrous and 
mif-ſhapen , yet ſome giddy heads will hearken and hanker 
after them ; ſo that many times many weake, ungrounded, 
unſtable young beginners in Profeſſion,are limed, and wotul- 
ly entangled,as we ſee too often in our chiefelt Citie, whence 
enſues an incredible deale of prejudice, hurt and hinderance, 
even to the common ſtate of gaodneſle ; ro the honour and 
acceptation of Chriſtianitie. For thereupon is raiſed a cry in 
all conventicdes of goodfellowſhip,and conſiſtories of world« 
ly wiſedome : That theſe forward Profeſſours will all turne 
Phanraſticall, Familiſts, Anabapriſts, Arrians , any thing, 
Which cry awakes the eye of State-j:alonſfic ; and fo by an 
unworthy conſequent , drawes upon thoſe who are true of 
heart, even Gods beſt ſervants , and the Kings beſt ſubj:ts, 
diſcountenance, ſuſpicions, if not moleſtations ; unneceſſari- 
ly, cauſelcſly. For ſo might yee roote up your Roſe-trees, 
becauſe a worme ſometimes breeds -in the ſweeteſt bud, So 
might yee extinguiſh Monarchies from the face of the carth, 
becauſe they ſometimes degenerate into tyrannies. So mighe 
yee conceive ill of Peter ,and the reſt of the Apoſtles, becauſe 
Tudas prooved naught, &c, 2. Sometimes he ſuffers him to 
fall into ſome groſle ſinne, in the face of the World, and be- 
fore the watchfull eye of ſcornefull enemies; the infamy and 
ſcandall whereof, being once on wing,fleesabroad as ſwift as 
the Eagles of the Heavens , over a whole Countrey, over a 
Kingdome ; the Divels and their drunken trumpeters are 
ſpeedy Dromedaries to carry ſuchnewes : and this concur- 
rent cry reſounds from all places with much wicked triamph 
and inſultation : Tow [ce now what theſe profeſſors are ; One (0 
famous for his forwardneſle, is falne into ſucha groſle finne, 
and ſonotoriouſly ; They are even al alike, cc, Which by 
_— and mn event —_ —_— , to —_ 
piable di our holy profeſſton,the ſtrengthning of t 
Rntbenes hdegmates of the ſtrong, the ſtunting of thoſe 
which are comming on , the hindering of the weake , the 
hardening of the wicked , the chaining of the — : 
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faſter to his chaire of peſtilence. Woe unto himby whom 
ſuch offence dath come ; exceptby a remar keable repentance 
and recovery, after bleſſed Devids example, he re-eftabliſh 
himſelfe in the hearts of Gods people, TY 
of the adverſaries, whoare equally gmity of impenitency, 
as of farre, er impietics. ef»/twn doth excd- 
lently expreſſe, androrhe life, the wilineſſe of the wicked, 
and of the world pon fuch unhappy occaſions. 
There was, as it ſeemes, fome ſach ſcandalous accident be- 
fell in his family. Whereupon hee writes an Epiſtle to the 
Miniſters, Sentours, and whole City of Hippo ; and heartily 
intreates them all, ®* that themſelves would not therefore either » £11137 Herts 
faint in that Chriſtian conrſe , and holy profefſion ; or fall me judiceargne- 
fone with ſuſpicions and cenſures upon all, for the faxlts of a \* 2 Poecten 
few : for there #4 no ſociety ſo bapyy, which « not flained With ficiant 4 pierace, 
ſome ona. Although, faith he, <&ſcipline be exerciſed in my By nem 
family with a watchſull eye, yet I am a man, and lrye among ft declarins nullam 
men ; and therefore cannot preſuene that nine honſe ſhould bee (oe ran toticen 
better then the Arke of Noah; then the honſe of Abrabam;then noc aliquod fagi 
the henſe of Iſaac ;then the houſe of Tacob;then the houſe of Da. Mam nos. 
vid, (-c, Inall which, ſome were nanght ; nay, then the ſamity Dee. 
of leſme Chriſt, in which there was 4 tr aitour and a theifs. Laff 1nd on men 
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World would bcleeve, That they are at /ncb. Doe you not 
thinke in his time the World did thus inſult and exclaime, or 
* The Tt brings 3n the like manner upon Lets fall : Herenow you ſee * Purt- 
this peaking wut 4) Lot, who conld not indure the good fellowſhip of the 
— baſe flew Sodomites ; he is now himſelfe ſeized upon by Inceſt, T hey 
ger, comeji thou br 76 All ſmch, ] will warrant you, In Davids time : Whar, 
Ro een er-litey 2 424 * a man ſo preciſe, that he profeſſeth, alyar ſhall not 
19 prate; and preach CArTy 11 his fight, P/al.101. Hath hee taken away another 
(Piney 1222s Wife ? Tow ſee now what they all are, cc, Proportion 
thou (bale wor bere Dably in theſe times, (andit will be the humour of thoſe that 
Th: Vertion, Hate tobce reformed to the worlds end, foto calumniate) if 
P- 412. any who have given their names unto Chriſt, bee deteRed, 
nay, or ſuſpected of any notorious ſcandalous crime, it is a 
ſufficient warrant for the wicked toraile a generall cry , and 
proclaime every where;T hey are al alike. And good fellowes, 
as they call them, will thinke themſelves wronged, if che 
world thereupon doe not conceive the onely difference be-= 
tweene them, and forward Profefſours to be ; that theſe car- 
ry things more cunningly, and have an art in concealing their 
miſcariages. We,ſay they,are plaine dealing men,and appeare, 
as we are;We are fleſh and blood,and mult have our pleaſures; 
andtherefore refreſh our ſelves at many merry and jovial 
meetings 2 we ſweare ſometimes, and drinke, and game ; and 
totell you true, doe a great deale worſe ; but without hypo» 
criſie ; whercas the demure holy' Ones beare themſelves 
more reſervedly, weare a vizorin their viſible converſation, 
but aſſure your ſelyes, finne in ſecret as well as wee. Iuft as 
Axnſtin Gaith in the forecited place ; The wicked watch and 
obſerve ; and if they ſpye any of thebetter fide to fall, they 
4Omnes tales eſe Would preſently have the world to thinke, * T hat the reſt are 
— no aff ſuch ; onely they are not ever diſcovered, Now the Lord re- 
nifeltar. — bukethee, Satan, who ſo infatuateſt the judgements,and bline 
b Non periit f;a- deſt the underſtandings of men, otherwile of good parts, 
cc vicas pia Prop- and Very worldly wile, whom thou wofally hood w inkſtand 
tentn” good no" ardneft to their endleſſe overthrow. 1. That they ſhould wic- 
Fr a5 8% ® kedly and abſurdly condemne » all for ſome, whereby th 
« Pet-2-29- bar hembeives evcrlaſtingly from the love of the —O_ 
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2. That they ſhould ere& Tribunals irather mens confcien- 
ces ( which 1s Gods Royall prerogative ; ) and ſo miſcenſure 
their hearts, to their owne hardening. 3. Thatthey ſhould 
net bee able to diſcerne betweene being haled and hurried, 
as it were, into ſome ſinne, againſt the generall purpoſe of a 
mans heart, and pratiſe of hilife , by - violence of ſome 
temptation, paſſion, or impetuous ſudden inſnarement,which 
he after heartily bewailes with —— of ff = and 
exemplary repentance, willing, it Ged were ſo pleaſed, to re- 
deeme the ſcandall of his fall with the ing of his blood; 
taking occaſion thereupon to walke more warily, andto doe 
more nobly in the ſervice of his God, all the dayes of his life: 
anda reſolved delightfull wallowing in varicty of luſts, plea- 
ſures, andgroſſe finnes, without any repentanceor reformati» 
on at all, | 

I conclude the whole point, anda good part of my mea- 
ning in the words of an excellent Writer, not much altered. 
I not onely hold itlawfull to rejoyce in thoſe good things, 
wherewith God hath bleſſed us in any kinde whatſoever, c- 
ſpecially the ſaving gifts of the holy Ghoft ; but anote of 
mach unthankefulneſſe , to entertaine them with a ſullen and 
unfeeling diſpoſition. Yet all humane affeRions and endow- 
ments, wherein due reverence to God is wanting, are no bet- 
ter then obſcure clouds, biodring the influence of thatbleſſed 
Light, which darifics the ſoule of man, and prediſpoſeth ir 
unto the brightneſſe of eternall felicitie, Se that inſolent joy 
and overwcening which a man in the pride of his vaine ima- 
gination, conceiveth of his owne worth, doth aboveall other 
paſſions blaſt our mindes, as it were , with lightning , and 
make us refleR our thoughts apon our own ſeeming inherent 
goodneſle ; forgetting the whileſt Him,to whom weeare in- 
debted for our very Being : and beſides, it blowes upon our 
gifts with ſuch a malignant humour , that they alſo become 
nnfruitfull, and unprofitablero others. 

Thus much concerning the firſt extreame and errour in ma» 
naging our ſpirituall cſtate, to wir, a proude overprizing of 
our owne graces with a copccited over-weening ſelfe- cltt- 

matzon. 
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Rom.14-17+ 
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mation. I come now to the ſecond, which is, A dejeRed di- 
frruſtfull under-valuing of Gods mercies, the promiles of life 
and graces which we poſſefſe. ; Ls 

Andhere I cannot hold, but muſt,even with ſome indigna- 
tion,cxpoſtulate and conteft with many of Gods hidden Oney, 
abour rheir heavic, penſive, and uncomfortable walking ; tor 
that they are ſo farre fromentertaining and expreſling thac 
unſpeakeable glorious joy , whichupon their new birth, is 
their native portion and patrimonie; their juſt and due inhe- 
ritance; as certainely theirs by an everlaſting proprictie and 
right (if they would but open their eyes to ſee it, andenlarge 
their hearts to praſpe it) being a fruit of that holy Sprrie which 
dwelk inthem; anda price of Chriſts _—_ eſtabliſhed 
in their ſoules, as their cdloathes upon their backes, their . 
hearts in their bodies, and blood that runnes in the veines : 
I fay, they are ſofarrefrom walking in the ſtrengrh,and light 
of this joy, that they wickedly, I dare fay , it not wilfully, 
abandon and expoſe their ſpirits, freed for ever by the Lambs 
bloed,, from the helliſh fangs of any ſlaviſh horrour, to the 
unneceffarie racke of ſo much fruitleſſe, unworthy,;and Navith 
{adneſſe. Whereby,beſides their owne needleſle (infull felfe- 
created torment, 

I. They moſt enworthily under-value, abridge, and diſpa- 
rage the infinitenefle of Gods deareſt and tender mercy ; who 
1s 2 thouſand times more ready and Forward to bindenp any 
broken heart, then it to bleed before him. 

2. They umeceſlarily diſable and indiſpoſe themſelves 
for the duties, and comfortable diſcharge of both their 
Callings. | 
- 3. They gratific Satan, and fatisfie his cruell humony ; who 
if he cannot have a mans company in Hell hereafter ; (for if 
he were ſure of that, he wonld make him liveas joyfully and 
jovially, as he could pofſibly) hee ﬀabours might and maine, to 
hold him upon the racke of laviſh difſtruſtfull rercours,all the 
dayes of his life. 

4« They are thereby many times occafions of diſcaurage- 
ment, and diſhcartnivg tothoſe which are without, that they 
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are more loth to enter into the wayes of life ; prejudging 
them to be thorny and \ rr and lt damp 
and drooping, of heavineſſe and 

truth, "lr are all paved with —_ tices —_ wh 
Violets and Roſes, full of freſh ſprings of prentas, 
and ſweetly iNlightened even in the darkeſt 
heavenly and healing beames of the Sunne of ri 
For whether i it bee fit to beleeve the Spirit 


Satans Revellers; i Karo This preciſe and ric wal- «»p<5c eva - 


king, ay they, which us with ſuch os 
nateneſſe, Maes would but leade ns to wopitnete IH Phot. 


and melancholy ; » would enchaine ns to that A of 
our pleaſure, reſtraint from company ; from cro 
ſelves with Roſe-buds, and former courſes of cool fellow. 
ſhipand mirth, of which our generotis and Ioviall ſpirits are't, gng;2.; 
moſt impatient , andutterly _— But whae ſaith the Chriſt: penegn 
blefſed Spirit ; * Her Wayes are Wwayes of pleaſantneſſe : and all hffinas nan 
her paths ave peace. They g ivethem occaſion to mil-conceive, leve eſt: Non com 
tht the yoke of Chriſt is bardenſome , and will their pmol fel be 
neckes : whereas in truth and triall, it is Þ caſie light, nd **%? Qua l pre- 
would proove a chaine of heavenly Pearles to adore their Sing 
ſoules ; that after they have given their names tq profeſſion, vince Ce mem: 
they ſhall never have merry day , but muſt neceſfarily bid bid (on pod cope 
adieu to all dehpht : whereas their j i arner ore FI 
away, but ed, as one of the Ancients ſpeakres ; — 
and that moſt lar. , and with an unvaluable advantage, ines, Kar: 
= the filth and 1 of their ſenſual bitter-ſweer plea- plenum.” 8 
ive follics, and furious delights, which paſſe away 1,90 Mot 
| the aſte of pleaſan riakedyethinthe draught, 1 cit 
had bee named ined the emae unconquerable ſpiked 3 on 
joy,which the World cannot give, nor man, not divell take puld cxoram;cla. 
away. © Theic craſhes of loud langhter A and roots, args 
paſtimes, whichare bat as the crack i of thornes under & <remens; fed e- 
pot, the Divels Wakes and Muficke Hell ſhould bee crgn ni lev 
converted in a ſweete, conſtant , habitual contemement of male i 
minde. Nay more ; whereas before m the very height and ave. 
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ruffe of their maddeſt meetings , moſt roaring outrages and 
revellings, their bearts upon remembrance of death, their ſe- 
cret impenitent guiltinefſe, thar ſtri I account at Gods dread» 
full Tribunall, at which they may bee arraigned che nexc 
a Vides convivi- houre, &c. were full often twitch ® and ſtung with many in- 
imerrius cjue es. Ward bitter gripings, and Nlaviſh Foretaſtes of hclliſh rerrour; 
(cientiam. Nonne yet pot their charge,and change of joyes, even in the high- 
Erer ſepulchris + Elt tide and torrent of their periitent.Þ teares , andſorrow for 
Inueris 1ewiriam: fine, ( and they ſhould be ſad for nothing elſe ) their ſpirits 
EETY cor. ſhall yo GT and ann mad of m—_ 
poris ; filioran peace, and; heavenly glimſes 'of etemall light, Ina word, i 
— | would > pus", 6 the Divels ſervice, come out 
ipice ulcers & of Hell, give their names unto Chriſtin truth, and try ; I dare 
jus; cordiſq; mee. aſſure them in the Word of life and truth, they would not 
yr wer gy exchangethe (addeſt houre of all their life afterward, with 
b Dulciores ſunt the prime and flower of all their formall- ſenſuall pleaſpres ; 
— 2a=4, Might they have ten thouſand Worlds to boot. Here then is 
—— loſſe in the change. But in the meane time,much to blame 
12/4-127- arethey, whobcing truly Gods, yet outof weakeneſſe, want 
of wiledome, wilfull liſtning unto the father of lyes , will 
not give way to the counſell of the Prophets, that they may 
——_— ſpirituall hearts-caſe , and ſo preyent ſuch occa» 
10ns. 

Let thoſe that hate- to bee reformed, hang downe' their 
heads : let ſwaggering Bel/ſbazz4r7 countenance be changed ; 
let his thowghts trouble bim ; let the joynts of hi loynes bee loo- 

ſed , and hu knees ſmite one againſt another : let the hearts of 

all ambitious Niwrods, covetous Worldlings, ſwiniſh Dran- 

kards, filthy Whoremaſters , cruell Vſurers, lovers of plea» 

ſures; or whoſoever live and lye in any beloved ſinneagainſt 
lob 2 5. 2i- an illightned cenſcience, tremble as the leaves of the Forreſt 

that are ſpaken with the winde : Let a ſound of ſeare be ever in 
ler4-4i their eares , and ſorrow ſeize upon their hearts, as the 

of a woman in travell ; evenas theterture of her that bring- 
os eth forth her childe : Let trouble and anguifh, and the cap 
IGh 51, 1% of trembling inthe hand of the Lord make them afraid ; and 
kt them cvyery houxe looke to mecte their avgry my P 
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Beare bereaved of her'Whelps , to rext the very cavleof their 
hearts, and to devonre them like a Lion : T.et ſadnefle fitapon 
their forcheads as its-proper feate, and furies, of conſcierice 
affrightcheirſpirit (till with crycs of blood; +Letno voyce 
of joy or eſſe bec hcard in their habitations; :bur the 
moſt griczly apparitions of damned horrour, dwcll-for ever 
in the eye of their gniltic conſciences, For without 
tance, this is their lot , and this is their everlaſting'portion, 
And moſt happy were they, if any thing wouldi fright and 
fire them out of the armes of darkenefle and ſnares of the-de- 
vill; I fay, let the aſpiring Zacifers looke heavily, upon fore- 
ſight of their dreadfull downfall;for though they exalt them- 
ſelves as the Eagle , and thongh they ſer rhew neflt among the 0bad. 4 
Starres ; yet thence will ] bring them downe , ſauh the Lord. 
Thongh their excellencie monnt up to the heavens , and their Tob 10.67. 
headreach nnto the cloudes ; yet they ſhall periſe for ever like 
their owne dung. Let all covetous worldlings cry out, for fo 
the holy Ghoſt commands them ; Goe to now , yee rich men, 
weeps and bowle for your miſeries that ſhall come upan you ; law. 5. 1,2. 
your riches are corrupted , and your garments motheaten, your 
gold and ſilver ts caukered , and the =# faediing 
witneſſe againſt you , and ſhall eate your fleſb a4 it were five: 
yee have _ treaſure together for the laſt dayesr, Let all 
impure fellow-drunkards hold downe their heads, and 
bowle for the horrible Foe which dogges them at heeles ; 


Woe to the Crowne of Pride, tothe Drunkards of Epbrains. If 5- 13:12 aff, 


Behold the Lord hath a mig brie and ſtrong One, which 44A x Cor.6-16, 
tempeſt of haile, and a deſtroftng ſtorme ; as a flood of mightie 

waters overflowing , ſhall caſt downe to the earth with the hand, 

the Crowne of Pride ; the Drankhards of Ephraim ſhalt be tro- 

den dawne under feett, Letthe very heart-ſtrings of all laſci- 

vious wantons tremble at the wee — 

nation, Hcb.'s 3, 4+ #horemongers and Adntterers will 

Indge. Let that Ringing Bue, Ecclel. 11. 9. ſtrike cold tothe 
hearts of all ſenſuall Fa ERS 
Jazee, O young wan, in thy youth, cheere 

* the does of thy youth, and 4 eh __ 
a2 


_— 


%. 
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Phal. 68.21. 


Iſa, $ 17- 


s. Pet 2,17 


and in the fight of thine eyes : But, know thow that for all theſe 
things God will bring thee into indgement. Nay , let the heart 
of every man, whoſoever he be,of what cloth ſoever his coar 
be made, that goes on inthe willing allowed practice of any 
one knowne finne, fall aſunder in his breſt like drops of wa- 
ter, for the day of horrour that is at hand , and the fword of 
vengeance which hangs over his head. For certainely , at 
length the Lord will wownd the hairy ſcalpe of every one that 
goeth on flilt in bis treſpaſſes. Ina word, wayling and wring- 
ing of hands, woe andalas, is the merricſt ſong that any 
wicked man upon tay wu S, X , While he 
yet abides in bis unregenerate ſtate. Who doth not ſee and 
acknowledge it ; except he wilfully ſhat his eyes,or be grofly 
heodwinkt by the Divell or a ranke Atheiſt ? For theres a 
cp, which is called, a cupof Gods fury, anda cup of trem- 


. bling, the hand of the Lord; whole little finger is able to 


beate the greateſt mountaine to powder, and rend the hardeſt 
Rocke in pieces : and tbe wine #4 red; which intimatesunto 
usthe ſharpencſle and fierceneffe of Gods fiery indignation ; 
it «« full of wixtwre ; brim full of ſtinging ingredients : and he 
powreth ont of the ſame ; to ſtirre up andquicken, as it were, 
the bitterneſſe and very botteme : and all the wicked of the 
earth ſhall,will they, nill they, wrong out the dregs thereof and 
drinke them ,Plal 75.8. 
Butnow on the other ſide, Let all thoſe of the Brother 
hbeod , T uſe thephraſe of the hely Gholt ; all thoſe who have 
ven their names to Chriſt in truth , and are true of heart 1 
bis boly ſervice, upon whoſeheads everlaſting light doth 
reſt, lift up their heads. Let the amiable aſpeR of ſweetnefſe 
and peace ever dwell apon their forcheads : Let heavenly 
beames of fpirituall lighrſomneſſe and micth ſhine freſh in 
their faces : Letnever uncomfortable dampe of any flaviſh 
fadnefie or touch of helliſh terrour, vexe their bleſſed hearts: 
Let chemnever more be afraid of any evill tydings, or of de- 
x wr oag it ermnngeotrm mr Þ mn m bee infi- 
ever merry, and {weetly glad ut the very heare 
roote. Andgood cauſe why. It is the charge —— 
O 
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of the Spirit of all trtb and comfort, Be glagin the Lord and 
roycsy# three, and ſhout fir19- ye that are upright 


in beart, Plal.22.1 1. 


glimpſes of his glorious face, -and 
Ioy : thatI might bee vouchlafed thar honowr of being his 
humble Inſtrument, : to raiſe up, and quicken the drooping: 
ſpirics of all that are true of heart ; of all that beare aſ{incere 
invincible affeRionto the Goſpell of Ieſus Chriſt, and power 
of Godlineſſe ;tbatcbey world be ingly merry ; that 
they would ariſe avd ſhake themſelves from the duſt, and 
on their beautifull garments, . that they would forever, with 
a reſolution never to-bee ſhaken with all the powers of hell, 
baniſh and barre out of their happy ſoules, -all their unneceſ- 
ſary ſcryples, diſtraſts, dejeRtions, mn IIS 
neſle, of heart ; that they would oat of ſenſtb of their 
preſent unutterable felicity, and ſtrength of their truely He- 
roicall ſpirits, beare and behave themſelves as heiresof hea- 
ven indeed ; and as the Favexrites of the Kongo Kings! So 
ſhould they infinitely more honour the ſweetnefle of Gods 
mercifull diſpoſition ; the deaxeneſle of his leye ; the tender» 
neſſe of his compaſſionate bowels ; the botromleſle myſtery 
of his free grace; the preciquſnefſe and truth of his promiſes; 
the lenede. of his Sonnes' Bloud ; the pleaſantneſſe 
of the wayes of grace ; andthe glorious worke of the holy 
Ghoſt upon their owne bleſſed ſoules. . 

Let them ever keepe freſh and firong intheir aindes for 
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The Brotherhood alone is 
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raviſhing influence. It never did,or ever will ſhine or ſparkle 
outthe leaſt glimpſe npon the world, or to any earthly heart, 
The moſt ambitious cager hunters after pleaſures, the worlds 
greateſt Favourites and deareſt minions, have onely but in- 
4 Si dicam jucun. roſt and graſpta Bedlam * counterfeit of it : 7 /aid of /angh. 
diras; incipic ho- rep, faich Salomon," It #smad. For the truth is, Ho wicked or 
In fuetd eos, umregenerate man hath any true cauſe or good: ground at all 
fem tote habere eo rejoyce, langh, or be merry. I will make it plaine in a 
dingia arericd, in word, even to the ſcorner, Suppoſe a great- man convi&ed 
ponoribue feculi- and condemned for Treaſon , going towards the place of 
bomines,& lerit:4 CXetution 4 Mile off : and let there 'a Table all along be fur- 
quacam Jnlani- iſhed with variety of dainties; lethim rreadupon Violets 
gaudere impiis , and Roſes, cloth of Arras, cloth of Gold, or what you will, 
Ro ons i all the way ; let him be attended on both fides with moſt 
qzedam , quam Exquiſite maſicke and honourable entertaintments . Doe you 
nes cules 1125 thinke all this wonld make him laugh heartily , carrying this 
nec mor bomi- in his heart, that he muſt looſe his head at the! miles end ;- I 
Wakenit A: rrow not. As farre leſle true cauſe haſt thon tolaugh, who- 
foever thouart, that walkeſton impenitently in any wicked 
courſe, or lyeſt delightfully in any beloved finne ; as a tempo- 
rall death is lefſ= then endlefſe rorments, For he is bot going 
to looſe his head ; but thou, as an already condemned man 
alſo, art poſting towards hell. Hee that beleeveth net, faith 
Joby, t« condemned atready, Toh, 3. 18. If we peruſe pantu- 
ally the happieſt eſtate of the moſt glorious worldling,and all 


his wayes ; we ſhall finde no matter at all for true joy, cithzr 


tobreecd in, or feed upon. Let us walke into his fooles Para- 


diſe, and ſuryey all the =_\ flowers of his imaginary feli- 
cities. It may bee wee ſhall finde wealth, power, pleaſures, 
honours, pompe, and magnificence of ſtate; perhaps an Im- 
periall Crowne, the top of iN catthily happinF?. And what 
of all theſe ? Alas, Gold and Pearle, as one fayes, arebut ſhis 
—_ or excrements 6f the carth';” Power, is bata flaſh 
of ing, that fearegor ſtrikes another; and forthwith'ir 
ſafe js faddenly extin - Pleaſate, is bitt x batrs, ahd yet pal- 
ſethaway ia the aR; as the taſte oF a pleaſantdrinke dyeth in 
the dravght : Honour, isbut abreath, and yet binds a"man 
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in guilded. fetters, and blaſts his ſpirit with farre more care 

and fearorben when hee was moſt meane : Even as ty 

boughes are moſt ſhaken by the windes , and che points of 

ſteeples beaten moſt with ſtormes and lightning: All world- = 

ly ſplendor and pompe, is but a* ſmoake, which vaniſheth , ,, deber pro 

as it riſeth, and drawes teares fromthe eyes,” Even'a Regall magro haberive- 

Diademe, in the ſenceand enſure of an 'Hearheniſh King,13 ,liu ct pon- 

attended with ſuch a weighty irkeſome, and painefull charge; Srvtungn —or 

that, faith he, He who fireqnew the weig bt of 4 Scepeer, * cop. 17-3 19 

hee finde it lying pon the ground, heewonld nat deigneto take #t 

»p, And, whar is himſclte, the-ownerand: Lord of all theſe? 

Alittle walking carth, a coloured. yeece of chy,, a warme 

peece of dirt, a very bag of choler, fleame, and other filch ; to 

day aman, to morrow aone : his breath is in his noſtrils; ſtop 

but his noſe, and he is dead. And whatis higabode amongſt 

theſe painted vanities and things of nought ? ' For ſuddame 

paſſage and change, it is likea Shepheards tent, a Weavers 

ſhuttle, or a water bubble ; bke a hying Poaſt, or 4- flying 

cdoud ; like a ſhip ander faile, or an on his wings; like 

a fading flower, or afalling leafe ; like foame thatis ſcatte- 

ted, or duſt that is driven with the winde ; like a'vapour, a 

thought a ſmoake , a winde that paſleth and commeth not 

againe ; like a flying ſhadow, yea, the very dreame of a' ſpa exic; rap. Pinds 
w,as one (ayes, andthat a morning dreame, which iseven 

as ſoone ended asbegun, But tet us looke into his inſide, and k.. 

the ſtate of his loule, and ſee if wee can there finde any more 

peac& comfort, or contiancy. : No., there you ſhallbehold a 

lively reſemblance of the very reſtlefle tamultnations of the 


raging ſca ; the ne OO II 
rebel- 
erernall 


big in the troth of ns filchy luſts, and rorrenniefle of bi 
lious heart : Ing word, -his poore' ſoulebleeding to 
death. Let us came unto bis death;from the inevitable ftroake 
whereof, all the Gold; and Pearle of Eaſtand Weſt can no 
more redeeme him, then can an handfall of duſt ;' and there 
he ſhall finde deſpaire and horrour,like two evening W olves, 
enraged with bellih hanger ; ready to teare his foule in pie- 
ces, when there is none to helpe. And what —— 
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lay downe his cold carkafſe among the ſtones of the pit, at 
the rootes of the —_ : his name, by reaſon —_— 
ide, laxury, on, fition togoodneſſe, (hall rot 
hs faſt, andftinke as bad > 4 ground, as his body in the 
grave. And laſtly , the. onely forethonghr whercof ſhould 
tmake him tremble all the dayes of his life; his immorrall ſoute 
fincks irrecoverably by the weight of fin, into the botrome 
of the burning Lake ; where there are torments without end, 
and paſt imagination ; exceeding nor onely all patience, bur 
all refiſtance; - where there is no ſtrength ro ſuſtaine, nor abi. 
lirie tobexre ; 'thatwhich there, whileſt God is God, for c 
ver muſt bee borne. And-wher they have beene cndnred 
aSi poſt tot millia ® millions of yeeres; yet are no neerer end, then when they 
capillos hate. OEgAn z nor the ſouleneerer out, theg when it came in, Tell 
runt omnes , qui- Meethen, L pray yon 1n all this, is thereany roome for rejoy- 
—_ verne+cing Þ: Ts there any matter for trae mirth ?- No 'more then 
vas fiuri ſpera- taſbe in the white of an egge, then ſtrength in a broken ſtaffe 
ces tines * of reede, then {weetneſle in the apples of Sodome. Why 
O od quia them on then, it is a ſhame for the weakeſt Chriſtian that breaths bur 
bebunt.Jeſperar;. THE ſpirituald life, even of holy defires ; not to bee infinitely 
one cchcient, et gore merry then the moſt glorious and magnificent world- 
futkcient. Aug. lingupon carth. Shall agracelcfſe wretch,going towards hell, 
ni; 75" & «10 whom God himſelfe hath proclaimed, There i »o prace, 
b Ouz ic1 2ajper DO joy, Þ as the Septnagines render it ; who iga meere Thicke, 
0254: Robber and aſurper, m reſpetof all the joyes npon'which 


pier cone, 


" Ela5921 heeintrudes; and which way ſoever he caftshis cyes;* if hee 
oO weare not falſe ſpetacles, or bee blindfolded by the Devill, 


re.d cantur pro- can ſee nothing but the ugly face of horrour, and tru» cauſe 
fo of: of trembling, If hee looke backward: upon:the time paſt; 
Vominus Ave. de hee may ſee all the” abominable luſts of his youth, all the 
16-1106 14, ** fines of his farmer life, regiſtred' with un iron pen in the 
booke of his conſeience ; and RY ſo many fl-e- 
ing Lions ; who apon the very firſt rouch of Gods viſiting 

s. will awake, ariſe, and rene inpieees,''If hee looke 
on his preſent ſtate, thorow tho cleare Criftallof Godsright 
teous Law : He may ſee Divine vengeance dogging him hard 
at-the. heeles ; to ſtrike hiaz downe into helf, _ 
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the next riot and rebellion againſt his patient Lord , that 
moſt horrible fiery tempeſtuonsſtorme, Plal. 13, 6. ready 
to fall upon his head, even when he is warmeſt in his walch, 
and in the hotteſt gleame of his worldly proſperity : ſadden 
deſtruRion ready to ſeize upon himunavoydably,. as travell *Thd5-3- 

epon a woman with childe, when hee is finging the {ecureſt 

Requiemto his ſoule of ſafety and peace. If hee-laoke for- 

ward to future time, hee Coden, the grave, Gods ſtrit 

Tribunall, the laſt Iudgement, and endlefle miſcries of the 0- 

ther world: the ſting, poiſon, and terrours of which, he ſhall 

never beeable, either to avoid orabide. I fay, ſhall ſacha 

fellow flcere in the face > And ſhall not atruc-hearted: Ne- 

thaneet, to whom Ieſus Chriſt hath bequeathed a legacy of lots 14.27. 
peace ; whem the Spirit of God bids rejoyceevermore ; and 

who, which way ſoever he lookes,if be open his eye affaith, 

ſhall ſcenothing but matter of ſweeteſt contemplation x in» 

finite cauſe of trueſt joy, and ſpirituall raviſhment : If hee 

looke backward upon the time, whileſt hee yer lay under the 

tyranny of the Devill, and dominioo'ef the firſt death : hee 
ſhall ſee the Catalogue of all his for mer ſinnes, ſhould it bee 

as blacke as hal, as foule as Sodome, as red as ſcarlet, faire- 

ly, and for ever waſhed away in that ſowntaine opened for finne 736%t3.3s 

axd for uncleanneſſe , even the precious blood of that inama- 

culate Lambe leſow (riff, the holy and the righteous: If 
heelooke apon his preſent ſtate, hee ſhall finde himſelfe pre- 

ſerved as a Iewel moſt (afe in the precious Cabinet of Gods 

deareſt providence ; environed with a glorious of 

mighty Angels ; kept by rhe power of God through fauth wnto 

ſalvation, ready to bee revealed in the laſt time : it hee looke 

Forman Non the ho death ioced butthe ſting taken _ 

or it the death of < Chreft ; t ve perfumed to 15. o mobi 
hand, by his Saviours bleſſed Buriall ——_ hee may lye he 4 bor 
downe as.ina bed of Downe, fenced with the omnipotent © oP nes 
arme of God, for the glory. of the Refurretion ; the Throne tyres. 

of grace in Heaven, vpen pillars of merey andlove ; f,leani news 
where Iefus Chriſt firs as Indge , who ſhed his haarts blood bocic Aivegenes 
for him;agd is his *Adyocate, while he _— ET 
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Rom.8$ 18- 


of teares ; the boſome of «Abraham, the armes of God Al- 
mighty wide open, and ſtretched out to receive him at the 
end of his Pilgrimage in his Afaſters Joy :- I fay, ſhall ſuch a 
happie ſoule not have an Heaven in his heart,but be heavihear- 
ted Þ Shalla veſſell of the Devill langh, and an heire of Hea- 
ven looke heavy ? Monſtrous abſurditic ! 

2, Every Chriſtian after his new creation, hath ever in- 
comparably more matter of mirth then mourning ; infinitely 

cater cauſe to be raviſhed with ſpirituall joy,then to bee de- 
jetedby griefe. Though this may ſecme a paradox to the 
cleareſt eye, and beſt apprehenſion of worldly wiſedome : 
yet in truth it is a true principle in the myſteric of Chriſt, I 
doe thus manifeſt it , and make irgood to the ſaddeſt mour- 
ner in Sion ; if hee doe not give more care to the lying mali- 
cions dictates of the Devill, and diſtruſts of his owne heart, 
then to the well-grounded counſel of the Prophets, and im- 
Pregnable truth of Gods bleſſed Word. In theright eftimate 
and valuation , all the afflitions and ſufferings of this life : 
whether of ſoule, body, outward ſtate, or any way, are but 
duſt in theballance, inreſpeRt of that exceeding exceſſive eter- 
nall weight ' of glory , purchaſed and prepare&for him by the 
bloud of his deareſt Lord. In the * originall itis, as a worthy 


'- Divines fayes well, a ſuperlative tranſcendent phraſe of 


ſpeech, which farre paſſeth the height of all humane O-atory, 
and all the Rhetoricke of the moſt eÞquent Hearhens ; bc- 
cauſe they never treated upon ſuch a Theme : they were nor 
inſpired with ſuch a ſpirit. Whereupon faith the Apoſtle in 
another place, Ireckon, that the ſufferings of this preſent time, 
are not worthy to bee compared to the glory which ſhall pe revea- 
led in w. Whence it followeth, that a very fore-imagination 
of that moſt unconceiveable happineſſe tobe had hereafter; 
to wit, the ſhining ſplendonr and ſun-like glory of onr bo- 
dies; the unſpeakeable perfeions and excellencies of our 
ſoules ; the admirable beautie of the place ; the glorious com- 
forr of our heavenly ; the beatificall fruition of 
the moſt bleſſed Trinity , &c. and that which crownes 
our blifſe with iwpoſlibilitic of further addition, —_ 
O 


Mm 


——_— —— —— 


comfortable walking with God, = 365 


— 


of all theſe : I ſay, a ſerious preconceit hereof,illightened and 
ſtrengthened by faith, is able to hold up the Chriſtians heart 
with infinite ſtrength, and to refreſh it with a ſecret unut- 
terable gladnefſe, even amidſt variety and extremity of all 
worldly troubles ; and doth miniſter as farre more matter of 
rejoycing, then theſe of tyoartfing, as that forementioned ex» 2 Cor 4 17- 
ceeding excefſine everlaſting with ht of glory, is tobe preferred 
before alittle momentary light afflition. Hence it is, that 
the holy Martyrs of /e/a« were ſo merry,and (weetly conten= 
ted in the middeſt of all their ottward miſcrics, preflures, 
performivns, and Martyrdome it ſelfe. 1was in priſon, faith 
one of then, till 7 got into priſon, I feele no more paine, ſaith b | aurexce Sir 
© another, in the fire, then if I were in a bed of Downe , it 1 as © 
ſweet tome 4s a bed of Roſes, 1 beleeve, ſaitha 4 third, there is d Adelptas 
not 4 merricy heart in the world at this inflant then mine 1g. been. 
To< One obje<Ring toa fourth, Chriſts agony and ſadnefſe « Fain. 
to his cheerefalneſle : Tea,faith he, Chriſt was ſad that I might 
be merry. He bad my fines, and I hxve his merit and rightcouſe 
neſſe. Bur eſpecially let us Jooke upon Pas, a bleſſed andpre- 
cious patterne for us to imitate in this point.” Hee was trou- 
bled on every ſide ; Withowt were fighting s, within were f# ares: 2 Cor.11 23, &c- 
He was in ſtripes above meaſure : in priſons more frequent 7 in 
deaths oft : Of the lewes fine times recerved he forty Gripesfave 
one: Thrice was hee beaten with rods : Once was hee fled : 
T brice he ſuffered Shipwracke : A night and day was hee in the 
deepe : in journeying often, in perils of water, in perils of rob« 
bers, in perils by his owne countrymey, in perils by the heathen,in 
perils in the City, in perils in the wilderneſſe, in perils in the 
Sea, tn perils among ft falſe brethren: In wearineſſe and paine« 
fulneſſe, in ings often: tm hunger aud thirſt, in ſaftings ofs 
ten : 1 cold and nakedueſſe. He was a called a peftilent fellow, He a8: 14 5 
was accomted a4 the filth of the world, and off ſcowring of all * £954) 
things : And yet forall this, he profefſerh of himſdfe;that he 
f rooke pleaſarein infirmitiet; in veroxebr1 5 nereſſhier p#® |; nous 
commemortyit aſpera er gravis, frequentits er abijua os ( Rinebit ; tedprofedd a-lerat e1$ ritus, 


= exteriorn\ hominis corruptione interioren de d 6 digng ;)et guitata requicipiritue. 
a Ks delin!cr, aſpera et 


i, in affigentia deliciarum Dei, in (pe futurz bonadne pre 
g7avia ooniy relevagety ic, Ang. De tempos: Serw- 43. "4 


ſecations, 


— 
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ſeentions, tn diſtreſſes for Chriſt: ſake. Nay, which is more, 
and more punQuall for my purpoſe , hee faith 4n another 
2 Cor-7.4 place, That hee was filed with comfort, and exceeding joy full in 
7 aps, = allbu tribulation. Now every (incere-hearged Profeflor is 
Abundo gaudio bound to over-abound ann Thr In this joy, as well as 
the TR - Not fo, faith the weake Chriſtian ; for tags _ a 
CD onger faith then I, and more grace. It 1s true, but yet thy 
#29 9. ith is as trueas his. And it 15 eſo much the muchneſle, as 
the truthof faith, whichgives right and intereſt toa Crowne 
of life, comfort in all afflitions, and cyerlaſting lightſome- 
neſle, Therefore well faid a worthy Witneſle to the truth, 
| Paul and Peter were more honourable members of Chrift then [ 
Franciſco Farievs. but I am a member : They had more ftore of grace they [, but I 
bave my meaſure ; and therefore ſure of glory. It is ſtrange 
then, that any truc hearted Nathexeel having ſuch good 
ground of rejoycing ; {inning in that hee doth not rejoyce, 
and joy being ſo ſweet and welcome a gueſt te the heart of 
man ; ſhould weare out a few and wretched dayes in anne» 
ceflary heavineſſe, and ſinnefull ſadneſſe ; whereby he highly 
diſhonours Gods free love ; hinders others from the wayes 
- life ; hurts full ſore his owne ſoule, and onely gratifies 
Ale 

3+ It is a coultant marke of every regenerate man, to 
make conſcience of all Gods Commandements, Pal. 11 9 6, 
Now the boly Ghoſt doth ogy in —_— places 
give us charge to rejoyce, but is very earneſt upon us in 
this paint : Nay, doth {o oftendouble and treble with extra- 
ordinary emphaſis and clegant gradation, his encreaty and 
umporrunity in the (am place, Let the Sammer, faith he, be joy 
full with glory, Plal.149.5- Let «ll theſe that ſacks thee, rezoyce 
and be glad wn thee, Plal 40.16, Rrgoce in the Lord, O ye righe 
- eons, Plal. 23-1. Rejoyee evermere. 1 Thel. y.16. Rejoyee 
in the Lord alway ; and agavr 1 ſay, rejeyce. Phils 9-4. Let al 

theſe that pt thew trefs up thee, rejoyce : let them ever ſport 

Joy, Plaly.11. Let the righteaws be glad; lat them rejoyee 
fre God, yea; let thems exceedingly rejoyce, Plal, 68, 3. Bee 
glad inthe Lord, and rejoyce, yerughteons, and foout for joy, all 
yee 


%. 
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yee that are upright in heart, Plal, 32.11, It is notan arbitrarie 
or indifferent thing , as ſome may to rejoyce, of to 
be fad. But acomfortable t is ſweetly enfor- 
ced upen us, by the fountaine of all comfort, ts rejojce; and 
wee breake a commandement, if we rejoyce not. And there- 
fore we are bonnd in conſcience to ſhake our felyes from the 
duſt,to plucke up our ſpirits,to expoſtulate and be angry with 
our hearts, if they grow heavie, as David did : Why art thex / 
caft downe, O my ſonle, and why &#t ther /o diſquieted within 
we ? For we muſtanſwer as well for not rejoycing;as for not 
praying : for breaking this commandement, Reioyee evermore ; 
2s Snaties, Thes ſhalt not kill: ( I know full well there are 
diff-rence and degrees in ſine.) 

But here a weake Profeſſor being preſied to the entertain- 
ment and excellency of this joy, may beetroubledand temp- 
ted apon the ſurvey ot the definition and nature of it, For this 
ſpiricuall Chriſtian joy, is a delicious motion of the minde, 
firred up by the holy Ghoſt, from the preſence and poſſc fit 
on of Chriſt Ieſus our Soveraigne God, dwelling in the ſoule 
by faith : whereby the heart 1s extraordinarily raviſhed and 
refreſhed with a ſweet, holy, unſpeakable delight. Now, 
faith hee, if itbe ſo; I aſt tell you, I finde and fedle no fixch 
ſenſible graſpingof ewe Chrift,' in thearmes of my faith, or 
aſſured poſſeſſion of him , that I dare admitot this jay, or 
ane Gertote Frhy ſpirituall infancy 

But know that rime © iriczall j , 
tations, deſertions, and other dampes and dejeRions of foule 


ww; 
by a ſincere hunger and thirſt after him and his rightcouſneſle, - 


by a finecr hu ak 
cathy anceſtor pong 


STi def preſl hoe 
Spirt wes c upon 

in Fo quizy phton Here thy memory 

reviſe ofmy former diſtinftion of afluranse of 
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Pal. 136+ i, 2, 


Deut-26. 11+ 
& 16. 15+ 
Mac. 6+33+ 


4. What canſt thou thinke upon, or what can poſſibly 
befall thee ; eut of which thou being turned unto God, and 
truc of heart, majeſt nor colle& matter of comfort, and by 
the mighty helpe of faith extra ſome joyfull meditations ? 
x. If thou ſurvay thy graces, with which the free mercy of 
God hath glorified thy ſoule, thou ſhalt ſee 'in them a ſacred 
heavenly Sun»ſhine, which is able to illighten the darkeſt 
midnight of all thine outward miſcries ; to diſperſe and dif- 
ſolve the blackeſt and moſt tempeſtuous clouds of tempo- 
rall troubles. Thou ſhalt feele in them ſuch an incxplicable 
exceſſive ſwectnefle, which werethe world above thee a Sea 
of bittemeſſe and gall, might tume it allinto ſugar, Thou 
ſhalt finde in them ſuch an impregnable immortal vi- 
gour, that will moſt certainely uphold thy ſpirit vnconquera- 
bly, atthy dying houre, and before thatlaſt dreadfull barre; 
when all impenitent wretches ſhall roare like wilde Bulls in a 
net full of the terrours of God, and cry upon the Hills and 
Rockes to hide them from his unquenchable wrath ; which 
they ſhall never bee able either to avoide or abide. Hence 
{prings that abundant and unexhauſted matter of joy, that che 

Joy of harveſt, of dividing great fpoyles, and that which is of 
ſach raviſhing temper,that we thinke wearebut in a dreame, 


is buta toy and rifle, atypeand ſhadow to it ; and which e- * 


ver predominates and incomparably tranſcends all manner of 
mourning. 2. If thou looke out upon thine outward ſtate ; 
uponthy wife, children, friends, health, goods, goodname, 
Orchards, Gardens, poſſefiions, howours , or whatſoever 
thou haſt attained, or doſt enjuy with good conſcience and 
ſanifiedly ; thou artbound to rejoyce in them , as tempo- 
rall cokens of Gods eternall love ; notable encouragements 
to doe more nobly in his glorious ſervice ard comfortable 
additions to thine hope of heayen ; bat ſo, and in ſuch order, 
that as thy cloathes y receive heate from thy body, befbre 
they can comfortably warme it.; ſo ſome inward joy of re- 
concilement to thy Creator , muſt firſt warme thine heart , 
before thou canſt take any kindly comfort from the crea» 
tures. 3. Concerning crofles, afflitions, troubles, perſecu- 
tions ; 


ee es. th. oa os. od oo a5 


comfortable walking with God, 
tions; which are wont to preſent themſelves to the appre- 


henſion of carnall men with much horror ; evenin the very 

bitterneſſe and extremitie of them, if thou caſt the illighrned 

eye of thy ſoule upon ſach places andpromilſcs as theſe: 1.Cor 

10 13. Heb.13.5. Rom,$.28. Heb, 12.6, 2. Cor. 4.17. Efay 

63.9. andthe 43. 3. and then refle upon thy afflicted (elfe, 

thou mayeſt by the marveilous worke of faith, draw a great 

deale of joy from them. A patient ſubmiſſionnnto,and fruits « Ducs Glios be- 
full exerciſe under Gods viſiting hand, is an unfallible demon. Þ<& home, atert 
ſtration chat' thou art a ſame, and not a baſtard. Is there a 
then not more ſweetneſſe in thoſ®# afflitions, which arc e 55 >4t, & non 
vident markes thou art in the right way to Heaven ; then in mox « 4 RR 
worldly pleaſures, which clearely remonſtrateto thy conſcis "ap c24r 
ence, that thou arc poſting towards Hell ? Hence it was, that vc Anon. 
the Apoſtles reoxced, being Þ» beaten, that they were connted 3 ile a 
worthy te ſuffer ſhame for te Name of Jeſus : that Pawland —_ Ke. 
Sy/as ſang in priſen at midnight : that Jewarins cryed ; Lee ile aut dmius 
Fire, Rackes, Pwllies, yea, all the torments of Hell come ow mee, — 
fo I may winne Chriff, 4. Nay, even contumelies and con. Þ***< (pew, & di 
tempt ; reproaches and ſcome fromthe World for thy pro- medic. 
fcſſion, which naturally much nertles a noble ſpirit,do crowne {77/4 9+ 
thy head, and ſhould fillthy heart with abundance of glory, hou mon con 
bleſſednefſe and joy. If yee bee reproached for the Name of "'*m videmurtri- 
Chriſt, happy ave yee, fair Peter : for the Spirit of Glowy and pu-im' ; uid no 
of God refteth upon yow, 1. Per. 4. 14, Bleſſed are yee ſaith ohm maorum 
Chriſt himſelfe, when men ſhall revile you, and perſecnte you, poterie Geof 
and foall ſay al manner of evil ag ainft you falſely for my ſake — 
reiozce, and be exceeding glad, Mat. 5. 11, 12. Scurrilities and ois ho os 
ſcoffes, all ſpirefull f odious nick-names, lying impu- 02% 7 Bruce 
tations caſt upon thee in this kinde, by tongues which cut like Crneloenien 


a5 


ing of his conſcience of thy Cheri." np: 
andat the Throne of Chryfh will be certainely reputed as cha- foqut 6 fi 
Yamerdi flagella non gaudi) Fine oceafones, fod triitivie- it marocis: mhilcminds fagetia proprer De> - 
on, & — fagellabancar, gaadjum ci pariebane. Cheyf. Hom. coo rhijns: 
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raters of ſpeciall honour, and remembrancers of thy wor- 
thy ſervice, whereby, thou ſhalt appeare more acceptable and 
amiable in the eyes of Almightie Ged, and all chat glorious 
triumphant Churchabove. $5. If thou rightly temper , and 
well weigh even thy foreſt ſorrow, and the very bleeding of 
thy heart for ſiane ; it ſhould bee ſo farre from damping the 
ligheſomeneſſe of thy ſpirit, that it ought to openunto thee 
a well-ſpring of pureſt joy. For the penitent melring of our 
affeRions, and kindely mourning over Him, whom wee kave 
pierced with our finnes, infallibly , and ſweetly af- 
ſures the preſence and ſanQifying power of the holy Spirir, 
And what greater comfort , or ſweeter delight, then that 
whichariſeth from a well grounded evidence, that the Foun- 
taine of all comfort dwelsinour ſoules ? Such teares as burſt 
ont of a heart oppreſt with griefe for ſinne, are like an Aprill 
ſhowre, which though it weta little, yet it begets a great 
dealc of ſweetnefle in the hearbs, flowers, and fruits of the 
earth. As even in laughing the heart of the wicked is ſorrow- 
full : ſocontrarily even in ſuch moarning , the heart of the 
true penitent islightſome and comfortable. For babituall joy 
may not onely conſiſt with auall ſorrow , and contrarily : 
but alſo even aftnall joy with aRuall ſorrow, This is no 
ſtrangething in other caſes ; when wee ſec a good man, per- 
ſecured for agood caufe, ftand to itnobly ; wee grieve for 
his troubles, but rejoyce in his reſalutronand mmdaumtednefſe. 
As wee eught then to grieve bitterly for oar ſinnes ; fo let us 

\ Non eft hoe * 1ejoyce immeaſurably for ſach ingenuous grieving. Let us 

2zudium hu8ui il. lament heartily over him, whom we have wounded with our 

—_— -—— —_—_ laſts pon let us alſo bee erm) rw at the ve= 

naſcitur quogue ry Heart roote ; arc all pardoned powring 

hoc gan out of his blood. Not the moſt exquiſite quinteſſence and 
malnluger con extraction of all manner of Muficke or Conſorts; vo- 

O'mubs, wt ie. Call or inſtrumentall ; can poſſibly convey fo delicious a 

ory $34 WF and relifh to the outward care of a man ; as certifi- 

ply. How, cate breught from the Throne of mercy by the bleſied Spirit 
| reapay ec whdragr wary ag de 1976 @ ſalſ4 penit. cap. 11. Beati, gvi be lugeris, quia ride- 


- 
oy - Lu 
2,” 0 


comfortable walking with Cod. a - - 
ſealed with Chriſts blood, to the bruiſed heart and grieved 
ſoule of an humble ſinner, in the very depth of his ſorrow, 
6. If thou be troubled with temprations,and exerciſed even 
with varietie of them, heare the holy Ghoſt:® Count it aljoy _ 
when ye ſall into divers temptations. To let other particulars 290 y-_ 
paſſe. From the very fouleſt and moſt grieſly ſuggeſtions of pe-uic crrion 
Satan ; Þ thou mayſt colle& this common glorious comfort; 7%. 


- . * lames x. verſe 2. 
That thou artnone of his. For as he is woont to keepe n- 4 Cam cogeats 


converted men in as merry a moode,and faire a calme of out. 42, horrenda, 


as Wrp1s, ne + 


ward contentment, and inward ſecuritie , ashe can poſſibly; faria imporrunt 
occurrerit 3 non 


retiring and reſerving his moſt fiery darts and hideons temp- Jrarrer't 5 non 
_—_ untill he have them at ſome dead lift, and unavoida- fterur periona de- 
ble ſtrait : ſo all that are broke out of his helliſh priſon, by yum! eres 
the helpe of the holy Ghoſt, he ordinarily purſues with <redar, ſe propeer 
deadly rage,and allthe powers of darkenefle. He hunts them Log 


in his fitteſt ſcaſons like a Partridge in the Mountaines, with qveummcunque 
troubles without, and terrours within. The leſſe peace thou bleſphemis video 


haſt therefore from him, the more pleaſure maiſt thou take 37, <** —_— 


in thine eſcape out of his clutches, The more reſtleſſely hee cours 6dem. Sed 
followes thee with the fury and variety of his temptations; q—— 
the more ſweetly and ſecurely, it thou wilt give way to the Deum inde acci- 
counſel of the Prophers, and the worke of faith; maiſt thou {35 <a come: 
repoſe thy wearied ſoule upon the comfortable afſurance of malu ima;fioees. 
being certainely Gods. Qudem poteachs 
5. Every one that hath part in Chriſts death, is bound im Dev,quia non dar 
conſcience, and bidden by the bleſſed Spirit ro leade a moſt gy ago” _ 
merry life, even to keepe « Feaſt ; <a ſpirituall Holy day,as it potius rentatio 
were, from all ſervile terrours, ſlaviſh ſadneſſc, uncomforta- 1999 .dmai a 
ble dejeRions of ſpirit: For even (Þriſt our Paſſeover u4 plicatio remeatin 
m e 
; quod quis de 
manibus demonum cvaſerit. Dum —_ eſt in carcere, yaicum haber cuſtodem, vel duos: f vers 
evaſerit, - —_— —_—_— Me ekni a wt non —_ __ money 
perſequuntur, n" crit. Ger 'T Ges 
ov. Cum dnere dedes undockl dens eſt, neque - hos — —— 
i enim m tentaris, namquam probarts. Nonne mebus eſt tencary, & probart, quim non cen. 
raw reprobari 4 Auguſt. mw T/ol144. c *Bopmignyury. Epulationis ergo prafens rempus eft. Nam 
C 


cam dixiffer, Fpulemur,non qudd Paicha efſer,non quo! Pemecoſte, 1dc1rco epulandum intellexerir; 
led omne tempus exulzationts tempus cſſer Chriſtians, propter cellatorum bencficiorum excel- 


Gir/oft. in cap. 5. 4d Ow 
Bb ſacrificed 
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* Hence it is, that 
the Ports call it 


money. 


ſacrificed for v1, therefore let v1 keepe the Feaſt, 1. Cor.5.7. 

The {weetnefle and excellency of this Faſt, is notably ſet 
out and amplificd by : 1. The beautifull garments we pat on 
and weare, when weare admitted vnto it: 2. The matter, and 
magnificent prouiſion : 3. The muſicke : 4. The franke and 
bountifull entertainment and plentie : 5. The extraordinary 

pe and princelineſle. 

1. For the firſt , medirate ioyfully ypon that rich attire, 
and thoſe Royallattributes, glorifying and crowning Chriſts 
bleſſed Spouſe , with moſt admirable and rauiſhing beautie, 
Cant.6.10. wWhou ſhee that looketh forth a4 the mourning, faire 
4s the Moone, pure 4s the Swnne, terrible as an army with Ban 
wers ? And known, that all the efſentiall glory and faire- 
neſſe which is to be found in the whole Church, the Yoman 
clothed with the Sunne ; as that of juſtification and ſanRifica- 
tion,8&c. belongs to euery member thereof, to eucry faithfull 
Chriſtian. 

As the morning. | 1. The morning ſprings out of the grea- 
teſt darkeneſle; the night is moſt darke,as they ſay,alittle be- 
fore day : the illuminated ſonle ariſcs out of the moſt darke- 
ſome and damned graue of ignorance and finne. 2, The 
beauty of the morning 15 principally ſcene in her * ruddineſſe; 


reAduirraxe i0e. The ſoule that is newly deliuered our of the horror of Egy 
The Roſe: fingered tjan darkeneſle, and hands of the helliſh Pharaoh, is all rnd y 


with paſſing thorow the red Sea of Chriſts blood; that is the 
ground vpon which all its beauty and bleſſedneſſe is buile, 
3. The glory of the morning after its firſt peeping in the 
Eaſt , ſpreads fairer and fairer in all beautic and brightneſſe, 
vntill the mid-day,and full ilſuſtration of the World : Grace 
in the ſoule, after the firſt plantation, growes ſtronger and 
ſtronger, ſhines fairer and fairer, vntill it ſet in the bottome- 
lefle Ocean of cndlefle Glory. See Prow,4.18. 

Faire as the Moene. ] 1, The Moonereceiues all her light 
and luſtre from the Sunne : all the graces, holinefl?, inherent 
righteouſneſle , ſhining in a ſanAified foule, are the image 
and impreſſions of the Sunne of rightcouſnefle, 2. The 


Moone 


* —_ 


comfortable walking with God, 


Moene hath ſome ſpots in her face ; but yet isa very bean- 
tifull creature by her borrowed light. The Chriſtian 
ſomewhat blacke with the remnants of original corrupti- 
on, and by reaſon of his vnagoydable frailties and imper- 
feRions ; but yet comely as the crertaines of Salomen, by the 
glory of his new-creation and gracious beames that ſhine 
vpon his ſoule from the face of Chriſt. 3. The farther the 
Moone is remooved from the Sunne ; the fairer ſhee is, and 
fuller of light : The more an humble ſoale, apon fight of 
that Holy Maieſtie and pureſt cye, tenne thouſand times 
brighter then the Sunne , which cannot looke on iniquitie; 
doth retire with lowlieſt thoughts into himſelfe, to abhorre 
himſelfe in duſt and aſhes, as moſt vile, and farre worthier 
to be throwne into the loweſt dungeon of the kingdome of 
darkeneſſe, then to bee honoured with the love and light 
of his countenance ; is more * beantifull and amiable in the «Tas raaquey; 
eyes of God. __ —_ 
Pure as the Synne ] The Moone ſhadowes out inherent Pi » quans pre 

fairenefſe ; the Sanne reſembles and repreſents our imputed Jetpetior Tani 
pnritie : So that this Royall Robe, the Sunne of righteouſe 22 oculos fios, 
neſſe, thennſpotted luſtice of Teſus Chriſt, doth glorific ty. 5p. 2w. * | 
the ſoule : r. With anentire unſtained beautie : our inhe» 

rent holineſſe hath ſome ſpots and ſtaines of imperfeRion 
like the Moone ; but that imputed for our raſtificar 


ion, is 
much more ſpotleſſe and orient then the Sanne. 2, Vniver« 
fally : Wee are waſhed as it were, from top totoe in the 
blood of Chriſt, and covered wholly with his perfect righ- 
teouſneſſe, 3. Conſlantly : The exerciſe of ſpirituall gra- 
ces and ſence of inward comfort , may ſomerimes ebbe and 
wane for a time; but the Robe of Chriſts Royall Tuſtice 
once put on by the hand of Faith, is ſure and the fame for 
ever. 

Terrible 41 an armie with banners. | Beſides this rich and 
royall attire; all this abundance of ſpiricuall faireneſſe and 
beautie ; wearetoput on alſo, (leſt helliſh Harper , that I 
may ſo ſpeake , ſnatchaway our delicious and dinine dain« 
ties,thatgliſtering Armour,thicke ſet with — Pearles, 

Bb z ſcribed, 
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deſcribed, Epheſ. 6, The glorious (| plendour whereof, is 2- 
« Et quoniam de ble to dazle the divels eyes, to daynt his courage, and © drive 
hoc bello licete- him out of the field, For he well knowes it to be tryed, and 


enpbars, icpe of proofe, worneby our Capraine Chi eſw, who foild 
hes arma Pauli, tim by the /ivord of the 3psrit, in that great combate in the 
& tant hortatio- = y 


ne ducts certam Wilderneſle, «Al atth.4. And it 1s thar, by which the WCa- 
maar toy 19. keſt Chriſtians ſhall Porth, by the bleſſing of the God of 


omnia intt:umen. Peace, L braiſe Satan wnder their feete, 
ta poſlideas, (ecu- 


re proceds. ag The ſumime is; The heanenly attire of a ſanRtihed ſoule, is 
przlum ſpirirus- farre fairer and more amiable then the exquiſite concurrence 
oboe? "ves of all carthly beauties and viſible * glory. Were ihe light of 
toro exere-tu fuo. al[ the ſtarres above colleRed into Sunnes (w bich> Aſtrono- 
A Deniriadt,” mers ſay would make many)and added unto that great bright 
4 ng "_ Body, the Prince of all the lampes in heauen : nay,if beſides, 
b Out of the vnitzg there were an acceſſion of all the orient {plendonr of all the 
«g's of the fan's, Pearles and Tewels, of all the Cryſtall and gliſtering things in 
ſaith Coſmes. Þ. 1, this lower world ; andall compaRted into onebeautifull bo- 
+ be dy, it wouldbe but asa lumpe of darkenefle, to the glory 
oumerum pona- and Fairencſe of a lanRificd ſoule. For the beauty and ami- 
mus; aut Vene- ablenefle of an holy Soule, inflamegthe heartand aff:Rions 
ſyder+ z nec com- of the Sonne of God, with an extraordinary pang of {piri- 
| — — tnall-fervent love, Cant.4. 9+ whercasnor all the glory of 
ſcuras,aut quirg;, the world, though repreſented to his eye with the faireſt lu- 
lace, vel neba- {tre, and inthe moſt refined forme, could move him ever a 
lots, nulloetiam whit, Matth.4 8,9,10. Plato was wont to fay, if morall 
was ifinitas ali YCTMUCS COUld bee ſecne With the outwardeye ; they would 
Sclnacs ang fore » what niprakeabe reviſhments che wor 
= and love : what unſpea t 
Chriſtian graces enkindle , were they viſible to the car- 
nall eyes > They would = _ - > 9 —— 
Profeſſors ; to turne even Diunkards into Puritans, as 
they cail them; the moſt {cniuall Epicure, into a mortifi.d 
Saint. 
For the ſecond, Let thy ſpirituall appetite feed merrily up. 
on that ſweer-«ſt place, Tiai:25. 6. And # this mountaine ſhall 
the Lord of Hoſts, &c. Heere is provided, as wee may tce, a 
magnificent and glurious feaſt, cumpoſedall of mariow and 


ta.uefle, 


yY . 


— comfortable walking with God. 


fatneſſe, of moſt refined and purified wines; which ſhadow 
unto us, ſpiritudl delicacies, theſe p power dainties, digd out 
of the rich myne of the myſterie of Chriſt, 'by the bandof 
Faith, 'in the Word, Sacraments, Prayer, Communion of 
Saints, ſolemne hamiliations, ſweet Soliloquies, ſolitary con- 
ferences with our God, feeling forethoughe of infinite joyes 
through eternity, &c, Every cirmmſtance breathes out tho» 
thing but ſweetneſfle. 

In this mowuntaine. ] Tt is drefſed in Mount Zion, The per. 
fe tion of beantie, The joy of rhe whole earth , The glory of all 
Lands ; which repreſents unto us, by way of ſhadow and 
type, the overflowing glory of the Chriſtian Chaech; the 
very Heaven of afl humanne ſocieties; our onely Sanne in this 
inferiour world; which though ſo much maligned, yet were 
it remooucd,there wonld bet a little hell upon carth; and ne- 
thing left, but a darke Midnight of villany and horrox, for 
incarnate - 7 to domineere » / bf 

e4 fea fat things, a faſt of wine? onthe lees ; of ſat 
things 47 LIES þ- eg the lees well refined. He 
by is intimated the mattcr of the Feaſt, and Royall proviſion, 
amplified with extraordinary Emphuſis of words, degancy 
le > , and _— jion of the —_ with _— 
expreflion ; which alſoargues its excellency.lIt is not 
to heave ſaid, of fat things, butthere is added, of fat things 
full of marrow,and ſo proportionably of the wines ; to int 
mate the moſt exquiſite refined flower of all delicacies and 
dainties. The marrow of the fatnefſe; as if a man ſhould ſay, 
the ſpirit of the quinteſſence, the Diamond of the Ring, the 
ſparkle of the Diamond, &e. And yetall this comes infinite- 
ly ſhort of what the holy Ghoſt would ſhadow and ſhew unto 
as by the moſt ft materials of carthly Feaſts, Bar 
above all, that makes the Feaſt moſt matchlefle, is the 


Feaſt-maker ; Jehovah, is the founder and finiſher of it : The Inerei guſiue #- 
maker of hexven and earth, makes it. The Poets deſcribing nia queruns ; 

men of moſt ambirionsapperices after choifeſt dainties, fay, N animo 
thatthey rob all the Elements, to pleaſe their palates. The bus. 
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Maſter of this Feaſt, the ever-bleſſed Tehovah, tells us of his 
ſtore and treaſuries this way, Pal. 50, 10, 11. Every beaſt of 
the Forreſt 1s mine, and the cattel! wpon a thouſand bills ; I know 
all the fowles of the mountaines , and the wild beaſts of the field 
are mine. 'But all theſe being but onely marter of corporall 
food, are yct nothing to the ſpiriruall ſweetneſle of this hea- 
venly Banquet, The ſecret and facred delight of thoſe di- 
vine daintics intended here by the holy Ghoſt, being unſpeake- 
able and glorions, doth infinitely tranſcendthe poſlibility of 
all creatures to contribute , and. the capacity of the largeſt na- 
turall underſtanding to conceive, So muſt bee conſtrued, as a 
worthy Divine fayes truly,rhat Text, r.Cor.2. Not of the joyes 
of heaven , which heere the ſpirituall man himſelſe cannot tell 
what they ſhall bee ; but of the Goſpels joy, of the Wine and 
Fatlings ready prepared , and now revealed tothe Beleever by 
the Spirit, 

For the third. Heare the voice of ſweetneſle and peace, 
Eſa.27.2-Sing vnto her : A vineyard of red Wine. Sing ] ſounds 
nothing but joy , lightſomeneſſe, and mirth : Yxto her ] the 
ſexe of more amiableneſſe,tenderneſſc,and love. A Vineyar 
Vineyards, Orchards, Gardens, and ſuch incloſed Plots, are, 
as it were, the flowers, ſtarres, and Paradiſes of the earth. Of + 
Wine Jas though the Vine-trees of this Incloſure brought not 
foorth the groſler and uncruſhed Grapes ; but more immedi- 
atcly, the refined and pure blood of the Grape. Red ] The 
moſt generous ſparkling delicious Wine. A Vineyard 1s, as it 
were, the Diamond of the Ring ; wine, the ſparkle ; red, the 
ſplendour of the ſparkle : all exccllencies, ſweetnefles, tran- 

cendencies ; where God opens and exprefles his heart and 
love to his Church, or any of his Choſen. 

For the fourth. Let thy faithperuſe with enlarged Medi- 
tations , thoſe precious paſſages of graciaus invitations and 
bountifull entertainement, Mat. 23. 3, 4« Iſai. 55.1,2, Pro.g, 
2,3. Cant. 2. 3, 4. Thow foalt ſucke and bee ſaticfiedeven with 
the breffs of conſolations. Thy deareſt and moſt glorious Mo- 
ther , which .is dothed with the Sunne,, treades upon the 


Moone, 
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Moone, and weares on her head a Crowne of twelve ſtarres.; 
ſhall ſweetly and tenMtrly beare thee npon her ſides , and dan- 
dle thee wpon her knees, Ta. 66.11,1%. = 
For the fift, It is compared toa wedding Feaſt, and that 
of a = ſ{onne; which is wontto bee honoured and crow- 
ned with height and varicty of all magnificence and Majeſtie; 
joy and triumph, mirth and maficke. When an humbled 
foule is fi: ſt made ſure tothe Sonne of God ; the joyfull har- 
mony of all good hearts that heare of it, and the triumphant 
Hallelniahs of the bleſſed Angels in heaven, coneurre in con- 
ſort, as it were, of congratulation, for ſo amatch;; in 
gladnefſe and joy for ſo holy achange. Thus Fealt begins ac 
thy firſt betrothing ; when thou recetvinga Ring, asit were, 
beſet with five precious ſtones : 1- Righteouſneſle. 2, Tudge- 
ment. 3. Loving kirdneſſe. 4. Mercies, 5. Faithfulnefle. 
It is afterwards continued with many gracious paſſages of 
love and ſweeteſt entertainements on both fides , even in 
thislife ; as appeares in Solomons Spirituall Love-ſong, Tt 
ſhall at laſt bee crowned with an everlaſting Tubilee, and 
pleaſures moe then the Starres of the firmament in aum- 
ber ; when the Lambe receives his wife into hisneereſt and 
deareſt embracements,; even into full poſſeſſion of the moſt 
bleſſed, never-ending Kingdome of heaven ; bought for her, 
full dearely, with his owne hearts blood. Then, our Feaſt 
of grace ends in the endlefſe fruition of Glory. How mer» 
ry then ought wee tobee in the meane time, who are ad- 
mitted and enrighted to this gracious and glorious Feaſt ? 
Ofexpreſling which to the life , the fineſt fare and moſt ex- 
ifite delicates of all earthly feaſts, come as farre ſhort, as 
the dull earth comes ſhort of the gliſtering heaven ; agroſle 
mortall body,of the precioufneſic of an everlaſting ſoule ; An 
inch of time; of rhe length of eremitic, For corporall dain- 


ries fat a frailebodie for 2 ſpan of time, with carthly'foode, 
accompanied with a-little poore vaniſhing delight of ſenſe : 
But ſpiritnall fogd: fills 'an immorrall ſoule vet 
Nama 4 , artended with pur 

4 Joy 
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joy, and ſincereſt pleaſures through all eternirie: | 

6. As thou doſt honour Gods Inffice, in trembling at his 
threats,and throwing thy ſelfe into the duſt,as extremely vile, 
and fewell for hell nnder his mightic hand, and the piercing 
Majeſty of his pure Word; repreſenting clearcly unto thy 
conſrience, and preſſing terribly upon it, the hainouſneſſe of 
all thy luſts, iniquitics, abominable provocations of the eyes 
of his glory and divine indignation flaming againſt them ; {o 
when thou findeſt and feeleſt thy heart truly wounded by 
the Swordof the Spiric, with remorſe and ſorrow for thy 
finnes, weary with the heavy weight and burthcnof them, 
poſieſled with ſincere hatred andliothing of every evill way; 
thou oughteſt , and art bound in conſcience, and by the 
commangdement of the Holy Ghoft , to glorific Gods truth 
in his promiſcs-of mercy , by throwing thy ſelfe into the 
bleſſed armes, and bleeding imbracements of the Lord leſaes, 
dying upon the Crofle ; in-whomthey are all, yea,and Amen, 
with much aſſurance and peace ; with unſpeakeable and glo- 
rious joy. And the rather, becauſe the ſpeciall ſeafon and 
oncly opportunity of thy magnifying and honouring the 
{weete mfluence of Gods deareſt mercies, tender- hearred- 
neſſe, and truthupon humble ſoules, through the precious 
promiſes of life, 1s mthis life. In the world tocome they 
ſhall all be accompliſhed upon thee to the utmoſt, and crows 
ned with a cleere viſion and full fruition of that ever-blefſcd 
and moſt glorious Majeſty. Then faith for ever expires;and 
wee ſee face to face. 

Theſe things being {o, and moſt ſure ; let every truc-hear- 
ted Nathanacl bec heartily intreated, nay , juſtly charged in 
the name of leſus Chriſt, by the bleſſed Spirit, the fountaine 
of ailcomfort; as bee will anſwere it at the gloriaus'Throne 


of Mercy , creed in Heaven upon ro: make Him 
everlaſtingly merry, that hee henc maſt r 

and for over caſt ont of his conſcience, fpinkded with rhe 
Blood ef the Latnbe, and qut of the Ki Chriſt; @« 


verfowing with Pcace and Ioy gy" 


ſhed in his ſonle, thoſe intruding uſurping Tyrants ; onely 
naturall Lords ever naturall men : I meane, horrours of 
guiltineſſe, falſe feares, flaviſh terrours, damps and droo- 
pings ; all nncomfortable penſiveneſſe,dejeRtions, and feare, 
Andleaving ſuch Harpies as theſe, and heart-caters, onely 
tothe grumbling and guilty conſciences of all thoſe that hate 
robmecfaancs and Satans flaves , as their proper furies ; 
let him with an holy violence againſt the devils cruel aſſaulcs 
and contraditions of his owne diſtruſtfall heart, and with 
acheerefull ſpirit, lay hold upon bis juſt inheritance and e- 
verlaſting portion, purchaſed for him by the bieter and 
painefull ſufferings of the Sonne of God; even floods and 
freſh ſacceſſions of ſweeteſt joyes, ſhed and ſhowred 
downe continually from the Throne of Grace upon his 


| - phnks in great abundance ; if he will but onely vouc 
c 


to open the doore by the hand of faith, that the ble(- 
ſed beames of ſuch lightſomeneſſe and comfort , ſhining 
from the face of Chriſt, may come in. Let his ſoule, fill 
fairely arayed with its heavenly roabes, to which, the bean- 
ty of the morning, bigh of the Moone, aud glory of 
the Sunne are buta ſhadow ; and liſtning ſweerely to that 
melodious Song, compoſedall of Peace and Toy, Pleaſures 
and Pardon of finne. which the mercy of God malces in 
the care of its faith ;; fallto, and fill it ſelfe at the Wedding 
Feaſt of the Kings Sonne, with thoſe ever-lpringing rivers 
of ſpirituall refreſhing, aut of the bott pth of 
Gods free love revealed in the myſtery of Chriſt, bythe 
miniſtery of the Word and Sacramentall grace ; as with 
marrow and fatneſſe : Let itſucke abundantly, and bee ſatis- 
ficd with thebreſts of everlaſting conſolations. And ſithhe 
is incorporated into Ieſus Chriſt, and upon-.All afſailes 'hath 
the wings of faith in a readineſſe,” ro ourſoare the height 
of all humane miſerics : Let '® him for ever ſtand 


bas differre oportet vt omnia +ferac : & velur alas 


4 Chriſtianum &- 


in hoc ab infideli« 
walowm 1 7petu ſuperio- 


le 
rea exhibexr. Supra Per propecrel & | =— m expugnabilis eſt $i 
edicfigturonms adn elevate tneri ad line Poden 200. per yeaant, bac ami oa lacucls ſyblimior. 
frmanes <2, Obry/. Hom 2: Ad pop : | 


Mount. 


A 


Generll directions for 4 


Marnh.7.2 5. 


Mount Zion, inexptgnable, and unſhaken with the moſt fy» 
rious incurſicns of the floods and tempeſts of all worldly 
troubles, preſſures, and perſecutions. Let all thoſe monſtrous 
and moſt abhorred injeRions, filthy temptations, and fiery 
darts, pointed with the very malice of hell, ordinarily offe. 
red to the imagination of the beſt, bee reſolutely repelled by 
the ſhield of faith, and retorted as dung vpon the Tempters 
face. Let all ungodly oppoſitions from man or devill,or fearc. 
full diſtruſt bee but as ſo many proud and ſwelling waves , 
daſhing againſt a mighty Rocke ; which the more boiſte» 
rouſly they beate upon it, the more are they broken, and tur- 
ned into a vaine foame and froth. 

But to deſcend with thee more punQtally to ſome parti- 
culars : tell me truely , thou which halt given thy name to 
Chrift in trath; what is it that troubles thee ? what is it that 
ſtill deraines thine heavy heart, in the chainesand ferters of 
horrour and ſadneſſe ; and lockes it up fo long from the en- 
trance and entertainement of ſpiricualllightſom<nefle and joy? 
And if Ibce notable to confront and confound it, by ſome 
well-grounded counter-comfort and Antidote, out of the 
Oracle of truth ; if I bee notable to diſcover it to bee a ſelfe» 
created crofie: and to diflolve it into an imaginary and 
groundleſle fancy, by the light of the Word ; then walke hea- 
vily ſtill. Onely beleeve the Prophets, and thou ſhalt proſ- 
per. Thou muſt then bee contented to bee counſelled by the 
faithfull Phyſicians of thy ſoule ; who.can ſhew unto 14x 
hu uprightneſſe, andare inftrutted wnto the K gdome of bea- 
vew ; eſpecially fetching all their preſcriptions, receits, and 
CPI—_— out of the rich Teaſurie of the Booke of 


Thou muſt learne ; | 

I, To put a difference betweene nullity of grace, and 
umperteftion of grace, Many good ſoules defire ſincerely 
that their hearts were broken in pieces , and bledat theroor, 
for their many and .hainous finnes ; grieving much , that 
they can grieve no more : they hunger andthirſt for Chriſts 
righ- 
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righteouſueſſe, more then for the wealth of the whole 
world: They groane mightily in ſpirit for Gods favour, 
pardon of finne , power over their corruptions, ability to 
pray better, &c. Bat yet becauſethey feele not that mea-* 
ſure of ſenſible ſmart and anguiſh of heart in lamenting their 
former life,as they deſire ; becanſe they have net their wiſhed 
joy and peace in Chewing; becauſe they cannot now pray 
. as fervently and oy as they , perhaps, were formerly 

woont ; not with that freedome and heartinefſe as they 
would : in a word, becauſe they are yet but /moaking flaxe, 
and braiſed reedes, not full ſhining lamps, and troug Pillars 
in the Houſe of God ; they will needs have all to benought. 
Whereby they ( I will not ſay belie the Spirit, but) moſt un- 
worthily denie, and in their conceites nullifie his already 
wonderfull glorious worke upon their ſoules ; to their, I 
know not how great ſpirituall hurt and hinderance. For fuch 
intolerable unthaukefullnefle may be juſtly puniſhed, and 
paide home with longer detainement , the Racke of 
diſtruſtfull laviſh feare, and under the of Legall 
terrours. It is a ſpeciall point then of ſpirituall wiſedome, 
and of _ conſequence for the ſoules quiet and wek 
fare ; to diſcerne weakenefle of grace from want of grace. 


Chriſt T:/m« declaring in his heavenly Sermon who are bleſ- Marth» 5- 


ſed, doth not inſtance in the perfe&tions, excellencies, and 
heights of Chriſtianity ; e all thar are true of heart, fin- 
cerely pray for, and preſſe after them : but in theleaſt and 
loweſt degrees, leſt the /moaking flaxe ſhould bee quenched, 
and braiſed reedes bee broken. Hee doth not fay ; Bleſled 
are the ſtrong, in Faith ; the full aſſured : Blefled are thoſe 
that take on for their finnes, as for their onely ſonne, and 
for their firſt borne : but, Bleſſed are they which doe hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſſe : Bleſſed are the poore in 
ſprrus, cc. 

- '2« Not alwaies to make ſence and feeling the Touch» 
ſtone for thetruth of thy ſpirituall Rate, A man ina ſwoone 
or aleepe feeles not hislife, and yet is aliving I 
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a Luna ipſa , qui 
prophencis ora- 
cults ſpecies ec- 
clefis fhguratur, 
cam primum re» 
ſurgens in men. 
ſtrugs reparatur 
gtates , tEnebris 
notis abſcondi- 


tur * paulatimque 


cornua ſua-com- 
plens, vel e regio- 
ne Solis abſol- 

vens, clari ſplem- 


dore fulgoris irru- thinks, thou ſhouldeſt bee eaſily 


tilat- Amb. Epift. 


bb.5Epift 31. 


thing to bave grace, another to feele grace, Onething the life 
of frach, =o the life of ſence. » -E Tia 

3. Not to diſgrace thy owne graces, by caſting thine eye 
toodejetedly upon other Chriſtians perfeCtions and prece- 
dencies. Lett not fare with thee 11 this caſe, as it doth with 
enegazing.ioo much upon the Sunne ; who looking down- 
wards aganne, can ſcejaſt nothing, whereas before he cleare- 
ly diſcerned all colours about him. Looke upon them fer 
imitation and quickning , not for flaviſh dejeRion and ſelfe- 
blinding. 

4. To acknowledge andexpe&, that heavenly graces, as 
Faith, &c. while they inhabite theſe carthly houſes, ebbe 
and flow, waxe and wane, faint and flouriſh ; by reaſon of 
the combate berweene the fleſh and the Spirir. So that if a 
man ſhould tell mee; that hee hath ever prayed alike, wirth- 
out temptation, or _— without any ſenſe at any time of 
deadneſle or ſpiritaall diſtempers ; that hee hath ever belce- 
vcd alike, withoat thoſe doubts and ſcruples, that faintneffe 
and feare, of which moſt Chriſtians ſo much complaine ; x 
durſt confidently reply, that then hee never either prayed ae- 

y, or belceved favingly. The Fathers = fitly refemble 
the ſtate of the Church to the variable condition of the 
Moone ; which ſometimes ſhines more glorioufly, ſome- 
times not ſo : It is ſoalſo with every tme tnember thereof, 
in reſpeR of the exerciſt of grace, comfort in. holy duties, 
ſenſe of Gods favour, ſpirituall fedmg. | 

5. Tobeleeve the Spirit of Tnuth, the Word of God,and 
voice of Chriſt, before the father of lies, difares of vaturall 
diſtruſt, and ſuggeſtions of fleſh and blood. Towhich, me 
perſwaded , and then all the 
miſts of thy ſpirituall miſerres would bee quickly diſperſed. 
It is a mighty worke, if not a greatmiracle , roget any ſoft- 
nefle at all, or truc remorſe for finne, into the heart of a man ; 
it is naturally ſo ſtony and impatient of griefe z and thede- 
vill ſach a ſtirrer againſt it, ſo that the moſt are meere ſtran- 
gers unto it ; yet for all that, when this penicent ſorrow is 
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once fincerely on foote in an afflicted ſoule, ſo endleſſely and 
on every ſide are wee preſt, with the policiesof Hall; itis 
too often too forward to feede ypon teares ſtill, and ſtilltss .. 
wilfull in refuſing ro be comforted, Satan then will be ready 
to ſay ; Thou ſeeſt now, thy conſcience being illightned, 
thy ſinnes are fo horrible and hainous, that they are too hea- 
vy a burden for thee to beare; there is no way with thee, 
but to fink into hotrour and deſpaire, But what faith Chriſt? | 
Nay now is the ſeaſon ; Come unto me thus weary and beavy wa. it. 
laden with thy finne, and I will refreſs thee. Heere now if 
thog wilt beleeve the ſweet voyce of Chriſt Icſus, rather 
then the murthering ſophiſtry of Satan ; if in good manners 
thou wilt come when thou art called : and not retire in a fin- 
full and cruell modeſty ; thou ſhalt bee preſently lightened, 
Yeabur, ſaith the Temper, thy heart hath beene fo (trangely 
hardencd and ſoakt in finne heretofore ; now ſuch an helliſh 
cloud of darknefle hath ſeizedupon it; that there is no hope 
nor poſſibility. But what faith the Word ? Secke him that Amos ; 8. 
waketh the ſeven Starres and Orion, and tarneth the ſhadow 
of Death into the morning. It is he alone that can moſt eaſily 
change the diſmall midarght of thy preſent ſpiritaall miſery, 
into the glorious midday of ſweeteſt peace, and lightſome- 
neffe of heart. Yeabar, ſaith he further, thou haſt lyne lon 
upon the Racke of guilty horrour ; had much counſell, 
beene under the hands of many fpiritnall Phyſitians ; and yet 
no comfort comes. And what then ? Heare what the Spirie 
of truth tcls us : Since the beginnmg of the word men have not 
heard nor perceived by the eare, neither hath the eye ſeene, O 1-1 Im2p 
God befides thee, what Hee hath prepared for him that * was- a 
reth for by. (ai. 64. 4+ Waiting: paticntly for the Lords ,. Jan ad 
comming tucomfort us, either in temporall or ſpirituall di- ad Heds cap? 26, 
ſtrefles ; 1s a right pleaſing and acceptable duty , and ſerviee **5tur per 
unto God, which hee is woont tocrowne with maltiplyed quod pacientem 
and overflowing refreſhings, when hee comes. See 1/ar.q0. formats. 
31, Nay aid ſhouldeſt thou dye in this ſtate of wayting, mw in mats Pog- 
if thy heart in che meane time fincerely hate all finne ; ** 
heartily thiiſt for the mercy of God ja Chriſt ; and _ 
trac 
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traely vpon new vninerſall obedience for the time to come; 
thou ſhalt bee certainely ſaued ; becauſe the Holy Ghoſt 
faith , Ifaiah 30. 18. Bleſſed are all they that waite for 


him. 

6. That defedts, diſtraRtions, failings in our ſpiritual ex- 
erciſes,and vndertakings groaned vnder,grieued for, and ſtri- 
uen againſt, by an vpright heart ; are ſo farre from nullifying 
grace,that they ſhouldnot bereaue vs of peace of conſcience, 
or interrupt our ſweete communion and comfortable wal- 
king with our God. 

7. Not to confine , vnderualue, and extenuate the mer- 
cies of God, promiſes of life, the holy Spirits _— worke 
vpon thy ſoule; and the preſent graces thou poſleſſeſt in 
truth, &c. 

Theſe cautions premiſed , let vs come to the examining 
and anſwering of ſome complaints and counterpleas a- 

inſt entertainement of comfort , which are woont to a- 
riſe in troubled conſciences, out of ignorance, and miſcon- 
ceit of the mercifull wayes of God , and the myſterie of 
his free loue through Chriſt : and doe thon conceine, that 
proportionable ſoneraigne Antidotes and counter-com- 
forts may bee colle&ed alſo in abundance our of Gods 
blefſed Booke , againſt the reſt, or any reply whatſo- 
cuer. 

And to begin with the firſt cryes of a Chriſtian in the 
pangs of his New birth. 

I. A poore foule hauing wallowed long in vanity of vil- 
lanies and vanities;of luſt and licentiouſnefle;is now by dinine 
bleſſing at this or the other Sermon ſtrucke thorow by the 
Sword of the Spirit with penitent remorſe; and his heart 
broken into pieces, by the hammer of the Law, In this 
depth,of heauieſt diftreſſe, and bleeding caſe ; hee caſts 
his - vpon /eſwme Chriſt lifted vp in the Miniſtery as an 
Antitype to the brazen Serpent, for his comfortable bin- 
ding vp , and cuerlaſting cure. Thoſe Meſſengers of God, 
who are able to declare vnto Han hu wprightneſſe , al. 
ſure him in the Word of hife and truth , and charge himin 
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His name who was anointed by the Lord for thee purpoſe, 


and appointed by the Father of mercies to comfortall Aſowy- Its 6: x. 2. 


ers in Sion; that now being truely caſt downe vnder Gods 
mightie hand, thirſting for the blood of Chriſt , and fin- 
cerely reſclulng vpon a new courſe for the timeto come; He 
would turne his legall terrours, into Euangelicall weeping 
joy ; put on beautie for aſhes, the garment of praiſe, for the 


ſpirit of heauinefſe; That be mai he be called a Tree of rightes Verſe 3. 


on/ne(ſe, the planting of the Lord, that be nuight be glorified, 
Oh <A "wa. he, - of the deepe ſenſe of ts ua. 
vileneſſe, The newes is too good to be true;to wit,that now 
the bleſſzd Sonne of God, and all the precious, rich purchaſes 
of his vnualuable paſſian ſhould _—_— mee,the ſinful- 
leſt wretch that the carth beares, who haue deſperately ſpent 
my dayes and ſtrength ſo long inthe furious ſeruice of Sa- 
can, and minc owne ſenſuall luſt, &c, whereupon he refuſes 
comfort, and chooſes rather to ſinke againe and iſh vn- 
der the horrours of guiltinefſe and feare. Whereas he ſhould 
incomparably more honour and pleaſe the God of all com- 
fort, by truſting his mercy, ſealing to his truth, than by vn- 
ſeafonable ſuſpeRing his inſtice and power, 

Heere then he wofully failes and forgets himſelfe in a di- 
ftruſtfull vnder-priſing Gods incomprehenſible greatneſſe, 
Almightie mercy , vnlimited liberalitic and freeneſle of his 
loue. Heis in this caſe, not ſo much to conſider, what is fit 
for him to recciue, as conuenient for the abilitie and bountie 
of ſo great and gooda God, as the mightic Lord of Heaven 
and earth to giue ; who,as I told you befare vpon another 
occaſion , doth all things like Himſelfe. If hee build, hee 
makes a World. If he be angry with the world, he ſends 
a floud ouer the face of the whole earth. If heegoes out 
with the Armies of the Saints, hee makes the Sunne ſtand 
Nill, the Starres to fight, the Seas to ſwallow vp the moſt 
dreadfull Armadoer. If he lone; the precious hearts blood 
of his owne Sonne is not too deare, 1f he deliuer any man, 
He puls him out of the hand of the —_ 
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and frees him from everlaſting flames. If any become his 
Favourite through Chrefts-mediation, He will make him a 
King, give hima Paradiſe, and ſera Crowne of eternity up» 
on his head. Earthly Princes at their pleaſures ennoble thoſe 
they love, with Dukedomes, Marqueſdomes, Earledom:s. 
What then, doe you thinke, ſhall bee done unto the man, ' 
whom the King of Heauendeſires, and delights to honour ? 
Letus then, I ſay, in ſach caſes, confider not ſo much whae 
is fit for us ſilly wormes to receive, as for-ſo great a God to 
beſtow. If wee can oncebring hearts bruiſed and broken 
with the burden of our fins, bleeding and weeping, unto his 
Atercy-ſeate ; He will thinke all the meritorious ſufferings of 
his Sonne ; all the promiſes in his Boeke ; all the comforts 
of his Spirit ; all the pleaſures in his Kingdome little cnough 
for us, If we looke upon our ſelves, (infull wretches, wee 
might juſtly feare theextremeſt torments,fierceſt ames,and 
loweſt dungeon in hell, infinicely rather than expet a King- 
dome. But He loves us freely, Hof. 1 4.4. It is his pleaſure to 
givensa Kingdome : Feare nor, little flocke, faith Chriſt ; for 
it 1s your Fathers good pleaſure to give you the Kingdome, Luk, 
12.32, If itbethegood plcaſureof the King of Kings, to 
beſtow a Kingdome upon a truely humbled ſoule, which he 
makes in the meane time his Royall Throne hereupon Earth, 
Iſai.s 7.15. What can Man or Devill, or any diſtruſtfull heart 
fay againſt it ? And why ſhouldeſt thou, being ſuch an one, 
be ſo unmannerly and unthank<efull,nay,ſo unnecefarily cruell 
to thine owne heavy heart, asnot to open the everlaſting 
doore of thy ſoule by the Key of Faith, to let the King of 
glory knocking with his handof mercy,come in,and crowne 
it withgrace and glory, withcomfort and everlaſting peace ? 

I I. Butalas, fayes he, my finnes are more then any mans. 
Now when I am ſearching into the finke of them, I can 
findeneither banke nor bottome, Vnnumbred ſwarmes of 
groſle impieties and iniquites thirow my whole life ; of 
abominable impurities and pollations, which have continu- 
ally defiled my minde, heart and affeRions,armed with ſeve= 
rall 
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rall ſtings of terrour, doe ſoreſtleflely preſſe apon my woun- 
ded conſcience,and it ; that I cannot, I dare not thinke 
npon, or looke to any comfort. 

Let them bee what are, and adde thereunto all the omaiz namque” 
finnes which have, are, and ſhall bee committed by all the £552 i, per 
ſonnes and daughters of cA4aw from the Creation, to the ili raquam 'im- 
end of the World; excepting the (in againſt the holy Ghoſt ; Pavers ms 
and yet inan heart truely under them, heartily hating omaes fimul ho. 
them all, comming witha fincere ſpirituall hunger at * Chriſts ;1,.'; —_ 
Call, tt bee disburdened of them ; they can make no mere animo doleat pu- 
reſiſtance againſt the mercies of God, then a little ſparke of 5; "+ $23 5 
fire againſt the mighty Sea, throwne into the midit of it ; tdimim fas ul 
nay, infinitely lefſe. For all theſe finnes would ſtill bee finite cexke, quad cas 
both in nature and number ; but Gods merciesarc every way P<o _ <iplicers 
infinite. Now betweenethat which is finite, and rhat which conoir. rufu. 
is infinite, there is no proportion,and ſono poſſibility of re» * Math: 31-26- 
ſiſtance. Whence it is, that the Prophet inviting his peoplero . 
——_— 1/a.55 .7.by aſſuring them of Gods ſweet, mer- 
cifall and gracious diſpoſition, leſt any too fearefull and de» 
jeRed ſpirit under-yalaing Gods mercy, ſhould thinke thus 
within it ſelfe; Be it ſo; yet alas, my fianes are ſo many, and 
(uch a ſonne of Belia/have I been,and ſo endleflely provoked 
the glory of his pure eye, that I can expe& no mercy : the 
pullutionsof my youth have beene fo prodigious and infe&i- 
ous, that I have no face to preſſe unto hi ce of Grace: 

&c, God himſelfe doth there purpoſely prevent the objeRti- 
on, and ſpeaking to our capacity, which cannot comprehend 
infinity, replyes to this ſence ; Oh ſay not ſo ! Stay all ſuch de- 
ſpairefull ets; doenotcaſt the incomprehenfibleneff 
of my mercy,inthe narrow mould of thy finite ſhallow con- 
ceite : doe not ſo unworthily abrid g: and confine the unli- 
mited and boundleſſe compaſſion of the mighty Lord of 


_ 


Heaven and Earth : For my thoughts are not your thowghts, Verſe8.q- 
neither are your wayes my wayes: For as the Heavens are higher 
then the earth, ſo are my wayes higher then your wayes, and my 
thoughts then your thoughts, > a bruiſed reede would not 
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exchange the comfort, which the weakeſt faich may extra} 
out of this ſweeteſt place, for all the Kingdome of the carth, 
For he faith not, that his wayes and thoughts of knowledge 
and wiſedome ; but his wayes andthoughts of mercy, are as 
farre above ours, as the Heavens are above the Earth : In. 
deed, as himſclfe is above man, which is, infinitely. But take 
notice by the way, that the mercies of God doe exerciſe this 
iofiniteunreſiſtable power onely in truely hambled belecying 


ſoules; heartily hating, and ſincerely ſer againſt all ſinne. I 


fay ſo, leſt any impenitent ſhould pervert this preciouspoint, 
or trample npon this Pearle. For as in fuch a ſouleno finnes 
either for number or notoriouſnefſe, can poflibly withſtand, 
or ſtand before Gods infinite mercies : ſo not onedrop of all 
thoſe infinite mercies belongs unto any that goes on wil- 
lingly and delightfully, _—_ to bee reformed, in any one 
knowne finne, or that he might know, and wilfully forbeares 
to bee informed. As the unvaluable blood of Chriſt turnes 
the very ſcarlet ſinnes of the truely broken belceving heart in- 
to whiteſt ſnow : ſo it willnever waſh away the leaſt ſinfull 
ſtaine, from the proud heart of any unhumbled Phariſe. Let 
none thercfore thatgocs on ſtill in his treſpaſſes, take up any 
vaine confidence, or mif-grounded concluſion of falſe come 
fort from hence, by miſconceiving thus : Is it ſo, that the in» 
finitenefle of Gods mercy cannot bee reſiſted by the'great- 
ncſſe, or multitude of finnes, being ever finite both in their 
number and nature ? how is it poſſible then that I ſhould 
miſſe of thoſe infinite mercies ? W hy may not I comfortably 
hope, that my finncs alſo ſhall be ſwallowed up in that bot- 
tomeleſſe Sea ? T will tell thee why. As the power of God, 
though it be infinite, yer islimited by his will; ſo the mercies 
of God, though they beinfinite, are regulated by his truth. 
He is able to make millions of Worlds more, but yet we ſee, 
his Will was but to create one. His mercies tranſcend with 
immeaſurable diſtance, the height of Heaven, and depth of 
Hell, and arc 1ndeed, as Himſelte, infinite ; bat his Truth hath 
told us, that none ſhall have part in them, but thoſe alone 
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who repent and belceve. - Gods Truthrevealed in his Word, 
muſt ever confine the current of his compaſſions, andisthe 
tonchſtone to trye and qualifie thoſe, to whom his mercies 
belong. See then what kind of people are partakers of Gods 
infinite mercies, by the teſtimonie of that Word of Truth, by 
which we muſt bee judged at the laſt Day, Pro. 28. x 3. Luke 
4.18. Iſai. 61.1,2,3.Pfal.15. Ezek. 18. 21. Pal 147.3, Ifai. 


55.7. Pſal.34.18. Solomon faith in thecited place ; Hee that © 


confe(ſeth and forſaketh his ſinnes, ſhall have mercy. How then 
can hee expeR any mercy, who takes them not to hearr , bur 
lies in them (till ? 

I TI, Of the pardonableneſſe of my other finnes , faith 
another, I could bee reaſonably well perſwaded ; but alas, 
there is one above all the reſt, which now upon diſcoyery 
and remorſe , 1 finde to bee full of ranke and helliſh poyſon ; 
of ſachadeepe and damnable die ; to have ſtrooke ſo deſpe- 
rately in the daics of my lewdnefle, at the very face of God 
himſelfe ; and farre deepclier into the heart of Je/iw Chriſt, 
then the ſpeare that pierced him, bleeding upon the croſle ; 
and therupon at this preſent , ſtares in the eye of my newly 
awaked and wounded conſcience, with ſuch horrour and 
grieflineſle, that I feare me, divine juſtice willthinke ir fitter, 
to haveghis moſt loathſome,inexpiable ſtaine, rather atlength 
fired out of my ſoule with everlaſting flames ; ( if it were 
poſſible that ererrall fire could expiate the finfull ſtaines of 
any impenitent damned ſoule ) then to beefairely waſhed 
away in the meane time with His bleod , whom I fo cruelly 
and curſedly pierced with it. Oh ! this is it that lies now up» 
or my heart like a mountaine of Lead, farre heavier then 
Heayen and Earth, and enchaines it with inexplicable terrour 
tothe duſt and place of Dragons. This alone ſtings deſpe- 
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finnes as8 cloud, 1/ai.44.22. Now the ſtrength of the Sum» fins qibuiaice- 
—_—— able to ſcatr the thickeſt F mea the bu po 
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Eſai.s $4. Prov.s.2+- .., - 
Fs rok 1, «t = 
3»: /ull marriage, Canten.3,4- 377 
6 At we maurne, ſo are we to 
ia tha life. 378 
Inch be c to caſt away all ter- 
rours, and to embrace all comforts. 
379 
Obitnr of eas levers af 


I. Malt Grace and wee | 


3+ rw not by feeling. 
3-Looke 


= 


þ 


Now there u no boye. thid, 
That thou baſt lyen ſo long in ſenne. ib. 
If thou dis in wail ing,art ſaved.384 
6.Nodefefis makes grace voide. ib, 
Irene pugus 


Complaints of poore Soules Vier 
1. Too good to be true. Gods mercies 
wameaſurable. 385 
ge = what is meet for God ts 
386 

"M hes ent, wid, 
Gods mercies be infinite. 387 


wot 07: others excellencies.382 | No mercy for ianpenitent. 


4+ Al Graces ebbe and flow. ibid. | 3. There is one ſoune above all, which 


- —— to Gods truth not —_ 
rh; faves fo great. 


makes me doubt. 389 
Anſwer where finne abounded, Grace 
over-abounded 390 
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TO R 


HONOVRABLE, AND 
TRVLY NOBLE, Evpwaro 


Lord Mountague of Boughton, a fruit- 


full increaſe of all heavenly graces ; and 


all watchfull ration for the glo 
; that Fall b bee revealed. gOy 


Much Honoured and Noble Lord ; 


d Lthough the eminency of your 
other perſonall worth, great 
Wiſedome, and noble parts, a 
ſufficient attraſtive to every 
honeſt hearr, by reaſon of the 
particular intereſt it hath in 
: the common ſtate of good- 
nefle; or your ſpeciall bounty to my ſelfe, which 
ought to ſtirre up an ingenuous mind, to apprehend 
any opportunity of due and deſerved acknowledge- 
ment; or your publike deportment in the face of 
our country, ſo worthy, and henourabte, and ma- 
naged with ſuch true honeſty , grave moderation, 
ang Nobleneſſe of _ what cannot but = 
, 
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from every heart truely ſound to our great Lord in 
Heaven, and His Royall _ our higheſt Sove- 
raigne upon carth, a great deale of reverence and 
love;I ſay,thoughany of theſeſeverally,might exact 
from mc, a more exact & able demonſtration of the 
thankefull devotions of my heart:yet,my Lord,(and 
you may beleeve me) there is another thing beſides 
al theſe, which was the ſtrongeſt,and moſt predomi- 
nant motive to quicken me to this Duty, and Dedi- 
Cation ; evcn your ſincere and invincible aftection to 
the Goſpell of 7eſws Chriſt, His faithfull Miniſters, 
and moft prectous Wayes. And this,to tcll you the 
truth, is tarre the faircſt, and moſt orient flower in 
the Garland of all your goodneſle, and incompara- 
bly aboveall your greatnefle, were you advanced e- 
ven to deſcrt;nay,to the higheſt top of al carthly fe- 
Iicities,and mortal honor, For how ſocver the world 
evcr beſtde it (elte in point of falvarion, and ſtarke 
blind in the right apprehenſion of Heavenly things, 
doth dote upon guilded miſerics, ſtinging vanities, 


+ Hee Juſtorum gO[den fetters;and wickedly dceemes2 prrſmtegf prvi. 


{mplicitas deride- 
tur ; quia ab hujus 


ty,the hezzht of folly:yer T can atlure you in the Word 


mu apientibus, of life and truth;zthe richeſt, and rareſt confluence of 


puritatis rirtus,fa- 


tuiras creditur, 
Greg, incap.!2, 
los. cars, 


all humane happineſles;the moſt exquiſite excellen- 
cy, and variety of the greateſt worldly poinpe and 
ſplendour, that ever the Sun fav, fince the firſt mo- 
mer of its creation, or ſhall look upon while it ſhines 
in Heaven, is but duſt in the ballance, to one graine 


b Ec quid divitiz Of Srace; it is but Þ dung to an humble mind,ſaving- 


percuntes & tran- 
fitoriz facultares 
nifi tercora eter. 
na diligentibug 


Tunt / Greg-in 
3 Reg.cap. 2, 


ly Ulightned with a foreraſt,but of the leaſt glimpſe 
of that incomprehenſible,endlefle glory which ſhall 


ſhortly be revealed: Ir is all in the true valuation,but 
as 


— 
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asa vaine ©{moke ; which doth nor onely vaniſh, as tym ioher bed 
it riſcrh,& utterly looſerh it ſelfe at the higheſt ; bur ———_— 
alſo draws tcares from a mans cies;nay,art laſt, wrings pooders fumus 

. . * * &e Cit 
the very heart-ſtrings of every impenitent ſoule , pciisy copay. 


with that extremeſt everlaſting horror, which would 
burſt ren thouſand hearts , ſeriouſly and ſenſibly ro 
thinke upon before-hand. Ir is not onely vanity, but 
alſo vexationof ſþirit. Let worldly wiſedom ſay what 
it will, and hold them melancholike , and 4 madde, 4 Cim ceperic 


Deo quiſq; vive+ 


who by the helpe of the holy Ghoſt hold a conſtant re, mundum con- 


. temnere, injurias 
counter-motion to the courſe of the world, and cor- was nolie ulciſei, 


nolle hic divitias, 


ruptions ofthe timc,that they may keep a good con- 7g, de queens 
ſcience, the richeſt treaſure, and deareſt Iewell that f=lcirxremrerre- 


. Ml 2 nam, conremnere 
ever the heart of man was acquainted withzwho inft- omnia, Dominum 
lum cogitare, vis 


nitely defirc, rather to be religious, then rich ; to be am Cheiti non 
' delcrere; non ſo» 


good, then great ; to enjoy the favour of God, then tim i pagani 4 
the ſoveraignty, and pleaſures of all the kingdomes {i "mans . £9 


| . , quod magis do- 
of the carth : yet afſuredly,when all is ſaid,and truly {numeit; quia 


ſummed up; it is onely the true feare of Gods bleſſed dormiun, & vig- 
lare nolunt,a fas, 


Name ; a zealous forwardnefle for his glory,go00d- chiigians' audi. 
: . unt— 1:4 it 
nefle,and good caules, at this day, unhappily,and to #7; po. 
the ruine of infinite ſoules,called by the world,prag- _ po 
maticalneſſe, and, Too much precifencſle, which can | 
truely beautifie, and adorne both all other perſonall , .. ... 
4 : *- . L e Nobilitas Hee 
ſufhciencies ; and indeed ſanctific and bleſle all pab- ro:ca ett eminen- 


M 2 - . - et d Ot; - 
like imployments and ſervices of Stare. For the firſt: vligc.perqoxn 


homo fic per a» 


A Proteſjor even ſomething Popiſh, doth yet truely jmoune Pius 
teach, that © Heroicell nobility is an illuſtrious eminency Rf, f* Sponta 
ſhining in a man by the heavenly infuſion of ſupernatural phoc Spiritas 

grace, whereby hee is made by adoption the ſonne of God, neblnacecrs 


the Spouſe of Chriſt the Temple of the holy Ghoſt, without Cn 7 
which, all other Nobilities are nothing ; nor worth a but- T19t* Be nor 


[itates 


A 3 ton, 
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to. Suppolca faireand goodly horſe to the cyc, as 
exquiſitely featured,colourd,paced,as that fained by 
Bartas,to be managed by Cainzyer if he wanted met- 
tle,he wereworthnothing to a man of {pirit, Give mc 
the moſt magnificent glorious worldling, that cvcr 
trod upon earthly mould;richly crowned with al the 
ornaments, and excellencies-of nature, art, policy, 
preferment,or what heart can wiſh beftdes, yer with- 
out the life of grace to animateand ennoble them, he 
were to the eye of heauenly Wiſedome, bur as a rot- 
ten carkaſle ſtuckeover with lowers,”2agnified dung, 
enilded rottenneſſe,golden damnation. And that which 
15 more dreadtull;when the Sunne of his ſhore Sum. 
mers day is {er,the hot gleame of tranſttory proſpc- 
rity paſt, and the bitter rempeſtuous winters night 
of death approacheth; from which all the Gold and 
Pcarle of caſt & weſt can no more dcliver him, then 
can an handtull of duſt : I ſay, then tha)l be powred 
upon hs head, that terrible ſhowre of ſaves, fire and 
brimſtene, and an horrible tempeſt. His toulc ſiaks im- 
mediarely in a moment into the depth of remedilcs 
miſery, andisdeſperarely plunged for ever into the 
borrome of the burning lake. His body deſcends in. 
ro rhe grave,as into a dungeon of rottenneſle & hor- 
ror,arreſted,as it were,by the ſecond dearh,inthe de- 
vilsname, andat length haled and dragged unto the 
ccrror of that great and laſt day : where ng creaturc 
can re{cue him, no mountaine cover him, from that 
unquenchable wrath,& never-dying Worme, which 
ſhall everlaſtingly,day and night tced upon his foulec 
and fleth. Whereas now,on the other {1de,the poorc 
neglected On.:, who hath 1a truth given his name un- 
to 
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ro Chriſt and his gainefull ſervice, perhaps by the 
World moſtdiſ{dainfully and contemptuouſly tram- 
pled upon even inthe duſt, with the feet of cruelty 
and pride;at leaſt moſt certainly,ever made extreme- 
ly vile and contemptible by the villany of *rongues, f Cun caper: 
and 8 cruel mockings ; yet is ſuch an One as the World cogiare profce- 
&5 not worthy of : in the meane time, in the meaning of 152g hot 
the holy Ghoſt, a Crowne of 2lory in the hand of Teh. *um- Queunque 


illasno 


v4ah,as beautifull and amiable,as the blood of Chriſt fs ct, nondom 
and his righteous robe can make him; crowned full —_— on pa- 
gloriouſly with * Gods ewne comelme(ſe which hee hath ,cobeere. Anat 
put upoa him; defigned trom all eternity in due time, ions. n 
(for ſo his ſanRification now aſſures him) to weare bIGis.2,3. 
an everlaſting Crowne of bliſſe. And when his pil- 
grimage is paft,death is to him the day break of cter- 

nall brightneſle. Vpon his laſt Bed, his blefled ſoule 

ſhall find that freſh bleeding Fountaine for ſine and Zach iz 

for uncleanneſſe (et wide open unto it, by the hand of 

Faith, ready now at its departure, toraze out the laſt R 
finfull ſtaine : It may confidently, in the Name of 

Chriſt caſt it ſelfe into the open armes, enlarged bo. 

wels, and deareſt embracements of the Father of all 

mercies: It may fecle che glorious preſence of the 

ſivecreſt Comfort, preſenting unto ita foreraſte of 

Heavenly joyes: it ſhall have he laſt {weerneſſe, and 
triumphant truth of all che promiles of lite, ablero 

confront and confound the utmoſt rage, and very 

Powder plot of all the powers of darknefic,made good 

unto it'a mighty guard of bleſſed Angels ſhallatrend 

upon it; waiting with longing and joy to beare it tri- 

umphanely in hoſyume of Abraham. His body 

ſhall 5+ 'c,as intoa chamber of reſt,and 

A4 bed 
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& Lib.$- SeR.1. 


bed of Downe,ſwectly perfamed unto it, by the {a- 
cred body of the Sonne of Godlying inthe Grave z 
locked there full faſt with the barres of carth , and 
fenced with the omnipotent Arme of God,as a rich 
Jewell in a Casket of gold, untill the refurretionof 
the Iuſt, And then,aftcr their joyfulleſt meeting,and 
glorious re-vnion, they ſhall both be for ever filled 
with all thoſe unmixed pleaſures,bleſled immorrtali- 
ties,and crowned joyes,which the divelling place of 
God,the glory of heaven, and the inexhauſted foun- 
raine of all bliſſe, 7ehovab himſelfe bleſſed for ever, 
can afford. Now let the {cornfulleſt oppoſite to the 
power of godlinefle, tell me incold blood, whether 
that honorable wretch; or this honeſt man be more 
truely noble and happy * For the ſecond : So natura/l, 
faith * Hooker, is the union of Religion with juſtice,that 
we may boldly deeme,there ts neither, where both axe not. 
For how ſhould they be unfainedly juſt, whom Religion 
doth not cauſe to be ſach ; or they reltgious, which are not 
found ſuch by the proofe of their juſt actions: If they which 
imploy their labour and travaile about the publike admi- 
niſtration of juſtice, follow it onely as a Trade, with un- 
quenchable and unconſcionable thirſt of gaine, being not 
mm heart perſwaded that juſtice s Gods owne Warke, and 
themſelves his Agents in the buſineſſe, the ſentence of 
right Gods owne verdicþ,and themſelves his Prieſts to de- 
lruver it ; formalities of juſtice doe but ſerve to ſmother 
rieht, and that which was neceſſarily ordained for the 
common good, is through ſhamefull abuſe, made the cauſe 
of commonmiſery.Full well did this learned man per- 
ccive,and rightly apprehend,that the purity & pow- 
cr of Religion alone, doth truly honor all Honours, 
dignific 


LY 
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dignific all dignities, actuate with acceptation 6G life 
all morall verruesand endowments of art, ſweetenal 
government, ſtrengthen all Stares, ſettle taſt all Im- 
periall Crownes upon Princes heads: That it 15no 
humorous conceite, but a matter of ſound conſe- 
quence, that-all, either perſanall duties, or imploy- 
ments of State, are by {ſo much the better perfor- 
med,by how much the men are more religious,from 
whoſe abilities the ſame proceed: That when Heaven 
is made too much to ſtoope to Earth. Piety to Policy; 
Publike go0d,to private ends;there authority is imbit- 
tered, interiors plagued, and too often, Law and 7#- 
ftice turned into Wormewood and rapime, He truly inti- 
mates,what a deale of hurt is done, what a world of 
miſchiefe is many rimes wrought, inſenſtbly and un- 
obſcrvedly;when a wicked wit,and wide conſcience 
weld the ſword of authority. For ir is cafte,and ordi- 
nary for a man.ſo mounted, by legal fleights;putting 
foule buſineſſes into faire language; & by a diſlembled 
pretence of deeper reach, to compaſlle his owne 
ends ; cither for promotion of iniquity;ar oppreſſi- 
on of innocency: eſpecially,fith he knowes han(elfe 
backt with that Principle in policic: it 15 nor ſafe to 
queſtion or reverſe tranſactions of State, though 
tainted perhaps with ſome impreſhons of miſcarri- 
age and error : and that it is holdena Solzcifme in 
State-wiſdome, and unſcemely, for private innocen- 
cy to conteſt too bufily with albant of publike 
Tribunals. Theſethings I thus diſcourſe,and declare 
unto your Lordſhip, toxcpreſent unto you the vani- 
ty of that honor, which is not directly and fincerely 
{ubordinate to the honour of God: (atthe — 1s 

ut 
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Phoy. 3-17, 


but a breath, and yet not able to blow ſo much, as 
one cold blaſt upon ungodly great Ones, when be- 


' ing ſuddenly carried from their ſtately and ſumptu- 


ous dwellings, they ſhall be caſt into unquenchable 
Aamcs.) To Fer youſce rheexcellency, and worth of 
thoſe happy wayes, to which it hath pleaſed the 
Lord of Heaven, out of his ſpeciall mercy, to bend 
the eye of your Noble mind : andthat you may 
know what iris alone hath had power, and the pre- 
rogative, (and ſhall for ever, in whomſoever takes 
Gods part) tro make you, both more truely honou- 
rable in your Selfe, and more faithfully ſerviceable 
to our King and State ; both to caſt a Diviner luſtre 
upon your perſonall vertues, and to make your ma- 
naging of publike buſineſles (many times moſt un- 
worthily ſwayed awry, by that foule fiend, FaRtion, 
partiality, and private ends) worthy , conſcionable 
and juſt. For which, every honeſt cye in our coun- 
trey that lookes upon you, bleſſeth you ; and ſhall 
mourn moſt bitterly for your abſence from amongſt 
us, when you ſhall bee gloriouſly gathered to your 
Fathers. So letall that truely love the Lord leſws, 
His bleſſed Goſpel, and Servants, bee as the Sunne, 
when hee goeth forth in his might , andat laſt full 
ſweetly ſer in the boundleſle Ocean of immorrall 
blifſe. In theſe wayes of life, my Noble Lord, 
which inthe ſence and cenſure of Truth it ſelfe, are 
wayes of pleaſure, and paths of {weerelt peace ; it is the 
ww ep: my _— drift of this Treatiſe 
I now offer into your Honours hands, that you 
would ſtill advance forward, and doe more nobly 


ſtill, That you would improoveto the utmoſt, the 
height 


—_—— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


height of your excellent Vnderſtanding to a further, 
and more full comprehenfion of the MUyſterie of 

Chriſt; which though it bee a Sealed Booke to the 

ſharpeſt ſight of the moſt piercing humane wile- 

dome ; yet reveales to every truely humble, ſpiri- 

tuall eye, the rich and Royall treaſures of all crue 
ſweetneſle, contentment and peace. That you would 

hold it your greateſt honour and happinelle, as it is 

indeede, to grow ſtill in fruitfalneſſe * in every good + Colvlr 10. 
Worke; in Þ fervency of ſpirit, in « puritie , in 4 Hea- cxIobs.3 
vently.mindedneſſe,in © preciſe walking,eyc. with ſingu- Herb " 
lar watchfulnetſe, and the more punRuall, and tre. **##*%* +5 
quent ſearch and peruſall of your fpirituall ſtate; 

both becauſe the depths and deluſions of Satan are 

moſt intricate ang infinite : and becauſe Not many no- 

ble, &c. 1. Cor./1#15. That ye would holdon in that 
valianmeſſe for the Trath,andall good cauſes; which 

ordinarily gathers vigour and puiſfance proportio- 

nably co the ſwelling furic of all advcrſarie,. either 

mortall or infernall powers : Ever paticntly paſſing 

by with generous magnanimitie, and brave con- 

tempt, all the vile f raylings and contradictions offtobo 8,5. 
Sarans Revellers, and Popiſh inſolencie; ( For 596,99 ** 
vainely to affe& the acclamations, and- applauſe of 7, 1513 wud: 
worthlefle men : or to bee dejeted unmanlily with tum,quod fi quis 


ex Nobilibus ad 


their unjuſt accuſations and anger; are both equal- den conven 
ly ignoble, and moſt unworthic a man of Honour, toforgs nobili- 


catis amittit 2 aut. 


and. 


= 
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g Anime forts & 2nd VErtuons 6 refolution. Yours ſhalbethe Crowne 


onttantis cit,pol- . 
le obluctar his arid- comfort » when all Poperyand prophanenefle 
omar, & mbilta- hal YE buried in the duſt, and dungeon of Hell, 
plex ee fna word, the thirſtic longing of my heart, and 


jm fwum inte- hearticſt prayer ſhall ever bee; That you may ſhine 


Opium cul, every. day, moreand moreglorioutly in all perlonall 
gloramexpc2are ſanCitie, plantation of godlineſſe in your owne Fa- 
hee bens ily, and where you have any thing to doe; and in 
Mm vet con- a1 holy zeale tdr{ctring forward tne aftaires of God, 
wr umbras & for 1when, and-wherloever you have any power or _ 
«5/72 0: xa; ling, That when the laſt petiod of your morta [ 4- 
$ Grup, DOde in this Vale of teares, which drawes on apace, 
* v:n.49:23- ſhall preſent it (clfe: You may looke death in the 
face without dread ; the grave without tearez the 
Lord Icſus with comfort ; and 7ehowah blefled tor c- 
ver, with everlaſting Toy. Thus'lctall the ſaving 
bleſſings of our moſt bountifull Feavenly Father, 
through 7e/#s Chriſt, by the Holy Ghoſt, bee plenti- 
fully and for ever upon your Honorable Sclte, and 


all your ſweete and Noble Children. 


- 


Tour Honours moſt truely in all 
ſervices for the faluation of 
your. Soute, 


f 


Ronzztiar BoLToOox. 
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Sy A generall Analyſis of the 


whole Treatiſe. 


CEN Ervants of God ſingular fromothers in Sauitity, Puri- 


oe ES 


ty, CFC, P- 2+ 


J= Gods free grace the fourtaine of all our P. 9. 
we F114 wonder full mercies to #9, our -— ingratitude. 
S -» 2A; I o +. 
Perſonal! geodneſſe brings comfort and bleſſings npon poſterity. p, 18. 
T rme ſaving g grace never loſt. Pp. 22. 
Cantions ana meanes of perſeverance. 25. 37. 
Gods ſervants muſt not ſerve the tunes. p. 28. 


Every Chriſtians duty to walke with God. p. 29. The reaſons, 30. 
Tothe per forming of this there are 
x. Generall preparatives. 


I. What it ts, 35. 
T1. eAbandonreſolvedly ) 2. What thine 15. 36, 

thy beloved ſinne + See 3+ T hine owne impoſinre in exchanging 
it, 8. 

2, Hate bypocrifie. 43. Many here gnilty, meere OY. to 
Religion, ibid, 
Particular calling not to be left. 48, 

3+ Bmild thy reſolntions on that mame principle, Selſe- denial. 51: 

4. Live the life of faith ; (averaigne in all aſſanlts, 53. 


F. Settle in thine heart a right concert of the ſubſtance, oo - 
materials of Chriſtianity, 

6. Fortifie thy Spirit againſt the cankey of worldly mindedaeſſe. bo O 

7. Be wfonitely ravifht with the love of Ged, The motives. G61. 

8, Prize nvaluably the fruition of Goa! pleaſed face. 63, 

9. Watch over thy heart and keepe it in a ſpiritual temper, Gg. 

10. CMHeditate on thy future blife. 64. 
_ 2, Dircions 


NO —  — 


The Analyſis. 


———————— 
on — — 


2. Directions particular. 


1, Obſerve family- —_ w—_ 67 
axties, and our cnet rs: 68 
Carriage after them, 69 
2. Declixe idleneſſe. 70 
3. Y/ewell thy ſolitary ſeaſons of Meditation. 7 
4+ And thy = D anger of prophane company. 74 
pany. 73- Fleere) How to converſe with friends ynconverted.$6 
5. Continsall I, - + ry i , grace, | 68 
My thy heart by at-——w.co pete, 9: 
: 3. Elevating it toward Heaven, 0? 
q Anger : Ce Mcral, 95 
6. Laboxr tovepreſſe the w_ 
thy raging paſſions : as | FEmMeAIes, « ——_— / 109 
' anitie, tyranny of it, IO 
Ueonbed nee 99 not 
{ Chriſtian re- (Ground: of it 1 14.who dcgs & ſwine. 115 
| proofe . Diretlions - 't, , F 11S 
L Order| _ "Yr aint-hearted ſilence. 
region. | A anty. 113. | Extremes > rt Zealc c I19 
ty thy Here \ Reaſons enforcing 3t. : 110 
zongne by [ 1. From uncharitable cenſuring, aifſerene 
ced from the cewſures of holy men, 130 
i Holding felences 
; 2. Slandering, falſe accuſing. 137 
(3+. I ſavoury communication. 146 


Here of heavenly aiſcomrſe, 
3. Mannage conſtionably every ation thow andertakeſl, 145 
( Circumſtances requiſite in a comfortable a:t10n )1b, particularly, 


Coſtly. 154 

I. Thy Kecreations; \) Crnell. I55 
See they be nat )Wafting of time moſt preciows. If7 
moan FA upon heavenly comſorts, 168 

(Differences betweene joy fpirunal!, and carnal! ) 170 

2. PViſttations of preat Dangereeys I81 
mm ma Herein cantionr, 185 


3, Natte 


The Analyſts. 


cn— — — _ — ——— __— 
Glattony, 155 
3. Natnrall ations , thus < Drankenneſſe, Healthing. 209 
agamſt Exceſſive ſleepe, 205 
ſ Doe as thorn wonldeſt he done by, 207 


(General | Abhorre wrongſull and unconſcionable dealing. 210 


J | Flere < Defire net, delight not _ thy boſeme fi _- = 
4 4 | — MN x, T how wilt finde thy ſelfe in« 
D I 73 ſatiable,nnſatifiable. 219 
V Þ articules C07 upon it conveniently, 234 
Common to both. 237 

L for 2. Vſeit comfort a+ Peculiar© Hurhand 2 
Aarriaze. © blythere are anties ary rs. 
" to the) Wife, 250 
*. Workes of may 257 


mercy as well —_ 
J Corporall, Motives to almetederdes, 261 


( Gods children fallly charged with covetonſneſſe, worllyne(ſe : 95+ 
Caſiens of this impretation. 276 
E.wthly mindeaneſſe infinitely wnbecomming an heirs of hea« 
wen, ) 286 
C1. The myſterze of ſclſe-deceit opened, 299 
2. Worke of grace in the true convert, 308 
3+ Santtified men may bee a(ſured of their [þi« 
of our owne | ritual ſafety. 317, and how 
FACES, 294. 4+ Sonnd perſwaſion diſt ing iſhed from deluſie 
: on. 2 
$ Heere, (5 » Preſer vations againſt overweenng. — 
[ Again(t the heavie,ſad \pex/ive walk- 
2.Dejeted,aiſtruſtinl! ing of ſome Saints. 354 
rndervaluing of Gods ) Reall cauſer and motives of their 
mercies,0ur graces, the | io. 359 
\ promuſes of life. Here | Conceits,and occaſions of dlonfrs 
Cr emooved, 3L0 


OT, Self- adm. 
ration. proud 
ovVer-prizing 


txall eftate : where careſully 


Avoide two extremes : 


6. Spirs 


FINIS 


' 


ENERAL 
DIRECTIONS FOR A COM: 


FORTABLE WALKING 
WITH GOD. 


Gtx. 6.8,9. 
8. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. . 
9. Theſe are the generations of Noah : Noah was a 
ruſt man and perfett in his generations , and Noah 
walked with God, 


Px DARN this dreadfull and diſmall Story of the 
>, old Worlds degeneration and deſtrui- 
WP) on, falling away , andfinall ruine, here 
ſtands in my Text a right orientand illu- a Cogita f:ic ob- 


. ij . » + { X iz. 
ſtrious Srarre, ſhining full faire with matis ike ide fo 
a fingularitie of heavenly light,ſpirituall tw:, quomodo in 
EY. tanta multicudine, 
goodneſſe, and Gods fincerer fervice, que multo imp*- 
in the darkeſt midnight of Satans uni & 17 malum ruc- 
verſall raigne , and amidſt the horribleſt hell of the ſtrangeſt rene anbalavi 
confaſions, idolatrons corruptions , crnelties, ® oppreſſtons «Ayo —— 
and luſt,that ever the carth bore, Noah I meanc, a very preci» Neque cnim alios 
ous Man, and Preacher of Rightconſnefle, to whoſe Family — 
reidebat cum ſegniorem ad virtutis iter : ſed jam prids implebat, quod bearus Moſes olim 2.urus e- 
rat:Ne (is cum multis in malitii. Er quo mags admirabile,mukos habebar,jims omnes,qui ad malum, 
& ad prava opera inhortabantur,8 nullas crar,qui ad bonum inducerer, 15/ Hom.22 in £.6.Gm> Fere 
vente impictate contra primam tabulam, ſecura eſt corruptio, de qua Moſes in hoc cap. _ quod one 
min poldecrune libidinibus,dcigde orbem terrarum repleyerunt tyraunide, anguine, & in _— 
alone, 


——— 
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alone, the true worſhip of God was confinde, when all the 
world bcfides lay drowned in Idolatry and Paganiſme, ready 
tobe ſwallowedup intoan univerſal grave of Waters, which 
' was already faſhioned in the clouds by the angry, unrefiſtable 
hand of the all-powerfull God, who was now ſo unplacably, 
but moſt juſtly provoked by thoſe rebellious and crucil gene- 
rations,that He would not fuff:r His Spirit to ſtrive any more 
with them ; but inexorably reſolved ro open the windowes 
or flood-gates of heaven,piving extraordinary ſtrength of in= 
Aluencec tothe Stars, abundance to the Fountaines of the great 
deepes,ccmmanding them to caſt out the whole treaſure, and 
heape of their waters ; and takirg away the retentive power 
trom the clouds , that they might powre downe immcaſara- 
bly, for the burying of all living creatures which breathed 
kn the ayrc : Noah and his family excepted. From whence by 
the way, before I breake into my Text, take this Nate, 
Dor. The Servants of God are men of fingularitic : I 
meane it nct in reſpe& of any fantaſticalneſle of opinion, fu 
ri2nfnefle of zcale,or turbulencice of faRion, truely fo called: 
but tn reſpcR of abltivence from ſinne, puritic of heart, and 
holincſe of life, 
Reafors : 3. Gods holy Word exatts and expedts from all 
that are now-yorne, and Hetres of Heaven, an excellencie 2+ 
= Quim mule; 20VeE< ordinary, Prcw.12.26. Mat.5.20.and 47. Deing the: 
Plulotoplorum Ct. oxr fy ag the preczorts from the vile, Trrems 15. 19.by the power 
apdivimus.ct leg » \Þ ho A: —— " WOO 15 avon el hinks: 
mas, eriph vie... Of 210 Mitnfſtcry, they muſt not only gocbeyond the higheſt 
wa can08, part d civiv! perte@tions of theexaRteſt morall Purirane amongſt 
lib:ates , abit. the moſt honeſt Heathens , Heb. 12. 14. bur alfo excecd the 
Ef he 200%, righteouſnefie, and all the outward religious conformitics of 
G6mul er &elicias the devourtelht Pharties, whole ſufficiences, Luk. 18. 11,373. 
mores 1h Merv thouſands in theſe times come ſhort of , and yet hops 


| a 
non mmus quzr: TO bY favyed : of they can im no caſe enter 1810 the Ringaome of 
ſc en'1# | .- 0d : & 


h etiam foe Deo homwnes oftes * 64:1cs a Deo faki ſunt ©: vide qd Chriſtiani Face: c poſtunt,qune 

rum in mers Per Cor iium natmactviainirutactt, ot 91 divine quoque cratiz juvantur auxtil'os 
, ' - ' / 4 , 

Auguſt Et 12. & 2a non torment patienur ui cum jubearur juſtiva ſuperare Phariſzcs, Gen 

011/6V8 QUOQre infertores 5acean Q-ematmodurn ig1rtur, r{fponde quaſo, viceb:ir vs regru mn tutu- 


rum Cirvett How. 18 if cats Mate As for thee venting; thet belong unto marell rightren refſe, ard howſty 
of life, woe doe net went ith them t ecettfe they ere mot proper ute / m1ſt;an men, as they are Cplnen, tut de 
eprcerne tem as mer, Hicunct | bat of Eccleſia, Politics, 


Hexven, 
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Heaven. But leſt any bee proudly puft up with fence of this 
ſigularity, and excellency above his neighbour ; let him 
know, that hnmility is ever one of the faireſt Aowers in the 
v hole garland of his ſupernaturall and divine worth ; and 
that ſelte-conccitedneſſe would impoyton even Angelicail 
perfection, 

2. They muſtupon neceſſity differ from a world of wic- 
ked men ; by a fincere ſingularity of abſtinence from the 
© corrſe of this world ; thet luſts of men : the * cortuptions of « Erbeſs.2, 
the times; 5s familiarity with gracelefſe companions ; the * tom, ;$5. 

* worldlings language, prophane ſports: all wicked wayes&For-+14-t5- 
of thriving, riſing, and growing great in the world, &c. y ook py 

3. They make conſcience of thoſe duties and divine com- Sicur qui Diabe. 
mands, which the greateſt part of men, eveninthe noone- —_ ON 
tide of the Goſpell, are fo farre from taking to heart, that *#*@, & opece 
their hearts riſe againſt them : As, to bee hot in Religion, Deo pericae »d- 
Revel.z.6. Tobe zealous of good workes, Tit.2.14. To "Z{ivimpiorun 
walke* preciſely, Epheſc5.15. To be fervent in ſpirit, Roms, quam admite:e. | 
12.11, To ſtrive tocnter inat the ſtraite gate, Zuke 13.24, 7397, 00/6s: 
To plucke cut their right cyes, that is, to abandontheir bo« Aw 
ſome delights, Ilatth. 5.29. To make the Sabbatha delight, 
1/ai.5 8.13. Tolove the Brotherhood, 1 Per.2.17. Withan 
holy violence, to lay hold upon the Kingdome of Heaven, 
eMatth.11.12. 

4. Expericnce, and examples of allages, from the creat» 
on downeward clcarely proove the point. Ar this time, as 
you ſee the Saints of God were all harboured under one 
roofe, and yet not all ſound there, Survey the ages after» 
ward: the time of e4brabam; who was asa brand taken out 
of the fire of the Chaldeans : The time of Eljah, whennone 
appeared to thar bleſled man of God : The time of Eſaiah, 
who cryed, Chap. 53.1, Who hath beleeved onr report ? The 
time of Manaſſch,who built altars for all the hoſt of Heaven,in 
the two Conrts of the Houfe of the Lord : Thetime of Antio» 
chus, when he commanded the SanAuary, and holy people to 
bee polluted with Swines-fleſh, and unclcane beaſts to bee 
facrificed, the abomination of deſolation to bee (er up ___ 
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the Altar : That darkeſome time, when the glorious Days 
Starre, Chriſt Icfus himſelfe, came downe from Heaven to 
illighten the earth : The time of Antichriſt ,vhen all the world 
wonared after the Beaft : Our times, wherein , of ſixe parts 
of the earth, ſcarce one of theleaſt is Chriſtian, And what a 
deale of Chriſtendome is ſtill overgrowne with Popery, and 
other exorbitant diſtempers in point of Religion ? Ard 
where the Truth cf Chriſt is purely, and powerfully taught, 
how few give their names unto 1: ? And of thole who PIOe 
fefle, how many are falſe-heartcd or meerely formall ? 

S. Mcthinkes worldly wiſedome ſhould rather wonder 
that any one is wonne unto God;then cry out,and complaine ; 
Is itpcflible, there ſhould be fo few ? Sithall the powers of 
darkneſle, andevery divell in hell oppoſe might and maine 
the plantation of grace in any ſoul: : ſich there are moe ſnares 
upon earth, to keepe us ſtill inthe inviſible chainesof darke« 
nefle and ſinne, then there are ſtarres in heaven : ſithevery 
inch, every little artery of our bodies, if it could, would 
ſwell with helliſh venome to the blgneſle of the greatclt Co- 
liah, the mighticſt Giant, that it might make refifance to 
the ſanifying worke of the holy Ghoſt : (ith our ſoules na» 
turally wonld rather dye, and put off their immortality and 
everlaſting being, then put on the Lord Iefus: Ina word, 
fith the new creation of a man is holden a greater worke of 
wonder, then the creation of the world. 

6. Laſtly,let us ſet aſide in any Country, City, Towne, 
Family : Firſt, all Arheiſts, Papiſts, and Ciltempered exor- 
birants from the bleſſed Truth of DoCttrine taught in our 
Church : Secondly, all Whoremongers, Drunkards, Swea- 
rers, Lyers, i Revellers, Worldlings, V ſurers,and fellowes of 
ſuch infamous ranke : Thirdly, all meerely civill men, who 
come ſhort of Cato, Fabricins, and other honeſt Hcathens, 
and wanting holinefſe, ſhall never ſee the Lord, Heb. 12 14. 
Fourthly, all grofſe Hypocrires, whoſe outfides arc painted 
with ſuperficiall flouriſhes of holinefle and honeſty,but their 
inward parts filled with rottenneſſe and luſt ; who have their 
hands in godly cxerciſes, when their hearts are in hell. m_ 


— 
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all formall Hypocrites, who are deladed in point of $alva- 
tion, 2s were the fooliſh Virgins, and that proud Phariſe, 
Lnuke18. 11, Sixthly, all finall back-fliders, of which ſome 
eurve ſenſuall Epicures , and plunge themſelves into worldly 
pleafures, with farre more rage and greedinefle, by reaſon of 
former reſtraint by a temporary proteſſion ; others become 
{carrifl deriders of the holy way ; ſome, bloody goads in the 
ſtdesof thoſe with whom they have formerly walked into 
the Houſe of God, as friends. Scventhly, all unſound Pro- 
feſlors for the preſent, of which you would little thinke, 
what a number there 1s : I fay, let theſe and all other ftran- 
gersto the puritie and power of godlineſle be ſet apart, and 


reil mec how many truc-hearted Nathaneels wee are like to 
k finde. k Non poſſumws 
are plures elle 


Ver: x. Try then the truthof thy ſpirituall Rate by this mos, & ram plu 
marke of a ſober and fincere fingularitie. If thou ſtill Hol- ©, inter cos 
deſt correſpondence with the world, and conformitic to the fene yrans 1 ofek, 
faſhions thereof ; if Nill thou ſwimmeſt downe the current — quilquis > 
of the times, and ſhifteſt thy ſailes to the fitting of every pure , = 
Winde; if thine heart hanker ſtill after the taſtelefle fooleries = pre Ws Av- 
of good fellowſhip, and follow the multitude to doe ill ; it 523 
thou be carried with the fwingeand ſway of the place where 
thou liveſt, touphold by a boiſterous combination , lewd- 
nefle and vanity, to prophane the Lords Day , to ſcorne Pro» 
f:ſſion, oppoſe the Minilterie, and walke in the bread Way ; _ ol 
Ina —_ if thou doeſt as the molt !doe; thou artutterly Bogen my ns 
undone for evcr. But if with a mercifu'l violence thou bee ter paucos angu- 
pulled out of the world,by the power of the Word,and haps joy ao nas: 
pily weaned from the ſcnſuall, inſenfible poiſon of all bitter- aguf; de Temp. 
ſweere pleaſures; and fellowſhip with unfruirfull works of ng 
darkcneſſe; If by ſtanding on Gods fide , and hatred of a4 
falſe wayes, thou art bEcome the Drznkards ſong, as David 
was, anda by-word among{t the ſonnes of Behal, as was 
T6; If the world lowre and looke ſowreupon thee for thy 
looking towards Heaven , and thy good-fellow companions 
abandon Thee,as too preciſe ; If thy life be nor hike other mens, 
and thy wayes of another faſbion,as the Epicures of thoſe tunes: 
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charged therighteous man, when theboouke of Wiſedome 
was written ; Ina wors,it thou walkeſt in the narrow Way, 
and be one of that little Rocks, which lives amongſt Folver, 


"16, Wdthercfore muſtneedstclittle; ſo that by all the Zeoparay, 
Lyons, and Bearesabout thee, I incane all ſorts of unregenc- 


. ; . 
zate men , thouart hunted for thy holineſſe, as a Paitridg 
y _A_—_—_ p _ FO IT. 
ON TNe MCUntanies , at leaſt by the poiſon ang poIriectirionN 
the tongue ; I tay, then thou art certainely in the hi2 way t: 
H-aven. 
X ; | ; "9 "RY TO * l 
2. If the Saints of God bee men of ſingalzritie, in the 
Þ. Ty IT. > » nonfAl x - a = 
fence I have ſaid; then away with tho{c balc and brainelefie 
cavils, againſt thoſe who are wife umto ſalvation : VW hat ? 
"1 X 1 oc mT 
] ,_ _ areJ21 Wiſer then your fore- fathers ? then all the » Towne? 
m Cum wun{49guc fv” . 1 " \ 
mali peritrepaur Men ſuch and ſuch learned men? then your owne Parents : 
' ' (1197 - } * " '£, _— 
I —_— 23 Areyou wiler then your Hcad , may th: Husband lay, &c, 
& V; i U ON = n . . a of » 
Ciriltians & 4 Nay farcher, to Noah it might have bin fatd by the wretches 
Quate non facis of thoſe times, Art thou wiler thenall the world ? ( He out 
alit, &c 7 Errg Of the hcight of his: heroicall reſolution, cafily endured and 
@'c!s, Chr ſtianus 4: .A0., . ei, S JH © JR 0; 7 » hails Gere 
oe,  repeilas digeſted the afronts and indignities of this kinde from 
Vos neicio quos: Millions of men.) But take theu theſe ſpitetu!l raunts , and 
$4 - aurTrlari - , 
zremit , urzer, Plade them inthe meanetime, as a Crowneunto thee, and 
v5 % . . ” * 
quod pejus ct adyance forward inthinc holy ſingularitic with all ſweete 
cxemplo Chriiti- 
anurum {utfocat x R 
Chriſtanos. Sudatur, z{tuarur, tribulatre 2n;ma Chriſtiana, &c. Tdeo-wicie quid C:c:t eſpoulceee 
nim, Qu'd mh! prodeſt,qua modo mihi f1cjo remedia , & lucror paucoes dies + Exco lit c de riiofzx- 
culo,ct vado ad Dorinum meum, & mittcr mein ignem,quia prepoſul paiicos dies vitt fuivie, nite? 
AC in genengas—- Echoc fo:te non in platca tivi dicit amicrs, fed in domo vxorgaut forte maritus ux 
or! 6lel: bone & ſante dece ror ipſius, St mulcr marite, Eva eſt 111151 vir ux04,Diabolus clt iti Aur 
ipſa tibi Eva cit,aut tu iih ierpens C5. fag, mT, al. g3.p, 221 n Non igitur dubium eſt, quin generati> 
Prava inter {ifhanecumn oder ity, varic excreucrityintultantes ci: Num ta folus fapiy* Num folus tu Deo 
places © Num 1.07 rel1qut omnes tram ? omnes damnabimur © Ta falus non erras* Solus non damna- 
aeriss Hec magna virivs tuit. 1406l's entm hodie impoſſibile efſe vidervy, ut unus ic Pppooat tor! orbi 
terrarungelg 05 OMACs dan net, f110yu2a% ain,q 1 ramen Eccleharm, vc: bum Ct culum Lc Jad att, 
ie autem ſolin; {totuar Der fGilum, et Deo acceptun efſe, Lutherw. Neque-paryum elt delpicere irc1- 
dertes et epprcbantesgCtial:bus inceſeates : at juſtus ille non tantum decemn er vignt!,er centurn hoe 
nine fed et owner hominum n.turann etior myriades deſpexit. Verifimile enim omncs 1llos ridere, re- 
pretcndeic,fublarnare, & cebacchari: et forte etiam, $5 poſſibile furfſEr, dilaccrare voluiſle {+ ft. 
Y3n-z2.00 cap C Con Tom correſtica il erat Arenumtasut viam diverſam a vulyari, q ial omMAN mult! 
tudo manbulabet, irerert neque timeret, neque Cfpicarcrar aliquis tale,quale verifiavie elt 1gn3 vis ac- 
ciders:; ou 6 quando viderint millces famul con'prrare, hoc velamen, et hanc occaſtionem Jug ignavie 
pratexurt,ac d:cunt: Quid cyo novum, © fiagulare polt i}los omnes faurus efſem adve:ſarius tai.te 
rult.rd net cum tanto populo beilum fuſccpturus ? Numquid ili1s omnibus ego ad-nirabilior eſlems 
412 wth! ites fore: tantarum inimiciiiarums Quod commodum rant odu * Nihilcalium c 1itabar,neque 
"mann uniunzger ,4 {drm 11d Hom. 22. 
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content andundauntednefle of fpirit, towards that glorious 
immortall Crowne above ; and ler thoſe milerable men, 
whoſe cycs are hood-winkt by Satan, and fo blinded with 
carthly duſt, that they cannot poſſibly diſcerne the inviſible 
excellenciesand true noblcnefle of the neglected Saints, fols 
low thefolly of their worldly wifedome, and {way of the 
greater part, to endlefſe woe ; and then give loiers leave to 
talke, 

3. Let every one, who in ſincerity of heart ſeekes to be 
faved, ever holdita ſpeciall happineile, and his hyelt honor, 
*ro be ſingled out from the Vuiverlall peſtilent contagion 2s —_—_— 
common prophancueſſe,ard the ſintuil courlesof the greatelt prazſe, though none 
part ; and to be cenſuredas ſingular in that reſpect. Neither —— 
15 this a tingular thing, that I now ſuggelt ; but ithath beene «1 , wi the 
the portion of the Saints in all ages, ro be trod upon withthe ME ncnnd 
fecte of imperious contempt, as a number of odde delpited #91 » 5 deadly 
underlings, whereas indeed they are Gods Iewels, andth, A ens 
oncly excellent upon carth. Bchold faith //a1#», Chap.s. 1g, *0% upva Gas, 
1 and the Children whom the Lord hath gruen me, are for fever v. $. 
and wonders in Iſrael, [ am 4s amonſier nnto my, faith Da» 
wid, Pſal.71.7. 1amm deri/ion dayly, every one mocketh mee, 
faith lrremy, Chap 20.7. We are made, (aith Paxl, 4 ſpeftacle 
wato the world , and to Arnigels, and to men, 1 Cor.4. 9, Wee are 
made 4s the filts of the world,the off [comring of all things, v.13, 

In Auſtins time, thoſe that made conſcience of their waies, p Sunt multi mal* 
durſtnor plurge into the corruptions of the rimes, and play wives Chrilka- 
the good fellowes, were {cornefully pointed at, not onely by nts Grad 36 
Pagans, but even by unretormed Profeffors, Profeſſors ar vere,ex inter ebri- 
"age, as we call them, as fellowes that aff:Red a preciſeneſle Cu 
and purity above ordinary and others : They would thus in. 5 <afw <llc, & 
ſult and ſcoffingly fly in the face of ſuch air holy one ; Tow are incer conſuſraco- 
; :c3 Mathermaricos 


p: 
4 great man, ſure, yo are a juiſt man, you are an Elias, you" Deum fince- 
- riter colere, etnt 


\ a . . * ” h | 
_—_ —_— ok noluerit ire nit ad ecclefiam, Patieveinfakores fotos Chrk 
nos, & Þ alpera, & dicynt, Ta magnus, tu juſtus, tu cs Hel 
oo in-u:tant quocuique fe yerterir, audit hinc arque inde —_— aforam. | Fm 
cedir 4 via Chriſti Dei Quando audit verba aſper1, unde ſibi habct Facere ſolatium, wt non curer 


verbaaſpera, &c. Dicat, Qualia yverba audi , 
hat cad. i Pahs tos ia verba audio, ſervus peccator  Dominus racus audiy;t, Damonium 


1 
' 


— 
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JT $i ſimplex al.- Are A Peter, you come from Heaven. cc, In4after-tin 8, if a 
nome man were but meerely civi/l, ::gentoxs, ch iſte, temperate, hee 
g'9 aliquo vel Was made a by-word ard lirghmg flocks to thoſe about him, 
—_— They preſently ſaid : Hee WA prot t, ſmgnlar, be, ia him{(c«lle, 
dirorum yiam non Fypocrite, Cc. 1 hus it was, 1s at this tune, and will be to the 
—_— worlds end, that every ſtizmaticall Whorcmorger, beaſt!y 
effcitur. Irfolens Drunkard, ignorant T.ozeil, fcotfrg 1/marl, and Selte-guilty 
EE oy nc wretch will have a bitter gird, a dry blow, as thyy lay, a 
Hvpocrt» corti- {currill gibe, tothrow like the Mad- mans fire-brand into the 
Vndec wile avi face of Gods peop!s, as thungh they were a company of 
ad bonam t1v,e oC de humorous tellowes, and a contemptible generation. 
neverirent i cum I "FP | TEA 4M *1(3 : : "»* . 
m«deſts er bors T £18, I lay, ever Was, andever will bee the worlds opinion of 
eegerent 5 V*the wayes of God. The children of Carkeneſle ever haryour 
per matorum con- ſuch conceits, and percmptorily paſſe ſuch cenſures upon the 
EY children « f light. | 

ba imer fuos con- Tt 1 ſtrange ! Menare content to befſingular in any thing, 
— non faveinthe ſervice of God,and falyation of their ſouls. They 
exe. Nicelews & CCfire, and labour too, to bee ſingularly rich, and the weal- 
1xþ £:41 o5ug Dielt ina Towne; to bee ſingularly proud, and in faſhion 
7em & '/r1/iano, ty themielves; tobethe ſtrongeſt in the company to porvre 
1 itrong drinke. They would with all their hearts be in ho» 
nvur alone, and adored above others. They would dwell a- 
'o2C, and not ſuffer a poore mans houſe to bee within ſight, 
They aff: ſingularity in wit, learning, wiſedomr, valour, 
worldly repatation, and in all other carthly precedencies ; 
out they can by no meanes endurealonenefle, and fngulari- 
ty in z2alc,and the Lords (ervice, In matters of Religion, they 
arerclolved to doe as the moſt doe, though in fo doing they 
.ertainly Camne their owne ſoules, fat.7,1 4. Baſclt coward- 
incfle, and fearefulneſle fit tor fach a doome ! Revel. 21.8, 
{hey are afraid of takings Gods part too much ; of fighting 
00 valiantly under the Colours of Chriſt ; of being too bu- 
fc about the falvation of their ſoples ; leſt they ſhould bee 
acccunted too preciſe, fellowes of an odde humour, and 
crgroflers of more grace than ordinary. It 1s one of Satans 
dreadfnll depths, as wide as hel!, and brimme-full with the 
blood of infinite ſoukes ; To make men ambirious, and cove- 


rcus 


| comfortable walking with God, 


| tous of ſingularity in all other things: but in godiinefſe, and 
Cod; fervices ;not to ſuffer itin themſelves,and to perſecute 
1t 11 others, 

Now #1 this Story of Noah, ſo highly honoured with (in- 
eularity of fre«dome,from the finfull contagion of thoſe def- 
pcrate times, and happily exempred from that moſt generall, 

_ andgreatcft ſadgement upon the carth that ever the Sunne 
fav, an Vniverſall drowning ; gloriouſl, mounting up upon 
the wings of ſaivation and fafety, both of ſoule and body, 
when a wor!dof Grant-like Rebels ſunke to the bottome of 
that new $:a, as a {ton17, or lcad, I conſider, 

1. Th: caule of {ucha ſingular bleſl:d preſervation ; which 
was the tree grace ad favour of God: Brut Noah fond grace 
in the eyes of the Lord, verſ. 8. 

2. The renowne, and honcur of Neahs name: in that he 
ſtands heere as the Father of the * new world, holy ſcede, r Pereunte mnn- 
and progenitors of Icfus Chriſt : Theſe are the generations Crime —_—_ » 
Noah, verſe 9, war —_ 

3. The deſcription of Nouhs : 1. Perſonall goodneſſe : nororom homi- 

2. Preſervarion's 3, Poſterity. Theſe two latter follow, an (eminarum, 

His perſonalldeſcription ſtands in th? end of verſe g. Noah © © 
was a juſt man, and perfs i? in hu generations, and Noab walked 
with God. W here we finde him honoured with three noble 
Attributes , which make up the charater of a compleate 
Chriſtian : 1. Honeſty. 2. Vprightneffe. 3. Piety. And 
they receive much excellency and luſtre from a circumſtance 
of time : /n his generations : © which were many and mainely { M'que bz views 
corrupe, cumſtantia tem» 

Without any further unfolding my Text coherence and * ans Snot 
depenCance upon either precedent or following parts, (for c:ot-r, cum ina 
Hiſtoricall paſſages are plainer, and doe not ever exatt the _ —_ 
length and labour of ſuch an exareſolution, as other Scrip- mukis, non con- 
tures doe,) I colle& fiom the firſt point, wherein 1 finde þo,.s,fedcum ho. 
Gods freegracetobe the prime and principall canſe of Noaks mates corrape 
preſervation, this Note : corrvp'iſſimo. 

Deft. The free grace and favourof God isthe firſt mover {' 7; #* 19% 49 
and fountaine of all our good. Confider for this purpole ſuch 
places 
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places as theſe, Tere.31.3. Heoſ 14.4. Dent,7.7, 8. Rom.g 11, 
123,13. 1ch.3,16. lof 24.2,3. Epbe/.1.5. 

And it muſt nced> bee ſo, For it is utterly impoſſible rhac 
any fin'te cau(e, crcated power, or any thing out of him(elfe, 
thoald primarily moove and incline the eternall, immurable, 
increated, ommypotent will of God, The trac originall and 
prime motive of all gracious, bountifull expreftions and 
«fuſions of loveupon His Ele, is His a. His mernum bes 
neplacitum : The good pleaſure of Hi will, And therefore 

+ Sicut Deo aiki} ©O hold, that cleRton to lite is made upon forclight of faith, 


_ _ good workes, the right uſe of frez-will , or any created 
ut inciprat v . . , "A n . K 
ica er :;pfi Deo ni. MOTIVE, is NOT Oncly © falle, and wicked ; but alfo an ignoe 


hil porcit elle ' __ . prangy 
lat > 2 rant and ablurd Tenent. To ſayno more at this time, it robs 


no aliquid velic ſi» God of his All-ſuffciency, making Him goe cut of Him- 
ce Peet felte, looking to this or that in the creature, upon which 
erccoo fit, Driede Hiz Will may bee determined to elect, The Schoole-men 
—_—_ pre. ChOUgH otherwite a rotten generation of Dtyines, yet are 
= wy, right in this. EE InE bt : 
movetur ab aliqus - 8. That diſtin&ion whichT learne from my * Maſter, in 
2 ad extras ad a- his heavenly Sermons publiſhed lince his death, doth leade 
alioguin pivs vo; WNEO ATIQHt , a1:d truely inl1ghten thts Head-ſpring of all our 
env _— good. 1. Some atlions of Gods love wnto 9, {faith he, are /o 
— Chriſt, that they are wholly ſuſpended on Him, ani Hu me. 


deret, quo 16.1 


<4 £8 #* rits are the onely procuring cauſe of them : For example, For. 
; ent d ff, u- | . ; 
" piveneſſe of ſinnes, is an attion of Gods love unto us, and yet this 


© 
Divine volurtats holly depehd ; :4 his TT hat hi preci. 
non ſolum outta 7/017 depends pon C briſt, ard his merits ; ſotha preci 


eſt caula finalis,er 0145 Blood muſf ett her procure this mercy for #s from Goa, elſe 


je ed ena they will never bee forgiven ; ana th, and the hike love of 
nullum elt ubje- (od, #8 both 18 Chriſt, and for Chriſt. 2. Toere are ſome 0- 
Quma creature , } +: / A / 

quod pur Deo Fer athens of Cods love, which ariſe meercly and onely ont of 
il ratio volendi ghe abſolute will of God, without any concuerrence of Chriſts me- 
al d, ic via f * i 

LEED Vaſhue?. rits ; eA's the eternall purpoſe of God, n hereby He hath deter- 
me -p- diÞ-9-423- rained to chuſe ſome men to ſalvation ; this t4 an aflion of Gods 
vAVE.C- Carl. - _ . I , 
*Thot me worthy, love mecrely riſing ont of Hes ab/olnte will , ws: hout Chrifts 
wiſe, haly,aud lear- popies, For Chriſt is a Mediatonr, and all his merits are the 


ned Mi-ifte of effefts of his love not the canſe of it And yet thu love, though 


God, lohn Ran 


dail, Ser-2+ upold ; 4 b.3.11. ccording to 
Roms. 2-44 os be or for Chrif, OT” Chr -# 44% p S 
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the cternall purpoſe , which hee wrought in Chriſt Teſas our 
Lord: that», inregardef the execntion of it ; for even thu 
eternal purpoſe , and all the alltons of Goas love, which ariſe 
from his abſolute Wilt, are efſcted, and brought to paſſe in 21:4 
through (br ft. 

3. We may take aff cſtimate of the abſolute, and infinitz 
frankenefle of thisunconceiveable love of God to his, which 
reacheth from everlaſting to cverhaſting, by looking upon 
that goodly, faire, !weete, amiable creature deſcribed , Exe» 
chiel 16. Inthebeginnirg of the Chapter, ſhec lies moſt fil» 
thy and foule, tumbling in her owne blood, pitticd by no 
eve,abhurred of all ; which loathſomnefl: ſhould rather have 
begot loathing, thea love : averſion and hate, then affeion, 
and liking : yet God Himfcife doth there profeſie , out of 
a melting pang, and overflowing abundance of His free 
grace, that, that time was unto Him the time of love : Hee 
fpred His skirt over her, and covered her nakcdaefle. Ina 
word: after ſhee was dreſſed, and adorncd with Gods moſ? 
skilfull and mercifull hand, ſc became a moſt lovely thing: 
Firſt, waſhed with water, cleanſed from blood, anointed 
with oyle; then cloathed with broidered worke, ſhod with 
Badgers skinne, girded about with finelinnen, covercd with 
filke, decked with ornaments of filver and gold : with brace- 
lets upon her hands, a chaine on hcr necke, a jewell on her 
forchcad , carerings in her cares, and a beautifull Crowne 
upon her head ; fedde with fine lower, honey and oyle; 
ſo that ſhee became exceeding beautifull , and renowned. 
through the whole World, for her perfe& comelineſle, even 
mine owne comelineſſe, which I pat upon her , faith the Lord 
God. 

Vſes : 1. All praiſe then is due unto Jehovah , the Auther 
of all our good , the Fountaine of all our blifle, the Well- 
ſpring of immortalitie andlife whereby we live,and moove, 
and have our becing , our naturall being , the bzeing of vur 
outward ſtate; our gracious being , the everlaſtingneſl» of 
our glorious ſtate. Were the holieſt heart upon earth enlare 
ged, to the vaſt comprehenſion of this grcat Worlds _ 
NCC 2 
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nefle; nay, made capable of all ti glorious and magnificent 
Hallel#-jabs , and hearty praiſes oft:red to [ehovah, both by 
all th: Militant , and Triumphant Church; yer would it 
come infinitely ſhort of ſutfictently magnifying,admiring,and 
adoriug the inzxplicable myſterie , and bottomleſle depth ob 
this free,independant mercy,and love of God, the Fountaine, 
and firtt Moover of all our good ! Wee may and are bound, 
t» blefle God for all the mceanes, inſtruments, and ſecond cau- 
ſes, whzreby it pleaſeth God to conferre, and convey good 
thingsunto us: but wee mult reſt principally, with lowlieſt 
thoughts of moſt humble and hcarticſt praiſefulneſle, at the 
Well-head of all our welfare, Ichovah, bleſicd for ever. We 
receive a great deale of comfort, and refreſhment from the 
Moone and Statres ; but wee mult chiefly thanke the Sunne : 
from the greater Riversalſo ; but the maine Sza is the Foun» 
taine. Angels, Miniſters, and Men may pleaſure us ; but Je. 
bovah , isthe principall. Let us then imitate thoſe Lights of 
Heaven , and Rivers of the Exrth ; doe all the good wee 
can with thoſe good things God hath given us by his inſtru- 
ments; and then refle& backe rowards, and rerune all the 
glory and praife unto the Sunne of righteoninefle, and Seca 
of our ſalvation. The beames of the Moone and Starres 
returne as farre backe to glorifie the ace of the Sunne, which 
pave them their beautie, as they can pofſtoly, untill they 
bee refiztced, or determine by neceſlary expiration, the 
Surnes ejaculatory power being finite : Let us ſemblably 
ever ſend backe to Gods owne glorious Selfe , the honour 
of all His gifts, by a fruitfull improovement of them, 
in ſetting forth His glory , and by continuall fervent ejacula« 
tions of praiſe, to the utmoſt poſſibilitic of our gracious 
hcarts. | 

And here I cannot hold , but muſt needs moſt juſtly com- 
plaine of the hatcfull , intolerable unthankefulnefſe of us in 
this Kingdome, the happieſt people under the Cope of Hea- 
ven, had we hearts cnlarged to conceive aright of Gods ex- 
traordinary love , and ſuch miraculous metcics , as never Na- 
tion.cyjoyed ! Walke over the World : Peruſe the _ 
acc 
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face of the Earth,from Eaſt to W eſt, from North to South, 7 Feeke ue thus, 
which is above oneand twenty thouſand miles about, both 75% = 
waves; and from one ſide of Heaven to another; thou ſhalt bow « «p; but ” 
not finde {uch another illightened Ge/hen,as this Tland, where- — ptr 
in we Cwell, Of fixe parts of the Earth, fiveare not Chriſti. ku, wee are wor 
an, and in Chriſtcndome, what other part is ſo free from then p=-, hy 
r-igneof Popery, the rage of Schiſme, or the deſtroyin _— —_—_ 
Sword ? Or where beſides doth the Goſpell ſhine with ſuch wich moſt wret- 
glory, truth and peace? Or in what nooke of the World fem; iwrow lr 
are there ſo many faichfull Soules, who cry unto God day teas himſelfe te 
andnight, againſt the abominations of the times ; for the —_— 
preſervation of the Goſpcll; that Godsname may bee glo- F 
riouſly hallowed, His Kingdome come, His will be done in 
every place, and themſelves {erve him with truth of heart ? 
And yet weare too ready, if we hav2 not the height of our 
defires,and our wils to the fall, in ſtead of patience,teares, and 
prayers, which bcſt become the Saints ; to embitter all other 
blefſings, andto diſcover moſt horrible unthankefulneſle of 
them, by repining, grumbling, and diſcontent ; Iam fare, by 
notrejoycing (as we ought) in every good thing which the Lord 
our Ged hath given untows ; andby not improoving the ex- 
traordinarineſſe of His mercies, to our more glorious ſervice 
of Him, and more humbly and preciſely walking before 
Him. Give mc leave therefore in ſhort, to revive a. refreſh 
your memories, With repreſentation of ſome generall heads | 
onely of thoſe innumerable ſpeciall fayours , with which | 
Gods mercifull hand hath crowned this Kingdome, for the 
ſtirring up, and cnlarging our hearts, to the entertainement 
and exerciſe of this moſt neceſlary, and molt negleted du- 
tic of praiſing 7chova. And here, wee of this Nation may a 
great dcale more juſtly, and rightly fay, than the French 
Chronicler, in the Preface to his Story, That we have lived in 
« time of Miracles : our Poſteritie will hardly beleeve the 
wonders done in our dayes. Was it not a miraculous mer- 
cy, that ſucha glorious noone-tide of the Goſpell , as wee 
have enjoyed all our life long, ſhould ſpring out of the dar« 
keſt mid-night of damned Popery, which unhappily ſeized ' 

upon 
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epon the face of this Kingdome inthe time of Quycne .Va- 
ry ; efpeciall watched extraordinarily , and moi: ſtrongly 
guardedby all the policy of hell, and power ot the Pop. * 
that the blood of thole bleſled Martyrs ſhould bring torih 
ſince, ſucha world of Gods ſincere worthip, and to ma- 
ny thoutandsof gracious Soules, who are already crowned 
with everlaſting bliſſe > That Queene Elizabeth, that macclt= 
leſle Princeſle, and Pcarle of the World, ſhould 12 thot. 
fiery times bee preſerved in ſafety, as a ſweet harmeletic 
Lambe, amidſt ſo many mercilefle Komith Wolves, who 
im>lacably thirſted for her precious lite ? Was itnot a wo::s 
der, that the ſacred handot that telfe-fame crowncd bleſled 
Lady, next under Gods Almighty One, ſhou!d in deſpighc 
of all the Powers of Darknclic, and Popith rage, raite Oy; 
true Religion, as it were by miracle from the dead, a thjq. 
which the World fo little hoped to ſee ; that even they 
which beheld irdone, ſcarſly beleeved their owne ſenſes he 
tac firſt beholding ? Thatafterward, the Silver line of þ,, 
much-honoured life ſhould bee hid in the endlefle mazg gf 
Gods bottomeleſle mercics, from the fierce affults of ſoma- 
ny Popiſh Buls,luch a prodigions variety of murderons com- 
piotments againſt her :ſacred Perſon ; and all thoſe deſperate 
Aſlaſins of Rome, who all her life long hunted full grecdily 
- He OI afrer her Virgin biood? * And was nor our deliverance in 
Zower for the Gefe Eighty cighta Miracle, when the Sca fought for us, and her 
pet —_ _— proud waves cnlargedrhemſclvesto ſwallow up quicke their 
rhe mvitacalewspre- prouder 2urGen ? There was a day, as many of us may re- 
Heel L 14 F wn I Cry Tu the Papiſts called, 7he long-lookt-for Day ; 
he may etere,, the Dey wich frenld pay for all : They meant the Day, 
tay nes pe. YEN Queene Elizabeth ſhould dye. About which, their 
Jtols,Pen-ares,Pe;.. $alſe prophets were ſo confident and hopefull, that they cx- 
Mt nes, peed upon the blood of that Day, to havebuilt their Idola- 
<p - - N.t . - 
veſtons Caſts, © trons Davell againe : For they would needs foretell, that it 
aloe umeſt 194. _ ould bee a bloody Day. Y By the uncertainty of the next 
__ INN Heire (ſaid one © f them in the late Queenes dayes)owr Conne 
Oeeſwer to te 71) 5 111 the moſt dreadful, and deſperate caſe ; in the greateſÞ 


Lthel of Engl. ia/# 7! or and _ - 4 
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fore the Cenqreſt ; and farre worſe then any Conntrey of Chri- 
Peridemeby the certainty of moſt bloody crvill, and forrenwarres: 
al our wealth and felcitie whatſoever , depending pon a fow 
nucertaine daje: of Queene Elizabeths life. Clouds of blood 
( faich another ) hang in the Aire , which at the death of z Non vos later 
Quezne Flizabeth willdiſfolve, and raine downe upon Exg- mud 8yeins of 
lend. which then is expeRed as a prey to the ambition of zcs, cujus ſeyul- 
n-ighbour-Nations. I am ſure, the falſe prophet ſpake to this £m; ver eo 
ſenſe. Ard what come: of all this > when the Day came, ne « nautragum 
God, even wrought a miracle cf mercy for the comfort © neo toemalory 
this Kirgdome. and further confuiion ct tuch tellers,and fore- --Cateram infus 
tellers of lyes: * For the Swe ſer, and no mght followed: the *,. LOI 
fame mercifull haid at the fame time crowned Queenz El Re puolicemem- 
zabeth with imintz1l{ glory, and ſet the carthly Crowne of concilite Giftrotia, 
this Kingdomenpon King [amzs his head, without ſheading ingenes moles 

ſo much asone dr-p of blood. And was it vt a miraculous =o pot 
mercy to have ſuch a King, after ſuch a Queene ? who hath c:2rumimorium 
alrcady , next undcr that mightie God, by whom Kings aabes veſtris ies 
reigne.continued the Goſpeil untous, and preſerved us, from Peer cervicte 
th- deſtroying Swerd now fulltwentie yecres: And what do — Vndequngue 
vou thinkc, were wwentic yeeres Peace,and the enjoyment of pe png. 6 
the Gofpeli, worth, were it to bought? Who hath enno- rivue x expecta- 
bled this Kingdome for ever , by his excellent Writings, in 7, 750m £ 
the cauſe of F.cligion againſt Ancichriſt , which would have $c in perceatiene 
created a great Czale of honour toa private man, minding *Y1ves cans. 1 
nothing elic : How illuſtrious then doe they make our King? occuvuir,nox nal- 
The childe unborne will bleſſe King Zames,tor his premoniti- *©* 

onto al: the Priaces, and free States of Chriſtendame ; and 
that Rovall Remonllrance , againſt the rotten , and peltilent 
O:ation of the French Cardinall, to the utter, and triumphant 
overthrow of it; perincd in that ſtile, that none can poſſtbly 
reach , but a learned King : his Goldn pen hath given ſuch 
a low to that beaſt of Rome, that hee will never beable to 
ſtand upon hi foure legs againe : hee hath ſhot out of his 
Rovall bow {uch keene arrowes , taken out of the quiver of 
Gods Booke , which. will hang in the ſides of that skarler 
Whore,and mak? he: lameas long as ſhee)ives. Did heenot 
ſealc 
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n.Cor.4-7« 


ſcale ns an Inſtrument of his hand,as it were, to teſtifie his in- 
vincible cleaving to the Truth, which he hath ſo excellently, 
and unanſwerably defended with his Pen , the ſame day hee 
gave the Noble Prince: , a ſecond Elizabeth, to the Pala- 
tine ? Hath he not moſt happily and ſeaſonably ſtopped the 
haſty torrent of the Arminian SeQ,and the dominecring rage 
of bloody Duels,&c 2 And was not the diſcovery anddeli- 
verance from the Powder-plot , that greataſtoniſhment of 
Menand Angels, one of the molt unparalelled and mercifull 
Miracles,that ever the Church of God t: ſted? Is it not admi- 
rable in the cyes of all Chriſtendome , that the onely Daugh- 
ter of our King , unworthily hunted up and downe like a 
Partridge in the Mountaines, ſhould with ſuch Heroicall 
height of Spirit paſſe thorow ſo many inſapportable dangers, 
dithculties,and indignities, impoſſible to be forced upon La- 
dies by generous ſpirits, and as impoſſible to be borne and 
overcome, but by an invincible ſpirit; and that Shee and all 
her Royall little Ones ſhould be ſtill ſafe in the golden Cabi- 
net of Gods {weeteſt providence ? And to crowne all with a 
wonder of greateſt aſtoniſhment, doe not we all, that are the 
Kings faithfulleſt Subjects , almoſt feare ſtill, leſt webe ina 
dreame , that Prince Charles, the Flowre of Chriſtendome, 
ſhouldreturnc home {> ! To ſay no more : Away then with 
all owre, mclancholike, cauſeleſl:, finfull diſcontent. And 
Praiſe ye the Lord. ſins wnto the Lord a new ſong, and bu praiſe, 
in the congregation of the Saints, Let Iſrael rejoyce in him that 
made him : let the emlar es of Zion be joyful! 1m their King. For 
the Lord tak:th picaſnre in his people : Hee will beantifie the 
meeke with [alvation Let the Saints be joyſull in glory: let them 
ſong alond npor: their beds, Tna word,letus of this Tland, as we 
have juſt cauſ(c, above all the Nations of the earth, and above 
all Agesof th: Church, from the very firſt creation of it,praiſe 
Tehovah moſt heartily, infinitely, and for ever, 

2. Never hit any inthe tecth with deformitic of body, 
dulneſle of conceit,weakeneſle of wit, pooreneſle in outward 
ſate,baſcneſſe of birth,&c. For who makes thee to differ from 
another ? Either, 
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In raturall gifts,as comelineſſe of body,beanty,feature,ſta- 
tur2, wit, ſtrength. &c. See 7b 10.10,11.P/4.139.13,14,16. 

In civill endowments, or any artificiall skill ; untillit come 
even anto matters of wi 4 : See [/aiah 23.26. 

In cutward things, ſec P/a/m. 127. More particularly, in 
preferment, and premotion, ſee Pſal. 75, 6,7. In children, 

1 S$a9.1.27. Pſal. 127.3. Ina good wife, fee Prov.1 g.14- 

In ſpirituall things, ſee Ezech.16, * Inany thing thou canſt * 16 43 25. 
rame. Ve arcall framed cf the ſame mold, hewed our of the , —- 
fame Rocke, made, as it were, of the ſame cloth,the ſheares, Phib1-29- 
as they ſay, onely goirgbetweene ; it is therefore onely the oe 
free love and grace of God, which makes all the difference. 

W hereupon, it wasan excellent ſpeech of the laſt French 
King, as his Chronicler reports : #'9en [was borne, there were {8 tie Hitery oj 
a thor/and other ſoules mare oorne : what nave 1 done wnto God, yay, g;. 
more then they ? It ts his meere grace and mercy, which doth 
often bind me more unto hu juſtice : for the fault; of great men 
are never (mall, 

Let none then, I ſay, over-looke, diſdaine, or brows beate 
their bretheren, by reaſon of any extraorcinarineſle of gifts, 
eminency of parts , ſingularity of Gods ſpeciall favour, or 
indulgence towards him in any good thing, which he denies 
eo others, Eſpecially, thy ſelfe being vouchſafed the mercy 
of converſion ; never inſolently and imperiouſly inſult over 
thoſe poore ſoules, who arc beſide themſelves in matter of 
falvation, wholike miſerable d:udges, damne themſelves in 
the Devils ſlavery, and ſuffer their corrupt natureto carry 
them toany villany, luſt, or lewd courſe. Alas 1 our hearts 
ſhould blecd within us, to behold ſo many abcut us, to im- 
brew their crucil hands in the bloud of their owne ſoules, by 
their ignorance, worldlinefſe, drunkennefle, luſt, lying, ſcof- 
ting at profeſſion, hating tobe reformed, &c, What heart, 
except it bee hewed cut of the hardeſt rocke, or hath ſack 
the breſts of merciicfle Tygers, but would yerne, and weepe, 
to-ſeca man made of the ſame mold with himſelfe, wilfully, 
as it were,againſt the Miniſcry of the Word,a thouſand war- 
nings, and Gods many compaſſionate invitations, to caſt 
C himſclfe 
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himſelfe body and ſoule into the end!eſe, eaſelcfſe, and ree 


— 


medilefle miſeries of Hell > Andtherather ſhou!d wepitty, 
and pray for ſuch an one, who followes the {winge of his 
ovne heart, to his owne everlaſting perdition, becauſe, as 1 
ſaid before, there went but the ſheares berweene the matter 
whereof we wereall made ; onely the free mercv, goodnc le 

and grace of God makes the  Cifference, If hee ſhould ove 
u3 over to the unb:idled current of our corrupt nature, wee 
might be az bad, and run riot into a world of wickcdneſts, as 
well as he; if the ſame God viſit him in mercy, he mightbe- 
come every way as good or better, then we. 

gs. It the free love of Go 1d, bee the formtaine of all our 

gocd ; away then with that fain?d tor--Nohrt of faith. rizhe 
ute of free-will, good work2s, which thould move God to 
elc&before all eternity ; and thar Luciferian felfe-conceire 
of preſentmerit,a fir monnſtrons brood of tha bcalt of Rome, 
who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelſe above all that 14 callea Gd, 
For workes mert:orions fore-lcene, are equally oppolite ro 
Grace, as workes mc; itorious really exiſting. Here you muſt 
call to minde thoſe cight conſiderations, which I oppoſed a« 

gainſt that wicked Tenent of Merit, which doth julily merit 
neverto taſte of Gods free mercy. 

From the ſecond point in the eſe words : T heſe are the ge« 
werdtions of Noah | whereas the fame and memoriall of all the 
Families upon Earth beſides, lay buried and rotting in the 
eulte of everlaſting oblivion, as their bodies in the univerfall 
graveof Waters ; "the family of Noah, a rightcous and holy 
man, is not onely pretery ed in fafety from the generall De- 
luge;but his generations regiſtredand renowned inthe Booke 

of God, and conveyed along towards the Lord leſus, as his 
Progenitors and x recedent Royall Line ; I obſerve this 
DU Int C © 
Dc2t. Perionall 2oodnefl2 15a _ meanes to bring ſafc- 
ty, honour, and many comfortable bleſſings upon poſterity : 
lee Dent,5.:9, Ex: 29.6 P/[al.37.26. Provo. and 11, 
21. F/al 112.1,3. Att.2 39. 
Reaſon. To Parcrts protcling Religion in truth, make 
conſcience 
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conſcience of praying for their children, before they have 


thim, as did ® I/aac, Þ Hamnah : When they are quicke in a Gen.25-21. 
d b x Sam 1.10« 
. . ſe Gene 2, 
4 Zachariah : In the whole conrſe of their life, as did © 7ob: « Labedp 


Atthcir death, as did* /ſaae. And prayers wee know, are a 


the wombe, as did © Rebeckah : When they are borne, as di 


for the purchaſing of all favoursat the hands of God, either 
for our ſelves, or others, the moſt undoubted ſoveraigne 
mecanes we can poflibly uſe. 

2. Godly Parents doe infinitely more defire to ſee the 
true feare of Godplanted in theit childrens hearts, then, if ir 
were poſſible, the umperiall Diademof the whole Earth ſer 
upon their heads. And therefore their principall care is, and 
the Crowne of their greateſt joy ſhould bee, by good exam- 
ple, religious education, daily inſttuQtion, loving admonitt 
ons, ſcaſ{onable reproofes, reſtraint from wicked company, 
the corruptions of the times, &c. by all deareſt meanes, and 
utmoſt endeavours, to leave them gracious, when they goe 


out of this world. And God/weſſe, faith Paxl,hath the promiſe 1 Tim 4-5. 


of the life that now 14, and of that which # to come, It gives 
right and tull intereſt to all the true honour, bleſſings and 
comforts which areto be had in Heaven, or in Earth. 

3. Children are ordinarily apt, our of a kindly inſtint of 
naturall lovirgncfle, from many and flrongeſt motives, to 
imitate, and follow their Parents, either in baſenefle, or bet- 
ter carriage, to heaven, or hell, 

4. A Father that trucly feares God, dare not for his heart 
heape up riches, or purchaſe high roomes for his children, by 
wrong-doing, or any wicked wayes of getting; whereupon, 
both he and his, fare farre the better, and happily decline the 
flaming edge of thoſe manv fearefull curies denounced in 
Gods Booke, againſt all uncon{cionable dralers. Such asthar, 
Eccleſiaſt.5.13.14. There # a ſore evill which I have ſeene un- 
der the Sunne, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to thew 
burt. Bat thoſe riches periſh by evil travell, and he begetteth a 
ſorne, and there u nothing in his hand, And Habac. 2, 9,10. 
Woe to him that coveteth an evill covetonſneſſe to his houſe, 
that hee may (et hi n:ſt on hye, that hee may bee delivered 
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from the power of evill, Thou haſt conſulted ſhame to thy howſe, 
by cutting off many people,and haſt ſinned againſt thy ſoule, 

Yes : 1, Wouldeſt thou then have thy little babes thou 
loveit fo dearcly, bleſſed upon earth, truely noble , Gods ta- 
vourites , meete thee in Heaven ? Bc holy thy Selfe. Men 
are very carefull and curious to have their ſeed-corne , and 
breed of catteil choiſe, and generous ; and will they not 
endeavour to nurture , manage, and condut the immortall 
ſoules of their children with grace, by godly education, to 
the higheſt advancement, of which thoſe noble natures are ca« 
pable, everlaſting bliſle, fruition of all heavenly joyes, world 
without end? 

2. This may alſo ſerve to reproove, and corre thoſe co» 
retous Bedlams , that labour more to bave their children 
great, than good; rich, than religious. It is a madneſſe of 
that kinde, which wanteth rermes to exprefle it : That a Man 
ſhould goe to Hell himſelte , and fit his children to follow 
him, in ſeckivg to eſtabliſh his houſe, and raiſe his poſteritic, 
by Sacriledge, Simony, Bribery, Vſary, Oppreſlion, D- DO 
pulation, or any other courſe of cruelrie, and wrong. For ſo 
3 Quz namg; dic Cy lay their 8 foundation 1n fire-worke , which 1s ab! to 
0:0 aliena rapere blow up themſelves and their poſteritie, body and toule,rocte 
veces Fav and branch. ties 
facir,er inopiane- '2, Let this fill the heart of the dvino Chriſtian w:ti1 
ceſſariorum. At- C t p- For whereas thebloody knife of prophenc 

wecteſt pzace. For whereas ! prop 


qu propterea non 


.ebes rapiua © cx* tnens unconf{cionable and cruell negligence jn training up 
crcerc, Nam ta» 4 
ies divaiz inceres, their Children religioufly,doth Nicke fiull deep? in their ſoules; 


une: Tu yerota- and leaving this life , they bequeath unto them tÞ2 cucie ot 
ics Congregans , 


zon alngr racis, God, together with their ill gotten googGs: hee happs- 
RERIING ro- Iy findes his conſcience ». by reaſon of Ins tormer thictty de» 


27S Cur 1n_ ar 


2 - he uct ( 
"LECLA JaClat, TC: On eat 'Propter 1 QUT.5,AC © wWuvie man. Ayo! atph wn non 4c:5xb2r funda 
-entum 1n arcnam locar:, Nam: ita VEntus, ac nimb! mi x Ty is Ft t. Iraque 1: Aitekceic V wal 


CANMNCeM Crcumventas. S! l:iberis tu:s y »16 divitias traderc julizs acquire, Iliz quippe manent, ac 
Te pPalltunt. Quz vero tales non ſunt, conteſt.a2 pere:: nt, ac Corru —— — Si YEro Omni," 
«1126\CETE Ci:-pys, (res Enim iſta neceNaria ron eft)quibus randerr, Gvitiis mags trait volesfAn vite ho! 
971%: At Qui ex rapto onteſcunt modico plerumq: © tEMPUre Gur&:tts Nam ſepenumere rap'tie & 11h» 
HOwUe pena cart mortem videlicer immaturem, que fre,vt potietus, nilt brevi moment) t vi non 
cche,te aben nres Gchennm ſortianur. Fit vero & h» © thee, ut cx 261itits eds :bys CT Cl 5 aft 

©5 ho. Firs Conke fyant Er pereant, Chryſo,T. Serm. wo 11 3+ ad Epb. 
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ſire ard ſincere endeavour todoe his children good ſpiritual 
ly, freed from the horrour of ſuch blood-guiltineſle ,' and 


: Jeaves them to that comfortable outward eſtate, which no in- 


Jury or uſury hath impoyſoned, and to that never-failing 

providence of oor heavenly Father , which then is wont to 

worke moſt graciouſly , and bountifully for us, when wee 

renouncing the arme of fleſh, the favour of man, riches of 

iniquitic, andall fuch broken ſlaves of reode, depend moſt 

uponit, If we will needs be oor owne carvers for things of 

this life , either by right or wrong, fraud or faire dealing, all 

is one, ſothar wee may thrive and grow great in the world ; 

then are we juſtly caſt off from all mercifull care over us, and 

expoſed to ruine andcurſe: But if wereſt fincerely for eur 

{clves and ours upon the all-powerfull Providence , it will 

never faile , nor forſake us, but ever exerciſe, and improove 

its ſweetenefle and wiſedome , for our true and everlaſting 

ood. 

? In thethird Point, a deſcription of Noahs ſpiricuall ſtate, 

which is the compleate CharaQter of a true Chriſtian ; con» 

ſiting of three Attributes : 1. » Tuſtneſſe, 2. i Sinceritje, ®.P' IV © 

3+ Piety. | colle& fromthe firſt this note : — — 
Det. Every truly religious Man , is alſoa righteous, and Sooum, aqui vi- 

true-dealing man. Frum the ſecond, this : ——_—_ - 
Po. Sinccritic is the finew , and Touch-ſtone of true | DIDRN feri- 

Chriſtianitie. m—— 


cere religion and honeſty , areall in one predicament, as they natperfecum, ur 


nolter interpres 


non perfeRionem abſolutz ſanicatis, ſed fincericarem cordis & pieratis Fignificat, quam ſolam Deus 
A nobis nunc exigir : ficur dicitur, 1.Tim-1-5, Finis mandati eft, Fc. Per. 
C 3 performance, 
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performance of religious ſervices ; bat negleR duties of the 
ſecond, and conſcionable carriage to thy brethren ; Thou art 
| but a Phariſe, and formall Profefſcur : If thou dealeſt juſtly 
with thy neighbour , and yet beea ſtranger to the myſtery of 
godlinefſe, canſt not pray, ſanRifie the Lords Day, ſubmit to 
a ſincere and ſearching Miniſteric, &c. which the firſt Table 
enjoynes ; Thou art but a mecre civill man ; 1f thou pur on 
a flouriſh, and outward face onely, of obedience and confor- 
mitic to both , and yet betruc-hearted in neither , as did the 
Phariſes, CMarrh,23.14 23 thou art but a groſſe Hypocrite, 
Beare thy ſelfe holily towards God, honeſtly towards Man, 
and truc-heartedly towards both, or thou art no Body in 
Chriſts Kingdome , but {till in the gall of bitternefle, and 
#pheſ4 24 bondof iniquitice Put on r4g hreomſneſſe , and true holineſſe in 
this lite, or thou ſhalt never put on a Crowne of glory in the 
life to come. 

In Hu generations ] which were many , and maincly cor- 
' rupt. In that then Noah ſtood out, and ſtucke unto God 
Non 3 verifimi- thorow ſo many * ages ; and againſt ſo | wicked a world ; we 

ztatis dixifſe Mo. [Nay lear nc, 
ceo plarali,ame-  Dott, That conflancie is ever an inſeparable Attendant 
primerer, quam UPO!1 t1UC Chriſtianitic. But becauſe a double conſtancie is 
renuus, & 111- heerce implycd : 1. Once in reſpeR of continuance of time : 


Quus athleta fucrit 


Noah, quam tot 2. Another in reſpeR of oppoſition to the corruptions of 
runtsCelvnin cap-6, the times ; I may obſerve two points. 

yo UP Dot. 1. Grace once trucly rooted in the heart, can never 
conſtantiz exem.. DC IEMOOVcd.S:e for this purpoſe, Rom. 11.29, Math.24.24. 


on gn I. John 2. 19. 27. lohs 10.28. Rom, 8, 35, Lykke 22. 33. 

tore circumdatus, 2. Cor. 1. 21, 22. Epheſ. 4.30, &c, 

on agtacm io Reaſons may betakcn, from 

traxit, [tid. 1. The deareneſle, ſtrength, conſtancie, inviolableneſſe of 
God the Fathers love unto His Children. It is dearer then a 
Mothers,to her ſweeteſt Babe, 1/a 49.15 . It is ſtronger then 
the mountaines , E/a. 54+ 10. It is as conſtant as the courſes 
of the Sunne and Moone and Starres;of the day and of the night, 


Jer.31.35,36.and 33, 20,21, It is as fare, as God Himlelfe, 
P/al. 89. 35, &C. 
2. Chriſts 
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2. Chriſts triumphant ſeffion and interceſſion at His Fa- 

thers right hand, Whichmay for ever, with ſweeteſt peace, 
and freedome from laviſh trembling, affureus of our rooted- 
neſſe in Chriſt , conſtancie in grace, and everlaſting abode 
with him in the other World. Hee that wiil rent us from 
Chciſts myſticall Body , m_ onceimplanted into Him by a 
lively fruitfull Faith, and blefledlyknit unto Him by His Spi- 
rit, as faſt as theſin?wes of His precious Body are knit unto 
His bones, His fleſh rothis (inewes, and His skin to His fleſh; 
muſt pull Him out of Heaven, and remoove Him from the 
right hand of His Father, Whart fo furious or infernall pows 
er can or dare lay a finger on us in this kinde ! Hee hath taken 
the poiſoning power out of every thing, that ſhould hurt us, 
or hale us backe to hell. He hath conquered, captivated, car- 
ried in triumph , and chained up for ever all the enemies of 
our ſoules, and enviers of our ſalyation, They may exerciſe 
ns in the meane time for our good; but they ſhall never be 
ableto execute their malicious wils, or any mortall hurt upon 
us, cither heere, or in the next life, 

3- Theirrevocable obfignation of the bleſſed Spirit, Eph. 
1.13,14.and 4.39. And who or what, can or dare, reverſe 
the Dcede, or breake up the Seale of the holy Ghoſt. 

Heere then, as you ſee, the bleſſed Trinitie is the un» 
mooveable ground of our going on in grace. 

4. Thelaſting and immortall power of the Word, once 
rooted in a good and honeſt heart, Lake 8, 15. I, Peter 
I. 23- 

5 The certaintie and (weetneſſe of promiſes to this pur- 
pole, ler.32.39,40, Zech.10, 12: lohn 8.12, 2. Sam. 7. 14, 
I5. P/al. 89+ 31, &c, 

6. The force and might of Faith, 1. Pet. 1. 3,3,4,5. 

7. The efficacie of Chriſts Prayer, Luke 232. 32. Job 17. 
15,20, Rows. 8.34. ola 

8, 'The dorable vigour of ſaving graces, John 4.14. Rowe. 
II.29. 

9. The inabilitie, nay, impoſlibilitie of all cauſes, or crea» 
tures to plucke outof Gods bad, Tohn 10, 29, orto draw 

4 any 


24 


Generall direttions for 4 


— 
_—_ ——— 


ay of His to a totall or finall falling away. 
1, Tt isnotthe Divell himſelfe can doe it, 1. John 5 
18, 

2, Itis not the world, 1.10» 5.4. Tohn 16.33. - 
3- Iris not the concurrent fury, and united forces of 
all the powers of darkenefle, Marth.16.18. 

4- Ir isnot finne, 2,4am.7.14,15+ P/al.$9.31, &c. 

5- Itisnot weakenefle of Faith , and other graces, 
Muautth. 12,20. Eſa. 42. 3. 

6. Tt isnot the impoſture of falſe prephets, Afatrh. 
24. 24, 

s. 2 th no creature, or created power , Rom, 8, 38, 


mm” 

Vier: 1 This Point thus confkrmed, doth confound that 
ferlorne Tenent of the Popiſh Doors, which tels us that a 
joſtified and ſanificd Man may fall finally and torally from 
grace, In which I have heretofore upon other occaſion in 
your hearing , punQually refured thoſe which I conceived 
Bellarmines beſt Arguments, I willnot then trouble you now 
with his Sophiſtry againe, 

2, This {wecrand precious Truth may crowne the hearts 
of all thoſe that are traly Chriſts, with joy unſpeakeable and 
glorious. Let new Converts and Babes in Chriſt, who are 
woont to bee very fearefall and much troubled, .leſt they 
ſhould not hold out , becauſe upon their firſt entrance into 
the wayes of Chriſtianitie, they are cunningly and concur- 
rently encountred with ſo many oppoſitiongs * Fromthe Dj- 
vell, which then rageth extraordinarily : From the World, 
whichthen tendereth moe and more allaring baites : From 
the Fleſh , which naturally is very impatient of any ſpiritual 
ſnaffle : From carnall Friends, who cannot enduretheir for- 
wardneſle : From their old Companions, who cry out, They 
are turning Puritanes : From the Times, which lowre and 
tooke fowre upon their zeale ; Sometimes from the Father 
which begat them, from the Mother which gave them ſucke; 
from the Wife which lies in their boſome; from a world of 
enemies to grace : Ifay, in ſuch a caſc let them grafpe in the 
UAMmes 


comfortable walking with Cod. | 


_——_— 
— —{ 


armes of their Faith, the proofes and promiſcs in the preſent 
Point and ride ow , becauſe of the Word of Trath, Let them 
ſweetly, with full aſſurance, and unconquerable reſolution, 
repoſe upon that everlaſting encouragement, for the finiſhing 
of their ſpirituall building, which Zerabbabel received from 
the mouth of God Himſelte, for ſacceſſe of the materiall, and 
Type of this : Not by might and power, but by my Spirit, ſaith Zech.4 6,5. 
the Lord of Hoſts. Whe art thou, O great monutaine ? before 
Zernbbabel thon ſhalt become a plaine, and he ſhall bring feorth 
the bead flone thereof with ſpoutings , erying , Grace, grace uns 
to it, | 
And that they may more comfortably and conſtantly goe 
on, let them caſt their eyes bhetime upon theſe and the like 
cautions, at their very firſt giving their names unto Chriſt. 

1, Propoſe fuch interrogatories as theſe 'to thine owne 
heart: Artthou content to abandon thyboſome finne ; the 
(enſift froth of former m pleaſures; hereafter to delight in m Delicaus ec, 
God! as thy chifeſt joy ? Carſt thou take upthy crofe, and | yg 
follow Chriſt His Truth and holy tracke , amidit th: many tem concupiſcis, 
by- paths that leade to hell , and dift-rent opinions of multi. ==2 nit a 
tudes of men? Art thou willing to {ufter adrerſitie, difgrace, mas voluptatem, 
and diſbountetance with the righteous, and comterned god- —_ _ 
ly Ones ? Canſt theu endore'to have things laid unto thy 
charge,thou never didft, thoughtſt,or dream'dit on ? To be- 
come the Drwnkard: ſong ; a By-word to theſe that ave viler 
then the earth ; muſicke at the feafts of thoſe that ſet wn the gate, 
&-c. Ina word, for Chriſts{ake to deny thy {elte,thy world- 
ly wiſedome, natural wit, carn#!l friends, old companions, 
pleaſures, profits, preferments, caſe, excellency of learning, 
acceptation withthe world, oerward ſtare, libertie, lite, or 
what clfe thou canſt name deareſt unto fleſh and blood ? If 
thine heart anſwer not affirmatively, ( I meauc our of there- 
ſolution of a wdl-adviſed regenerate judgement : for I 
know, the fleſh will grumbleand reclaime : ) thou wilt cer- 
tainely fall away, or end in formalitie. 

22: Looketo thy repentance ; that it be fincere, univerſall, 
conſtant, from the heart-roote, forall knowne ſmnes, , thy 
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ritvall behaviour, in the doing : 3. An holy carriage after- 
ward, 
I, Forthe firſt : 1, Come not before God with any ſinne 
lying upon thy conſcience unrepented of, or delighted in, 
{ce Plalme 66, 18, 2. Neither with paſſion , wrath, or 
_ heart-burving againſt 4 any. 2. Stirre up and quicken the 
£ Cum omni cents : . . X 
pore , Quantum AtIVeneſſe, and particular apprehenſions of thy < Faith, 
heri poteſt Chri- about the things defired and deprecated. In a word, in 


ſtianus vir iracun- 


diam debeat tem. the Apoſtles words, for that is my meaning ; * Lift vp 


_— — holy hands without wrath and doubting, Bring , 1. Reſo- 
orationE accedir; lution againſt all ſinne, in reſpe& of God: 2, Peace and 


ne perturvet ani- anneaſed paſſions, in reſpe& of men: 3. Aſſurance to bee 


mum ſuum ind1p+ 


natioz neirz qu- heard , in reſpe&t of thy ſelfe. Or thus : Before thou fall 


dam futor impc- : ag. ; X yy: 
Cr anne npon thy knees , ſhake oft three empoyſoning and hearvic 


Magis placido hindrances , which will clog and clip the wings of thy 
Quid enimiraſce- Prayers, that they will never bee able to aſcend up unto 
is? Servus pcc- Heaven; ſinne, anger, diſtralt : and poſſeſſe thy heare 
Cavite Tu acccars th TR ha! » 0 4 "2 : 
ad orationem, ut Of three excellent helpes, and wnflaming furtherances 
wa ib _— 1, A right appi-henſion of Gods dreadfulneſſe, puritie, 
cOnentur , Ait! - n 
indignaris: A-ty, POWEr , &c. 2, A true ſence of thy owne vileneſſe, a» 
& Secre ib6-c44 bominablenefle , nothingnefle, &c. 3. A heartie ſurvey 
Duobuz modi; 2 x , . : , 
orxtio impeditur, Of the infinitenciT2, and unexpref{-ablencfl: of Gods boun- 
neimperrare quil- t4» bleffings, and many compaſſionate forbearances to= 
que poſit , quod c , « 
poltulat : nempe wards thce 
5 —__— —— 2+ For the ſ:cend, 1. Repcll with an undaunted fpi- 
— ” . . . . m 
aut fipeccamiin Tit, and refolizte contcinpt , Satans blatphemous 4 inj:Rtt> 
ſe ex toto corde *PRLL fon. hee thor rmwaw = to all 
non dimittit, Beyn ons, 13 hee bee ouſt that Way ( and hee is ordinarily moſt 
Do modo bend (pightfull againſt the bclt bulmeſles, ) and the rather, be- 
py any PM _ s mw bee m_-_  abominated and quay = 
ram pon aude- with Hhearterifing ad loathing, tncy are put upon the 
bas ad crelum at» 5 _ Þ P 
rollere ; oculos ; | 
tuos in terram dirigebas 3 & \ub'td accepiſti gratiaw Chrilti 3 omnia tb! peccata dimilſa ſunt, —— 
— Ided preſume, non dr operatione tua, (ed de Chrilti gratia, Gratiz enim falvati eſtis, Apoſto» 
lus ait. Non ergo hic arrogantia eſt, fed fides, «Amb. de Sacr. lib. 5. cop. 4. Fa expeſ. Orate Damin. 
* 1. Tim- 2-8, d Solct nequiſſfimus hoſtis ram fordidas nonnunquam & impias cogitationcs infer- 
re menti, ut qui tencatur, dum ſaum illud putat eſſe quod cogicat , deteriorem le per |piritun immun.. 
dum propoſico ſuo arbitretur effctum: multoque potiorem animam habuille ſe credat, cum ad- 
huc res ſeculi amaret. Vple caim iis, quibus invidet, callidiſſimus inimicus horrorem propoſiti ex 
ieſperatione facere (an&'tatis : ut eos obfidente rriſtitia, cri 4 propoſto non rcvogat, certe retineat 


| proieQu, Avgelt, Epilt. 142+ : 
Divels 


— 


OO —— 


frer- 


ſfinne 
ed in, 
|, Or 
1 the 
aaith, 
J, in 
fe wp 
Relo- 
» and 
0 bee 
1 fall 
caviec 
f thy 
unto 
heart 
1ces * 
ritic, 
, fs 
1rvey 
DOUt- 
$ Tos 


d ſpi- 
1:Mtt- 
moſt 
27, be- 
Joned 
n the 


10, nn nes 
Apoſto» 
'D :mnn. 
s infer- 
immun-- 
cum ad- 
politi ex 
retincat 


ivels 


comfortable walking with God. ® 69 


ms PR _ 


| ———— 


Divels ſcore, and are onely thy croſles 1 not thy < ſines. , 1, his cogitasi- 
2. Watchover the World with all care and timely oppofi- or bus , qua re- 


pugnanti, & invis 


tion,that if it be poſſible,notan carthly * thought may creepe {,%nims fngge- 
intothy heart all the while. 3. Strive to hold thy heart in awe , quibus 


- . . . h ic 
heate, as well in confeſſion as deprecation ; in deprecation as ode ronkinee 
petition ; in interceſſion as for perſonall bleſſings ; as well for ** refiltit, — 

a non elt peccatum 
purity of heart, as pardon of finne,thorowout ; though there fine conſenty 
may be difference of heate, and cryingunto God, according <5. tem ibid 

. neroſas cogita- 

to the neceſſity and neereneſle of the paſſage in the prayer, ner in animd 
, . ns JA 1Nas acci 

to our particular, or the more univerſal good defired. Prayer 04010 aohtes 


is the creature of the holy Ghoſt, every part whereof, wee vulc,% tamen non 
ſhould heartily wiſh, and carneſtly wraſtle, that He would RR 


proportionably animate as it were, and thorowly cnlive, even culos mentismuſ- 
c 


as the ſoule doth the body, A _ 
3. For the third, with all intention and watchfulnefſe,pur- {trepune ranz in 


. , enerralibus cor- 
ſueand preſſe after the things prayed for, by a timely appro+ is <jus. Cogirar 
henſion, fruitfull exerciſe, and utmoſt improovement of all _ 
- . A 

occaſions, ordinances, helpes, and heavenly offers, which may harribitia de dis 
any wayes concurre to the compaſling of them. For inſtance : Yinitare » 8 per 
Th ſt for knowledge : walke then, when thou haſt forearum image. 
Ou Pra) < OT KNOW gc - WAIKC then, wnen rncu porearum imagt- 
done, with a conſtant endcavour, inthe ſtrength of this pray- — 
er, thorow all the ineanes, reading, hearing.conferring, prafti- in contellione e- 
' = 3 © . % 2 - a 4 C ror 
ſing (for even that alſo is a mcanes to increaſe knowledge, Yonete pecener 
Toh.7.17. eſpecially experimentall) catechizing, &c. for the ret: er quaned dio 
' > » T" Ty 3 . : . ri&.as non ct. 
ftoring of thy underſtanding » 1th all facrd illuminations jolt We be 


and holy ſenſes of Gods faving Word Let no opportunity fua,armainiqunz= 


tis PECCATO, tanto 
{iri4/us hujuſmod: (pirita quatitur e pullatur. Cum enim ille in{ctiabilts homicida, ab extcriori ſenſu. 
al.rate (e vi ler excluſum, imeriors okett 5 viribus aggreditur Sed ſpirimuzlis homo qui omnia Judicat, 
illius aftutias non ign-rat. Reprimit quo! poreſt : quod eutem non poreſt reprimere, tolerat : quia 
erfi latratum can's full ner, morſum non tw et Latrar enim cam ſugyerit * runc vere wordet, cam ad 
conſenſum pertcahit : ſe | cham non ivgert, quod ſaggefiir, rune non valnerar, fed coronat : qui crfi 
lentijentem crus at, non ob! gat non conemientem, Bern (:5. de Conſe, cape de mw't'y. varier copiter, 
f Quan io e1:m orans cogitat de uxore, de filvs, de mancipus, de domo, de poſſcliion:bus, de fy ecoe 
ribus, de mylirta, de juc'o, de copſh, ct altts, que faart innumerabilia, que fyyer cor incaute orantis 
aſceuduntz nonne tibt viderur hizc ſyn2goga malorem 4 © n/oft. bom, 13, m cap 6 Marth, Plerunque 
ne,otiator veniens ad orationem ; aut avorus de pecunta cogitats alter de lucio; aiter de honore; al- 
rer de cupiditate ; et putat quod eun Deus poſſic audire$s Ambro lib 6, de Sacre cap.y. Cogitat'o om» 
nt» ſecular's ct carnalis ab\cedaty nec quicquam runc animus, quam id folum cogiter, quod precatur- 
— Q"z autcm ſegnitiz eſt alienari, et caps incpt's cog tatiombus et prophan's. cam Dominum de+ 
precaris: quaſi bt aliud, quod magi» debeas cogitzre, quam quod cum De» loquaris. Quomodo te aus 
dir: 4 Deo poſtula+ ; cumee 1pſe non audias< Vis efſe Deum memorem tui, quando tu 1pte memor tw 
non (134 Cyprien, de oxatune 'D 1m Mics- 
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paſſe,be violent in catching all occaſions, for the enriching thy 
braine with ſuch heavenly ſtuffe, and hoarding up in thine 
heart ſuch hidden treaſures. if thou cryeſt after knowledge, 
faith Salomon, and lfteſt up thy voce for underſtanding, 
Chap. 2, 3. there is the prayer : If thow ſeekeſt her as ſilver, 
and ſearcheft for her , as for hiddes treaſwres, verſe 4, there is 
the endeavour :. Then foalt thow mnderſtand the feare of the 
Lord, and finde the knowledge of God, verſe 5.there is the bleſ« 
ſing : ſee Pſal. 27. 4- Againe, thon praycſt tobe preſerved 
cut of ill company : thon docſt well : but when thou ha{t 
done,doeſt thou make conſcience of that counſell of Salomosx. 
Prov. 4.14,15. and by the power and impreſl:on thereof, 
confront and oppoſe the cunning inticements, and curfed im- 
portunities of thine old companions,and brethren in iniquitic?* 
Exter not faith Salomon mnto the path of the wicked ; and goe not 
i" the way of wicked men, Avoide it, paſſe not by it ; zurne from 
it, and paſſe away &+c. Hethar makes Prayer the end of Pray- 
er,prayes onely to pray,and reſts in his prayer, thinking when 
that holy dury is done, that there is no more to be done, 
prayes tono purpoſe. There muſt be good doings, as well 
as good duties. He that doth not carneſtly, and in good ſad- 
ncſl: afterwards ſet him(clte againſt finnes deprecated, and 
purſue with zcale and confcicnce the graces and good things 
petitioned, his pray'cr 1s not worth a batron, 

IT. Decline idlenefie, the verv ruſt and cavker of the 
ſouls, the Divels cuſhion, piliow, chicte repoſall ; his very 
tidc-time of temptation, as it were, wherein he carries with 
much caſe, and withuur all contradition, the current of our 
corrupt affeRtions, to any curſed fine. And be diligctit with 
conſcienccand faithfuiln:fle, in iome lawfull, honeſt, particu- 
lar Calling ( a good teſtimony, if uther ſaving markes con- 
curre, of truth, and true heartednefIe , in thy generall Cailing 
of Chriſtianitie ) not ſo much to gather gold, and engrofle 
wealth , as for neccſary and moderate provition for family 
and poſteritie : and in conſcience and obedience to that come 
men charge, laid upon all the ſonnes a::d daughters of Adam 
tothe worlds cnd ; I» the ſweate of thy face ſoalt mm eate 
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ak till thow returne nnto the ground, 1. Bat ever goeabout 


the affiires of thy Calling with a heavenly minde, ſeaſoned, 
and ſanified with habituall prayer, cjaculatory elevations, 
willingneſſe, if God fo pleaſe, to be diffolved, and to be with 
Chriſt ; pregrant with heavenly matter and meditarion,pickt 
ant of the paſſages of thy preſent buſineſſe. For inſtance ;let 
the Hasbandman in Scede-time, colle& this ſacred Soliloquie 
and hcavenly thought ; If Inow take not the ſeaſon, I ſhall 
haveno harveſt, but ſtarve in winter, So proportionably ; if 
igather not Grace in this Sun-ſhine of the Goſpell, and day 
of my viſitation, ſhall find nothing buthorrorupon my bed 
of death, and burne in Hell for ever hereafter, &c. 2. In all 
the civill buſineſſes of thy perſonall Calling, let thy eyeand 
ayme be upon Gods glory, as the prime and principall end of 
all thy a+ions, 1 Cor. 10.31. and in them ſeeke and ſerve 
that glorious end of Gods honour, not ſo much in pro» 
curirg thine owne, as the good of Church, Common» 
wealth, Neighbours and Family, &c. 3. By carthly imploy» 
ments, doe not become an carth-worme, In ye world, 
grow not a worldling, and ſuch an one as findes more {wcet- 
neſſe and pleaſure in worldly dealings, andthe comming in 
of thy Profits, then in thy heavenly traffickeand treaſures 
through the praQtice and trade of Chriſtianity. 

I TI, In thy ſolitary ſeaſons : 1. Single out ſome ſpeciafl 
profitable choyſe matter to meditate on all the while ; there- 
by both to prevent the ordinary intrufion. of many vaine, 
fooliſh, noyſome thoughts, impertinent wandrings, and wo- 
full crifling out thy precious tim? ; andalſo to kcepe thy ſpte 
rits, and the powers of thy {oule aworke, leſt as milſtones 
wanting griſt, grate and grinde one another, they waſte 
themſelves in a fruitcleſſe barren mclancholy. When canſt 
thou bee alone, and not have juſt cauſe, eitherto buſie thy 
minde about ſome law (all affaires of thy Calling : or wreſtle 
with ſome corruption, which troubles the peace of thy con» 
ſcience, or breake out into the praiſes of God, or ſome other 
hely paſſige of heavenly meditation, whereof there is ſo 
great variety and ſtore? 2. Watch and withſtand, with alt 
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godly jealouſic and care, two dangerous evils: 1, Thoughts 
g Nec ex prateri. Of pleaſures 8 from thy youthfull ſinnes , and unregenerate 


ns time , Which at ſuch times are ready to make re-entry , and 
Rari debemus, V CTY Cager,bcing aided by the Divels cunning and hearts-cor- 
A moet ruption , to re-tafect and p2llute thy ſouleagaine with ſenſu 
6-21, Quem e:go All filth, and renewedguiltincefſe, Ard in this pointrake heed 


*udum, &c? Re- [oſt the Divell delude thee in theglory of an Angel ; or by the 


VOcat 4 record a! —_ * y* - : 

dis cum delea- flaſhes of his counterfeit light , caſt into thy heart his ſecret 
ys wo. wildc-fire, and ſparkes of luſt. For in thy ſolitary mufing, 
cocupiſcentiatru- thou mayeſt reſume into chy memory, the habominations of 
—_— 1edei- thy former life, eſpecially of that ſinne, which was thy mini- 
gyptum, Aug i On-delight , and darling pleafure , upon parpoule to be : aile 


Paley. , i» 
& Recyrdari voto nd deteſt them ; and yer without a very vigilant eye, the De- 
tranſacasfeedito. vill infinuating ſome ſecret tick!ings of woonted finfull 
res meas,ClCarngs . . . . . 

les corupziopes {Weetneſle ; that which was intended for an exerciſe and.in- 


ms heyy creaſe of repentance, may curſcdly end in the iteration ard re 
Mmcm, - s:» 
led ur amem Te, 10JOyment of old filchy pleaſures. 2. Take heed alſo at ſuch 


Deus meus, /dem- riemo - . . 
pan fron ” times of ating any new fins, upon (enſuall ſuppoſitions, and 


5 Alios jur. ſe 1c. 10Maginary plagyys as of worldlivefle , Juſt , ſpeculative wan- 


urie ſuldit, argue . -——__—_ . a 1. 
ance wr 11 ronneſle, ambition, reve Ngc , diſhonouring Gods providence 


los ſchemars tur- Dy an unneceflary diſtruſttull forecaſting of fearefull accidents 
On Epera'" upon thy ſelfe, family,gocds, poſteritie, the Seare,&c, Some 
Clin effe us non {Ones of Belts il there arc, who make no bones, as they lay, 
FT: 0'tir . - . . os 4 
hoc cc. 4, of aRingall manner of unclcanneſle ( horrible impuritie in 
ir :n:entone co- the inward parts 1) by the meere worke of imagination. 
Yitation's» Alus W! Y h 1; 4 . h all 

ire ſe Domino 1en they cannot compane anda attaine tne re accome 


ky quitia pliſhmcnt of their furious and filthy proz:Rs in outward 
10 JU 21 . , P * 
eviar 922 eciee ts, and upon objeRs abroad, their abominable deſires re- 


ns 7 agony bounding as it were, with an impetuous and unſatisficd rage 
mel.a; profert, e: UPON their heated and envcnomed paſſions, a and execute 


mecipi 5 recepti> any kinde of villany,upon the inviſible forge ofa curſed! cone 
ſpordet; & cum templation, Ir is ſtrange to conſider, how many, who carry 
qui obvyier nullus | : 

aſſit,magnis clamor'bus rixas in corde componit. ——Aliusſe tyr2yridi ſuperbiz ſubjicir, —— Ho- 
aorum f.\imijum 1nt«las appetit, cx2ltari ſucceſlibus exquirit, totumqne quod ecfſe defiderar, fib: apud 
ſemeripſum in cogir«tionibus gepingirz jan quaſi tuburali prefidet ; jam ſibi parere obſequia ſubje- 
Rorum videt; jam c#teris eminer.jau alis mala irrogat aliis,quz irrozaverint,recompenſat. Iam apud 
ſemetiplum —_— cunels ad publicun procedit,jam quibus oblſe quis fulciaturs conſpicit; qui ramea 
hec copitans ſolu: repetit,jam alia conculcat,alia tubleyat, jam de conculcatis ſatistaci odiis, jam de 


ſublcvaris recipic tayores, Greg Morahlib 4 cop.28. 
a COU. 
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2 counterfeit heaven in their outward behaviour, ſhould 
harbour ſuch execrable hells in their hearts ! 3. Let not paſſe 
fach a golden opportunity for thy ſpirituall good, with- 
out ſome ſweet comfortable conference with thy God in ſe- 
cret. Call and cry out towards Heaven for ſome ſpeciall 
Graces, by which thou mayeſt bee moſt inabled to glorifie 
God moſt , and to keepe in thy breſt a chearefull and hea- 
venly ſpirit, as for precicns and incomparable jewels to 
bee purchaſed with the lofle of ten thouſand Worlds, but 
not to be parted with for as many Worlds as thou halt haires 
pon thy head. B gge with greateſt earneſtneſſe, and ex» 
:raordinary intention of ſpirit , mortifying grace, and ſpi- 
rituall ſtrength, for the c:nſhing and conquering of thoſe 
ſpeciall luſts , and unruly pafſions that moſt haunt thee, and 
hurt the peace of thy conſcicnce; Let a ſorrowtull ſhrvay 
of all thy ſinnes draw from thee ſome hearty groane, and 
fervent «Jaculations for mercy and pardon : or a ſummary 
view of Gods blcflings and favours towards thee, fill thy 
heart with many joyfull, lowly,and moſt thankfull thoughts, 
&c. Thus, or in thelike manner , let ſome part of thy ſolt- 
tary time be ſuxe to be ſeaſoned with holy muſings, and talke 
with God. 

I'V. Conceming company, I adviſe, 

T. That thou never caſt thy ſelfe into wicked company, 
or preſſe amongſt the prophane , eſpecially upon choice, vo- 
luntarily and delightfully ; and abideno longer with them at 
any time, upon any occaſion , then thou halt ſound warrant, 
anda calling thereunto. It is gncomely , and incompatible 
with a good conſcience ; It is not forthe honor or comfort 
of God- children, to kceepe company, or familiarly converſe 
with gracelefle® men. 

In which point to prevent, miſconceits and miſtakings, 
conſider there is a double fellowſhip : 


cer,(ed nec male converſantes 


Qorum collegium affe'ty et opere aſpernacur : ita qui Deo perfeR+ adheſcrit, impiorum conſorti-- 
vm wohooes edmittit Gregor-1m Pſal.6, Melins eſt habere malorum odium, quam conſortium, Bern- 
{tb. De mode bevd vivendi, Serm- 6 0+ 


s. Common; 


a Vide quam fas 
ſti, quam integri 
eſſe debeamus er 
fanRti » quibus 
poſtquam male 
converſari non li- 
agnoſcere, Augaſt, Tom. 9, peg: 1119. Sicut qui Diabolum tequitur, ſan= 
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b Fbeves gromng 7+ Common, Þ cold, and mbre generall, In trading, bar- 
of this Amt, gayning, buying, ſelling, faluting, cating and drinking toge- 


from « moſtteara'd ror ; and ii other paſſages of hamanity, and entercourſe of 


Doinateſinds civill ſociety ; to which charity, nature, neceflity,or the cxi- 
: 6 place, : . 

[aith be wee ad. gents Of our generall, or particular calling doe warrantably 
moniſhed to beware 102d 11s. 


[ . hand 4 
CO Speciall, deare, intimate ; In conſultations and coun- 


1-ne our [elver to 


theſe that are 4 ſels about matters of ſpeciall ſecrecy, greateſt weight, and 


liſh and odly. , . = -—— 
Net that it « alte« higheſt conſequence, In ſpirituall refreſhments, religious 


ether un/awfal to er of neereſt engagoe 
| —_— conferences, prayer, marriage, all mann ngag 


with therze bur ths Ments. In a free anreſerved communication of thcir ſoules, 


wee my nof come r711tall exchange of the thoughts of their hearts, faithfull 


Poo nerve anto rhe: - Kg n . 
Fer to eare and ICvClations of the ſpiritual ſtate of their conſciences one un- 


tt mens to another, and in ſuch like bliflefull pangs and paſſages of 
Towne by them,ond Chriſtian love, and ardent ſanRifi-d aft:A1on. 


[wang comm The former of theſe the Chriſtian muſt of neceſſity enters 
1, bee not une * : - 8 . 
lewfal. But t taine, and exerciſe ſometimes with the men of this world ; 


Mn n2rrs2* except hce will goe out of the world, 1 Cor. $.10. But the 


with bem, ro Wake , , * 11, * * 
them privy —_ ſecond fellowſhip is the Saints peculiar. The Chriſtian is 


comets, or 29 2 ound cut by the Booke of God, the Law of heaven, upon 


the! as more meere 


end ſpecial frieres, his alleageance to his Lord and Soveraigne, and by the com- 


bis is unlewful | , . 
angels Fara na mon charter of Gods children, from converſing with ddight- 


b:dd-»,Greenham, full intimatenefle , and from the exchange and exerciſe of 
4. v9. Nay, #6 thoſe ſpecial pafſages of deareſt acquaintance with profane 
very Pinlyopter cen, children of Garkenefle, and enemics of God: for theſe 


mntimates it mm by . 
ſence. There (ſaith and the like reaſons. 


)s ewoeld con. 1, Hee thereby incurres adouble hazzard : The one of 

4 common, infetion with ſinne : The other,of inflition of puniſhment. 
per On 1. Hee that towcherh Pitch, faith the wiſe man, Sal bes 
and encoanters doe defiled therewith ; and hee that hath fellowſbip with a prond 
I max, ſhak be like unto him, Can a man taks fire in his boſome, 
racy conſents 2-Spe» ard his clothes not be burnt ? Cana man poe npon hot coales, 
LES end bus feete not be burnt ? Prov.6, 27,28. N:ither can any 
my, wherein there ® farmilarly and intimately converſe with a prophane man, 


—_— ” privy but he ſhallbe corrupted. 
and janmilier't-, 


He entag (eth bimclſe with acce ſſarineſſe to their jne1, danger of infettion, liableneſe to candeF, puniſh. 
went ond ſheme- There 
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There is a ſtrange attraQtive, and imperious power 1n ull 
company,to empoyſon & perverteventhe beſt diſpoſitions» 

x. By holding familiar correſpondence with lewd compa- 
nions, there firſt ſteales upon a man aſecret and inſenſible dif- 
like of his former ſober courſes : He begins within himſelfe 
to cenſure, and renounce his former wayes of innocency, and 
harmel-flz converſation ; as too reſtraining and diſtaſtefull 
to the ordinary liberty of youth, and common frailtie of ficſh 
and blood; ard as too much diſ-{weetned,and ſtraitned with 
unneceſlary ſ{trinef{: and abridg-ment, 

2. Secondly , thereſlily infinuates into his heart a pleaſing 
approbation, and delightfull aſſent to the ſenſuall courſes, and 
linfull pleaſures of his lewd companions. 

3. Thirdly, there followes a refolved, and habitual 
change of affaYions and converſation, a transformation iato 
the manners and conditions of thoſe with whom he doth fo 
tamiliaily converſe. 

4- Fourthly, he growes i/-affcQted , and diiconceited toe 
wards good imen and godly exerciſes, becanic in their pro- 
phane, boyſterous, and furious conventic'-z of goud-feNlows 
ſ}up, he hcares them daily railed upon, j-{ted at, belyed, and 
ſlandered ; and not a man amongſt them ro take their parts; 
22d toſtand on Gods fide. And therefore by littleand little, 
ne him{elte is alſo transformed into a ſcothng I&mael, a breas 
thing-Divell, and fo becomes at laſt, as much the childe of 
Nell, a+ any of that graceleſſe company and damned crew. 
Thos, ac by tuch ſteps and degrees as theſe, many , many 
times etpecialir tn the /'awverſtres , and Innes of Court, of 
good nature , honeſt difpoiition, and perhaps religious edu- 
cation , are by inttic and hittie caught and fearefully corrupted, 
a:1d at length brought to horrible and utter contuſion both of 
reputation 2:36 outward. ſtate, 5oth of ſoule and body , by 
the wfeftiou> villanies of lewd and naughtie companions. 

But ordinarily Gods children are not m fuch danger from 
noto; ious ſnncrs, and from men of ſuch deſperate and repro- 
date converſation, For who it his right wits will run upon a 
man which he ciccrly fees hath the plaguz»ſorerunnzng upon 
him ? 
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him ? What Chriſtian in his right minde ſpiritually, having 
any feare of God in his heart, life in his ſoule,or tenderneſle in 
his conſcience, wil delightfully thruſt himſelfe into the. come 
pany of ſwearers, drunkards, ſcorners, filthy talkers, pro- 
phane jeſters, or any fellowes of ſuch infamons ranke ? eſpee 
cially (ith the ſoule is a thouſand times more capable of the 
contagion of ſinne, then the body of any infetious diſcaſe ; 

The hurt which the Chriſtian doth take in this regard, 1s 
moſt from meerely civill men, asſuch as onely proteſſe in 
forme; who being more tolerable and plauſible compani- 
ons, and yet diſacquainted withthe great Myſtery of God- 
linefle, unſeaſoned with the power oof inward ſanRification, 
and uypractiſed in the wayes of fincerity, doe ſecrerly and 
inſenſibly infuſe, if not a notorious infe&ion with ſome ſcan- 
dalous finne ; yet many times a fearcfull defeRion from zeale, 
forwardneſſe, and fervency in the wayes and ſervices of 
God. Throw a blazing fire-brand into the Snow, or raine, 
and its brightneſſe and heate will bee quickly put out and 
quenched : let a Chriſtian but for a while abandon his holy 
conference,and comfortable communion wich Gods children, 
and plunge himſelfe into the company of thoſe w hoare but 
cold and careleſſz, lazy and luke- warme Profeſſors ; and hee 
ſhall in very ſhort time finde his z'ale ro be very mnch coo- 
led, his forwardneſle abated, the tendernefle &f his conſcience 
too much qualified with worldly wiſ--dome ; much dulnefſe 
of heart, deaducle of ſpirit, drowzineſi», and heartleſneſle 
in his affe&ions to holy thing, and an univerſall decay of 
his graces infenfibly to grow upon him. 

In this reſpe& many Chriſtians doe themſelves much 
wrong, and affli& thei: ſoules with many unneceſlary ſpirt- 
tuall miſeries. For they doe ſometimes unadviſedly, by rea- 
fon of kindred, for old acquaintance, advantage, and carnall 
contentment, becauſeof the worldly wifedome, immunity 
from groſle {innes, and other good parts of the parties, hold 
a too neere, intimate, and delightfull correſpondence with 
{uch as are but onely civill men, or Phariſes at the beſt, with 
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heart and skill to uphold any holy conferences, or to affoord 
any reciprocal or mutuall helpe , in the feeling paſſages of 
ſanRification, are occafions to put Gods children ont of uſe 
and ure with the language of Canaan, from the embracement 
of many joyfall conſiderations,and excrciſe of thoſe comfor- 
table Meditations , and holy converſation above, which 
Chriſtian company would occaſionally and ſaſonably pat 
into them, and keepe freſh and working in their minds ; and 
by conſequent, bereave them thereby of much zcale, com- 
fort , feelings of Gods favour , joyfull ſpringings of heart, 
boldneſſe in their wayes,cheerefulneſſe in the exerciſes of Re» 
ligion, and that comfortable fruition of other prerogatives 
of Chriſtianitic ; which many other of their brethren doe, 
and they, by the benefit of religious cotnpanions and delight- 
full converſing with the Saints,might plentifully enjoy, 

Apprehend this paſſage aright : I tay , a Chriſtian may be 
much worſened and weakened in his graces, by companying 
roo much, and converſing delightfully with the meere civill 
man, or Whited Tombes : For he may ſpend with tuch men 
whole weekes, nay , moneths and yeeres, and have not one 
word of ſanified diſcourſe, and holy talke miniſtredunto 
him, Scarcea word to be had from them of the Word of 
God, and way to heaven ; no conference of the ſecrets of 
SanRification, of perplexitics of conſcience, of their ever- 
aſting abode together in the Manſions of heaven, Motions 
that way would be very irkeſome and tedious unto them 
ſach talke would quickly beget filence, melancholy, fadne le, 
and a deſire to breake off company. Now the Chriſtian by 
this meanes, neither having his tongae exerciſed, nor his cares 
much acquainted with editying Chriſtian diſcourſe, growes 
negleRive of ſtoring his memory with holy things , unzea- 
!ous, and cold in the apprehenſions of heaven, dull and heart» 
lcefle to godly duties. 

If thus ; what infe&tion then from notorious and lewd 
companions ? But above all, in this point the fellowſhipof 
rhe Papiſt is moſt pernicious ; for by him a man is in danger 
bothof having his underſtanding and judgement ay" 
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with hercſie; and his life and converſation infected with in- 
piety. There are two ſteps and paſſages, as it were, out of 
the ſtate of prophaneneſle, into the Paradiſe of Chriſtianirie. 
1.Illumination of the underſtanding with ſaving knowledge, 
3. SanAification of the heart with ſpzciall grace. Now the 
Papiſt labours to pervert and impoyſon both. For common- 
ly you ſhall finde the Papiſt to be ſtigmatized, and brand. 
with a double marke : Hee receives one immediately from 
the Beaſt, a brand of Idolatry : And Satan commonly faſtens 
upon him another ſpeciall marke, ſome notorious and fca'1- 
dalous ſine in his cor.vcrſation ; as ſwearing, lying, unclea't- 
nefſe, the vanities of good-fcllowſhip , Sabbath-breaking, 
or ſuch like. For we muſt know.that Antichriſtianiſme can- 
not produce ſanification ; and therefore you ſhall common- 
ly finde every Papilt tolye in ſome raignirg ſine ; howſo:- 
ver formall devotion is the higheſt perfeRion attainable in 
that Antichriſtian ſtate. By Popiſh company then a man is in 
danger of corruption, both in his underſtanding, and conver- 
fation : By the lewd , which yet make profefiion of Gods 
Truth, of infeRion with notoriouſneſle in conditions : By 
meecre civill honeſt men, and formall Profeſſors, of defeRtion 
from zeale, and for wardneſle at the leaſt, 

2. As the Chriſtian incurres by the company of prophanz? 
men,evident hazzard, either of infetion with their finnes, it 
they be notorious ; or defection from zeale, and forward- 
neſſe, if they be ſomething more tollerable and tormall : fo 
he is every houre which he is in their company , withont a 
warrantable calling , and juſt diſpenfation out of the Word, 
and from a good conſcience, ingreat darger of being invol- 
ved within the flames of the juſt confuſttons, and inwrapt 
within the compaſſe of thoſe outward curſes and plagues 
which Gods indignation inkindles and inflits upon wicked 
men. All prophane men, being unreconciicd to God, are eve- 
ry moment liable to all thoſe miſeries and fearcfull judge» 
ments, which either man or divell, any of Gods creatures, or 
his owne immediate hand can bring upon them : They are 
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onely unto thoſe opportunities and ſeaſons, which ſeeme belt 

2nd fitteſt to his holy Wiſedome, Now, if when they light 
n:59n them ( as they may juſtly at any time) any of Gods 
Children bee found amongſt them unwarrantably and dz- 
iizhtfully, it is righteous with God, that he receive his por- 
(10 amongſt them at that time , and be f-arefully infolded 
wi:hin the fury of the greateſt temporal viſication. Tt is righ- 
tcous with God, that if his ovne Childe will needs bee un- 
warrantably familiar with his enemy , that hee alſo be parta- 
ker of any temporall plague, eſpecially with his enemy, even 
to the lofle ſometimes of his naturall life. Take then I beſcech 
you the holy counſe!l of the bleſſed Apoſtle, Ephs 5. 7. Bee 
vet therefore companions with them : And ct this reaſon fright 
vcr out of their companie ; Let no man deceive you(faith he) « ,guug my wi) 
with v.aine * words : for, for ſuch things commeth the wrath of be ready to reply and 
C14 mpon the children of diſobedience, | For ſuch things ] to 9 ano ret 
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wit, fornication, uncleannefle, covetouſneſle, filthincfl2, foo» cine words phos 
* . * ' -\1x, 
liſh talking, jeſting and ſuch like. Take h:cd: therefore of ſhould be (o fleieti 
converſing with the practiſers of theſe uncomely things. = eraſed and cnt 
. demned , that wee 
2, Secondly, there muſt very ſhortly bz an everlaſting ſe- v.y por new and 
prration betweene the Chriſtian and propha1e mn : at the #henbee merry with 
"age -” be. Send ode: and Y Gon $5 Fines, PU 
tactheſt, they muſt part upon their d-ath-5:d+, ad never (ee Hey caltthem: And 
one anether againe unto th2 day of Indgement : and then "7Yfore /aits rhe 
' . * off e » Ler no 
they muſt ſhake hands for world without end. For there 18 man deceive you, 
{et betwixt them , by Gods immurable and irrevocable Das **: 
cr20 , a valt and immeaſurable gulfe, which ſta1ds as falt and 
u1emooveable, as God Almightie in his Throne of Maj :ſtie; 
f , that they can never poſſiol x moete. Between: 4 and you; Luke 16:26. 
aith Abraham to the rich man in hell, there s a great guiſe 
faxed, fo that they which would paſſ, e from hence to you, Cannet ; 
zeither can they paſſe tos, that would come from thence. If it 
be ſo then, that after an inch of time, th:re muſt be betwixt 
them ar endleffe divorce, and an unpaſtable diſtance through 
 cternitie ; 1t is beſt far the Chriſtian to begin this ſeparati-- 
21 and diſacquaintance in time, and not to repoſe his ſpeciall 
'ove , the ſweeteſt and nobleſt of all his aff:Rions; upon an 
00j:& where it maſt not eternally reſt, nor intimately con- 
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verſe with him, whoſe company he ſhall not have heercafter 
— everlaſtingly, Let him ever onely affoord the dea- 
reſt pangs of his kindeſt aff:Fion unto Gods Children , and 
convey the {weeteſt meltingsof his heart, and the moſt paſlt- 
onate embracements of his ſoule into their boſomes alone: for 
he ſhall bee ſureto meete them in heaven, and there the leſſer 
ſtreames of their former Chriſtian love ſhall grow into a 
mighty torrent,and falling into the great and univerſall conflu« 
ence of the united zeales and Seraphicall fervours of all the 
Saints and Angels, runne with a ſweete and everlaſting cur- 
rent, into the bottomleſle and boundlefle Sea of all love and 
lovely excellencies,God himſclfe, bl-M:d for ever. 

3, Thirdly, a good man converſing with thoſe which bee 
gracelefle, doth very foully difdaineand obſcure, if not quite 
loſe his Chriſtian reputation and credit with good men ; for 
a man is ſtill reputed to bee of their humour and conditions, 
with whom he dcth ordinarily and intimately converſe, £47 
fleſp, faith the Wiſe man, conſorterh according to kinde, and .i 
911 will cleave to bu like, What fellowſhip hath the Wolfe wit!) 
the Lambe ? ſo the ſinner with the godly. Now it is amoit di!- 
gracefull and diſcomfortable thing, to be jultly caſt our of th: 
conceits and good opinions of judicious and underſtanding 
Chriſtians, 1 would have a Chriſtian never much trouble 
himſelfe, or labour with too much curioſitic and intruſic! 
roo anxiouſly , vexingly, and ſoliciouſly to givethe world 
fatisfation, for the unjuſt cenſures, and diſconceites of wi:- 
leſſe and worthleſſe prophaneneſſe ; (onely hee may thenc: 
take occaſion to examine his heart more narrowly , to walk 
more warily , to live more holily, and pray more heartily.) 
Let prophane men rage , and ſwell, andburſt, in deſpight of 
gall, I would have him ſweetly and calmely to enjoy thoſe 
bleſſed comforts , which Gods compaſſionate hand hath put 
into his heart. But me-thinkes, he ſhonld much take to heart, 
and bee very ſorry for the juſt diſlike and diſconceitof true 
Chriſtians, or for any ſcandall taken upon goodground, from 
unadviſednefle and aberration in his carriage and converlati- 
on. As the Chriſtian then deſires to bee dearely eſtcemed q 
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the godly , and tenders the preſervation of his good name 
with good men; which # rather to be choſen then greater richer, 
Prov. 32, 1. then prectons Ointment, Ecclel, 7, 1. and maketh 
the bones fat, Prov. 15.30. which indeed is themoſt ineſti- 
mable Iewell hee poſleſſeth in this life, next unto his owne 
Crowne of Chriſtianity : I fay, as hee would maintaine and 
uphold agood opinion and conceit of him , in the hearts and 
conſciences of Chriſtians, let him flye the company of pro« 
phane men : for there is no reaſon he ſhould be reputed Gods 
fricnd, who converſes familiarly with hi: profeſt enemies. 
4. Noprophane man can heartily , and direAly love, and 
afte& a Chriſtian for his zeale and ſpiritual graces ; nay, na- 
turally and ordina:ily hee diſconceits and hates all hofy im- 
preſſions , wrought upon him by Gods ſan&ifying Spirit : 
1. Partly by reaſon of that everlaſting unreconcileable,and 
implacable enmiriz andantipathy_betweene the ſecde of the 
woman, and the ſecd of the Serpent; betweene light and 
darkenefle ; Chriſt and Belial ; Grace and prophanenefle : 
2. Partly aiſo, becauſe every unregenerate man, though fure 
niſhed with the belt perfeRtions and excellencics attameable 
in that Nate, thinkes, that his lukewarmeneſſe, and formali- 
tic is cenſured and condemned by the zeale and forwardnefle 
of the true Chriſtian ; and that if thoſe gracious endowments 
and holy ſtriAnefle bee reall, and neceffarily required, they 
plainely proclaime the damnableneſle of his eſtate, which hee 
ſecurely repoſes upon, as ſufficient for falvation, David, 2 
man after Gods owne heart, and of a ſweete and loving dit- 
poſition, yet was moſt heavily preſt and purſued with much 


cauſeleſle ſpite, and this hatred even for his goodaeſl2 : They = 


that hate me without a cauſe, (aith he, are more then the haires 
of my head : they that would deftroy mee, and are mine enemies 
falſely , are mighty ; ſo that I reſtored that which I tooke not , 
Plal. 69. 4. \nd in another place ſaith hee, They that hate mee 
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wrong ſnl are many : they alſo that reward evill for good, are 4:6 perſequitur 
mine adverſaries, becauſe I follow 3 _ But yet under- _ _ 


ſtand this further in the point. The expre 


ton and exercite of nus ad malum, 


this hatred of the forwardnefle and zeale in the Chriſtian, - a_—_—_ 
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which naturally and ordinarily lurkes in the heart of every 
prophane man, may bee ſometimes reſtrained fu? advantage, 
and in policy ; by accident, and for by reſpet:. The ſting 
and furic of it may bee weakened, and IcTenedby the ingeryu. 
onſh fle of the unregenerate man, or by otter good natural! 
and morrall parts in the Chriſtian. Nay, I doe not ſee, but 
that ſomctimes it may bee, as it were, quite daſht, and con- 
founded by the extraordinary innocency , and heroicall 
height of ſpirituall excellencies in a 9” man : As Moraliſts 
fay of vertue, that though it bee ordinarily attended by envie, 


as the body witha ſhadow , yet it may grow ſo incompara- 

ble and glorious , that envic is glad to hide its head, and flic 

away like a weake miſt from the Sun ſhining in his ſtrength. 

Afﬀoone as vertue, fay they, is growne out of ignorance, ſhee 

cntreth by and by into envie, till monnting aloft, as the Sunne 

veing verticall abateth all ſhadowes ; ſo thee in the top, and 
g 


height of perfeRion, all envie. Why may it not be ſo in zeale 
and pietie, that though it be ordinarily perſecated with ex- 
treme hatred ; yet ſometimes it may attaine that extraordi- 
narinefle, incomparableneſſe and excellency , that hatred may 
even hate it ſelfe, for oppoſing ſuch unreprooveable ſanRitic? 
But to my purpoſe : It it be ſo , thata prophane man cannot 
poſſibly love a Chriſtian heartily for his Chriſtianity and 
Grace, but rather maliciouſly and mortally hate him ; what 
heart can a Chriſtian have to converſe intimately and dilight- 
fully with a prophane man >? Who would ever vouchſate his 
company, and afford the beft of his time, and deareſt of his 
affetions, to a fellow, which diſdaines and diſpiſes the moſt 
precious Tewell hee beares about him, I meane his religious 
zeale ; and labours powerfully, though inſenſibly, ro dimme 
the brightneſſe, and diſtame the glory of it ; either by the 
contagion of his notoriouſneſſe, or at leaſt, by his formalitic, 
coldnefſe, and unzealouſneſle ? 

5. Fiftly, no Chriſtian ought to enter league,or entertainc 
fellowſhip with the enemies of God, It 1s abſurd, that a 
member of Chrift ſhould exerciſe familiarity , and intimate 
paſſages of love with alimbe of Satan, What carthly _ 

C 


VEr\ 
age, 
ting 
enu- 
urall 
_ but 
con» 
D1Call 
alilts 
nvic, 
para- 
d flic 
ngth. 
thee 
Sunne 
), and 
| zeale 
thex- 
aordt- 
d may 
Attic? 
cannot 
ty and 
what 
lilight- 
ate his 
of his 
\e moſt 
ligious 
dimme 
r by the 


malitic, 


tertainc 
, that 2 
neunAXe 
7 Prince 


could 


comfortable walking with 60d. 


—— — A 


conld endure with patience, to have one of his neereſt ſer- 
vants, and of chiefeſt truſt , to bee converſant continually a» 
monrg(t profeſt Rebels, and open Traitors to his Crowneand 
dignity; or to cc nverſe intimately with his deadlieſt enemies? 
Would any great Man in the State , retaine any asa ſpeciall 
Favorite, who ſhould bee inward with his greateſt counter- 
faRioniſt ? What ingenuous child would delightfully digeſt 
that company, wherein hee ſhould heare his father in a foule 
and ſhamefull manner diſgraced and railed upon ? How then 
ſhould Almighty God hold him his friend, who is familiar 
with ſtrangers to thelife of God, and enemies to his Grace ? 
How can that man looke for the prerogatives,and proteRi» 
ons of achilde of God, who haunts ſach company with de- 
light, where hce heares daily his Almighty Father foulely , 
and ſhamefully diſhonoured, perhaps, wich oathes and blaſ- 
phemies, with obſcenities and raylings ; atleaſt, with many 
idle and prophane ſpeeches ? 

6. Sixtly , converſing with prophane men, doth crofſe 
and overthrow a common Chriſtian dutie which is this ; 1» 
all companies, either doe good, or take goed, or both, For inthis 
caſe, the Chriſtian both takes burt, and doth hurt : hee hurts, 
I. himſclfe, becanſe he throwes himſelfe upon temptation, 
and hazard of being infecd with notoriouſnefſe,if his com» 
panions bee very lewd, and prophane ; or at leaſt, with for- 
mality and coldnefle ; if they bee but only civilly honeſt, or 
formall profeſſors. 2. He hurts alſo others : 1, Hee hardens 
his companions in their anregenerate courſes , becauſe they 
thinke, hee would not fo familiarly converſe with them, ex- 
cept hee were well conceited of their ſpirituall tate ; and ſo 
they reſt with ſecurity and confidence in their unregengati- 
on. 2. He is a ſtumbling blocke to the weake Chriſtian, who 
by looking upon his example, may bee led awry from the 
{traight path of his profeſſion, and by taking thereupon libers 
tic of imitation , may have his young beginnings of Grace 
choaked and ſmothered by the delightfull vanities of good 
fellowſhip, in the preſſe of prophane company, 3. Hee 
grieves alſo ſtrong and underftanding Chriſtians, to fee = 
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ſo farre forget himſelfe,and diſgrace his profeſſion,as to con- 
verſe with.the enemies of God, andby his praftiſe to per= 
ſwade the world, that the baſe fooleries of good fellowthip, 
are more {weet and taſtefull, then the glorious pleaſures of 
the communion of Saints. 

7. Therefsanother reaſon, which though it bee not very 
obvious to mens apprehenſtons,or much taken norice of ; yer 
in my underſtanding, it ſhould be very powerfull, and of ve. 
ry great weight, to drive Chriſtians out of the company of 
nnregenerate men, and to reſtraine them from a familiar and 
delightfull correſpondence, and converſing with them ( ex- 
cept they have a warrantable Calling , and the reſtimonie of 
their conſcicnces to converſe with them for their converſion 
and ſpirituall good ) It 1s this: when an unregenerate man 
obſerves, thata Chriſtian prefleth into his company , deſires 
to ſpendrime with him, and is well enough content to ex» 
change mutually many offices of intimate kindnefle ; hee 
preſently conceives and concludes , that ſure hee ſces in him 
matter worthy of Chriſtian company, and endowments ſuf- 
ficient to ranke him amongſt the Saints ; clſe hee could net 
take ſuch contentment in his conditions and converſation. 
W hereupon hee is fearefully hardned in his preſent courſes, 
and ſettles with reſolution, confidence, and ſecurity upon the 
plauſible deceitfulneſſe of his unregenerate ſtate; and thinks 
himſelfe well , that hee may both enjoy the pleaſures of the 
preſent, and alfo a good teſtimony and hope of hisrightneſſe 
inthe way to Heaven; becauſe it is well knowne and ac» 
knowledged , that his companion both knowes, and walkes 
in the right path. And ith he hath one to take part, he takes 
it not much to heart , that other Chriltians are more unfami- 
liar, and ſtrange unto him ; for bee 1mputes it onely to:their 
ſowreneſſe and unſociableneſſe. Afſuredly there are many 
Chriſtigas very faulty this way , and have very much to an- 
ſwer for inthis kinde, They familtarly converſe with anre- 
generate men; and becauſe they would not diſpleale and bee 
diſtaſtefull, they ſay nothing unto them of the curſcdneſſe of 
their condition towards God,and of the fearctulnefie of their 
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caſein reſpe& of ſalvation. Hereapon they grow into a con» 
ceit, that they are well conceited of their ſpirituall Nate, 
and ſo walke farre more reſolutely and confidently towards 
Hell, by reaſon of their ſociety and ſilence of their Chriſtian 
companions. I thinke verily, that prophane men doe not one« 
ly ſometimes deſire the company of Chriſtians, to win rept® 
tation from the better ſort, and to guild over the rottenneſlſe 
of their converſation with ſome little tinQure, and lefler 
ſplendour refle&ed from the glory of their Chriſtianity;bar 
alſo to purchaſe ſome connterfeit comfort to their conſcien- 
ces, and falſe hope unto their hearts, that their caſe is the bet- 
ter towards Gods,becauſe Gods children vouchſafe to keepe 
company, andconverſe more familiarly with them. 
$8. Bat aboveall for this purpoſe peruſe often,and ponder 
well, 1. The ctf:Atuall prohibitions in Gods Booke : 2. the 
proteſtations and praQtiſe of the Saints. 3, and puniſhments 
inflied for familiarity with the ungodly. For the laſt, ſee 
2 Chron.19 3. and 20.37, Forthe ſecond', ſee P/al.25:4, iHine aifcimus 
$. Jeremiah 15.17. 2 King, 3.14. For the firſt, ſee x Cor, periculokm eſſe 
5.11. Epheſ. 5.11. Prov. 14.7. 2 Theſ. 3.6, where hee ſo- juntionem, ideo- 
lemnely commands them in the Name of onr Lord Ieſus Chriſt, = fugienda far- 
that they withdraw themſelves from every brother that walkes (ocictaes cum 11 
wordinately, &+, Hee aymes ſpecially in that place at idle Us £59, mba 
perſons ; by conſequent then, and good proportion , at 
more notorious fellowes. If wee muſt withdraw our ſelyes 
from thoſe, who haveleaſure to bee for all companies, at all 
times, upon all occaſions, and are therefore accounted the 
onely companions: how faſt maſt we runne from lyars,ſwea- 
rers, whoremongers , drunkards, ſcorners, revellers, and 
fellowes of ſach infamous rank«c? Prov. 4.14.where iteration 
of the ſame ſence in variety of phraſe, argues the neceſſity of 
the duty andearneſtneſle of the Divine Penman to perſwade; 
Enter not, ſaith he, into the path of the wicked ; and goe not 
in the way of evill men, Avoide it, paſſe by it, turne from it, 
and paſſe away. Deepe apprehenſivenefſe of the excellency 
and worth of the matter, or extraordinary fervency to im- 
prefle and perſwade the pon doth many times in Scrip- 
3 tare 
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ture clothe the ſame thing with divers formes of ſpeech, and 
variety of- phraſc, 

z, Now in aſccond place ;- If thou deſireſt to converſe 
with ſome of thine unconverted kindred, friends, netghbors, 
old acquaintance, &c. for their ſpirituall good, obſerve theſe 
three rules: 1, Let there beegocd probabilitic, proportio- 
nably, of morepower of grace, knowledge, fanQtfication, 
ſpirituall wiſedome, Chriſtian reſolution, &c. in thee tocon- 
vert them, then poyſon of unregenerate ſtubbornnefle, ſen- 
ſuall malice, ſinfull wir, worldly wiſedome, Satanicall ſo. 
phiſtry in them, to pervert thee. 2, See that thy heart be: 
fincere, and that inthe ſingleneſſe thereof, thou ſeeke truely 
their converfion,and not thine owne ſecret contentment : for 
in this point,thine owne heart will be ready to deccive thee. 
Thou maycſt offer thy ſelfe into ſuch company,with pretence 
and purpoſe to ſollicit them for ſalvation, & toprevaile with 
them aboutthe beſt things ; and yet before thou bze aware, 
beeplunged and inſnared in the woonted unwarrantable dee 
lights of good fellowſhip, pleaſant paſſages of wit, idle and 
1npertinent follies and familiarities, which thou waſt accuſto. 
med to exchange and cnjoy with them in thy unregenerate 
time, So that 1 ſtead of the diſcharge of a Chriſtian duty, 
thou mayeſt both hart thy ſelfe, and harden them. 3. As 
Phyſicians of the body arme and animate themſclves with 
ſtrong repercvſſives, preſervatives, and counter-poyſons, 
when they viſit contagious and peltilentiall patients ; ſo in 
ſuch caſes, bethou ſure to furniſh and fortifie thy ſelfe be- 
forc- hand with prayer, meditation, the ſword of the Spirit, 
ſtore of perſwaſive matter, ſtrength ot reaſons, and unſhaken 
relolution, to repell and beate backe all noyſome infinuations 
of ſpirituall infection. 

3. Into Chriſtian company, which thou ſhouldeſt prize 
thine onely Paradiſeand Heavenupon Earth;the very flowre 
and fcſtivall of all thy refreſhing time in this vale of teares, 
evcr bring. 1: A-cheerctull and lightſome heart, Me-thinkes, 
though thou ſhouldeſt come amongſt the Saints with a ſad 
heart z and ſomething over-caſt with miſts and ue of 
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heavineſſe and diſcomfort ; yet the preſence and faces of 
thoſe, whom hercafter thon ſhalt meete in Heaven, and 
there, with incomparable joy behold for ever, clothed and 
ſhining with eminencie and eternitie of glory, ſhould diſperſe 
and diſpell themall, ard infuſe comfortable beames of hea» 
venly lightſomneſſe and fpirituall mirth, I know them, who 
being caſt ſometimes full ſore againſt their wils, amongſt 
profene company,are quite out of their clement all the while, 
{trucke dead in the place, as they fay, as ſolitary asin the 
filenteſt deſert, But let them come amongſt Chriltians, and 
they are quite other men, as full of lightſomeneſle and life, 
as full of hcart and Heaven, as if they had the one foote 
11 the Porch of Paradiſe alrcady. Sadnefle 15 not ſeaſonable, 
where ſach precepts as theſe have place; Be glad in the Lord, 
and rejoyce, yee righteous , ard ſhont for joy, all ye that are np- 
right in heart, 2. A fruittull heart, full as the Moone with 
gracious matter to uphold cdifying conference, and fanRift- 
cd talke. Being forward and free without any hurtfull baſh- 
fulneſſe, or vaine-glorious aime, both to communicate to 0= 
thers the hidden treaſures of heavenly knowledge , which 
thou haſt happily digged out of the precious quarry, as i 
wereof the great myltery of Grace, and alſo by mooving 
of queſtions,and miaiſtring occafion mutually to draw from 
them with an holy grecdineſle the waters of Life, for a reci- 
procall refreſhing and quickning of the deadnefle and unhea» 
venlinefſe of thine owne heart. And here it will beea pro» 
fitable wiſedome, to take notice of, and obſerve each others 
ſingularitie of gifts, and ſeverall endowments, and thereat- 
ter with wiſe inlinuations , toprovoke and prefie them, to 
powre out themſelves in thoſe things, wherein they have 
beſt experience and molt excellencie. Some are more dex= 
terous and skilfull in diſcuſſing controverfed points : others 
in reſolving caſes of conſcience; ſome , in diſcovering the 
Devils depths, and treading the Maze of his manifold remp- 
tations : others, in comforting atflied ſpirits, and ſpeaking 
ro the heart of mourners in Zion, &c, I am perſwaded 


many times, many worthy diſconrſes lic buried in the breſts 
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of underſtanding men,by reaſon of the finfull ſilence, I thinke 
I may ſay ſo,and barrenneſſe of thoſe about them. And there- 
fore Chriſtians ought to bee more _— ative, and 
freitefull this way. 3. An humble heart, ready and rejoy- 
cing to exchange and enjoy common comforts, ſoule-ſecrets, 
heavenly conſultations, with the pooreſt and moſt negleAtcd 
Chriſtian, If thou bee haunted with the white Devill of 
ſpirituall pride, it is likely thou wilt bee either too pro- 
digall and profuſe, and fo ingroſſe all the talke, which is 
ſometimes incident to new converts or counterfeits ; or elſe 
too reſerved and curions, and ſo fay no more then may ſerve 
to breed an applauſe and admiration of thy worth ; which is 
a very filthy and fearefull fault. There isno depth of know- 
ledge, no heightof zeale, no meaſure of Grace ; but may 
bee further inlarged, more inflamed, blefſedly encreaſed by 
conference with the pooreſt Faithfull Chriſtian : See Rom. I. 
12.414 15. 34. how Pavxl, that great learned and divine- 
ly inſpired DoRor of the Gentiles, ſtood affeRed in this 
point, 

V. Butabovcall, be moſt baſic with thy heart : for it is 
the roote thar either empoyſons or enſweetens all the reſt : 
that is the fountaine, which cauſes all the ſtreames of thy de. 
fires, purpoſes, affe&ions, ſpeeches, and the whole current 
of thy converſation, to runne either muddy or cleere. Ply 
therefore amongſt others, theſe three points of {peciall and 
precious conſequence for the preſent purpoſe, with all feri- 
ouſneſle and zeale. 

x. Captivation and conformity of the thoughts and ima- 
ginations of thy hearr, to the ſoveraignty and rules of grace. 
If thy change in words, ations, and all outward carriage 
were Angelicall ; yetif thy thoughts were the ſame, and un- 
fanRified Nill, thou wert ſtill alimbe of Satan. Purity in the 
inward parts, is the moſt ſoundandundeceiving evidence of 
our portion and intereſt in the power and purity of Chriſts 
faving Paſſion and ſanRifying blood-ſhed : See ere, q. 14. 
I/as. 55.7. New, that thou mayeſt the better conquer and 
keepe the thoughts of thy heart in ſubjeRion and obedience 
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unto Chriſt,be perſwaded and acknowledge 
cic of that wicked Proverbe, T howghts are free, It istrue,the 
immediate inviſible produRions and projects of the heart, 
lie not within the walke of humane Iuſtice, neither are liable 
to the cenſure of carthly Courts and Confiſtories, But there 
isan All-ſeeing and Omniſcient Eye in Heaven , to which, 
the blackeſt Mid-night is as the brighteſt Noone-tide , Þ/ad. 
139. 12. Which ſees onr ſecretefs thoughts aſarre off, verſe 2, 
axd ſets them in the light of his countenance, Pſal. 90,8, Hence 
it is that many humble ſoules, ſenſible of their ſecret provo» 
king the glory of Gods pure Eye, are moregrieved ( ſetting 
aide the 1ll of example and fcandall, ordinary attendantsup- 
on openand viſible miſcarriages ) for the rebeliouſneſle of 
their thoughts, then the exorbirancy of their aRions, For 
the ſting of theſe is ſomething eaſed andlefſened, as they 
thinke, by theabſence of Hypocriſie, and becauſe the warld 
ſees the worſt. But concerning the other, it cuts them to 
the very heart , that they are nor as well able to preſerve 
their inward parts in puritic toward the All-ſearching Eye of 
that God, who ftretched foorth the heavens , and laid the 


foundations of the earth ; as their words and aQions in plau- 


fiblenefſe rowards man , who ſtall die , and the ſowne of man, 
which ſrall bee made as graſſe. "Nhereas then the naturall 
man ts woon! tolet his heart runne riot and at randome into 
a world of idle imaginations, without remorſe or reſtraint; 
doe thou make thy ſanRification ſure unto thy ſelfe, by 
this infallible ſigne, That thou ſaffereſt the conſideration of 
Gods All-ſeeing Eye, the curbe of thelaſt Commandement, 
and checke of a tender conſcience, to range thy thoughts into 
order , to confine and keepe them within a holy compaſſe 
from their vaine and impertinent vagaries. 2, That thou muſt 
be accountable and anſwerable for every wandring t t 
as well as for idle words and wicked ations. Now conſider 
what numberlefle ſwarmes of imaginations paſſe the Forge 
of thy phantafic every day ; and therefore, if thou be not ex- 
traordinarily and exaCtly vigilant and eye-full over thy heart, 
thou mayeſt juſtly feare , > ——_ the opening and illight- 


ning 


1. The peſtiley. 


